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            Newsletter June 2019 
            Nuusbrief  Junie 2019 

WOORD VAN DIE VOORSITTER /  

                                              WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 

 

 

Die Nuusbrief is die van die Pretoria Canopy, maar ons doen verslag oor ander 
Canopies en valskerm organisasies. Want ons is een familie. Die moet nie 
beskou word as die Nuusbrief van die PVO nie. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone for a great time the 
past quarter. We were fortunate to have 
had good speakers. We visited Normandy 
for the 75th celebrations of the D-Day 
invasion. It was good to make friends and 
build relationships with other Paratrooper 
veterans worldwide. It was a privilege to lay 
wreaths in South Africa and France. 
Special thanks to Roche Vermaak who has 
laid a wreath with his dog in Pretoria. Let’s 
be positive together and dream BIG! All the 
best, Parabat Greetings 

Willoughby Brits 

 

CANOPY KOMITEE 

Willoughby Brits – Voorsitter 
079 749 0019 

 
    Krige van Heerden – Onder Voorsitter 

083 557 8935 
 

Wynand Erasmus – Tesourier 
082 446 1275 

 
Roche Vermaak – Sekretaris 

082 899 9286 
 

Chris Pohl – Kommunikasie 
083 294 3465 

 
Wynand Fourie – Regsbeampte 

083 388 9856 
 

Johan le Roex – Addisionele Lid 
083 302 6837 

 
Ashley Carr – Lede Werwing 

082 772 7359 
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EX ALTO VINCIMUS 

ONS KAPELAAN BOODSKAP 
 
Psalm 145:18 – Die Here God die 
Almagtige is naby almal wat Hom 
aanroep in opregtheid. 
 
Dit is ‘n belofte van God, aan elkeen 
van ons. Waar jy jou ookal bevind en 
hoe moeilik jou omstandighede ookal 
mag wees. Roep God aan in die dag 
van benoudheid, en Hy sal jou uithelp 
en jy sal Hom eer. Die Here is daar vir 
elkeen wat Hom aanroep in waarheid 
en in opregtheid. Soms gaan ons deur 
donker dieptes maar nog steeds is Hy 
daar vir ons.  
 
Bedaar en erken dat God God is. Die 
Here God die Almagtige is vir ons ‘n 
Redder. 
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 10 MAY  

 
WAAR IS 

JOU 

CANOPY 

SUBS 

TROEP 

Die leë stoel is te ere aan die Bats wat nie meer saam met ons kan kuier nie (Afsterwes.) 

Johnny 
Kieser

 

Andre 

Stemmet
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MAKING NEWS / NUUSMAKERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA Canopy lede wat die Koevoet gedenkdiens op 6 
April 2019 te Voortrekkermonument bygewoon het. 
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KAAP EN BOLAND CANOPY BYEENKOMS 6 APRIL 2019 

NO NAMES NO PACK DRILL!! 
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AIRBORNE RIDERS MOTOR CYCLE CLUB. 

Les Rudman, not wanting to be known as General 
anymore, thank you for joining our ranks as our 
newest member. Wear you colours with pride as we 
know you will. Safe motorcycling and live our motto 
"REGROUP”. (14 Apr) 

Op 3 April 2019 vergader 13 lede van G Komp 1981/82 van Kaapstad en omliggend by die huis van Mark Gevers in 
Kaapstad. 

Groep foto: Agter: Lang Piet Coetzee; Marius van Loggerenberg; Daan Lombaard; Brian Erasmus; Dennis Vermaas; 
Kobus Human; Mark Gevers; Peter Walker. Voor: Johan Klindt en Grant Marais. / Foto 4 manne: Kobus Human; Johan 
Klindt; Lang Piet Coetzee en Paul Ackermann. / Middel: Kobus Human en Mark Gevers. / Mark Gevers en Peter Walker. 

 

G KOMP 1981/82 

SUPPORT FOR SKILLIES PROJECT 
Raymond Kramer, Mike McWilliams and Dave Barr had a get 

together on the 24th April 2019. 
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     NUUS VAN OORAL/NEWS FROM ALL OVER 

TRADITION       

Club 50 CAPS 
 

Many of the older Parabats have asked about the 50 Years Caps and Certificates. Here is some information on 
the history and rules of the 50 Year Club, 
50 YEAR CLUB. 
In mid-2017 the PVO made the decision to recognise PVO members who earned their wings more than 50 
years ago. In September 2018 a 50 Year Club committee was formed and the work began on identifying the 
criteria for qualification, the style of cap to have made for the awards and the embroidery for the caps. 
WHO QUALIFIES? 
1 Must have had his South African basic wings for a minimum of 50 years.  
2 Must be a paid-up member of the PVO.  
10 December 2018 was the cutoff date for the canopies to submit the names of their members who qualified. 
This would include those who earned their wings during the period beginning in 1961 and ending in 1969. 
From now on every year the next year’s group will receive their caps. 
CHANGES TO THE RULES. 
After the launch of the 50 Year Club its success immediately became apparent as we received numerous 
queries from people asking when or how they could obtain one of the caps. Prior to the launch, the club was 
kept a secret so that it would be a surprise. After the launch 2 additional rules for qualification were put in 
place. 
3 Must be a PVO paid-up member for at least 3 years (if you joined after 1 April 2019). 
4 A person that meets the first rule for qualification and wants a cap immediately may join the PVO and pay for 
the full price of the cap as well as postage or courier fees. (After 3 years the PVO will transfer that money to 
the enablement fund if he remains as a paid-up member). 
WHEN WILL THE CAPS BE HANDED OUT? 
It was originally hoped that a ceremony would be held annually in Bloemfontein at which those who qualified 
would be awarded their caps. However, it became clear that due to age, finances and logistics this would not 
be possible. The aim now is to hand them out every year on the weekend closest to 1 April, which is 1 
Parachute Battalion’s birthday and that each canopy will arrange its own function. 
THE DESIGN OF THE CAP 
We had suggestions for a PVO badge in front with 50 YEAR CLUB underneath.  Jump course number on the 
side. Call name on the other side. The year qualified on the back. We also thought to number the caps.  
THE FINAL DESIGN  
Front: Normal bronze static line wing with 50 YEAR CLUB underneath. / Left-hand side: The recipient’s PVO 
number. / Right-hand side: The name by which he is known. / Back: The year he qualified. 
CHOICE OF AN EMBROIDERER  
We asked for quotes from various embroiderers. 
Some prices were excellent but the person or company was unable to supply the caps. 
Some could supply caps but not do the embroidery. / Some work was not up to standard.  
Some were just too expensive.  
PRODUCTION AND LAUNCH  
Production began in March 2019 and the finished caps were posted to the various canopies. 
We launched the 50 Year Club in Port Elizabeth on Saturday 30th of March 2019 at a breakfast. All Bay 
Canopy members and their partners were invited to attend. 
CERTIFICATE 
As an additional collectable, certificates were designed by Mike McWilliams (PVO President) and handed out 
to all those who received caps. From now on a cap and certificate will be handed to each recipient at the same 
time.                                                André van Niekerk, Club 50 Chairman  
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Club 50 CAPS - Bay Canopy 
 

On Saturday morning March 30th, 2019 Bay Canopy and friends had our inaugural breakfast to celebrate 1 
Bin’s birthday and to launch the 50 year club. 

