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26 FEB PTA Canopy Parabat Memorial Day  

MES SAGE FROM THE PTA CANOPY CHAIRMAN  

 
Itôs that time of year again, with Christmas rapidly approaching, our thoughts 
turn to family, reunions, holidays, fun and taking a break. 

Christmas is a time of year filled with joy, love, happiness, and a giving 
spirit. We wish all Parabats and their families a merry Christmas! 

Mag hierdie Christusfees vol vrede en vreugde wees - terwyl ons die 
geboorte van ons Skepper herdenk en met dankbaarheid in ons harte dink aan 
Hom wat vir ons aan die kruis gesterf het! 

Today, the Paratrooper Veterans Organisation is one of the leading SA 
Military Veterans Organisations ï a big thank you to all members who 
contributes! 

We will stay focussed, eyes on the target to achieve our goals!  In Pretoria 
Canopy our purpose is to ñMaintain the proud Parabat heritage and brotherhood 
with an eagle's view on happy landings!" 

Ons kyk met dankbaarheid terug op die afgelope jaar vir die genade, seën 
en broederskap wat ons ervaar!  Paar manne se plek het leeg geword en ons 
dink ook met hartseer aan elkeen.  

Ons het verskeie groot geeste onder die Parabat Veterane verloor en ons 
dra hulle families en geliefdes op in ons gebede - Ons makkers leef voort in ons 
harte en gedagtes!  

Kom ons dra en ondersteun mekaar ï Wat ons het, kan geld nie koop nie ï 
Ex Alto Vincimus! 
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INDEMNITY 
We know readers will smile about certain strange events they read or see in 
this newsletter. We also know readers will not hold the editorial board 
responsible for every statement! This newsletter is filled with very different 
personal opinions of military veterans who write mainly just on their own 

behalf. So, they say what they like. 

 VRYWARING 
Ons weet lesers sal glimlag oor sekere vreemde gebeure wat hulle in hierdie 
nuusbrief lees en sien. Ons weet ook lesers sal die redaksie nie vir elke 
uitspraak verantwoordelik hou nie! Hierdie nuusbrief is propvol 
uiteenlopende persoonlike menings van militêre veterane wat veral net 
namens hulleself skryf. So, hulle sê wat hulle wil. 

 

òDie Here bepaal ôn mens 

se koers: Hoe sal ôn m®ns 

weet waarheen hy moet 

gaan?ó (Spr. 20:24) 
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The PVO website 

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the 
information you need on the organisation. Please 
visit it regularly.  Any paratrooper who needs to 
know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be 
helped from this website.  New members are 
welcome and existing members who are unsure of 
any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries 
there.   

 
#Neem asseblief kennis dat die finansi±le 
state beskikbaar is vir enige opbetaalde lede 
vir besigtiging en vrae.  Ons het strukture en 
ouditeure in plek om verantwoording te doen 
vir elke sent wat ge-in of spandeer word. 

 

THE PVO ENABLEMENT 

FUND 

Essentially, the wellbeing of all Parabats and 
their families is our primary concern. Many of 
us are reaching the age where retirement and 
redundancy become threats to our continued 
welfare. Some of us have been suffering from 
the strain of wounds and disabilities sustained 
during our years as soldiers as well as suffered 
after our military service ended. Others have 
been made redundant by retrenchments or 
affirmative action. 

All these people need help and support in 
their daily lives. 

 

 

Marked 
Order from Pretoria Canopy a variety of books, 
CDôs and DVDôs. 

 

PelsA Boeke 
Contact Paul J. Els paul@who-els.co.za   
Order books from epos@groep7.co.za 

 

SPESIALE VERSLAG OOR 
HULPVERLENING 

 
Vrydag aand 02/12/2022 kry ek ón oproep van ón Makker 
uit Tzaneen Heinrich Drewes.  ón Vriend van hom en die 
se seun was oppad van die kaap af.  Net anderkant 
Colesberg was hulle beide erenstig beseer in ón motor 
ongeluk.  Die beseerdes is toe afgevoer in twee 
veskillende ambulanse, een na NedCare fonteinm toe 
en die ander ene net tot in Colesberg. 

Die seun eindig toe sonder ondersteuning in 
Colesberg staats hospital en word sommer daar 
ontslaan en gesê dat hy moet reel dat hy in 
Bloemfontein kom, want hy het erenstige nek 
beseering en hy kan nie in Colesberg behandel word 
nie. 

Heinrigh skakel my en vra vir hulp.  Ek plaas toe 
dadelik ón versoek op ons valskerm groepe.  Vyf minute 
later ontvang ek oproep uit Wepener ons Bat veteran 
vra waarmee hy kan ondersteun, ek verduidelik alles 
aan hom. 

Die wiele kom toe aan die rol en binne 90 min was 
daar gereel vir ambulans van Bloemfontein om die 
seun te gaan haal in Colesberg.  Die aanstaande 
Skoonpa van die seun het dadelik per helicopter van 
Tzaneen gevlieg.  In Bloemfontein het ons dadelik 
akkommodasie en transport gereel sodat as die 
ambulans in Bloemfontein arriveer sy aanstaande hom 
by die hospitaal kon ontmoet. 

Die seun en sy verloofde moes Saterdag getrou 
het.  Die seun is nog in nek en rug stutte maar hulle 
gaan aan met die troue wat nou komende Saterdag 
plaasvind in Tzaneen. 

Beide Pa en seun is nou buite gevaar en is nog 
tans in Netcare Bloemfontein maar sal 

Wil net noem dat beide nou ook groot parabats 
Nomads PVO ondersteuners gaan word. 
Hiermee wil ek net weer bewys watter sterk 
BROEDERSKAP daar onder ons is. 

Attie van Niekerk. 05/12/2022 

 

http://www.parabat.org.za/
mailto:paul@who-els.co.za
mailto:epos@groep7.co.za
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FROM ALL OVER 

MESSAGE FROM OOM RONNIE 

Die jaar 2022 het vinnig ten einde gesnel en nou 
staan ons weer op die drumper om Kersfees te vier.  
Dit is vir my ón voorreg om die volgende kort 
Kersboodskap aan die lede van die PVO te rig. 

Kersfees bring vir ons die Geskenk van Liefde, 
Hoop en Dankbaarheid Die Liefde wat ons Skepper 
vir elkeen van ons het en die Liefde wat ons betoon 
teenoor ons families, vriende en kennisse.  Die 
Hoop om ón rustige en vreedsame kersfees te vier 
saam met ons geliefdes en almal na aan ons en die 
Dankbaarheid da tons nog lewe en gesond genoeg 
is om die Ware Kersfees te kan deel met Jesus wat 
hopelik ons eregas aan die Kerstafel sal wees. 

We may have lost loved ones and friends 
during the past year but be assured that we have a 
friend in Jesus who is always able to heal the 
wounds in our hearts.  I therefore pray that this 
Christmas will bring joy and peace to you, your 
families and friends. 

Hierdie wens ek U almal ón baie Geseende 
Kersfees en Voorspoedige 2023 toe.  Mag veral 
Kersfees ón dag wees wat U lank sal onthou en mag 
U ook dink aan hulle wie se plekke leeg sal wees 
aan die Kerstafel. Mooi bly en virndelike groete. 
Lief vir julle. Oom Ronnie en Gade. 

 
 

19/10/2022 

PVO PRESIDENT VERSLAG PVO PRESIDENT VERSLAG 
28 Oktober 2022 

Dit is vir my ón voorreg om as President verslag te doen 
van die afgelope jaar se aktiwiteite van die PVO. 

PVO het weer ón baie goeie jaar gehad met meer as 
100 byeenkomste regoor die land.  Ons werk met 
vrywilligers, dit dit bly ón uitdaging om dit te bestuur.  
PVO het baie gedenkdienste bygewoon.  Ons gaan 11 
November weer gedenkdienste bywoon.  Die Skillie-
projek is op koers en ons kry gereeld goeie terugvoer 
van goeie vordering.  Dit bly ón komplekse en sensitiewe 
aangeleentheid en projek. 

PVO het makkers sover met meer as R560 000 
gehelp, Meestal kontant en ook goedere en dienste.  Ons 
makkers het meer as R1 000 000 se mediese voordele by 
DMV gekry.  Ons hou aan om hulp te probeer kry by DMV.  
Ons het deelgeneem in die RMVO se jaarlikse golfdag.  
Ons hou aan om goeie verhoudings te behou met alle 
veterane organisasies.  Die PVO dien op die MANCO van 
die RMVO.  Ons is lid van die RMVO saam met 29 ander 
veterane organisasies.  Ons het ón baie goeie strategiese 
plan in plek.  Ons moet groot droom en strewe na 
uitnemendheid.  Ons leef ons missie en visie uit.  Ons is 
ook baie betrokke by die Pro-Patria Museum en baie 
opgewonde oor die toekoms van die museum.  Ek wil 
graag alle Canopy voorsitters bedank en alle ander 
persone wat baie harde werk ingesit het.  Waarna strewe 
ons? Ek kyk byvoorbeeld na organisasies soos 
PHOBIANS, Gary Sinise Foundation, Jakaranda 
Kinderhuis, Geoge Meuller Kinderhuis ï Bristol, 
Engeland.  Voortekkers en Boys Scouts, en vele ander.  
Ons moet gereeld dink, wat is ons doel? Who are we, and 
Why do we exist? 

I distance myself from all drama, bickering and 
infighting on social media.  Brotherhood is more than 
this. ñwhen your brother wrongs you, remember more 
than anything, that he is your brotherò.  Every Canopy 
has its own unique culture.  Diversity is very important 
and we must embrace diversity.  We have visited France 
and build solid relationships with the French 
Parachutists (Union National Parachutist).  We have 
friends all over the world. 

It is a privilege to serve the Parabat fraternity. 
Ek wens almal n Geseende Christus Fees en baie 

goeie 2023 toe. 
Willoughby Brits 
President PVO  
 

 

REDAKSIE: Bladsy 59 PTA Canopy afsluiting 
verwys: Oom Ronnie ons PVO Beskermheer en 
Stigterslid van 1 Valsk Bn en vermaak ons met die 
mooiste Kerslied op sy bekfluitjie. 

Dankie Roché vir beide jou en Marcus se 
reuse onvermoeide bydrae en ondersteuning 
binne die Veterane gemeenskap, dit word opreg 
waardeer en ontvang ón PVO Nasionale Sertifikaat 
van verdienste vanaf PVO President Willoughby. 

Attie van Niekerk ontvang die Spartikus 
trofee as die man van die jaar van PTA Canopy. 
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OVERVIEW 
The Nomad Canopy (NOM) is a virtual entity, 

providing a home for South African military jump 

qualified veterans who wish to stay in touch with 

the South African military parachute fraternity, but 

who may not be able to participate in regular 

monthly meetings as the other seven PVO-

affiliated canopies do. 

Initially the Canopy existed within the PVO 

National organisation with membership fees paid 

directly into the PVO account. 

In April 2019 the Canopy elected its first 

management committee and opened an own bank 

account. 

We became a fully-fledged independent 

canopy affiliated with the PVO. 

By October 2019 the Canopy had grown to the 
biggest of the PVO-affiliated canopies and 
received the G-Coy 81-82 Floating Trophy as best 
Canopy of the year. 

Nomads contribute to the activities of the PVO 
at national level (Annexure B). 

The Nomad canopy subscribes to the Parabat 
Veterans Organization (PVO) Constitution. 

