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WOORD VAN DIE REDAKSIE

CANOPY KOMITEE WORD FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Voorsitter: Ch 4 MESSAGE FROM THE PTA CANOPY CHAIRMAN
O/ Voorsitter: \ij_ _ )
Sekretaris: Wynan Dieder de k_wa_rtaal _van_2025_ i's On
Toseurl ars Wwnand [ Soos verlede jaar is ons weer uitgenooi om by die "4 x 4 &

_ Outdoor Show" betrokke te raak. Dit was 'n groot sukses en ons het
Gedenkdi enste: Roch \yeerpaje besoekers gelok.
Kommuni kasi e: Chri Van ons manne wat betrokke was by Operasie Savannah asook
Skakel i ng .8ANwer ¢&ken ander Parabats het ons verteenwooddig by die sluitings funksie en
Gasvryheid: Johan | 9edenkdiensvandie Veterane van Savannah bond.

Ons dank aan Roche Vermaak, Louwrens Swanepoel en
Willoughby Brits wat by byna elke gedenkdiens ons verteenwoordig.

'n Groot laagte punt is die hoeveelheid van ons makkerswat ons
aan die dood afgestaan het die afgelope paar maande. By meeste
se dienste het lede ons sterk verteenwoordig as 'n laaste eerbetoon
gedoen.

Ons versoek weereens dat as enige lede enige ou Militére
uitrusting het wat in die garage of huis in die pad Ié - skenk dit gerus
aan ons uitstalling by die PPM, te Fort Schanskop. (Kontak my of
Oom Paul.)

Parabat Groete,
Chris Ponhl

Wer wi Afgti e van Ni ek:¢
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%NB8AA!  # | - [AYS ) R
pU #¥pc | HTw$ %#

INDEMNITY

eters, ‘ We know readers will smile about certain strange events they read

Articles & reno o or see in this newsletter. We also know readers will not hold the

editorial board responsible for every statement! This newsletter is

e om all ove 6 filled with very different personal opinions of military veterans who

o verlode write mainly just on their own behalf. So, they say what they like.

VRYWARING

Ons weet lesers sal glimlag oor sekere vreemde gebeure wat hulle in
hierdie nuusbrief lees en sien. Ons weet 00k lesers sal die redaksie
nie vir elke uitspraak verantwoordelik hou nie! Hierdie nuusbrief is
propvol uiteenlopende persoonlike menings van militére veterane wat
veral net namens hulleself skryf. So, hulle sé wat hulle wil.

You never know how strong you are
intil being strong is the ONLY oplio
- you have left.

WERK SAAM MET GOD
Baie mense issointens i ndi vi dual i st i énsin dharih heh
dat iemand hulle raad moet aanbied. Hulle doen graag dinge op hulle
eie manier T dikwe Is met rampspoedige gevolge. Hulle weier om enige
taak te delegeer, selfs aan die bekwaamste mense. Ten spite van die
goeie werk wat hulle doen, kon hulle soveel meer in minder tyd verrig
het as hulle slegs geleer het om met kollegas saam te werk.

Dieselfde beginsel is van toepassing op die geestelike lewe. Baie
Christene is so afhanklik dat hulle nie in harmone met mek aar kan
saamwerk nie. Hulle organiseer geredelik maar is onwillig om
kontruktiewe raad te aanvaar. As dinge nie volgens hulle plan gedoen
word nie, is hulle kwaad .

Vers om te onthou! (Hag . 2. 4)
mnerk, waht Bk is by julle, sé die Here die Almagti ge . «

iBegin
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The PVO website

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the
information you need on the organisation. Please
visit it regularly. Any paratrooper who needs to
know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be
helped from this website. New members are
welcomeand existing memberswho are unsure of
any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries
there.