André explained how the idea for the 50 Year club came about and the prototype caps and the end 
product were shown to all present. 

All 40 paid-up PVO members who earned their wings before 1970 are eligible to receive a 50 year club 
cap for free this year and each canopy is distributing to those in their area, some individually and others at a 
function. Next year the 70 vintage will receive theirs and so on. 
Bay Canopy is fortunate to have 7 living 50 year club members. 
Pikkie Du Preez  10V 1962 
Snakes Snyman  25V 1964 
Paul Oppel   35V 1966 
Ken Nosworthy  39V 1966 
Anton v der Merwe  43V 1967 
Jaco Botes   43V 1967 
Jim Holzhausen  46V 1968 

Let us not forget Noel Laurie who passed away 2 years ago. 

All the prototype caps were made using Noel’s name and info and are now on display in our display 
cabinet next to the Best Canopy of the year for 2018 trophy in Outspan Shellhole. (André van Niekerk. March 
2019. FB.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OB en Snakes Snyman. 
Frederick (Pikkie) du Preez 10V het sy caps 

ontvang vanaf Snakes Snyman en André 
van Niekerk op 8 April. 
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Johan Strause. / Jaap Bronkhorst. / Kiewiet 
Bronkhorst. / Piet Jordaan. 

SUIKERBOSRAND CANOPY 
 
2 April - Suikerbosrand Canopy het herkening gegee aan hulle 50 club lede en hulle keppies die aand 
oorhandig. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 PRETORIA CANOPY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Op Donderdag 1ste April het lede van die PVO vergader te Leriba Lodge. Tydens die geleentheid is die Klub 50 caps 

aan drie lede oorhandig. Ronnie Claassen, Koos Moorcroft en Morne Coetzer. Groep foto voor: Koos Moorcroft, Morne 
Coetzer, Ronnie Claassen. Agter: Willoughby Brits, Deon Benade, Mike McWilliams. Let op dat Oom Ronnie die nommer 

1 caps ontvang het. Wat ‘n eer vir ons beskermheer.  

Piet Jordaan en Herman Palm 
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BOLAND CANOPY 25/5/2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ken Viljoen report: What a humbling and emotional experience yesterday 25th May 2019 (same month I 
received my wings in 1967) was for me personally. It stands second to when I received my wings from RSM 
Erasmus in 1967. To be together in such legendary company of Daan (Ysterman) van Niekerk, Jan Mulder and 
Piet Parabat was unbelievable. 

The presentation started with the Chaplin reading out the Paratroopers prayer, and then Pieter with the 
code of honour. 

Many thanks to Pieter Swart chairman of the Boland Canopy who made this unforgettable presentation 
parade a possibility for the four Nomads of the Western Cape to receive their Club 50 Cape. Our thanks also 
go out to Johan Blaauw who did the presentations in such a professional manner. 

The presentation started with the Chaplin reading out the Paratroopers prayer, and then Pieter with the 
code of honour. 

To the Boland Canopy members many thanks for allowing us to be part of your canopy gathering for the 
day, and the ladies who made all the side plates. 

On behalf of the four of us many thanks and Parabat Greetings. 
“Ex Alto Vincimus”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Johan Blaaw; Ysterman van Niekerk; Jan Muller; Ken Viljoen and Piet Parabat. 

Ysterman and Piet Parabat. 
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10 APRIL PTA CANOPY 

Foto nie beskikbaar, maar ons gee ook erkenning aan Pierre van Rooyen van PTA 
Canopy wat deel van die eksklusiewe Klub 50 groep is……. 

KZN CANOPY 

The KZN Canopy hosted a talk at the MOTH Highway Shellhole on 31 May. The guest speaker was Chris 
Snyman, formally of 101 Bn. Chris discussed and gave insight to OP Firewood. The event was well supported. 

At this informal function, before the guest speaker was given the floor, the PVO KZN Canopy honoured 
the men that paved the way, 50 yrs ago. 

Ricky Roberson 1962, Mike Ethell 1963, Adrian Glanvill 1965, with Canopy Chairman Gavin Moultrie. 
Eddie Cox 1967 was unable to make the trip from Uvongo, so he will be presented with his cap next 

week. Kevin Rhodes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Eddie Cox  7/6/2019 

Louis Botha 

 

 

Louis Botha 

James Sloane 

https://www.facebook.com/kevin.rhodes.5496?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdlC-R-R&eid=ARAMgflApX7jSNhA1ebQLmt_UHmdJoPReNIKADiYSK31tv-MBC7LjeIynnBJqJ_uVaja1Jgtm8cSUTLx&hc_ref=ARSFlqnqXTo_UjVjo8GmQOtUlMhQ37yuQcW85WCRPw9wmsq8h8dugmHMJCPy1QkPktw&dti=801030273284617&hc_location=group
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ANZAC DAY, AUCKLAND 24 APRIL 2019 PARABATS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PARABAT WALL OF REMEMBRANCE 

THE EXTENSION TO THE PARABAT WALL OF REMEMBRANCE IS UP 

Grateful thanks to Llewellyn Fouche who 
organised the granite pieces, Attie van Niekerk 
who delivered them and of course Douw Peens of 
Marieba Granite for supplying the stone.  

This was all done from their own pockets 
and own time. What a super bunch of Parabats. 
Is it a coincidence that all are from the Nomad 
Canopy? The Canopy that doesn't hold meetings, 
but gets things done. 

Thanks to all and Chemist the Builder who 
helped drill the holes and erect the slab, not an 

easy task at all. 