STRATEGY 
The Nomads continue to focus on membership 
growth and to provide a vehicle for South African 
paratroopers around the world to remain in 
contact with the South African paratrooper 
fraternity. 

In late 2019 the canopy management team 
implemented an approach to have quarterly 
canopy management team meetings in the 
different provinces of South Africa and inviting all 
Bats from the surrounding areas to join in informal 
gatherings where the meetings take place. 

The management team continues to focus on: 
Å    Governance within the canopy, 

Å    Membership, 

Å    Paratrooper support. 
The Nomad Canopy recognises that various 
groupings exist within the paratrooper 
fraternity: 
Å Rooiplaas Å LAARSA 
Å Airborne Riders Motorcycle Club (ARMC) 
Å Various Coy-group affiliations as active 

military duty 
Å Several groups active within the social media 

environment. 
The Canopy welcomes all paratrooper 
veterans irrespective of historical affiliations. 

Through its affiliation to the PVO, who in turn 
is the only paratrooper veteranôs organisation 
recognised by the Council for Military Veterans 
Organisations (CMVO), the Nomad Canopy strives 
towards unity within the veteranôs environment. 

GOVERNANCE WITHIN THE CANOPY 

The first Nomad Canopy management committee 
for the 2019 ï 2021 term was elected in May 2019 
and a first meeting took place on 25 May 2019 in 
Ermelo. 

 

No mad Canop y O VE RVIE W 2022 
 

During April 2021 Nomads were requested to 
submit nominations for appointment of the second 
canopy management team: 

¶ Chairman - Deon Benadé 

¶ Vice-chairman and Treasurer - Dirk Conradie 

¶ Secretary - Naas Grové 

¶ Recruitment - Attie van Niekerk 

¶ Additional member - Dave Swanepoel 

¶ Additional member - Dirk van de Wall 

¶ Additional member - Hendrik Bosman 
The committee has formulated the following 
policies and guidelines which apply to all members: 
Canopy: Constitution; Financial Policy; Code of 

Conduct; Brand Management Policy; Policy 

Guideline Review Process. 

MEMBERSHIP 
The Nomad Canopy remains the largest of the PVO-
affiliated canopies with a total membership of 246 
members. 
Membership runs from 1 July to 30 June of the next 
year. 
Fee Structure per member 
1. Joining fee R 200.00 R60.00 transferred to PVO 
2. Annual renewal R 150.00 R60.00 transferred to 

PVO. 

Various membership categories exist. 
Only South African military jump qualified members 
are eligible to vote on Canopy and PVO national 
related matters. 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Nomads are active on the following social media 
platforms: 

Å   PVO Nomad Canopy Facebook page 
Å   Nomad Canopy whatsapp group. 

The management team recognizes that 

Nomads have individual preferences regarding the 

use of social media and therefore the official 

channel of communication within the canopy 

remains via email. 

The Nomad Comms is a 3-monthly 

communication letter distributed by email, keeping 

Nomads informed of Canopy initiatives, national 

events and other events taking place within the 

broader paratrooper community. 
Nomads also have access to the PVO 

Facebook page, the PVO-app and the PVO-website. 

NOMAD BRANDED APPAREL 

Clothing items bearing the Nomad Canopy logo is 

available from The Paratrooper Shop in Mossel 

Bay. Follow this link to the Paratrooper Shop - 

http://www.paratroopershop.co.za/ 

The Paratrooper Shop supports the Canopy by 

donating a percentage of the income generated by 

the sale of Nomad branded items to the Canopy 

funds. 

 

http://www.paratroopershop.co.za/
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PVO NATIONAL OFFICE BEARERS 2021 ï 2023 

1. NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President     Willoughby Brits (Pretoria Canopy) 
Vice-president     Deon Benadé (Nomad) 
Secretary     Dirk van de Wall (Nomad) 
Treasurer     Thinus Lindeque (Nomad) 
Additional member    Chris Pohl (Pretoria Canopy) 
Additional member    Barry Olivier (FS Bloem Canopy) 
Additional member    Mark A. Linley (KZN Canopy) 
Co-opted to Secretariat   Naas Grové (Nomad) 
Co-opted to Treasury    Philip Dreyer (West Rand Canopy) 

2. NATIONAL COUNCIL 
2.1    CANOPY CHAIRMEN 

2.1.1 FS Bloem Canopy-   Barry Olivier 
2.1.2 KZN Canopy   Mark A Linley 
2.1.3 Maluti Canopy    Job van Eeden 
2.1.4 Nomad Canopy   Deon Benadé 
2.1.5 Pretoria Canopy    Chris Pohl 
2.1.6 Spartan Eagles   Shane Spillsbury 
2.1.7 Suikerbosrand Canopy  Tommie Ankiewicz 
2.1.8 West Rand Canopy  Craig Rheeders 
2.2 COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
2.2.1 Membership   Deon Benadé (act) (Nomad) 

2.2.2 Events & Fundraising  Dirk Conradie (Nomad) 

2.2.3 Enablement Fund  Willoughby Brits (Pretoria Canopy) 

2.2.4 SANDF Liaison  Krige van Heerden (Pretoria Canopy) 

2.2.5 Memorabilia & Apparel Johan Cronje (Maluti Canopy)  

2.2.6 Heritage & Museum  Barry Olivier (FS Bloem Canopy) 

2.2.7 Communications & Media Deon Benadé (Nomad) 
2.2.8 Information & Technology Chris Pohl (Pretoria Canopy) 
2.2.9 Strategy & Projects  Naas Grové (Nomad) 
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VALSKERMTROEPE RED MAKKERS! 
PROJEK SKILLIE:  VERSLAG OP 30 

NOVEMBER 2022 
Dis 'n uitstaande kenmerk van valskerm-
eenhede is dat hulle na 'n geveg altyd seker 
maak elke lid is teenwoordig ï verkieslik lewend, 
maar soms gewond of dood.  Geen makker word 
agtergelaat nie. 

Nadat Skillie, onder vyandelike en vreemde 
omstandighede, sy lewe in Angola verloor het, 
het sy makkers hom nie vergeet nie.  Mike 
McWilliams, wat op verskeie vlakke 'n 
ampsdraer van die Parabatveteraneorganisasie 
(PVO) was, het oor jare as leier van Projek Skillie 
met harde werk en deursettingsvermoë sy graf 
probeer opspoor.  En watter ingewikkelde en 
tegniese proses ï vol reëls vir prosedures en 
protokol ï is dit om 'n opgrawings te beplan en 
te reël! 

Twee ander persone het kernrolle gespeel.  
Eerstens, omdat oom Koos Moorcroft al 

meer as vyftien toere in Angola onderneem het, 
het hy 'n waardevolle netwerk van kontakte 
opgebou. 

Tweedens, die Namibiese historikus Gordon 
McGregor, het die area van Cassinga besoek en 
die omgewing verken waar Skillie rus.  In 'n 
dorpie het Gordon trouens die inwoner 
opgespoor wat Skillie gevind en begrawe het. 

Ondanks die stilstand wat die Covid-
epidemie oral gebring het, kon die PVO intussen 
skriftelike toestemming van die Angolese 
regering reël sodat sy projekspan vry in Angola 
kan beweeg en die graf sal kan gaan opgrawe. 

Omdat die PVO terselfdertyd die Angolese 
regering ingelig het oor die dood van ene 
kaptein Jeronimo in Operasie Protea, is hegte 
bande met die Angolese gesmee.  

Voorts, in aansluiting by die uitslag van die 
onlangse Angolese verkiesing, koördineer die 
PVO tans hierdie plegtige proses en datum met 
die bestuur van die provinsie Hulia, en die 
goedkeuring van die plaaslike departemente van 
gesondheid en polisie. 

Die PVO het Skillie nie vergeet nie, want 
valskermtroepe laat nie een enkele makker agter 
nie! 
Willoughby Brits 

President PVO 

 
 

REPORT ON PROJECT SKILLIE 
 

I am in Cape Town until the 16 Dec but am in touch 
with our people in Angola and am getting reports 
from the lady lawyer, Adelaide, who is working on 
our behalf on the Skillie Project. 

She has visited the Governors office at 
Lubango and given them all the documentation, 
including the letter from the Presidential task team 
allowing us to exhume the remains.  The lawyer was 
told she needs to clear the project with the district 
commissioner in Jamba, which is the district within 
which Cassinga falls.  She visited Jamba last week 
and presented all the documentation again. 

The lawyer has asked for a budget from the 
Angolan government which will cover the per diem 
costs for the officials they require to attend the 
exhumation as well as other costs for translations 
etc.  So far, the PVO is in for R1200 to cover the 
production and translation of the application to the 
Governor. 

I expect that the per diem costs will be about 
US$100 per day per official as this was the figure 
Rui Lopez gave two years ago. 

We will need to pay the lawyer for her work as 
well as travel costs from Lubango to Jamba and 
back. 

The plan to attend the exhumation is either a 
small party (Me, Blaz, Neil the undertaker and the 
film man Eugene) to fly up to Lubango via Angolan 
Airlines and get taken to Cassinga by our Angolan 
friend Stefan by road OR fly up to Cassinga by 
charter aircraft arranged by Renier Moolman who 
says he can get the trip financed by he aviation 
community.  We have had to can the use of the 
Cadaver Dog because there are no longer any 
protocols in place to get a working dog in and out 
of Angola from SA. 

My feeling is that the Angolan Airlines route is 
the more likely one, particularly because I am 
expecting that we get the final go ahead at very 
short notice because of the coming big rains at 
Cassinga and because the Angolan government is 
not wonderful at forward planning. 

So, basically, a lot is still in the air, both 
financially as well as technically.  

We donôt know what evidence the Angolan 
government needs in order to release the remains 
for export.  They may insist on a DNA test.  This 
would mean leaving the remains in Angola while the 
DNA comparison with Skillieôs sister is made up 
there as well as here in SA.  On the other hand, if we 
find Skillieôs Dog Tags or other convincing evidence 
such as his upper front teeth dental plate, this may 
be satisfactory for the Angolans to release the 
remains so that we can return to SA with them. 

If we have to leave the remains in Angola 
pending identification, we will then have to go back 
to pick them up, probably by road with all the 
Parabats who want to make the journey at their own 
cost. 

Because of the bad Rand/Dollar exchange rate, 
we may have to do some additional fund raising at 
short notice as I donôt yet know whether we have 
sufficient funds to do what is needed. 

I donôt know exactly how much we have in the 
Skillie Fund right now because I have been out of 
the PVO management loop for over a year now, so 
if you could please let me know where we stand 
financially at the moment I would be most grateful. 

Best regards 
Mike McWilliams 
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PRETORIA CANOPY JAAR OORSIG 

In nabetragtig oor geleenthede die afgelope 
jaar is dit duidelik dat ons manne weereens 
baie bedrywig was!  