#Neem asseblief k e nth &

state beski kbaar i s \

vir besigti@Qnsaghemin vt

oudi teure in plek om

vir el ke -senof wapagee
NEW BOOKS

VALSKERMIS

VERHALE

Bestel vanaf:
lertia@naledi.co.za
I i

SEEING Tie 2y
ELEPHANT

THE BATTLE DIARIES

THE
FUND

Essentially, the wellbeing of all Parabats and
their families is our primary concern. Many of
us are reaching the age where retirement and
redundancy become threats to our continued
welfare. Some of us have been suffering from
the strain of wounds and disabilities sustained
during ouryears as soldiers as well as suffered
after our military service ended. Others have
been made redundant by retrenchments or
affirmative action.

All these people need help and supportin
their daily lives.

PVO ENABLEMENT

Marked
PelsA Boeke
Contact Paul J. Els paul@who -els.co.za
Order books from epos@qroep7.co.za
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DIARY OF SOUTH AFRICA'S
2 OPERATION SAVANNAR
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ARTICLES | REPORTS | SNIPPETS

FROM Al | OVFR
W.P. LOUW.

PaWillemoras hewas fondly called DIEKOMMANDANT by many, was a stern disciplinarian
to the troops, however being his first and on
his eyed with me being able to twist hceasaagit 01

_ However, on the homefront, he managed to balance
~ % |some fun time for hosting friends, preparing his favourite
~_|tomato soup, the braai being his favourite source of

= practising his skills with food. Following a Sunday lunch,
we 0d be spoilt wi t hevening fmed with
— leftovers and mouthwatering fillings being a family
favourite. As kids (mybrother Willie - nine years myjunior)
we were bundledinto the car with the picnic basket for the
odd trip to the DRIVE IN - always a simple treat in
| spending tim e together as a family. The fondest memories
W are of early caravan holidays to Keurboomstrand, where
fishing and the smell of braaing meat with my Dad always
telling stories that filled the air.

In 1953 my Dad left for London as part of the SA contingent of 4 officers who rode
in the Mounted Escort at the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth Il. As a six year old at the
time, | could not understand why it took so long for him to come back home! As he rose in
rank and with the demands of work becomingmore pressing, we saw less of him but living

on military bases from a very young age has left indelible me mories of childhood friends
left behind in Voortrekkerhoogte, Tempe, Bethlehem and Upington, because o f all the
transfers. By 1959, the last term of the school year, | was enrolled in my nineth school

as we were only stationed in Upington for 10 months! Because of all the moves the saying
goes that a soldier had "dom kinders en stukkende meubels"!

In latter years, | recall him doing inspections at Voortrekkerhoogte where on one
memorable occasion, he arrived on horseback instead of his official car - this of course
became a talking point between guards and troops - all caught unaware!

The night of his passing will forever remain in my memory. Who'sto say what triggered
his need for open air at minus 4 degrees in the Winter Highveld to leave the house after
midnight. My Dad was missing! Thanks to General Jan Fourie who rallied his men o nly to
find my Dad in the veld near our house in the early hours of the morning. He was foundin
parabats landing position which gave my brother and | a degree of comfort with the
knowledge thathe died as a SOLDIER, notcosseted in the comfortof his bed. The autopsy
revealed he'd had a massive stroke and a heartattack. It was the 4th of July 1980.

Ina Scholtz (daughter of Cmdt W .P. Louw).
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LOUW, WI LISEM, SM

Willem Petrus Louw was born on 29 November 1920 in Bloemhof
in the Orange Free State. He completed his schooling at the
Schweizer - Reneke Hoérskool.

He started his military career on 21 March 1938 at the age

of 17 at the Special Service Battalion and attested as a soldier
in the Permanent Force on 1 December of the same year as a

private. Hesubsequentlyservedas aNon - Commissioned Officer
i n t hServiéeTCorps (South African Ordnance Service Corps)
unt il he successfully completed his

which he was secondedto the Infantry Corps and posted to the
South African Military College as instructor on 3 August 1942.