Mike McWilliams. 24 Apl 2019  

Parabat Veteran Organisation 

              
 
 
 

Here is M.J. de Wet, Ralph Benoy, Tim Budd and 
Chris Lloyd attending the ANZAC day. Tim who had 
two brothers in the Bats, both passed away, asked 

M.J. for a picture with the rest, to send to his 
mother. He carries their medals on the right side. 

OUR BROTHERS OVERSEAS ACTION 

Manie Grove putting up the names 
for 2018-19 

From the Pretoria Canopy – 

Many thanks Manie.  
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                            PARATROOPER MEMORIAL DAY 
                      4TH MAY 1978 

 
41 years ago, on the 4th May 1978, a glorious but sad day that lives on in South African 
and Namibian military history. 

It was Ascension Thursday, forty days after Easter Sunday. The raid had been 
planned for 1st May so as to catch SWAPO during their great May Day parade. 

Due to the hesitation of politicians, the green light was only given a few days later. 

As it happened, the postponement meant that a large number of SWAPO soldiers who moved into the 
temporary tent housing at Cassinga were in addition to the standing force, also caught in the raid. 

At 08.00 a bombing run by Canberras straddled the base. Due to the soft sand, it was fairly ineffectual 
but certainly gave the soldiers in the base warning that they were under attack. 

A few minutes later, 367 Parabats jumped in a box-drop formation around the base. Due to a 
miscalculation, the box resembled a rhomboid, with the two attack companies badly misplaced. 

Having lost the element of surprise, the attack companies trekked to a start line completely off their 
planned axis of attack. 

Under heavy small arms and heavy machine gun fire, the Parabats pushed on with the attack. 

Despite changing the direction of assault, the stopper groups on the other three sides of the box 
maintained excellent fire control and not one blue on blue incident happened’ 

Fierce fighting in the well-entrenched base took place with fire fights flaring up all over the place in 
unexpected quarters. 

In the late afternoon, the fighting slowed down and finally, the remainder of the SWAPO forces 
surrendered and half the Parabats departed for home. 

With half the lightly armed Parabats left on the ground, they were told of an approach of a large 
armoured column on the Cassinga -Techamutete road. 

A Cuban detachment was on its way to try to rescue their SWAPO allies. 

The leading tank was destroyed by one of the landmines the Parabats had laid for just such an 
eventuality. The distracted remainder of the armour was then either destroyed by Mirage rockets or RPGs 
manned by the Parabat anti-tank platoon. 

Cuba suffered its biggest single-day loss of the war. 

The remaining Parabats were lifted out by the returning helicopters. 

The Parabats lost four good men. Eddie Backhouse, Kockie de Waal, Martin Kaplan and Skillie Human 
was Missing in Action. 

SWAPO losses were in excess of a thousand and about two thousand surrendered but were left behind 
as there was no space in the helicopters.. 

MAY THE FOURTH BE WITH YOU. 

Mike McWilliams. 

President. Parabat Veteran Organisation 

 
 
 

PROPAGANDA 
PAMFLET 
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CASSINGA 41ST ANNIVERSARY 
 
 
 
 
That’s it boys…..daar’s hy manne! Perth’s SADF two-comma-fô for the month 
that will be May in the year of our Lord 2019 done and dusted although it rained 
throughout the night and early morning. The rain lifted just long enough to get to 
the DNA tower and back and have our customary brekkie, something the boys 
are really getting good at! 

We started the morning with a moment of silence for the four parabats 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice with the attack on Cassinga 41 years ago. ‘Lest 
we Forget’. 

A good turnout was had with nineteen veterans turning up despite the wet 
weather. The bats were out in full force with the run coinciding with the 41st 
anniversary of the Cassinga drop. 

The usual force’s banter and talk abound with the brekkie preparation. A 
bottle of Old Brown Sherry was produced and a shot of anti-freeze administered 
to each and everyone and so another custom was born! One has to fight the 
cold I mean! The talk around the barbeques picked up a notch or two 
afterwards! 

Why do we do it one might ask? Well, the answer is simple. Us veterans 
need to take time off to reacquaint with one another and cement existing and 
new friendships. There is some medicine in doing this. We all share the same 
story though the tales may differ. We were after all soldiers once and once a 
soldier, always a soldier! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back: Tim Chadwick; Vincent Redpath; Adam Petzer; Peter Colvin; Craig Howard; Ben 
Opperman; Zander Opperman; Riaan de Villiers; Philip Niman; Ian Higley; Johan Burr-
Dixon; Christo Smith; Jacques van Tonder. Front: Dave Stevenson; Vic van 
Loggerenberg; Garth Pienaar; Dawie de Wet; Slade Healy; Don Pengelly. 

OUTBACK CANOPY VETERANS 

Above: Lekker braai. 
Right: Johan Burr-Dixon; Adam Pelzer; Slade Healy.  
Vintcent Redpath; Dave Stevenson; Werner Lubbe; Tim 
Chadwick; Dawie Dewet; Jacques van Tonder. 
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PARATROOPER MEMORIAL DAY 
 41ST ANNIVERSARY 

05 May 2019 

Dave Barr & Paul J. Els. 

Riana & Ashley Carr.  

 

Paul J. Els; Deon Benade & Willoughby Brits. 

 

 

  

Willoughby Brits. Chris Pohl & Ernst Botes 
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MOTH BLACKSHEEP WINDY OLE SHELLHOLE WINDHOEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nick Hayward en André Smit. / Nick gee aanbieding oor Cassinga. / OB. // André en Nick. 

PARATROOPER MEMORIAL DAY  
 41ST ANNIVERSARY 

05 May 2019 

AAN ALLE MAKKERS! 

Vandag kan ek getuig watter geseënde manne julle van die PVO is. 
6 maande terug was ek in ‘n baie baie diep gat, die swart hond het my beetgekry en ek was 

rigtingloos. 
Daar kom ek weer by julle manne uit, niemand sal weet wat daar met my gebeur het nie.  
My hele lewe het handomkeer verander. Daar was vir my net seëninge van daardie oomblik af. 
My verhouding met my gesin was weer die nommer een in my lewe. 
Ek het meer ‘n betekenis in die lewe. 
Daar was die ontmoeting met julle ysters. Daar was die samekomste met mede makkers. 
Ek het die ontsettende passie om nou net makkers te soek en die Nomads Canopy bymekaar uit te 

bring. 
Vanaf Saterdag (24/05/2019) het ek 15 nuwe aansoeke uitgestuur saam met die 17 wat nog moet 

terugvoering moet gee van laasweek, nou het ons gegroei tot 25% van die Canopies se totale .  