¶ 14Januarie - Funksies en geleenthed van  ï 
Lekker saam Kuier (Braai pakke was 
geborg) 

¶ 12 Februarie ï Valentyns ete ï Pieter Koen  

¶ 27 Februarie - Pretoria Canopy Gedenk 
Diens (Valsker springers ï eerste keer ooit 
reg voor monument geland)  

¶ 11 Maart ï Laurel Thatcher ï Valskerm 
ontwikkeling oor die jare 

¶ 21 Maart - Shuffle steps bekend stelling ï 
Oom Jakkals de Jager se boek 

¶ 8 April - Kanadese paratrooper ï Jonathan 
Chabot  

¶ 9 April - Koevoet gedenkdiens  

¶ 2 Mei - Pro-Patria Militere Fees  

¶ 13 Mei - PTA AGM en spitbraai (Skaap is 
geborg) 

¶ 10 Junie ï Sybie van der Spuy ï 
Wedervaringe as Recce 

¶ 8 Julie - Clive Dutton ï Wedervaringe in 
Rhodesie lugmag 

¶ 12 Augustus ï Krige van Heerden ï 44 Para 
Engineer Regiment 

¶ 27 Augustus ï Polisie Tin eenheid 
gedenkdag 

¶ 11 September ï Savanna Gedenkdiens  

¶ 10 Oktober ï Bars vraelys 

¶ 28 Oktober ï PVO Nasionale Raad 
vergadering en braai 

¶ 11 November ï Poppy parade GEM Village 

¶ 11 November ï Oom Ronnie ï Instrukteurs 
en gebeure uit die ou dae1 

¶ 13 November ï Poppy gedenkdag 

¶ 10 Desember ï Jaarafsluiting en skaap 
braai (2 Donateurs vir Skaap). 

 

PTA CANOPY MAN VAN DIE JAAR 

Motiveering vir oom Attie se man van die 
jaar Motivering ontvang: 

Sy verbintenis tot die uitvoering van sy 
portefeulje binne die PVO is ón voorbeeld 
van vasberadenheid om ón doelwit te 
bereik.  

Sy kommunikasie vermoë om Oud 
Valskerm gekwalifiseerde makkers bewus 
te maak van die PVO is ón voorbeeld van ón 
trotse PVO veteraan wat Broederskap 
bevorder. 

Met Terugvoer verseker hy dat almal 
ingelig bly.  

Bewusmaking van Valskerm Bn deur die 
dra van sy Parabat hemp in die openbaar 
asook plakkers op voertuig, is stille 
bemarking op sy beste.  

 Beheer oor die proses van 
aansoekvorms en ledegelde getuig van 
noukeurigheid.  

 Werwing en bou van kameraadskap by 
die jaarlikse Valskerm Veterane re¿nie is ón 
bewys van sy toewyding om die PVO uit te 
brei.  

Sy lojaliteit en trots om deel te wees van 
die Pretoria PVO Canopy en sy ervaring van 
die kwaliteit leierskap en funksionering van 
die Nasionale PVO, dra by dat hy ón 
waardige ontvanger van die SPARTACUS 
trofee sal wees. 

Baie geluk - Attie van Niekerk 
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After 2 years of pandemic the Leapfest organizers 
finally managed, in August 2022, to secure 
another successful Leapfest event. KZN Canopy 
was represented by Peter Campion together with 
two of his Hotel Coy colleagues, Rex Barnard and 
Thys Badenhorst, farmers from the Northern Cape 
as well as Ian Lamb an old KZN member now 
residing in Canada. Krige Van Heerden also sent 
a team of 4 from the Gauteng region. All were 
attending for the second time after a previous 
attendance in 2018. Leapfest appears to have 
scrapped the 5 man team of 4 plus 1 reserve and 
instead offered US paras as reserves in the case 
of injury. 

The typical warm US hospitality was ever 
present with Chief Jorge personally welcoming us 
on our arrival at Boston airport and the normal 
university accommodation (single bed rooms on 
the ground floor this time) and Hopkins hall for 
meals. Both the PZ and DZ were changed to 
Quonset airport and Glenrock, a 20 min chopper 
ride, respectively. For early morning starts we had 
more hot food options as opposed to MRE's. 
There were fewer teams this year, 28 foreign 
teams as opposed to 35 in 2018. There were 
evidently late withdrawals. A newcomer, Ecuador, 
was a welcome attendee and developed quite a 
close friendship with us despite the language 
barrier. Unfortunately, they missed the 
competition day due to travel document issues. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The jumping weather was very favourable 

with not a single day being cancelled. The only 
weather issue we had was high winds which 
sometimes resulted in early afternoon stop drops. 
This together with a slightly smaller DZ 
surrounded by high trees resulted in a 
disappointing performance for us in the 
competition. At least none of us landed in the 
trees, something that the Brits seemed to be 
doing quite frequently. One of the Germans 
landed on the farmhouse balcony, breaking the 
railing but with no injuries. He even tried to make 
the run to the cross, turning down an offer of tea 
as he made his way downstairs and out of the 
house. A video of his landing quickly went viral. 
He certainly took the accuracy competition to a 
new level and become the focus of many a wry 
remark from all of us. 

 

The wings exchange jumps went very 
well. Between the 2 teams, South Africa 
had a total 28 wings available of which we 
managed to issue 24 in one Chinook load. 
In the end some of us managed 5 jumps 
in total with a 6th stopped in the air due to 
high winds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once again the SA PARAS won the 

Spirit award which is an impressive Bald 
Eagle trophy awarded to the foreign team 
that is voted to have the best spirit at the 
event. This is the 4th year in a row that the 
South Africans have won this award ï 
2017, 2018, 2019 and 2022. 

 

SA PARAs COMPETE AT LEAPFEST 
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THE PARACHUTE REGIMENT 
77 Years Ago: Palestine, 1 Sept. 1945, 6th Airborne 
Division. 

The 6th Airborne Division in Palestine was 
initially posted to the region as the Imperial 
Strategic Reserve. It was envisioned as a mobile 
peace keeping force, positioned to be able to 
respond quickly to any area of the British Empire. In 
fact the division became involved in an internal 
security role between 1945 and 1948. 

It had long been a stated British aim to establish 
a Jewish homeland in Palestine and between 1922 
and 1939 over 250,000 Jewish immigrants had 
arrived in the country. However, Arab resistance 
and WW 2 prompted the British to curtail 
immigration. The time also saw the rise of the 
Jewish Resistance Movement, which eventually 
came into conflict with the British authorities. 

Arab intransigence over the surge of Jewish 
immigration that followed the Holocaust in Europe 
led to the forming of extreme dissident Zionist 
groups such as IZL (Irgun Zwai Leumi) and the 
Stern Gang, all seeking to promote their aims 
through violence. As tensions mounted the 3rd 
Parachute Brigade moved to Lydda District, 
incorporating Tel Aviv and the 6th Air Landing to 
Samaria; while the 2nd Parachute Brigade 
remained in Gaza. Terrorist outrages, including 
assassinations and the murder of airborne soldiers 
were exacerbated by the failure of the British White 
Paper in November 1945 to offer a political solution 
to the Palestine problem. 

The Division responded with aggressive cordon 
and search operations, road blocks, convoy 
protection and guarding key points, which became 
the daily routine between 1946 and early 1947. 
Curfews imposed during strikes and rioting in Tel 
Aviv earned airborne troops the Jewish term, 
óKalanyotô , a nick-name, which associated the 
maroon beret with a red poppy, that has a black 
heart. Jewish civilians obstructed troops by all 
means. Read more:-  

https://www.paradata.org.uk/event/palestine 
Two notable airborne veterans of Palestine, 

who sadly are no longer with us, were Major Fred 
Graham MBE, seen here in his greenhouse, and 
Cpl John 'Jock' Hutton, who later became an RSM 
in the Rhodesian SAS. #AdUnumOmnes 

 

https://www.paradata.org.uk/event/palestine?fbclid=IwAR1csDQ8ZjOiT4IZXwHMRNmdl8HQ8DtWw21sJfQYVZbDTTGTUuNN04Fldp8
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/adunumomnes?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVFFRytCBYVKbsuJk5IKPBUzjdHZ5zkWz6AI8qIJY-pxCEGQkRjhlXFIk_3QUXPSKomjrWY6cGl_f0d_VIxZOG7i1RmgqczOnlPaAJV6v1Wz6MyERg10B0at2wZ3lzBfWvzW8hsUFPS9URIS7_eP5KK8uwD5KuwYF5imb5lEfPFhf-IuCM-I1fro1aejzqBkhf4JIhnawG_X4dRN46-zEFOMikaeZ49RA-dA0os0IoAvBQ-U6H_lZJrKoRMdm1J2RWvWTe2BKcPF58E7UIb5bWy&__tn__=*NK-y-R
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From my book Eye of the Firestorm, Operation 
Meebos, August 1882 ï Lest we forget é we will 
remember them éDisaster Strikes on 9 August 
1982 ï We Loose 15 Splendid Soldiers in One Swell 
Swoop. 

9 August - a crisp winterôs morning found 61 Mech 
in an ambushing position to the east of the Cuvelai-
Techamutete road close to where it intersected with 
the Mui River.  The frustrations relating to the finding 
of the next viable target for the TAC HQ was now 
the thing bedevilling the momentum and 
continuation of Meebos.  Was the show petering 
out? Captain Willem Ratte and his scouts were 
eagerly searching for the infamous Bravo Battalion 
of SWAPO ï the main enemy 61 Mech had sought 
and had a few skirmishes with during Operation 
Daisy in November 1981.  Roaming the wilderness 
somewhere as well were the Central and Eastern 
Area HQs of SWAPO and other loose assortments 
of SWAPO.  Where the hell was the enemy, in six 
figure map grid referenceôs terms please...? Show 
yourself damn it!  The target search by Ratte had 
now shifted to an area to the north-west of Cuvelai 
where fresh spoor of the enemy had been found. It 
was within two hourôs striking distance from where 
61 Mech was influencing the road between 
Techamutete and Cuvelai.  The TAC HQ decided to 
launch an area operation into the suspect area: Fly 
in with Puma transport helicopters and Alouette 
gunships and hope for a lucky strike; fly out again, 
tally-ho - was this a plan? Eight Pumas were poised 
for the trooping mission of the splendid soldiers of 
32 Battalion and 1 Parachute Battalion. Ready to 
goé Just after midday the Pumas started flying the 
troops to their target zone just north of the Mui 
River, about 15km to the west of the Cuvelai-
Techamutete road. The flying pathway from the 
HAA almost took them over the deployment position 
of 61 Mech hidden in the bushes below and further 
along the dry riverbed of the Mui. With their first 
flight the Pumas unwittingly flew over a deployed 
SWAPO anti-aircraft position lurking in a bushy 
patch of the Mui, approximately 15km west of the 
Cuvelai-Techamutete road.  

The second time around, at about 15h00, four 
Pumas flew with a flurry over the SWAPO position 
once again with their precious cargo on the way to 
a landing zone. A curtain of enemy anti-aircraft fire 
suddenly erupted from below and slammed into the 
second Puma piloted by Captain John Twaddle. 
The Puma plummeted to the ground, exploded and 
burst into flames.  
Three SAAF crew members and twelve 
paratroopers were killed ï for a moment one of the 
paratroopers was still aliveéThis was an amazing 
tragedy; we had lost fifteen splendid soldiers in one 
swell swoop.  