After attending a Candidate Officerds course in
African Armoured Corps with the rank of Temprary Second Lieutenant and was attached to
the General Service Branch (Permanent Force) on 21 August 1943. Immediately thereafte r
he was transferred to 6 South African Armour Division and departed for the Middle East
and ltaly on 12 September 1943, for active service in the field. While serving abroad, he
was promoted to War Substantive Lieutenant in February 1944 and transferred t o the
Central Mediterranean Forces on 15 April 1944.

Louw returned to South Africa on 27 May 1945. He subsequently served in different
Permanent Force Headquarters and Units where he occupied a variety of regimental and
staff posts. He attended various courses and was promoted to the ranks of Lieutenant in
May 1946, Captain in December 1951 and Major in December 1958.

In January 1959 he was appointed Officer Commanding, North West Cape Command.
Appointment as Officer Commanding 2 Mobile Watch and a promotion to the rank of
Temporary Commandant followed in October 1959.

He attended a Parachute Instructords Course with
Force in the United Kingdom during the latter part of 1960. On 1 January 1961, he was
promoted to Substantive Commandant, after which he was appointed Officer Commanding 1
Parachute Battalion with effect from 1 April 1961. He was personally responsible for
establishing the unit and the building of all training installations and resources required for
the training of the paratroopers of our country. The subsequent development of this unit
into one of the elite combat units of the South African Army took place under his personal
and energetic leadership.

After a long Staff Course he attended during 1964 at the South African Military
College, he was promoted to the rank of Colonel on 1 November 1964 and became Officer
Commanding the South African Military College in Voortrekkerhoogte.

On 1 July 1966 he was appointed Officer Commanding, Northern Transvaal Command
and promotedto the rank of Brigadier. His appointmentas Chief of the Army and promotion
to the rank of Lieutenant General took effect on 1 December 1967. During his term as
Chief of the Army, he was invited by the French Government to attend the Paris Air Show
in France during June 1971.

Louw was appointed Inspector General in the Defence Force in 1974. Due to the
functional reorganisation of the top structure of the South African Defence Force, it was
decided to do away with this post. As it was not possible to utilise General Louw
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vantageously in another post in his current rank, he retired, prematurely, at the age of
54 years, at close of duty on 31 March 1975.

Louw was married to Beulah Nel, born 20 July 1927. Their daughter Ina was born on
29 June 1947 and their son Willem on 24 November 1957. They also have an adopted son
Hein. W.P. Louw passed away on 4 July 1980 and was laid to rest in the Voortrekkerhoogte
(new cemetery).

DECORATIONS AND MEDALS

Star of South Africa Decoration (1974)

Southern Cross Medal (1962)

Coronation Medal (1953)

Medal for Good Service in the Permanent Force

1939/1945 Star

Italy Star

Defence Medal (British)

War Medal (1939/45)

Africa Service Medal

Honourable Mention in Despatches (M.1.D.)

PROFICIENCY BADGES
I nstructordés Parachute Wings
[Taken from the book We conquire from Above by Paul J. Els.]

W.P. Louw Jump log book.
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FIFTY YEARS DOWN THE LINE

On Wednesday 3rd of September during a visit by former paratroopers from A - Company
1975 at 44 Parachute Regiment, Tempe, Bloemfontein, to commemorate their fiftieth
anniversary, Lieutenant Colonel Mokwena, 2nd in Command of 44 Parachute Regiment
welcomed t hem. While they were waiting his arrival in a conference room that will stand up

to any blue - chipcorporate boardroom, Paratroop Warrant Officer Jaza briefed the visitors

on thetour'sitinerary. It soon became clear that Warrant Officer Jaza not only have the
physique of a professional paratrooper but is also a disciplinarian of note that would not

tolerate any nonsense on his base, whether from within his own ranks or visitors, regardless

of their age, gender, or status.