Mooiloop Ysters. Julle werk word hoog waardeer. Attie. 
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Bats teenwoordig by die gedenkdiens van 32 Bn, Voortrekkermonument. 19/5/2019 

Peter Laubscher laid a wreath for 
fallen paratroopers on behalf of 

the Bay Canopy. Peter is a veteran 
of both the Portuguese and South 

African paratroopers. (19/5/2019.) 

McGILL ALEXANDER.  MOTH - EASTERN CAPE REGION. 
 
Today, I was privileged to be the speaker at the annual MOTH 
Third Generation Memorial Parade in Port Elizabeth. 

The "Third Generation" refers to the last of the three 
generations of the 20th Century who were caught up in a war. 
The first was the generation that went through the horror of 
the First World War. The second fought in the Second World 
War. And the third was involved in any of the multitude of 
conflicts that have beset our planet since the end of the 
Second World War. 

For those in South Africa, the post-Second World War 
conflict was what I referred to in my address as the "Southern 
African Thirty-Year War". This includes the conflicts that took 
place between 1960 and 1990 in Angola, Mozambique, 
Rhodesia, Namibia and South Africa. 

There was a good turnout of veterans and others at the 
parade, which was well-organised by the Comrades Algoa 
MOTH Shellhole in Newton Park. 

I try to attend this parade every year, but this was the 
first occasion that I could not march in the ranks of the 
veterans. 

It was good to commemorate the sacrifice of those who 
were killed in our little war. Their sacrifice has enabled us to 
live in freedom from the yoke of Communism that once 
threatened to engulf the world. 19/5/2019 ·  

 
 

 

Op die 21 Mei kuier die voorsitter 
van PTA Canopy Willoughby Brits 

met Roland de Vries vir goeie 
samesyn en bande bou, veterane. 

32 BN SAVATE DAG GEDENKDIENS 
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VOORTREKKERMONUMENT 25/5/2019 

‘n Paar Bats wat die gedenkdiens bygewoon het. 
GROEP FOTO VAN SAVANNAH VETERANE 

Bats in die groep (Lede het nie deelgeneem aan Savannah as Bats nie). 
Sittend: 2de Genl Viljoen en 4de Genl Gert Nel. 

Staande: L/R: 3de Genl Dan Lamprecht; 4de Paul J. Els en 2de van regs Renaud Booysen.  

 

Louis du Plessis; Jan Bierman; Krige van Heerden 
en Hannes Ferreira 
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Tim N Cheri Chadwick wrote on FB on the 4th of June: Had a great afternoon 
with Vintcent Redpath and his family in Perth yesterday. Even got to have a KWV 
brandy together for old time’s sake. Vintcent and I served together at 1 Para 
Bravo Coy in 1987/88. Was great to see him again and get to know his wife Joan 
and sons William and Adrian. 
 

REBURIAL OF JONAS SAVIMBI 
This is a photo of 
members who 
attended the burial of 

Dr Savimbi at Lopitanga - Cuando Cubango on 
the 5th of June 2019. 
Right seated: Left unknown; Capt Tshisukila 
Tukayula de Abreu; Genl Les Rudman and Genl 
Philip du Preez first DST SLO to UNITA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/vintcent.redpath.9?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARD-CXDFMXjlRQlKiv9rzcJW3Tq5eRJoH050_Jax44OIQwseZnTgjd0ZcHAZoh5Vno0_WTkGONuRV7n-&dti=801631003235492&hc_location=group
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COMRADES 2019 
KZN CANOPY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bo: Klaas Hofmeyer van A Komp 77-78 
besig met sy 38ste comrades. 

Links: Oudste seun van Frans Marais, 

Stean hardloop sy eerste Comrades. 
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THE MAROON BERET 

The first British army unit to adopt the beret was the Armoured Corps in 1924 (for more 
information see black beret). During World War II some British Army units followed the 
lead of the Armoured Corps and adopted the beret as a practical headgear, for soldiers 
who needed a hat that could be worn in confined areas, slept in and could be stowed in 
a small space when they wore steel helmets. 

A popular story is that the maroon colour was chosen by Major-General Frederick "Boy" 
Browning, commander of the British 1st Airborne Division, after his wife, Daphne du 
Maurier, suggested that he use the colour which made up part of his horse racing 

colours. However, in a letter, now in the British Airborne Assault Archive, she wrote that it was untrue. Whatever its origin, 
the maroon beret was adopted by the British paratroopers in July 1942. It was first worn by the Parachute Regiment in 
action in North Africa during November 1942. Although coloured maroon, the beret of the British Parachute Regiment is 
often called the "red beret."Initially it was adorned with an Army Air Corps badge. This was replaced with the Paratroop 
Regiment badge in 1943. 

If was during the Western Desert Campaign (1940–1943) that the Germans in the Africa Korps began to refer to members 
of the British Parachute Brigade as Rote Teufel (Red Devils) after their maroon berets and their fighting skills.  

UNITED STATES ARMY 

In 1943, during the Second World War, Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick Browning, commander of the British I Airborne 
Corps, granted a battalion of the US Army's 509th Parachute Infantry Regiment honorary membership in the British 
Parachute Regiment and authorized them to wear British-style maroon berets. US Army advisers to Vietnamese airborne 
forces wore the Vietnamese French-style red beret during the Vietnam War. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maroon_beret) 

TAKEN FROM: DID YOU KNOW "TIT BITS” 

The original colour of the British Paratrooper beret is 
red. When the first group of qualified SA 
Paratroopers returned from England after 
completion of their para training they found the red 
beret was allocated to SA Medical Services. The 
nurses then donated their maroon capes to be 
utilized as material to manufacture the berets for our 
paratroopers. 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maroon_beret
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BATTLE OF BANGUI  
 
Today 6 years ago was the "Battle of Bangui" my tribute 
today goes to all the signallers that worked hard to keep the 
communications going during the deployment and the final 
Battle. The regimental signallers from 1 Parachute Bn did 
extremely well with their outdated signal equipment. SSgt 
Lourens Badenhorst IT specialist who just jumped into a 
vehicle to help with the resupply of ammo and water to the 
front line. To my two signallers Sgt Clifford Fawdry and Cpl 
Mighty Machethe, you guys are "Ysters" keeping the lines of 
communications open under fire and reporting back when 
ever there was an opportunity to do so 