Soon after the Alouette gunships went into 
action against more than thirty SWAPO soldiers 
running towards the crash site.Three SAAF crew 
members and twelve paratroopers were killed ï 
for a moment one of the paratroopers was still 
alive.  This was an amazing tragedy; we had lost 
fifteen splendid soldiers in one swell swoop. 
Soon after the Alouette gunships went into action 
against more than thirty SWAPO soldiers 
running towards the crash site.  A battle ensued 
and some of the Alouette took hits from below. 
One Alouette pilot reported seeing more than 
hundred SWAPO insurgents dancing around the 
stricken Puma.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More gunships were scrambled and were on 

their way to the contact site.  By this time, the 
TAC HQ had informed 61 Mech about the 
unfolding tragedy in the Mui River. We 
immediately responded and started moving at 
best speed towards the position we knew were 
the fight with SWAPO and the gunships were 
raging, approximately 23 km to our west. Time 
and distance wise it took our vanguard close on 
one hour of bundu bashing to get there. Move! 
Move! The battle was still raging at the downed 
Puma site whilst we moved.  
The Alouette were taking fire from SWAPOôs 

formidable 14,5s and SAM-7s. The gunships 
needed to return to the HAA to re-arm and re-
fuel. At this stage Captain Willem Ratte was still 
deployed further to the north, close to the 
Calonga River searching for enemy bases. 61 
Mech reached the crash site within little more 
than an hour. As we deployed in an all-round 
defensive open leaguer around the crash site, 
we could hear a mini-battle raging just to the 
north of our position. 
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My first instruction was for all of 61 Mech to 
remain extremely alert and to stay mounted on their 
Ratels until I had assessed the situation. I halted my 
Ratel next to the Puma helicopter, which was still 
smouldering. 

As I stood next to the wreck, I momentarily felt 
an immense sadness, a heavy weight settling on 
my chesté silent crying. I was thinking of those 
back home who did not yet know what had 
happened in the Mui on this fateful 9th of August. 
My pondering did not last long as I was interrupted 
by a Ratel-90 approaching the crash site. Close to 
me lay one of the doors of the Puma which had 
been blown to one side. The approaching Ratel-90 
belonged to Second Lieutenant Dewald Weideman, 
one of the troop commanders of Captain Chris du 
Toit of Charlie Squadron. 

Weideman dismounted and started walking in 
my directioné Why? Chris du Toit shouted at him 
to get back on his Ratel. As I put up my hand and 
echoed the warning to halt him there was a 
tremendous explosion right in front of me. 
Weideman was flung into the air, one foot and the 
bottom part of his torso was blown to bits, but our 
man was aliveé Medics! Doctor! Medics! Quick! 
Call for a Puma Casevac now! 

Again, I shouted: ñNo one, but NO ONE get off 
your Ratels! Repeat my message down the chain of 
command now, AGAIN!ò  

There was an eerie respectful silence that 
enshrouded the death site. Jaap du Preez and I 
then found a drag mark from the Puma wreck to a 
lonely tree approximately thirty yards away. We 
could see the body of one of the paratroopers 
propped up against the stem of a Mopani tree. We 
walked very carefully towards the site, searching 
the earth for signs of booby-traps or personnel 
mines. The paratrooper was dead, he must have 
been alive for a while, probably thrown from the 
Puma by the explosion. His skin was blistered and 
hung in tatters from him.  

The pain must have been excruciating. He was 
shot through the centre of his forehead ï was this a 
coup de grace by the enemy? Du Preez and I 
returned to the wreck and started counting the 
bodies. We repeated the count six times to make 
very sure that all had been accounted for. We then 
confirmed our counts. I then instructed one of the 
Ratels to drive towards the Puma wreck and for our 
soldiers to carefully transfer the remains into body-
bags.  

The body-bags were not enough and some of 
the charred remains had to share bags. A Puma 
was called in to fly the remains to the HAA and then 
back to SWA. 61 Mech then left the Puma site and 
to leaguer a few kilometres to the north of the Mui 
River for the night 

 

We would return the next day to evacuate the 
helicopter wreck ï we were not going to leave it for 
SWAPO to use for propaganda purposes later. 
Sadness permeated the leaguer of 61 Mech as the 
sun set in the west over the Calonga River. 
Somewhere out there was Captain Willem Ratte 
and his scouts and the enemy in the darknes.  That 
night Major Alex Britz made our command group a 
ñPotjieò (typical African stew prepared in a Falkirk 
three-legged cast-iron pot). He had made a deep 
hole in the ground for his fire so that the glow could 
not be discerned by any watchful enemy.  

We sat on our camp chairs in the bush in 
camaraderie, surrounded by darkness and the 
silence from within.  At midnight I was called to the 
radio by my signals officer Captain Sean 
MacSweeny. It was the TAC HQ. 

They had sifted through the remains of our slain 
soldiers and could only find signs of fourteen. One 
was missing.  I replied: ñNo ways, check again.ò 
Captain Jaap du Preez and I checked our counting 
procedure of the day once again. We were very sure 
of the numbers; we had counted 15, over and over. 
At 03h00 the next morning I was contacted again by 
radio.  

The TAC HQ informed me that the medical staff 
at the HAA had found fifteen unique bones, which 
affirmed the count was correct. Relief washed over 
me.  In Memoriam ï let us be quiet for a moment: 
The three crew members of the South African Air 
Force: Capt John Twaddle; Lt Chris Pietersen and; 
Flight Engineer Sgt Grobbies Grobbelaar.  

The twelve paratrooper national servicemen of 
1 Parachute Battalion: Cpl Esuas Lombaard (20); 
L/Cpl Stephen Hoare (20); Rifleman Andre 
Wolmerans (21); Rfn Grant Krull (20); Rfn Craig 
Moody (20); Rfn Andries Hermias van Niekerk (20); 
Rfn Anton Kruger (22); Rfn Martin le Roux (22); Rfn 
James Marshall (20); Rfn Alan de Klerk (19); Rfn 
Shane Patrick Mallon (21) and; Rfn Ruffle Hilton-
Barret (21).  

In later years I came across the following 
message on an internet site: ñ3 April 2009. My 
brother died in Angola together with 12 parabats 
and two more pilots on 9 August 1982. Chris 
Pietersen, I still miss you and love you to bits. Your 
sis.ò  

As darkness settled over the leaguer, some of 
it also settled in the souls of the one thousand 
soldiers of 61 Mech who became the lone victims of 
their own apprehensions and thoughts once again. 
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Capt David McCombe, the first serving South 
African soldier to be trained as a paratrooper. 

Operation Market Garden 17 - 25 September 
1944. 

A group of survivors photographed at Nijmegen 
in Holland after their evacuation, enjoying a hard 
earned drink. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extreme left is South African, Capt David 

McCombe, face unshaven and bloodied, with blood 
spatters on his clothing from the wound he had 
received to his jaw during the battle. Note his 
"South Africa" shoulder flash. 

On 17 September 1944, McCombe parachuted 
with the first wave of the 1st Airborne Division onto 
a drop zone near Arnhem in Holland.  

He was subsequently involved in some of the 
heaviest fighting in and around the Divisional 
Headquarters at the Hartenstein Hotel in 
Oosterbeek. 

After nine days of almost continuous combat, 
the 10,000 strong division was down to only 2,000 
men who had managed to escape across the Rhine 
to rejoin the Allies.  

McCombe was one of the lucky ones to make it 
across. 

He was subsequently flown back to England for 
treatment.  

He spent months in and out of hospital, and for 
the rest of his life, suffered from blackouts and 
memory lapses as a result of the wound he had 
sustained during the Battle of Arnhem.  

He died in Rhodesia in 1972, at the age of 66.  
Read more about McCombe's career on 

Samilitaryhistory.org which has a great article by 
Colonel McGill Alexander detailing his career. 
https://www.facebook.com/2505400816200782/posts/pfbid0g4abW
121G7vhm1CJzPPJLPoAc8rhXb7nzgUtuAHrAmT8T6fVndAfMqx6

YTvDCMnXl/ 

The man in this photo is from South Africa. 
As you can see he wearing his SAAF Pilot 
wings as well as his SAS para wings. I got 
the following info on him from facebook - 
"The comparitively rare distinction of wearing 
both pilot's wings and paratroop wings is 
held by Captain M.E. Anderson, MC, from 
Cape Town. He qualified as a pilot at the 
Military College, Pretoria, in 1939 and as a 
paratrooper in June, 1943, in the Middle 
East, earing his parawings after several 
operations in the Aegean and Greece.  

Late in 1943 he joined the Special Boat 
Service in the Middle East. He has been on 
Crete and several other German-held 
islands in the Aegean. Captain Anderson 
has had the unique experience of having 
taken part in a raid blowing up a German fuel 
dump on an island, then afterwards raiding 
the German headquarters on another island 
and capturing documents, among which was 
a report on his previous raid." The Military 
Cross is for the above raids with the SBS. 

After the war, he joined the SA Marines 
in 1954 and, when this unit was disbanded, 
he was transferred to the South African 
Navy.  

He rose to the rank of Lieut-Comdr, and 
passed away 1 Dec 1960." 

I dedicate this page to South Africans 
who not only served in the SA Airborne 
forces but also those who served in airborne 
forces around the world. If you guys know of 
any other interesting stories, feel free to dm 
me. #samhchannel 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FSamilitaryhistory.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1xw2T-mw6ZyFPQeOUXWnyE9NRCYfAvVcB2RczeUDFU1SjdVLRe-jArOhE&h=AT2AgiVM-u8yN0a2V-yIfrnz9QI2nUlpNV1YUkhSj1N0cPoL5wDmwRiEtMC8uQFyzfN3ixMUrNt2jT6WQqTQbAN9azbxc4HJ1B2k9OHpf4gqRDmqP3jezyouIrox9cOtCQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1cNxTjIuOAdIgL2FaqXKeQXTDoouUB_elDAIg__nTP0vSGlA5nA-bT-GzpOofx_GCE1BpOPfNYjGBwEHJk26GXtn58kAkvu8jT_HxDduMHVJwCuMPNluctm-kSd36F0Mvu9XMnFFMyLVMNS61h05bDUAlo6qAXZhdDTecUgi599WvoO9hV7WZNc7wR6RupGuao8vco
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/samhchannel?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUNxaN9ybB0zFICSQiNOkG8utHa6aPiq-ekwGHsm7CTO5hbL0goyKonm5VIc8HLkMaK4t23Kx5YjQ3kuRu7HICVQsLBmoEFoGmexGYmBkn_tojjoF3K85qO9lZqHzBuOq4W1MPNL5GzyNd_K3RBYB0HcGhLzmLQWK4a0G_Ptu1Pjimxqbkj-eE1777GCBpSGcBEXdAuPvWqvV-ovALc6Mh13WY-Ys2j85--lm_k_3hgTdoEkpwM-gzW2d-F-aPONnY&__tn__=*NK-R
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ñDit laat my onwillekeurig dink toe ons die 
Rhodies gaan help veg het en na ón paar gawe 
suksesse, sein die FRELIMO brigadier vir 
hulp/versterkings, BRDMs, T-36s en tonne 
ammo.  

Charl Naude laat weet ons dat ons die 
volgende oggend uitgelig gaan word. Ons is 
nukkerig, want ons woeker die Freds. Toe ons by 
Mabelahuta afklim, redelik dikbek omdat ons nie 
weet waarom.  

Hy lees toe vir ons die intersepts vertaal "we 
need at least a brigade of troops, tanks, mortar 
boms like 10 000,,,,,". Sy HK vra of hy mal is, 
hoekom al die goed? Hy antw: "This force we 
fighting agains now, is not Rhodesians' RLI, 
SAS,,,,, this is a fearless foreign force, we think 
it's the BOEREé.".  Onbekend  WA  
 

The Prince of Wales holds honorary rank and 
appointments in many branches and 
Regiments of the Armed Services. On being 
appointed Colonel in Chief The Parachute 
Regiment on 11th June 1977, The Prince 
asked to take part in the Parachute Training 
Course and in 1978 he attended Parachute 
Course 841a at RAF Brize Norton. 