The reason for the visit took shape during a
reunion when it became evident during that the old
| paratroopers viewed their concerns about what
today's paratroopers represent. The only way to
4 Fanacaure ' dispel these perceptions was to arrange a visit to the

battalion. With A -Co mp a n y 6-€enturyarkuhion
upcoming it seemed the perfect occasion. The 75
Parabats, or better known as the Savannah Parabats,
decided to celebrate their reunion in Bloemfontein
and, if possible, visit the Regiment to connect with
current paratr oopers.

Their organizer, Tommy Viljoen, as usual took the
| task upon himself and, by leveraging the right
| connections, arranged the visit. Tommy immediately
undertook the challenging task of coordinatinga date
that would suit everyone, which was indeed a
challenging task.

44 Parachute Brigade entrance with
Corporal Deon Schoeman in the During the induction meeting, Lieutenant Colonel

IS Mokwena was quick to dismiss any rumours that the
dreaded physical training course and strict qualification criteria for entry into the jump
course had been compromised over the years. However, modern times required keeping up

with changing circumstances and different threats facing South Africa. Therefor e, the
training of a paratrooper in the modern era has taken a more scientific and psychological
approach. The standards are still as it was fifty years ago, if not better. A statement that

was at first met with a level of scepticism, but the wry smile on the Colonel's face would
soon prove them all wrong. For example, while the physical training duration was curtailed,
the additional psychological aspect woul d ensure that the standards of the past are not
compromised.

A visit to the parade ground where many an aspiring paratrooper's spirit was broken
broughtback memories that would be better forgotten. The veterans were surprised to find
that memorials dating back half a century were still maintained amidst new ones in memory
of the fallen heroes of the past and present who foughtbravely in various battles on local
and foreign soil. It was heartening to hear first - hand that parades are still held regularly
in memory of these soldiers who paid the ultimate price for wha t they believed was the
right thing to do, praise the Lord.
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Highlight of the day was a visit to the new Parachute Training Wing which took the
visitors on a walk around the base. What a revelation for those doomsayers, contrary to
the normal perceptions of military bases plunged into total anarchy. They had to admi tthat
44 Parachute Regiment is in better condition than they found it in 1975.

That was it for them, paratroopers are still the best and have no equal in the military. The

renovated obstacle course reminded them of days gone by and it was hard to believe that

once upon a time they also sailed over those obstacles, especially on a wet rainy day with
their raincoats on so they would not get too wet.

E TRAINING SCHooL

I e—.

—

Members of A - Coy 1975 posing in front of the Parachute Training school.

The heigh of their visit was the SANDF Parachute Training Schoolwhere Captain Malgas
and her team were waiting. Yes, they were surprised to find a lady in charge of such an
important phase of the paratroopers training. However, she quickly silenced even t he most
outspoken amongst them when she demonstrated the first lesson all paratroopers receive,
the jumpers posture. It goes without saying that Captain Malgas captured everyone's
attention as they sat in silence watching her and her team of professional p aratroopers
perform a flawless demonstration, absolute textbook stuff!

Just when they thought the demonstration was over, the usual outspoken among the
visitors questioned the absence of the infamous "Aapkas", then Captain Malgas summoned
them to follow in her usual self - assured manner. Awaiting them was the most amazing real -
time aircraft exit simulator facility for which one could wish. After another flawless
demonstration of how to exit an aircraft, everybody was gobsmackedto say the least. Most

remarkable observation was that thetraining centre had also becomean interna tional facility
where paratroopers from across the globe cometo receive their parachutetraining. A major
feather in cap for South Africads standing in the
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Slmulatlng the dlfferent stages of exiting an aircraft

The visit soon ended while observing a group of candidates preparing for one of those gruelling
training sessions, male, and female alike.

Neatly packed out next to each team were a par at
marble, a pole, a used rocket cylinder and steel stretcher manufactured from heavy duty
angle iron. The determined expression on the faces of these soldiers, fighting fo r that
maroon beret, was clearly visible. For some, however, it would not be the case, as fatigue
had already taken its toll after weeks of relentless, rigorous training. The expression in
their eyes told a story that only an experienced paratrooper could relate.