"SWIFT AND SURE" 
To the Fallen may they Rest in Peace. 
David Bezuidenhout  23/3/2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR THEM THE LAST POST HAS SOUNDED 

We stand to attention and salute thirteen members from 1 
Parachute Battalion who were Killed in Action during a 
fierce encounter in the Battle of Bangui, Central African 
Republic where 200 SANDF Soldiers successfully 
defended their base against a Rebel Force numbering 
approximately 3 000 troops and inflicted heavy casualties 
upon the enemy force in the process. The Battle raged 
from Friday 22 March 2013 until Sunday 24 March 2013. 
The casualties were: 

Corporal Mokgadi Darius Seakamela. 
Corporal Ntebaleng Andrew Mogorosi. 
Lance Corporal Daniel Sello Molara. 
Lance Corporal Lukas Mohapi Tsheke. 
Rifleman Lesego Maxwell Hertzog. 
Rifleman Zamani Jim Mxhosana. 
Rifleman Xolani Dlamini. 
Rifleman Vusumzi Joseph Ngaleka. 
Rifleman Karabo Edwin Matsheka. 
Rifleman Khomotso Paul Msenga. 
Rifleman Maleisane Samuel Thulo. 
Rifleman Motsamai William Bojane. 
Rifleman Thabiso Anthon Phirimana. 

Their names and sacrifice have not been forgotten 

 

A HARD FIGHT 

One of the hardest fights 44 Bde ever fought to date. 

From just after 16:00 on Friday 22 March until about 
21:00 on Sunday 24 March, about 200 South African 
soldiers fought a series of running battles outside 
Bangui in the Central African Republic (CAR) against 
a well-armed Seleka force of several thousand, that 
has since been estimated at between 4 000 and 7 
000. And they did so while the CAR Army (Forces 
armées centraficaines or FACA) evaporated around 
them and the peacekeeping forces of Multinational 
Force of Central Africa (FOMAC) disappeared from 
the scene. (Jannie Kotze.) 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/28737204798/permalink/10156919571259799/
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ST MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 

PATRON SAINT OF PARATROOPERS 

Saint Michael is more frequently known as Michael the Archangel, the most senior of the three Archangels, 
Gabriel, Rafael and Michael. 

Apart from his patronage of paratroopers, Saint Michael has found distinct roles. 
Firstly, He is the enemy of satan and the fallen angels. He defeated satan and ejected him from Paradise 

and will achieve victory at the hour of the final battle with satan. 
Secondly, He is the Christian angel of death: at the hour of death. 
Saint Michael descends and gives each soul the chance to redeem itself before passing, is weighing 

souls (Hence the saint is often depicted holding scales) on Judgment Day. 
And Finally, Saint Michael is the Guardian of the church. 
It was two chaplains, Valin de la Vassiere and Jego, from the French paratroopers who first suggested 

that Saint Michael be chosen as the Patron Saint of Paratroopers. This was in Indochina in the late 1940s. 
The first Mass in honor of the paratrooper saint was celebrated in Hanoi Cathedral on 29 September 

1949. Since then it has been celebrated as Saint Michael’s Day. 
 

Here is a description of how St Michael came to be chosen as the patron saint of paratroopers. (Supplied by 
Koos Moorcroft.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST MICHAEL’s CELEBRATIONS 
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SOUTH AFRICAN CONNECTION 
 

The first celebration of Saint Michael’s Day in South Africa was held in Oudtshoorn in 1972. And the story of 
how it began is an interesting one. 

In 1969 four members of the South African Defence Force (all paratroopers) were deployed to Nigeria to 
train troops of the Biafran Army. 

One of the training team, Staff Sergeant Trevor Floyd, was given a weekend off in September. He 
boarded a flight at Uli Airport in Nigeria on the Friday night and landed in Libreville in Gabon. 

On landing he left the aircraft at the end of the runway, jumped a fence, and headed for a villa occupied 
by French soldiers. 

He walked straight into a huge party. On asking what the occasion was, they informed him that the 
following day, Saturday, was Saint Michael’s Day. 

Of course he had no clue as to what that was and was then informed that it was in celebration of Saint 
Michael, the patron saint of paratroopers. 

Naturally, being a paratrooper himself, Trevor felt that it was his duty to celebrate with them. 
The celebrations continued well into the Sunday night, meaning that Trevor missed his flight back to Uli 

and could only fly back on the Monday evening. 
When he arrived back at Uli the then Major Jan Breytenbach was furious. He calmed down when Trevor 

explained the reason as to why he was late. 
Major Breytenbach decided that they were going to hold their own Saint Michael’s Day celebration the 

very next weekend. 
Once back on South African soil the four members of the training team would go on to become the first 

members of 1 Reconnaissance Commando (the Recces), South Africa’s Special Forces unit, which was 
formed in Oudtshoorn. 

In 1972 it was decided that the first Saint 
Michael’s Day celebrations would take place in 
South Africa. 

A Dakota was arranged to bring Parachute 
Battalion members from Bloemfontein for a jump 
and for the celebrations that would be held at the 
Creteria Hotel. Part of the group from 
Bloemfontein included Captains Joe Verster and 
Hennie Blaauw. 

Other Recce members from Oudtshoorn 
included Dave Tippett, Jimmy Oberholster and 
Wannies Wannenberg. Even the ladies bought 
themselves new dresses for the occasion. 

One Reconnaissance Commando was 
transferred to Durban in 1974 and the celebration 
was continued every year by the Special Forces 
units. 

The Pretoria Canopy celebration of 2018 
was a great success where Trevor Floyd told his story in the involvement in the first celebration held in South 
Africa. 

Pretoria Canopy is planning to have their St Michaels function on the 28 September 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 

Koos Moorcroft, PW van Heerden, Kenaas Conradie, Dewald 
de Beer and Trevor Floyd. 

Bespreek by Willoughby Brits vir die 
bywoning van 2019 se St Michael. 

This article plus future one’s will also be 
published in the monthly Military 
Dispatch magazine on the website:  

www.militarydespatches.co.za 

 

 

http://www.militarydespatches.co.za/
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75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE D-DAY LANDINGS 

US paratroopers have been practicing ahead of the 75th Anniversary of the D-Day landings by jumping from a 
C-130 sporting the black and white stripped markings used by allied aircraft on June 6, 1944. US paratroopers 
put on a spectacular display as they leap over northern France ahead of the 75th anniversary of the D-Day 
landings next month. (This was in May 2019.) 