The course lasted from the 17th to the 
28th April 1978. The Prince felt he could not 
"look them in the eye" or wear The Parachute 
Regiment's famous Red Beret and Para 
Wings, unless he had done the course. He 
told his biographer, Jonathan Dimbleby, 15 
years later: 

"I felt I should lead from the front or at 
least be able to do some of the things that one 
expects others to do for the country."   In 
2006, The Prince was promoted to Admiral in 
the Royal Navy, General in the Army and Air 
Chief Marshal in the Royal Air Force. As 
Colonel in Chief The Parachute Regiment, 
The Prince avidly visits the Regiment as 
shown below and takes a personal interest in 
supporting where he can bereaved families 
and the wounded.  

At the end of a busy operational year for 
the Regiment The Prince presented 
Afghanistan Campaign Medals in Colchester 
on 2nd December 2008 and formally opened 
Airborne Assault, the new Museum of The 
Parachute Regiment and Airborne Forces on 
8th December 2008. 
 

Mabelahuta 
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Oom Willie Human regs, die bouer van die gevreesde 
ñOom Willie se padò in die Grensoorlog tyd. Oom Willie is 
87 en bly nou op Opuwa. September 2022. 

Bo: Die sangeres Sonja Shield is ón vriend van die 
Bats. 
Below: My Grandson is a colonel! Several courses: 
Commands, jungle, advanced free jump. Scuba diving, 
mountain! He's braver than grandpa. The kid is good! 
Lol it's already in the blood!  
      Vanderlei Paraquedista Bolsonaro. Rio de Janeiro 
 
 

Portugues Para 
vehicle. /  
Paratrooper Luís 
Farçadas of the 
Hunter Paratroopers 
Company 123 (CCP 
123). 

Right: Ukraine 
Parabat 

https://www.facebook.com/vanderlei.rebello.16?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDo0NjEyOTcxOTI2NDMyMTFfNzcwMzM0NzE3NTkzNTQ2&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV21aZTuCVFHYaLcgHsOi-OrBpYjNGfkLvCC9Q4ZmkOMc6Oxf9sbwZpcPNoFyoZ-ePq4QPOVIoLa6DOvQM1tQy2NsUPxELP1kSYPIjN0vjSWUzyKPkMxzudSQMSgKu7CkckmnDjjDEDb-wTXy2C24k5AgMd8dEQeUQB4VDIfvT_YA&__tn__=R%5d-R
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By Vinesh Selvan 
Date: 11/11/2020 

INTRODUCTION 
The story of an unknown Indian Recce Commando, 
one not previously narrated of a youngster who 
defied all probabilities based on a marginalised 
system dating back as far as the Anglo Boer War 
with ideologies of non-combat roles for Indians in 
military service. Laren Krishna went on to succeed 
to become the first and only Indian to qualify to 
become part of one of the most elite military units in 
the world, The South African Special Forces alias 
ñThe Reccesò. 
CHILDHOOD  
Born into the community of Campbellôs Town in 
Mount Edgecombe, North of Durban, Laren Krishna 
was one of four siblings to Mr. and Mrs. Krishna, 
whose origins are of Indian descendant from the 
1860 migrant indentured labourers. Growing up in 
the late 1970s and early1980s in the characteristic 
Indian community, the vision to enlist into the 
military was not one generally promoted within the 
community or reaching the prestigious accolade of 
becoming part of an elite military unit was far-
fetched. As a youngster Krishna attended 
government schools and spent much time playing 
informal sport activities along the cane fields of Kwa-
Zulu Natal.  
EARLY MILITARY CAREER 
The young visionary saw himself within the military 
and pursued his aspirations in January 1984 as part 
of the 2 year voluntary national serviceman program 
for Indians in the South African Navy. As a young 
naval recruit, basic military training had him walk the 
halls of the SAS Jalsena training unit, which 
translates from Hindi to ñSea Warriorò. The unit was 
originally formed in 1975 and named the South 
African Indian Training Corps Battalion (SAITCB) 
and later renamed to SAS Jalsena. 
SPECIAL FORCES TRAINING 
To participate in Special Forces Selection, an 
applicant needs to meet the very high psychological 
and physical requirements of the course. The 
Special Forces Cycle is a grueling 2 year course 
which sees more that 90% of the students drop off 
and only a selected few earning the prestige title of 
ñRecce Operatorò.  

 

The programme includes qualifying as a 
paratrooper, training in the field of demolition, 
advance medical training, urban warfare and 
bush warfare training. Krishna started his Special 
Forces cycle in 1985 and on 16 April 1987 he 
qualified to be the first and only South African 
Special Forces Operator of Indian descent. 
SPECIAL FORCES 
The South African Special Forces or Recces as 
they commonly known are rated amongst the 
best in the world, a special breed of men that are 
legendary and mentioned in many books across 
the world. On completion of the Special Forces 
course, Krishna joined 1 Reconnaissance 
Regiment previously situated on the Bluff, 
Durban and in qualifying as a Special Forces 
Operator defied the odds in proving the 
stereotype wrong with the regards the role of 
Indians in combat. While serving with the unit, 
speaking out against the injustices based on race 
under apartheid was dangerous, especially if one 
was part of an elite military unit. Under the 
difficult circumstances, Krishna persevered to be 
a professional soldier upholding his duty to the 
unit and organisation with unfaltering loyalty. 
Standing up and raising issues of injustice 
created hostility from colleagues which led to his 
phone being tapped and other sequence of 
events gave him good reason to believe that his 
personal safety and the well-being of his family 
was under threat. 
OPERATIONS 
At the age of twenty during the pinnacle of the 
Angolan bush war conflict, Krishna became 
operationally active in Angola with his 
involvement in the notable Operation Modular. 
He also participated in other covert cross border 
military operations during the South African 
Border War and in the build up to democratic 
change, transferred to the broader South African 
Army where he was involved internally and in the 
Black townships during the turbulent times prior 
to and after the first democratic elections in 1994. 
THE INDIAN RECCE TODAY 
Warrant Officer Laren Krishna is close to 
retirement and still a serving member of the 
South African National Defence Force, a proud 
soldier and family man. As he nears retirement he 
dedicates his time towards developing 
community uplift programmes, one in particular 
is an anti-bully program aimed at school children 
and designed at changing the lives of young 
victims of society.  

The military memoirs of Warrant Officer 
Laren Krishna are currently being encapsulated 
in the form of a biography soon to be published. 
The novel forms part of the greater project to 
document and preserve the military contribution 
by South African Indians. Warrant Officer Laren 
Krishna is amongst the privileged few to have 
had the honour to served operationally within an 
elite military unit and to have earned the title of 
Recce Commando. 

We Fear Naught But God 
 

 

THE FIRST INDIAN SPECIAL FORCES COMMANDO ï  
THE JOURNEY OF WARRANT OFFICER LAREN KRISHNA 
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The team in charge of the building of the new jump tower (aapkas) and modifications to the 
new hangar were NCOôs from 2 Mobile Watch with the team leader Staff Sergeant C.C. Ellis 
MC, with some trained riggers members in his team; i.e. Sergeant Luttig, Corporals Smith, 
Andries Breedt and others. The cables from the óaapkasô were sliced and erected by Sergeant 
C.S. (Steve) Bam (rigger trained by the Royal Merchant Navy) and Corporal Daan Lotter. It was 
during this period that the first cable that was placed in position was illegally tested by Lotter. 
This is the happening that took place, as told by Daan Lotter. 
ñWhen the first cable was finished and attached in its proper place, with the harness 

attached, we waited for a qualified paratrooper too come and test it so we would know if it was 
stretched tight enough or to tight or whatever. I stood in the tower waiting, and to pass the 
time I put the harness on to get the feeling, as I intended doing the first parachute course. 
When it was nearly tea-time, I decided I may as well jump out, why bother to remove the 
harness? 

I jumped, I nearly had a heart attack when the harness pulled tight, I thought I lost my most 
precious parts! I did not keep my legs closed. While sliding along the cable hanging lopsided 
in the harness, there came this terrible roar! ñWat de donner gaan hier aan! Wie is daardie dom 
donner? Haal hom af en donner hom doodò, the feared voice of Commandant Willem Louw 
echoed. (What in the hell is going on here! Who is this bugger? Get him off and bash him to 
death!) Needless to say, I was duly reprimanded, but I received compliments from some of the 
instructors, not because of the perfect jump, but because I was brave, or stupid, enough to try 
the cable firstò. The jump tower was christened the óW.P. Louw Towerô, then Commandant W.P. 
Louw. The photograph top right was taken when the first trainer to make an exit from it. The 
wooden walls were later replaced with corrugated iron. (Date unknown). 

Taken from WE CONQUAR FROM ABOVE by Paul J. Els 
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BLESS óEM ALL 

They say thereôs an aircraft just leaving the drone, 
Bound for the dropping zone 
Heavily laden with parachute troops,ô 
Everyone stifling a groan. 
Thereôs many a soldier thatôs jumped once before, 
Thereôs many a one had a fall. 
But you get no promotion if your chute doesnôs open, 
So cheer up, my lads, bles óem all. 
 
Bless óem all, bless óem all, 
The parachute packers and all, 
Bless all the sergeants and their paratroopsô 
Bless all the packers and their statichutes, 
óCos weôre saying good-bye to them all, 
As out of the aircraft we fall, 
Youôll get no promotion if your chute doesnôt open, 
So cheer up, my lads, bless óem all. 
 

PARACHUTING POSITION 
(To the tune of ñOn top of old smokeyò) 

 
Parachuting position, 
We all make a dash, 
Side right now, chop-chop, 
Justg hear every crash. 
 
Die V-G-K landing 
Is ons spesialiteit, 
Voete, gat kop en eina, 
Dit gebeur elke tyd. 
 
Once more up the lader, 
Top step, forward rigt, 
The Veedeebee nosedive, 
Is Staff Finlayôs delight 
 
Die blerrie wieldinges, 
Is BOSSIE se dood, 
Spring op, vat die groen nou, 
Dan is hy in die nood. 
 
Get up on the slides now, 
Get the glue off your arse. 
Knees bent, tuck your chin in, 
Forward left on this pass. 
 
Die toue-stellasie, 
Is ou JOUBIE se pél, 
St spere lê dien daar 
So het hy neergehel. 
 
GO dive off the swings now, 
Two bangs on the bum, 
Youôre on the wrong lift webs 
And the old manôs gone numb. 
 
Die wind vat jou valskerm. 
Wat het Srtaf nou gesé. 
JERRY sou nog rondseil, 
Het die wind nie gaan lé. 
 
The old block and tackle, 
Gets you swinging high, 
SIdde left and crash landing, 
Christ, why canôt I die? 
 
Die WP Louw toring, 
Maak ons so benoud, 
Jislaaik, maar dis hoog man! 
Daarôs ón skop op jou boud. 
 
Thatôs two hundred pressups, 
You owe them by now, 
Six times round the tower, 
Instead theyôll allew. 
 
Met die ñfanò kom jy afseil, 
Die kursus is klaar. 
Dus vir oulaas ón sopie, 

Bymekaar in die ñbarò. 