The stretcher was a new device and the brave ones among the old boys could not stop
themselves from resisting the temptation to pick it up. However, when they learned that
the final test for a paratrooper is to carry the stretcher for 72 hours straight, it left
them with no doubtthat the Paratrooper tradition of being tougher than the rest will never
die.

In conclusionandwithoutdoubt,the Regimentis ingood and capable handsand everybody
were proud to mention that once, many years ago they were members of 1 Parachute

Battalion, an experience that had forged them into a unit that had to be reckoned with
under difficult conditions.

To the current and future paratroopers of 44 Parachute Regiment, it was an honourand
privilege to meet you. A - Company of 1975 will spread your message to all corners of the
world, well done.

Ex alto Vincimus. God Bless 44 Parachute Regiment!

A special note of appreciation:

We, as A - Company 1975 would like to extend our gratitude to the following people who
made this visit possible.

Colonel L.H. Gordon - OC of 44 Parachute Regiment

Lt Colonel R.M. Mokwena & 2ndIC of 44 Parachute Regiment

Lt Colonel Z. Biyela 8 Commander Para Training School

Major S.S. Tyale 8 PTB Commander

MWO Z. Jaza & PSM 44 Parachute Regiment

Captain C. Malgas - Instructor
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ieutenant L.L. Kleyn & Corporate Communications .

A Special thanks from A - Coy 75 to Col (Ret.) Butch Williamson.

(Chairperson Parabats Veterans Organisation

coordinated the visit with 44 Parachute Regiment) e v

Article written by L/Cpl Stephan (Blackie) Swart

0 Bloemfontein Canopy for fa

www.stephanswart.org

¥

L A Komp 1975 b Doringbos Lo'dg'.e* PR

Pase 2

cilitating and

44 Parachute Regiment
dfviend of Parateoopers
Avandedoa 1) Saprcben 7525

Military Veterans
(A-Coy 1975 ntake)

Lagiecicnl ea ddabioe et acd prnes ids,

N
W52} jor kb wesledefm bk 41 Pracke e Py

R ket 2t
ek Exlar il oith pide

" QB Ioemfonteiﬂ A3109/2025 - . =

4 (o
T v # s bder 3 s i
Ot

..\

Captain Chavonn Carmen Malgas is breaking barriers and soaring higher
as one of t he SA National Def ence

paratroopers. Right: Hi t har d when ités your tur

Malgas stands at the Wall of Fame, a testamentto unwavering strength and

Ty
i

X

Captain Malgas leads her team in “the
calm before the storm” as they walk
towards the aircraft, prepared to display
their natural airborne skill and fearless

- spirit.

From sky to soil, Captain Malgas
executes a perfect landing, marking yet
another successful mission.

\ T

H The smile of a warrior who conquered
the skies, Captain Malgas, lands with
pride and poise.
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22ND SPECIAL AIR SERVICE

REGIMENT
Twelve years ago, 25-year-old Lance
Corporal Joshua Leakey of the Parachute
Regiment faced a storm of gunfire in
Afghanistan. When a U.S. Marine officer
lay wounded and his team was on the
brink, Leakey sprinted across open ground
under relentless fire to start the
evacuation.

Not once, but three times, he ran
through that deadly gauntletd dragging
heavy machine guns into stronger
positions, laying down suppressive fire,
and rallying his comrades. For 45 minutes
he fought with fearless resolve, turning
near collapse into defiance until air support
arrived.

For his actions, Leakey was awarded
the Victoria Crossd the only living British
soldier to receive it for Afghanistan. His
story reminds us that true courage is not
about rank, but about stepping forward
when everything hangs in the balance

(Internet)

P

1

R b e 0t

A parachute drop from a Vickers Virginia bomber. This picture lustrates the method used by the first parachutisis,
who dropped from the ends of each of the wings.,
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LOOK OUT SAY AGAIN DIRECTION

ROGER THAT PROBLEM f NEGATIVE ASSAULT ELIMINATE

/ e

HOW TO WIN AN
ARM WRESTLING MATCH

THE SET-UP

START with your
o dominant foot forward,
hip against the table, and

THE TOP ROLL

you to decrease their leverage. hand back.