Some 24,000 airborne troops landed across Normandy shortly after midnight, passing over the main 
invasion force as it steamed towards the beach. The paratroopers were ordered to hold strategic locations, 
disrupt communications and prevent reinforcements from arriving at the beaches while the main invasion force 
came ashore. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7044739/US-paratroopers-spectacular-display-preparing-D-Day-

anniversary.html?fbclid=IwAR2ReRvyRoV7JaWczeFuI1Dup6LVK6U0w3QcXm009rcC4FfOtGKugIFc_oQ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Rice 97’ 
05/06/2019 

Jock Hutton 94’ 
05/06/2019 

Willoughby Brits 
visit Arnhem. 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7044739/US-paratroopers-spectacular-display-preparing-D-Day-anniversary.html?fbclid=IwAR2ReRvyRoV7JaWczeFuI1Dup6LVK6U0w3QcXm009rcC4FfOtGKugIFc_oQ
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7044739/US-paratroopers-spectacular-display-preparing-D-Day-anniversary.html?fbclid=IwAR2ReRvyRoV7JaWczeFuI1Dup6LVK6U0w3QcXm009rcC4FfOtGKugIFc_oQ
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The Portuguese Parachutists were born in 1955, when 232 volunteers from the Portuguese army, go to Spain 
to take the course of military parachuting.   

The battalion of Parachute Hunters was presented to the nation in August 1955. 
In a first stage its instruction is based on the commands that made the second world war, later they follow 

with very successful the standards of the French Parquedistas, having the Parquedismo course the molds of 
the Brazilian course.   

In 1961, when the African war began, Parachutists were the first force to be sent to Angola, it would be 
14 years later (1975) the last force to leave the African territory. 

Angola: BCP 21 (Luanda) 
Mozambique: BCP 31 (Beira) 
Mozambique: BCP 32 (Nacala) 
Guinea: BCP 12 (Bissalanca) 
It would be 14 years of dedication to the motherland to the end, receiving the highest decorations. 
In the 80's and 90's, the Portuguese Parachutists were the most effective and best force, discreet and 

without incident in the education, suffered in 1994 the controversial transfer to the army, after almost 40 years 
integrated in the Air Force. 

Being always the first forces to be committed outside the national territory. As it turned out in Bosnia, 
Kosovo, East Timor and Afghanistan, last year the Parachutists took pride in Portugal, with their actions in the 
Central African Republic, clearing that region of the armed groups that terrorized the people. 

 
O lema dos Paraquedistas:” QUE NUNCA POR VENCIDOS SE CONHEÇAM!! 

 
Em 23 de Maio é inaugurado o regimento de Paraquedistas em Tancos. 

Grande abraço e disponha sempre. 
Pedro Castanheira 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PORTUGUESE PARAS 63th BIRTHDAY 

On the 23 of May 2019 the Portuguese Paratroops 
"Regimento de Paraquedistas" celebrated their 63th 
anniversary at the Tancos Military Base. 

(Photos: Sgt S. Rosa.) 
 

Jock Hutton 94’ 
05/06/2019 
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MICK DE JAGER 
 
Koos van Heerden se storie. (Vanaf BB deur Jannie Kotze Maart 2019.) 

Hierdie is die storie van ‘n Paratrooper wat by twee geleenthede amper dood was. 
Mick de Jager, hy is nou ‘n invalide in ‘n te huis in Port Elizabeth. 
Maar, hier is sy verhaal. 

Een van die take van die Valskerm Bataljon kompanie op die grens was “soek en redding” opperasies. 
Dit het so gewerk; indien ‘n Mirrage, Buccanner, of Impala een of ander taak soos foto verkenning in 

Angola moes gaan doen is die Valk groep met ‘n Puma helikopter vervoer na Eenhana basis wat die naaste 
basis aan die Kaplyn was. Dit het die klompie Paratroopers instaat gestel om op ‘n kort kennisgewing met die 
Puma oor die grens te kom sou die vliegtuig wat met die verkennings/foto opperasie besig was iets sou 
oorkom soos om afgeskiet te word. Die Valskerm soldate is dan na die toneel gevlieg om eerstens die vlieenier 
te soek en te red. Tweedens was hulle taak om die wrak te beveilig tot daar besluit is of die wrak vernietig 
moes word of herwin sou word. 

Die dag is die seksie/valkgroep by Eenhana basis en wag hulle vir terugvoering van die Impala vlieenier. 
Daar gebeur toe niks, die vlienier laat weet hulle hy is veilig terug oor die grens, het sy taak voltooi en dat hulle 
kan terugkeer na Ondangwa lughawe. 

Die Puma vlieënier lig die manne in dat hy bietjie wil werk aan sy vliegure en as hulle nie omgee nie 
gaan hy n draai of twee met hulle vlieg. Ek ken geen soldaat wat sou beswaar aanteken nie. 

In elk geval, hulle vra hom toe of hy sal omgee om bietjie hoog te vlieg, hulle wil graag met hulle 
“onwettige” kameras ‘n foto of twee van Eenhana basis neem en sommer ‘n paar fotos van die Kaplyn wat op 
daai hoogte duidelik sigbaar is. Die vlieënier stem in, die boord tegnikus deel hulle mee dat hulle gaan kyk hoe 
hoog hulle kan vlieg maar dat suurstof op baie hoe hoogtes ‘n probleem kan word. Hy gee toe aan hulle twee 
suurstof selinders en se hulle moet maar onder mekaar deel soos hulle dit mag nodig vind. 

Daar styg hulle op en vlieg al hoër en hoër, 3,000 voet, 5,000 voet, 7,000 voet, die boordtegnikus hou 
hulle op ‘n gereelde basis ingelig tov die hoogte. Koos se hy kan nie onthou wat was die laaste hoogte nie. 
Intussen sit hulle 3 x 3 in die Bakboord en Stuurboord deure, voete na buite, met die res van die valkgroep in 
die Helikopter. Fotos word geneem en kameras aangestuur na die manne in die deure toe om ook vir hulle 
fotos te neem. 

Op ‘n stadium, leun Nick de Jager ver vorentoe om ‘n beter foto te neem. Op daai selfde moment besluit 
die vlieënier dit was nou genoeg en duik af grond se kant toe. Die skielike verlies aan swaartekrag veroorsaak 
dat Mick de Jager opstyg uit die helikopter uit. Koos van Heerden reageer vinnig en kry Mick de Jager aan die 
bokant van sy stewel beet, ruk hom terug in die helikopter in, waarop de Jager sy kop baie hard teen die 
helikopter kap dat die bloed spat, in die selfde oomblik bekots de Jager ook die helikopter. 