VALSKERMSOLDATE 

Uit die Hercules se buik 
Kom hul een een uitgeduik. 
Swart spikkels teen die lug se blou 
Voordat die sydoek, sag oopvou. 
Om dan in die lugstreem uit te bol 
te verander in ón groot wit kol, 
wat soos donsies aan die lugruim kleef, 
om dan stadig aarde toe te sweef. 
Pragtig soos ón bruid in wit gewaad, 
saggies na benede neergelaat. 
Maar dan, wanneer hul die aarde raak. 
Al hul woede uit te braak 
Soos ón bynes kwaai ontstook 
Met die vyand uit te spook. 
 
Harde manne, hard soos staal, 
Wat uit die lug het neergedaal. 
Kwaaie vegters, sonder keer, 
Net na vore wil hul beur. 
Altyd eerste, altyd voor,ô 
Nog nooit van agterbly gehoop. 
Soldate sonder weerga Jaô. 
Wat die vleuels ophul skouers dra. 
Valskermsoldate word hul genome  

en as sulks deur almal tyd geroem. 
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NO FEMALE SOLDIER HAD PASSED THIS 
GRUELLING, THREE-WEEK ARMY 

COURSE - UNTIL NOW! 
A private has made history as the first female 
soldier to pass the Army's demanding course to 
prove that personnel have the toughness to serve 
in the Airborne Forces. (Oct 2022) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The intense three-and-a-half-week program is 

designed to examine physical and mental 
robustness. 

Pte Carter, of 16 Medical Regiment, was 
presented with a coveted maroon beret this week 
after completing All Arms Pre Parachute Selection 
(AAPPS) - known as P Company. 

Private Addy Carter, 21, from Hereford, said it 
was all "about showing that you can deliver when 
things get hard" after she became the first female 
enlisted soldier to pass the gruelling Parachute 
Regiment's P Company course. 

She serves as a combat medical technician 
with 16 Medical Regiment, which provides medical 
support to 16 Air Assault Brigade Combat Team, 
the British Army's global response force that is 
specially trained and equipped to deploy by 
parachute, helicopter and air landing. 

In her role, she would deploy as a medic 
working alongside soldiers from the Parachute 
Regiment.  

She follows in the footsteps of Captain Rosie 
Wild, of 7th Parachute Regiment Royal Horse 
Artillery, who was the first female officer to pass the 
AAPPS in 2020. 

The next stage for Pte Carter is the Basic 
Parachute Course at RAF Brize Norton, where she 
could earn her "wings" as a trained military 
parachutist.  

"There is a set standard that anyone who 
attempts the course must achieve and these are 
rigidly enforced by my team - of 98 candidates who 
started this course, 59 were successful. 
https://news.sky.com/story/female-soldier-passes-
gruelling-army-course-that-examines-robustness-for-
the-first-time-12727966 

 

 

 

ROSIE WILD: PARAS WELCOME FIRST 
WOMAN AFTER 'TRAILBLAZER' 

COMPLETES 'GRUELLING' COURSE. 
The Army hopes her success will encourage 
other women to attempt the renowned training, 
which other men and women have failed. 

A British soldier has been called a 
"trailblazer" after becoming the first woman to 
complete the "gruelling" Parachute Regiment 
entry course. 

Captain Rosie Wild passed the five-day 
test which involved eight challenges, including 
carrying a 16kg (35lb) pack and a rifle over 20 
miles (32km). 

The 28-year-old also competed in a 60-
second boxing match, which allows only attack 
and no defensive moves. 

Brigadier John Clark, Commander of 16 
Air Assault Brigade, said: "Women have been 
invited to undertake the gruelling P Company 
course since the mid-1990s. 

"Several have attempted but Captain Wild 
is the first to pass. She is a trailblazer and we 
hope that her achievement will encourage 
other women to have a go. 

"A more representative force will only 
make us stronger." 

The All Arms Pre Parachute Selection 
(AAPPS) - known as the 'P Company' course - 
has been held at Catterick Garrison, in North 
Yorkshire, since the 1990s. 

It is one of the most famous courses in 
military training and has to be passed by all 
recruits to the Parachute Regiment and related 
British Army units. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Army said Capt Wild will not be joining 

the Parachute Regiment, but will be serving 
alongside the Paras in 7th Parachute Regiment 
Royal Horse Artillery. 
https://news.sky.com/story/rosie-wild-paras-
welcome-first-woman-after-trailblazer-
completes-gruelling-course-11937814 

 

https://news.sky.com/story/female-soldier-passes-gruelling-army-course-that-examines-robustness-for-the-first-time-12727966
https://news.sky.com/story/female-soldier-passes-gruelling-army-course-that-examines-robustness-for-the-first-time-12727966
https://news.sky.com/story/female-soldier-passes-gruelling-army-course-that-examines-robustness-for-the-first-time-12727966
https://news.sky.com/story/rosie-wild-paras-welcome-first-woman-after-trailblazer-completes-gruelling-course-11937814
https://news.sky.com/story/rosie-wild-paras-welcome-first-woman-after-trailblazer-completes-gruelling-course-11937814
https://news.sky.com/story/rosie-wild-paras-welcome-first-woman-after-trailblazer-completes-gruelling-course-11937814
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THE REASON WE WEAR A POPPY 

On November 7th, 1920, in strictest secrecy, four 
unidentified British bodies were exhumed from 
temporary battlefield cemeteries at Ypres, Arras, the 
Asine and the Somme. 
None of the soldiers who did the digging were told 
why.  

The bodies were taken by field ambulance to 
GHQ at St-Pol-Sur-Ter Noise. Once there, the bodies 
were draped with the union flag.  

Sentries were posted and Brigadier-General 
Wyatt and a Colonel Gell selected one body at 
random. The other three were reburied. 

A French Honour Guard was selected and stood 
by the coffin overnight of the chosen soldier. 

On the morning of the 8th November, a specially 
designed coffin made of oak from the grounds of 
Hampton Court arrived and the Unknown Warrior was 
placed inside.  

On top was placed a crusaders sword and a 
shield on which was inscribed: 

"A British Warrior who fell in the GREAT WAR 
1914-1918 for King and Country". 

On the 9th of November, the Unknown Warrior 
was taken by horse-drawn carriage with Guards of 
Honour and the sound of tolling bells and bugle calls 
to the quayside.  

There, he was saluted by Marechal Foche and 
loaded onto HMS Verdun bound for Dover. The coffin 
stood on the deck covered in wreaths, surrounded by 
the French Honour Guard. 

Upon arrival at Dover, the Unknown Warrior was 
met with a nineteen-gun salute - something that was 
normally only reserved for Field Marshals.  

A special train had been arranged and he was 
then conveyed to Victoria Station, London.  

He remained there overnight, and, on the 
morning of the 11th of November, he was finally taken 
to Westminster Abbey.  

The idea of the unknown warrior was thought of 
by a Padre called David Railton who had served on 
the front line during the Great War, the union flag he 
had used as an altar cloth whilst at the front, was the 
one that had been draped over the coffin.  

It was his intention that all of the relatives of the 
517,773 combatants whose bodies had not been 
identified could believe that the Unknown Warrior 
could very well be their lost husband, father, brother 
or son... 

THIS is the reason we wear poppies. 
We do not glorify war. 
We remember - with humility - the great and the 

ultimate sacrifices that were made, not just in this war, 
but in every war and conflict where our service 
personnel have fought - to ensure the liberty and 
freedoms that we now take for granted. 

Every year, on the 11th of November, we 
remember. 

At the going down of the sun, and in the 
morning, we will remember them. 

(Taken from Facebook.) 
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On this day in U.S. Army Airborne 
history.....07-Nov 1942, Americaôs First-Ever 
Paratrooper Assault ï Operation Torch. 

On the night of November 7, 1942, 
American forces launched the invasion of 
Axis-occupied North Africa. It was an 
operation that involved several experiments 
and innovations. One of them was the first-
ever American paratroop drop. 

The troops used in the attack were the 
2nd Battalion of the 503rd Parachute Infantry 
Regiment. It was a deceptive name, designed 
to make it seem that America had more 
paratroopers than it did. In reality, the 503rd 
contained only one battalion and was 
sometimes referred to as the 503rd Parachute 
Infantry Battalion. Colonel Edson D. Raff was 
in command. 

Attempts to confuse the Axis with names 
went further. At the Torch landings, the 503rd 
was renamed as the 509th, still a regiment 
only one battalion strong. 
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Die persoon wat die vraag gevra het, was al lank 
geleede ón legende en ikoon wie se roem hom 
baie jare vooruit gegaan het.  'n Man so koel en 
kalm wat 'n ooreenkoms met die Franse 
Vreemdelinge legioen kon aangaan terwyl die 
bomme om hulle ontplof het, terwyl 'n vliegtuig 
vol gevegsmoeë troepe vir hom op die 
aanloopbaan gewag het, gereed vir opstyg. 

Die natgesweete vlieënier kon skaars die 
tuig se lugremme in toom hou terwyl die 
bombardeering al hoe nader gekruip het.  Hy 
was die enigste persoon wat ooit deur die 
geheimsinnge Franse Vreemde Legioen as 
waarnemer genooi was om eerste hands te sien 
hoe legioene gekeur en voorberei word vir 
geveg, nietemin om te noem dat hy die 
grondslag van die Suid-Afrikaanse Valskerm 
opleiding se riglyne was deur hom neergelê. 

Hierdie man se teenwoordigheid sou 
menige troep laat ineenkrimp van vrees en 
sommige van sy vyande het hulleself dood 
gewens eerder as om deur die man met die grys 

oë ondervra te word.  Maar 'n parabat is ón ander 

tipe mens wat nie sommer deur sulke 
vooruitgaande vermanings afgeskrik word nie, jy 
sal gou agterkom hoekom. 
ôn Offisier kan soms enige tyd met vreemde 

vrae en versoeke vorendag kom, wat ôn valskerm 
soldaat normaalweg sou ignoreer ten koste van 
die arme pelotonsersant om die antwoorde te 
verskaf. Heel moontlik sal dit ontaard in 'n opvok 
parade wat altyd wonderbaarlik met die regte 
antwoorde na vore sal kom, al sou daar glad niks 
gesê word nie, so 'n parade sou normaalweg 
almal tevrede stel en die problem laat wegraak.  
Maar as die bevelvoerder se geweer weg is dan 
is daar kak in die land, groot kak, en nie sommer 
in enige land nie, maar Angola van alle lande.  
Die man se geweer was vermis en die troepe het 
soos gewoonlik geen belangstelling getoon om 
na sy kak storie te luister nie. 

Dit kan 'n ernstige saak wees, miskien maak 
die man 'n grap, maar niemand waag dit om te 
lag nie, daar is darem respek op die spel.  
Niemand, nie eens 'n parabat sal waag om vir 
die bevelvoerder te lag in die middel van 'n 
oorlogsone of erger in die middel van 'n geveg 
nie, selfs as die grap swak is.  Veral wanneer die 
vermiste geweer aan niemand anders behoort 
as die beroemde Meneer oorlog homslef van die 
weermag. 

 

Maar toe sê hy dit so waar as wragtig weer, 
'waar is my verdomde geweer!' nou het almal 
begin dink.  Miskien maak die oubaas 'n grap of 

hy is dalk bossies?  Wat baie moontlik kan wees 

aangesien almal al lankal bossies was en dalk het 
hy ook sy breekpunt bereik, miskien is hy ook 
maar net mens.  Luitenant Coetzee en Sersant 
Cronje was net so uit die veld geslaan, dit kan net 
een van die troepe wees, maar nou hoekom juis 
die Kommedant se AK? 