ROTATE your body to
line up your shoulder

with your arm and pull
his hand to the table.

—e e
1: CURL your wrist toward you to twist  2: LEAN in and pull their wrist toward
their hand back and down. you to continue gaining leverage.

2: SLIDE your hand up so your palm
is centered over the top of their hand
1: PULL your opponent’s arm toward and use this leverage to bend their
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NUUS VANAF ORAL / NEWS FROM ALL OVER

01/07/2025 i 31/09/2025 I

Gedenkdiens ter ere van Ben Loots te VTM  kapel.




PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT 3/25 Page 17



gERANS OR

FA *%"%

z

|IIIII“\IN

OUTBACK CANOPY

Slade Healy 08/07/2025
What a fascinatin g talk last night by the
author of the Mig Diaries, ex chopper and
& current SAA pilot Lionel Reid. And the story
= of a SAAF Hercules C130 nearly shot down

and one of the pilots, Marc Bignoux, living

right here in Perth and also atten date. Good
turnout too for a wetwinters night with Peter
Krop winning the raffle on the autographed
book and John McCrum winning the Lotto
half of the eve and promptly donating the
$75 back into SAMVOA funds Thanks all.

Danie Blom. 11/07/2025 Outback Canopy: Farewellto ill Mullaney going off sailing for twho _
knows how long 12/07/2025 Dave Stevenson, Slade Healy Bill

Mullaney Alf S teel and Chris B eath. All Bats. _—
I Page 18 .
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/801631003235492/?hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen&multi_permalinks=24268906479414614&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSPh2JAG6Mvn_QUJJg-9DUw6qD6QjAfxi50YkuO6-u9jdC66Rx5ufhuZvGsfDP0OFwFMikN5CIzRBHoM3605DemidIwypQOrOeDiysmmP5jp13unC-hhQUR4K-uievVtLmlUQjZrMcojXZxQ2dIe1SphJ410eKYk3--hvxhHyuHNY8UrNZ3GbJ8L9U_YOidavSgvZd47ySKBHKVUxmoFHtmcrjtAS_YJl8m67Glw-yYA&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/801631003235492/?hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen&multi_permalinks=24268906479414614&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSPh2JAG6Mvn_QUJJg-9DUw6qD6QjAfxi50YkuO6-u9jdC66Rx5ufhuZvGsfDP0OFwFMikN5CIzRBHoM3605DemidIwypQOrOeDiysmmP5jp13unC-hhQUR4K-uievVtLmlUQjZrMcojXZxQ2dIe1SphJ410eKYk3--hvxhHyuHNY8UrNZ3GbJ8L9U_YOidavSgvZd47ySKBHKVUxmoFHtmcrjtAS_YJl8m67Glw-yYA&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/801631003235492/user/1448389402/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXSPh2JAG6Mvn_QUJJg-9DUw6qD6QjAfxi50YkuO6-u9jdC66Rx5ufhuZvGsfDP0OFwFMikN5CIzRBHoM3605DemidIwypQOrOeDiysmmP5jp13unC-hhQUR4K-uievVtLmlUQjZrMcojXZxQ2dIe1SphJ410eKYk3--hvxhHyuHNY8UrNZ3GbJ8L9U_YOidavSgvZd47ySKBHKVUxmoFHtmcrjtAS_YJl8m67Glw-yYA&__tn__=%2CP-R

Below: 61 Meg Memorial service

Delville Wood gedendiens te Thaba Tshwane bgrafplaas.

23/08/2025

13/07/2025




SAP TIN gedenkdiens.

Boland Canopy 30/08/2025
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