Terug op Ondangwa lughawe wou die helikopter bemanning weet waar kom die bloed en braaksel 
vandaan? Intussen het die Paratroopers besluit om die waarheid so ‘n bietjie te verdoesel en vertel dat een 
van die manne hom nie wou gedra nie en toe donner hulle hom gou om hom maniere te leer. Die lugmag 
personeel aanvaar dit as die waarheid en die valkgroep maak die helikopter skoon. Daar het nooit weer ‘n 
haan na die insident gekraai nie. 

Na die voltooing van sy diensplig gaan Mick de Jager Universiteit toe en “swot” een of ander 
natuurbewaring kursus en kry ‘n goeie pos by die Namibiese se natuurbewaring. 

Op ‘n staduim vlieg hy saam met ‘n helikopter om een of ander bok of ‘n ding te “dart”. Hang weer aan 
die buitekant van die helikopter soos ‘n vink. In die proses val Mick uit die helikopter, deur ‘n boom, doen erge 
brein skade op en is nou in rolstoel gekluister. 

Twee keer die dood vrygespring met ernstige nagevolge. 
(Die verhaal van Mick de Jager soos aan my vertel deur Koos van Heerden.) 
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BRING SKILLIE HOME PROJECT   10/06/2019 
 
Update on Bring Skillie Home Project. 

Our lawyer in Luanda has attended some meetings with the Committees put together by the President’s 
Office to facilitate the Skillie Project. 

We had been warned by the Angolan Embassy here in SA that it would be unlikely, for delicate political 
reasons, that we would be allowed to repatriate Skillies remains until the remains of Jonas Savimbi were 
exhumed and re-buried in his home town as the new President of Angola had promised UNITA supporters. 

Incidentally, it took 13 years for the Savimbi re-burial to become a reality so we are in the fast lane 
compared to that and the EBO Fours 17 years. 

The Savimbi process has now been completed, although not without incident. The remains were 
delivered to the wrong town and after an outburst of anger from UNITA people, it was later sent to the correct 
town for re-burial. 

We hope that this barrier to progress is now a thing of the past and that our project will receive the urgent 
attention we require. 

I will keep you all informed as soon as we get any more news from Angola. 
Mike McWilliams. 
President. 
Parabat Veteran Organisation 

Best Regards 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOMAD CANOPY LADY MEMBER 

Here is a photo of Minette Brooker (daughter of Jakkals de Jager) 
enjoying her first tandem jump with Lt. Col Thatcher. (Jump date 18 
May 2019.) She is the first lady member of the Nomad Canopy and 

friend of Pretoria Canopy. 
Piet ‘Parabat’ Coetzee, doing what he lives! 
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EDITOR:  

1. What is the world record for operational jumps in one day by one Bat? 
2. How many jumps is the record for a SA paratrooper for operational jumps in one 

day? 
3. Which Bats have more than 5,000 jumps in South Africa? 
4. How many jumps must you jump to qualify as a Bat?? Answer bottom of page!! 
5. Why do some Bats wear maroon and others green blazers and not navy/black? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“My magtig troep – dink jy jy is Al Debo?” 

“Nee sarge ek hou net my bek – ek het nog nie my 

Canopy subs betaal nie!! 

Answer: All the jumps!!!!! 
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UIT DIE VERLEDE / FROM THE PASS 
 

ONS WIL GRAAG STORIES EN FOTO’S UIT DIE VERLEDE OOK IN DIE NUUSBRIEF PLAAS  
 WE WOULD LIKE TO PLACE PHOTOS AND STORIES FROM THE PAST IN THIS NEW LETTER. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REDAKSIE: Jakkels de Jager is tans besig met sy boek oor Vryval in die SAW en wil graag van 
julle stories en foto’s wil bekom. 

                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                             

TRADISIE 

Ek wil graag die volgende tradisie voorstel tydens begrafnise van ons lede. Gewoontlik is die beret, medaljes 
en vlerkies van gestorwe lid op die kis wat dan aan die familie oorhandig word tydens die diens; of voordat die 
kis in die lykswa gesit word vir verassing of voordat die kis in die graf gelaat word. Ek wil graag die volgende 
gebruik voorstel dat die spring logbook (as die beskikbaar is) ook bygesit word. Voorstel is dat die geteken 
word deur die prediker of die afstuurder wat bevriend is met die lid tydens die diens – as die laaste spring – 
met afsterwe datum en DZ waar die lid gesterf het. Enige kommentaar hierop samblief. Dukubat. Paul J. Els. 

1966: Jakkals de Jager, George Reeman, Mel Field. Geneem tydens vertoonsprong te Ladybrand. / 
c. 1970’s Vlieënier is Charl de Villiers en springer is John Dednam. Vliegtuig Tiger Moth WO1. 
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ADMINISTRATION 
THE PVO WEBSITE 

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the information you need on the organisation. Please visit it 
regularly. Any paratrooper who needs to know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be helped from this 
website. New members are welcome and existing members who are unsure of any of the benefits on offer can 
make enquiries there. 

PVO APP 

Go onto the Android or Apple store, search for Parabat Veterans Organisation and download the PVO app on 
your mobile device. Soon paid-up PVO members will have access to premium information and additional 
benefits. 

BOOKS / CD’S / DVD’S OF THE BATS  

Order from our Canopy a variety of books, CD’s and DVD’s 

 

 

 

 

We have DVD recordings of presentations by …. 

1) Genl. Les Rudman - Padvinders 
2) Genl. Andre Bestbier  
3) Oom Ronnie Claassen  
4) CWO John Haynes – Recce seaborne training 
5) Dr. A.R. Turton – Strategic Operations run by National Intellegence  
6) Capt. Dirk Gouws – Die Kuns van spoorsny 
7) SCWO Koos Moorcroft – The battle of Arnhem 

…… and a growing media library with recordings we will be making of all future presentations 

BELANGRIKE DATUMS VIR DIE VOLGENDE 6 MAANDE 

 
PTA CANOPY BYEENKOMSTE 12 JUL / 8 AUG / 13 SEPT / 11 OKT / 8 NOV / 14 DEC 
 

• 24-AUG SAP TIN, GEDENKDIENS  

• 8-SEP SAVANNAH HERDENKENS DIENS 

• 28 SEP ST MICHAELS FUNKSIE 
 
 

TO DOWN LOAD FREE BOOKS GO TO: 
https://www.warbooks.co.za/collections/e-books 

 

http://www.parabat.org.za/
https://www.warbooks.co.za/collections/e-books
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PARABAT REUNION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Die Nomad Canopy is geskep vir die paratroopers 
wat nie naby aan die konvensionele canopies bly 
nie, of in die buiteland woon of werk, maar steeds 
wil inskakel by die PVO. Dit is dus 'n "cyber" canopy 
wat ten volle by die PVO ge-affilieerd is.  