Die medic het dalk iets wat hom beter sal laat 
voel?  Maar vir bossies is daar nie pille nie. Of 
dalk het ou Mallie iets om hom op te beur.  Maar 
Mallie is altyd weg, iewers op sy eie missie wat 
enige plek in 'n radius van vyftig kilometer kan 
wees en dan onverklaarbaar uit die bloute op te 
duik wanneer die gevegs groep gereed was om 
te beweeg. 

Die derde keer het hy nie gevra nie, maar dit 
was 'n bevel! en wanneer 'n groot man 'n bevel 
gee en dit is gedurende n regte oorlog, dan luister 
almal, selfs die hard hoorendste van alle parabats 
luister.  Jy kan se dat hy het eerder dreigend 
verwys, 'wie het my geweer gevat?' En toe verloor 
hy dit of moet ek sê amper ontplof die man soos 
in regtig ontplof as dit met 'n mens kan gebeur.  
Onthou nou, die man is nie 'n normale mens nie, 
hy is bonatuurlik.  

Dit was toe almal geweet het die grap is 
verby, eintlik was dit glad nie 'n fokken grap nie. 
Wat dit ook al was, dit het in 'n groot gemors 
ontaard waaruit een parabat die trotse eienaar 
van die ou kêrel se kosbare geweer geword het.  
Hoe groot van 'n fokkop kan 'n parabat regtig 
wees, dat hy dink 'n panzer baret en 'n geweer, 
en dit is nogal die bevelvoerder se geweer, heg 
dieselfde waarde. 

Maar om 'n skuldige parabat te vind kan 'n 
uitdagende taak word, eintlik ontmoontlik, en wie 
het dit beter geweet as Super parabat nommer 
een homslef. 

'n Paar manne wat die laaste paar weke 
saam met hom geveg het of vyande wat teen hom 
geveg het geleer om die man nie te irriteer nie, 
veral nie as hy die einde van sy 
verdraagsaamheid bereik het, en hierdie was so 
'n geval.  Hulle het geweet dat dit tyd was om 
eerder stil te bly.  En daar was stilte wat net so 
nou en dan geonderbreek was deur die kraak van 
die pantserkarre se kanonlope wat nog besig was 
om af te koel van die laaste geveg. 

 

WAAR IS MY GEWEER? 

Gebaseer op ón ware gebeurtenis in Angola 1975 
LOBITO 

Fiksie of die waarheid, dit is ón storie wat al lankal vertel moes word. 
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Maar wie sou nie kwaad wees as sy prysgeweer 
onder vreemde omstandighede in die niet 
verdwyn, en dit was nogal 'n AK-47 met 'n 
bajonet.  Om alles te kroon was dit nie sommer 
enige gewone AK nie, nee, hierdie een het 'n 
geskiedenis gehad.  Na bewering afgeneem 
vannaf die dooie liggaam van die eerste SWAPO 
terroris wat geseuwel het in ón geveg en hy was 
deur die oubaas self geskiet.  Dit het alles tydens 
'n aanval op 'n terroris basis gebeur gedurende 
die laat sestigs deur ón groep uitgesoekte 
parabats wat opgetree het in ón hoogs gehieme 
operasie onder die dekmatel as polisiemanne, 
dit was nog lank voor die grensoorlog in alle erns 
begin het. 

In daardie dae was 'n Tokaref-pistool en 'n 
AK soos 'n statussimbool en dit was elke soldaat 
se droom om een te besit.  En hier staan die 
droom hoog en droog en wag om bewaarheid te 

word.  Die eienaar van die wapen of geskiedenis 

het nie 'n parabat beïndruk nie, of te wel nie ón 

sekere parabat nie.  Dit was mos elke parabat se 
reg om 'n AK te besit en die bajonet sou 'n bonus 
wees. 

'n Parabat is 'n impulsiewe wese en planne 
sal later beraam word as 'n probleem opduik. In 
die geval van hoe om dit na die Sates te smokkel 
en dit by die huis te kry, sal opgelos word, heel 
moonlik deur die medic of om n deal te maak met 
n loots.  Die arme medic sal heel waarskynlik al 
die hospitaal se gips moet aanvra om al die 
gewere en pistole en bayonette as spalke aan 
die ouens se bene en enkels aan te wend net 
voordat hulle eendag huiswaarts keer. Sersant-
majoor Tilly was self 'n ou jakkals en sou nie 
maklik die storie glo dat al die soldate 'n been 
gedurende die laaste dag van die oorlog gebreek 
nie.  Maar dit is ter verstaane, 'n Parabat leef vir 
vandag, as môre kom dan is dit net nog 'n dag 
wat gegee is om te lewe.  In elke geval wie weet 
partykeer het Samajoor Tilly ons laat wegkom 
met groot dinge, hy mag dalk net hierdie keer 
ook verstaan, wie sal noual kon raai. 

Beroemd, onverskrokke of te nie, hy was 
ook maar mens en twyfel het begin inree, dalk 
het hy self die geweer verle, of dalk was dit net 
'n goeie kak grap.  Jy weet, die soort ou grappie 
wat een van die troepe sou maak om eendag 
groot te praat van die dag toe hy die Kommedant 

lekker rondgevok het.  ón Tipiese grappie wat 

almal na vyftig jaar later nog sou laat lag oor 'n 
koue bier en 'n paar skaaptjops wat op die 
braaivleisvuur lê en bak.  

Die son was besig om vinning te sak en die 
paar ligte wat nog werkend is in Lobito is al klaar 
sigbaar in die verte en FAPLA kan enige oomblik 

met ón teen aanval begin.   

So, alhoewel briesend kwaad en hewig 
ontsteld, beteul hy net net sy humeur, jy wil nie 
'n gat van jouself maak voor n klomp troepe nie, 
maar enige grap, maak nie saak hoe kak nie 
moet ook tot 'n einde kom. 

Daar is n verskil om te ontplof of om jou 
moer te strip.  En hierdie slag het hy sy moer 
heeltemal gestrip en almal wat hom geken het, 
weet presies waartoe hy in staat was as dit 
gebeur.  Moenie skoor soek met 'n man wat net 
'n paar uur tevore eiehandig 'n masjiengeweer 
stelling uitgewis het nie, veral nie terwyl die vars 
verband op sy hand bewys was van 'n koeël wat 
amper sy duim tydens die aanval afgeskeur het. 

Dit was toe Sersant Augusto wat sy held en 
bevelvoerder se verhewe stem gehoor het, 
besluit het om te kom kyk wat aangaan dat hy op 
die geweer afkom waar hy staan op sy eie, 
eensaam en verwees.  Augusto was 'n FNLA-
offisier en een van die bevelvoerder se 
vertrouelinge.  Hy kon sy oe nie glo nie want hy 
het nog nooit die geweer sonder sy eienaar 
gesien nie, en het dadelik geweet dit was die 
rede vir sy bevelvoerder se berispelike optrede 
en hy roep die manne uit volle bors in portugees, 
ñKom kyk, kom kyk.ò 

Soos een man storm al die bats na buite om 
te sien wat aan die gang was, en daar was die 
geweer, oop en bloot vir almal om te sien, gestut 
teen die muur op die agterstoep.  En die klomp 
parabats staan ook daar, op die stoep, 
uitdrukkingloos, een vir almal en almal vir een. 
Maar vir een bat was dit ón pynlike oomblik terwyl 
besig was om nabetragting te doen, 'wel, ek sal 
maar moet wag vir 'n ander dag, hierdie een was 
nie vir my beskore nie.'  

Eers toe hy sy opsies begin opsom het hy 
tot die ontnugterde gevolgtrekking gekom dat 
AKôs miskien net vir offisiere bekore was, in 
welke geval luitenant Coetzee staan dan eerste 
in die ry en Sersant Cronje tweede. Hy kon maar 
net met 'n wrang glimlag tot die gevolgtrekking 
kom dat miskien was die plan 'n bietjie te 
vergesog. 

Skoon uit die veld geslaan, maar nie 
heeltemal verbaas nie, kyk luitenant Coetzee en 
peloton-sersant Cronje na mekaar, elk met sy 
eie vermoedens. Maar al wat Cronje kon sê was, 
'die klomp bliksems!  Die waarheid sal heel 
waarskynlik eendag na vore kom en sal dan 'n 
helse grap onder die klomp donners wees.'  Die 
laaste keer dat hy so 'n klagte moes aanspreek, 
was toe nie net een boks kondensmelk nie, maar 
al die kondensmelk uit Rundu se kombuis spens 
verdwyn het, deur 'n onverklaarbare gat in die 
dak. 
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Die Jaar 2022 
Dit was amper agt en veertig jaar later toe 
Tommie Viljoen die moed bymekaargeskraap 
het om kommedant Jan Breytenbach in 
Sedgefield te bel waar hy nou 'n afgetrede man 
is.  Dit het Jan nie lank geneem nie en hy kon 
Tommie nog onthou as die man met die ou 4X4 
Doge VC Power Wagon lorrie wat voorgekom 
het of dit reguit vannaf Egipte na Operasie 
Savanah gestuur was met die einde van die 
tweede wêreld oorlog en dit net betyds 
aangekom ten midde van n swart rookwolk vir 
outomatiese kamoefleering. 
óEn waarmee kan ek help Tom?' se die 

agterdogte oud bevelvoerder van gevegsgroep 
Alpha.  óOom Jan, onthou jy nog daardie 
vermiste geweer van jou?ô Jan Breytenbach is 'n 
ou man van negentig jaar oud, maar hy het nog 
'n goeie geheue. 

Sy oë het sommer weer opgehelder toe hy 
terug dink aan dardie dag in Angola, en met 'n 
groot glimlag en 'n ondeunde kyk in daardie grys 
oë, hy het net gesê, ñja ek onthou goed,ò jy weet 
Tom, daar is skere herineringe in die lewe wat 
wegkwyn maar daar is 'n paar wat helderder 
word by die dag, en hy begin weer lag, ñek het 
hom nog steeds, hy hang hier  reg agter my waar 
ek hom kan sien, jy weet nooit wanneer iemand 
hom kom haal nie.ò 

 

Daar het ón lang stilte gevolg, en voor 

Tommie iets kon sê.  ñEk het julle bats lekker 

skrik op die op lyf gejaag, nie waar nie?  Onthou, 
jong man, ek was ook eens 'n parabat troep, net 

soos julle.ò  Al wat Tommie kon sê was, ñAg 

Kommedant, ek wil jou net laat weet ons soek 

nog steeds na die skuldige vir jou.ò 
Tommie het skaars die gesprek afgesluit toe 

die boodskap op sy cellfoon deurkom, nogal n 
ñwhatsapp.ò  Nou kyk, Jan Breytenbach mag 
dalk oud wees maar daai brein is nog so skerp 
soos n lemmetjie. Hy was n man wat in sy jong 
dae enige wapen kon uitsort sonder n handboek, 
en vir n telefoonjie staan hy nie terug nie. 

Jan het onmiddelik opgestaan na Tommie 
die gesprek afgesluit het, n selfie geneem en aan 
Tommie gestuur.  En daar, gemonteer in 'n goue 
vergulde raam teen die muur van sy kroeg 
tussen 'n horde militêre remiblia staan Jan voor 
sy  gesogte geweer, die boodskap is duidelik, 
òJulle bats kan maar probeer om hom te kom 
haal, maar moet eers by my verbykom.ò 

Jammer vir jou Lourens, dit was amper maar 
nie stamper.  Ons wil graag eendag die regte 
storie uit die perd se bek hoor wanneer hy 
gereed is om te praat, laat weet ons. 