Deon Benadé  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/848882148489620/?ref=group_header
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WORD FROM THE EDITOR 

This is your newsletter. Please make contribution to it in the line of news; personal 

stories during training or operations; looking for someone; report on parade attended; 

and any loss of Bats. The next one will be at the end of September 2019 and need your 

input two weeks before this deadline…………..   .   VASBYT 

Chris.pohl@mweb.co.za 

FINAL 

 

In the September issue we would like to publish something on Exercise Strandloper (Ops PRONE) and 

would like some contribution from member who was part of the Exercise. Part two of the St Michael will be 

added.  

STOP DROP: If we don’t get any contributions towards this newsletter we will STOP DROP. Please support 

us!!! / As ons nie bydraes gaan ontvang van ons lede nie gaan ons die Nuusbrief STOP DROP!!!! 

PRETORIA CANOPY VERJAARSDAE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     MAART  APRIL   MEI   JUNIE   
Koegelenberg  Craig Rorich  Willem Walters 77’ P.J. Botes 
At Vorster 62’     Paul Els 87’  Gerhard Theron ‘89 
      André Stemmet  

12 Mei Chris Kinghorn  
12 Mei Jakobus Rossouw  
16 Mei Baksteen van Huyssteen.  
18 Mei Danie Bakker  
25 Mei Louis Johannes Botha  
23 Mei Louis du Plessis  
 
Junie – Niks  
 

01 Apr Johann van Eeden  
01 Apr Theodorus van der Walt  
02 Apr Willem Botha  
08 Apr Charles Scalliet  
11 Apr Cecil Rhind  
11 Apr Norman Shelly  
16 Apr Arnoldus van der Westhuizen  
21 Apr Arrie Helberg  
19 Apr Lieb Liebenberg  
26 Apr Attie van Niekerk 

paul@who-els.co.za 
Paul J. Els 

chris.pohl@parabat.org.za 
Chris Pohl 

mailto:paul@who-els.co.za
mailto:chris.pohl@parabat.org.za
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Die onverwagse afsterwe van André Stemmet het die militêre valskermgemeentskap en spesifiek die PVO, 
waarvan hy ‘n lid was, geskok! 

Afgesien van sy burgerlike beroep was André ‘n valskermsoldaat in murg en been. As ‘n jong Suid-
Afrikaanse burger het hy tydens sy dienspligopleiding goeie leierseienskappe getoon met die gevolg dat hy 
gekeur is om offisiersopleiding te ondergaan. Hy het hierdie kursus suksesvol voltooi waarna hy bevorder is tot 
die rang van 2de luitenant. Hy het vrywillig aansoek gedoen om as ‘n valskermsoldaat opgelei te word. André 
het die strawwe keurings-en valskermopleidingskursus geslaag, waarna hy met onderskeiding as offisier by 1 
Valskermbataljon dens gedoen het. André is bevorder tot luitenant en as tweede-in-bevel van B Kompanie in 
1980 waar hy met onderskeiding sy pligte en verantwoordelikhede nagekom het. Hy het dan ook in dieselfde 
jaar waargeneem as kompaniebevelvoerder van dieselfde kompanie en sy valskermsoldate operasioneel 
aangevoer in die destydse Sektor 10 in Suidwes-Afrika. 

André het na sy vier jaar in 1 Valskermbatajon homself gaan bekwaam in die Regte en as Advokaat 
begin praktiseer, daarin het hy met net soveel entousiasme en onderskeiding uitgeblink.   

As ‘n burgerlike met ‘n suksesvolle beroep het hy egter soos meeste ander oud valskermsoldate die 
kameraderie en broederskap waaraan hy gewoond was gemis en hy die PVO aangesluit. Hy het waar moontlik 
die byeenkomste gereeld bygewoon en gedeel. Hy het altyd met kalmte en waardigheid opgetree soos die 
spreekwoordelike Offisier en Heer! Sy heengaan laat ‘n groot leemte en die PVO en sy lede sal André mis. 

Ons rou saam met sy naastes, vriende en kennisse. Die Bybel sê vir ons dat die wat rou geseen sal 
word. Die verlies van ‘n Geliefde toets in sulke droewige omstandighede ‘n mens se geloof maar dit is net 
Geloof wat ‘n mens troos en sterk maak in hierdie moeilike tyd. Ons salueer ons Valskermbroer en kosbare 
makker André Stemmet en ons weet sy laaste landing as Valskermsoldaat was op ‘n mooi afgooistrook en sy 
landing by Onse Vader as ons Afgooistrookoffisier was sag. Ons Salueer jou ons Makker en Vriend!  

Ex Alto Vincimus                 WE CONQUER FROM ABOVE 
Oom Ronnie Claassen en Kobus Human 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

McGill Alexander. Back in 1980, when I had to go on a three-month Combat Team Commanders Course, I handed over 
temporary command of B Coy, 1 Para Bn to him at Ondangwa, where we were the resident Fire Force. He had just been 
promoted to full lieutenant. He was always a hard-working, serious and dedicated officer. But he was also a real gentleman: 
polite, respectful towards those both above and below him in the military hierarchy and with a ready smile. He found the 
harsher parts of soldiering distasteful, but never let that stop him from doing his job. He always struck me as a gentle soul. 
My deep condolences to his family and loved ones. 

 

  André                Stemmet 
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THE PARACHUTIST 

When civvy folks are tucked in tights, 

And we are pushed around at night, 

Al though we know it isn’t right, 

It’s foolish but it’s fun. 

With yells and shouts we do alight, 

Upon the Dropping Zone at night, 

Al though we know it isn’t right, 

It’s foolish but it’s fun. 

We’d love to pull the Sergeant’s chute, 

And hear him yell; “Oh bloody hell” 

Then tell the officers to go an well   

It’s foolish but it’s fun. 

We always see the morning light, 

We jump all day and jump all night, 

Al though we know it isn’t right, 

It’s foolish but it’s fun. 

(Unknown) 

 

 