Groete aan al die ysters! 
(Storie is opgemaak deur Medic Swart 1 Valsk). 
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REUNIE B KOMP 78-79 POGGIE POTGIETER SE PLEK OP PAUL ROUX 
01/10/2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

30/09/2022 ï 10/12/2022 

01/10/2022 Wynand en Chris met hul vangs. 

Christo Kleyn op B Komp 77-
79 Reunie te Paul Roux na 1 
en half jaar met ón nuwe 
huppel in sys tap na 
wonderwerk genesing in sy 
been wat amptasie 
vrygespring het danksy 
Genade. 
Foto onder regs: McGill 
Alexander aan die word. 
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RECCE GALA EVENING FOR 1 RECCE 50TH CELEBRATIONS. 01/10/2022. Hans Moller; Anthony Modena; Willoughby 
Brits; Ronnie Claassen; Blikkies Blignaut. / Ronnie Claassen and Pierre Lundberg. / Below left: Pathfinders/Recces: 
André Lombaard; Rauties; Les Rudman; John Haynes; JJ Prinsloo; Jan Joubrt; Pierre Lundberg. 

Seated: Div Lamprecht; 
Chris Serfontein; Les 
Rudman; Hannes Venter; 
Frans Fourie; J.J. Prinsloo. 
Standing:  Chrisjan van der 
Vyver; Friedrich Lombard; 
Werner Viljoen; Tinus Botha; 
Neville Breytenbach; Danie 
Smith. 

Left: Fanie Gerber and wife 
with Pierre Lundberg. 
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Geagte vriende, Hieronder is ón opsomming van die 
gesprek rede wat ek tydens die Brendin Horner 
gedenkdiens te Barberspan op 1 Oktober 2022 
gelewer het. Te same met enkele veterane was dit 
ón groot eer en voorreg om na genoemde 
plegtigheid uitgenooi te gewees het. Baie dankie 
aan almal wat deelgeneem het en ook diegene wat 
nie daar kon gewees het nie, maar met hart en siel 
ondersteun het. Daar was geen politieke bedoelings 
met die byeenkoms nie. Vir ons as veterane was dit 
ón geleentheid om eer en respek aan al ons mense 
te betoon, wat oor die afgelope drie dekades 
slagoffers van gruweldade in ons mooi land was; 
ook aan ons gestorwe en gewonde makkers uit die 
Bosoorlog era. Vir ons as oud soldate was dit ón 
gewyde en plegtige moment, wat ons met groot 
respek en Geloof, met ons mede burgers kon deel 
ï ons as veterane, saam met die Horner gesin en 
hulle vriende. Baie dankie nogmaals! Baie dankie 
veteraan makkers. Eer, trots, kameraadskap en 
Geloof! Missie suksesvol uitgevoer! 

Brendin Horner Gedenkdiens Gedenkrede 
deur Roland de Vries te Barberspan op 1 Oktober 
2022 
Geagte vriende é more almal é baie dankie 

vir die eer en voorreg om vandag die gedenkrede 
vir Brendin Horner se gedenkdiens en die onthulling 
van sy monument hier by Barberspan te kan lewer. 

Barberspan is die plek waar Brendin as kind 
groot geword en gespeel het. 

Dankie S.J. Du Venage vir die uitnodiging en 
die groot eer wat my in die opsig te beurt geval het. 
Met opregte waardering aan almal wat by die 
voorbereiding en reëlings vir die mooi plegtigheid 
betrokke was. Ons salueer julle! 

Dit is vir ons almal wat hier teenwoordig is 
vandag is ón besonderse gewyde en plegtige 
geleentheid, en ón groot voorreg, om dit saam met 
Brendin se ouers, Mietjie en Robbie, hulle familie en 
vriende en ons veterane te kan bywoon. 

Eintlik is ons saam een groot familie, hier, 
vandag, by Barberspan!  

Te same met familie en vriende hier 
teenwoordig, verdien Brendin ook ón militêre 
totsiens en saluut! Hy was een van ons jonger 
generasie ñvrywilligersò, wat vir vrede geveg en 
gesterf het. Dit is ook ón mooi geleentheid om hulde 
te bring aan die menige jong helde wat in ons mooi 
land vir vrede gesterf het. 

Dankie aan ons veterane uit die eertydse 
Bosoorlog wat vandag hier teenwoordig is.  

Laat ons die vlae en vaandels van omgee 
met trots hoog laat wapper. 

 

Ons gebede vandag te Barberspan is saam 
met Brendin se ouers, sy familie en vriende wat 
seer het. 

Ek dink onwillekeurig terug aan die oggend wat 
Brendin se vader Robbie hom gevind het é die 
skok, die hartseer, die leegheid, selfs woede. Hoe 
het die moederhart van Mietjie gevoel?  
Kom ons wees net stil vir ón oomblik en dink in 

deernis aan hierdie mense van ons ter 
nagedagtenis aan die hartseer oggend. 
Ek dink onwillekeurig terug aan ón soortgelyke 

gevoel van leegheid, lamheid en hartseer in die tye 
wat ek en my veteraan makkers hier teenwoordig 
vandag, jong soldate tydens die Bosoorlog verloor 
het é ek noem net enkele voorbeelde: Operasie 
Yahoo, 15 April 1982, tydens ón Ratel in ón 
hinderlaag naby Tsintsabis in die Driehoek van die 
Dood, waar ons agt mense in ón oogwink verloor 
het; Operasie Meebos, suid Angola, met die afskiet 
van ón Puma helikopter op 9 Augustus 1982 in die 
Muirivier, waar ons eensklaps vyftien makkers 
verloor het; 30 Augustus 1982, tydens ón myn 
voorval tydens Operasie Meebos met 19 jarige Lt. 
J.J. Steyn in bevel, waartydens jong Skutter D.P. 
Croezer oorlede is; Ons dink ook op hierdie mooi 
oggend met innige meegevoel aan ons makkers 
wat tydens die Bosoorlog gesterf het en met deernis 
aan hulle families en naby vriende! 

Wat my tydens hierdie hartseer momente 
getemper het is dat jy as bevelvoerder en jou mede 
soldate nie te lank in hartseer kon talm nie; die 
opdrag moet nagekom word, moreel moet herstel 
word, hoop moet geskep word, mense moet 
geïnspireer word, die werk op hande moet 
voortgesit word. 

Ek kan my nie indink wat die Horner gesin op 
die dag van 1 Oktober 2020, presies twee jaar 
gelede, moes ervaar het nie. Ek kan dit bloot 
vergelyk met die verlies van ons eie Broerskind jong 
Pieter de Lange, langs die Vaalrivier naby 
Sasolburg op die 17 April 2007 é waar hy 
koelbloedig in sy bed deur ón plaas aanval bende 
doodgeskiet was terwyl hy geslaap het!  

Met innige meelewing hou ons Psalm 127 voor, 
ter nagedagtenis aan Brendin Horner se afsterwe. 
VERS 3: Kyk seuns is ón erfdeel van die Here; die 
vrug van die moederskoot is ón beloning. Soos pyle 
in die hand van ón held, so is die seuns van die jeug. 
Gelukkig is die man wat sy pylkoker daarmee gevul 
het. Hulle sal nie beskaamd staan as hulle met die 
vyande in die poort spreek nie.ò  

Ons moet eenvoudige aanhou om ons huise, 
families, vriendekringe en veiligheid sisteme saam 
met die Here te bou! Dit sal nie tevergeefs wees nie! 
Die weersiens as gelowiges in die hiernamaals ón 
sekerheid as ons volhard in die geloof. 
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Ons lees in die Bybel van die ñVolle Wapen Rusting van Godò in 
Efesiërs 6:13-18 en dit dui daarop dat ons konflik met satan en 
sy boosdoeners in hierdie mooi land van ons ook geestelik van 
aard is. 
ñDaarom, neem die volle wapenrusting van God op, sodat 

julle weerstand kan bied in die dag van onheil en, nadat julle alles 
volbring het, staande kan bly. Staan dan vas, julle lendene met 
die waarheid omgord, met die bors wapen van die geregtigheid 
aan, en as skoene aan julle voete die bereidheid vir die evangelie 
van vrede. Behalwe dit alles neem die skild van die geloof op 
waarmee julle al die vurige pyle van die Bose sal kan afweer. En 
neem aan die helm van verlossing en die swaard van die Gees - 
dit is die woord van God - terwyl julle met alle gebed en smeking 
by elke geleentheid bid in die Gees, en juis daartoe waak met 
alle volharding en smeking vir al die heiligesò! 

Efesiërs 6:12 dui baie duidelik aan dat ons konflik met Satan 
ñn stryd om ons siele in die geestelike realm isò. Dit is nie alleenlik 
vlees en bloed nie! Dus kan min of geen aardse wapens effektief 
teen hom en sy trawante aangewend word nie. Daar word nie vir 
ons ón lys van spesifieke oorlogse-taktiek gegee om teen Satan 
te gebruik nie. Tog is die gedeelte heeltemal duidelik dat, indien 
ons al die aanwysings getrou volg, sal ons kan staande bly en 
oorwinning behaal, ongeag Satan en sy boosdoeners se 
strategie. 

Ons besef elke dag dat ons teen ón oorweldigende misdaad 
bestel veg en dat ons daagliks onder die las van ón destruktiewe 
en kriminele regering staan. Gelukkig is die ANC regering besig 
om hulself stelselmatig te vernietig en irrelevant te maak. 
Vandaar die dringendheid in ons mooi land om as 
wetsgehoorsame-vredeliewende mense op te staan, saam te 
staan en saam te doen wat ons veiligheid en voortbestaan aan 
betref é en om voortdurend hoop en vertroue in Geloof te skep. 

Ons vrees nie en ons weet dat die vrede en voorspoed 
waarna ons smag in ons Geloof en moedige optrede opgesluit 
lê!  
Ten slotte: é in aggenome die skild van Geloof wat Brendin 
Horner hier op die aarde gedra het en steeds in die Hemel dra 
é sy opoffering vir vrede vir ons en sy nalatenskap van omgee, 
wat met soveel gewelddadigheid op 1 Oktober 2020 naby 
Senekal plaasgevind het é sy heldhaftigheid as voorbeeldige 
jongman wat in die hiernamaals weerklank sal vind é en met die 
wete dat gewelddoeners in hierdie land deur ons Liewe Vader vir 
hulle dade op die dag van rekening geoordeel sal word é Wil ek 
graag respek betoon aan Brendin Horner se nagedagtenis met 
die volgende woorde uit die gediggie ñIf ñ van Rudyard Kipling: 
ñé If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, Or walk 

with kingsðnor lose the common touch; If neither foes nor loving 
friends can hurt you; If all men count with you, but none too 
much; If you can fill the unforgiving minute With sixty secondsô 
worth of distance run Yours is the Earth and everything thatôs in 
it, Andðwhich is moreðyou are a Man, my son éò! 
Ons sal jou as ón jong held onthou Brendin Horner! 
Jou voorbeeld maak ons vasberade om saam in Geloof vir 

geregtigheid vas te staan en met durf op te tree! 
Ons vir jou Brendin Horner é ons vir mekaar é 
Mag die Liewe Vader ons mense beskerm! 

Roland de Vries 
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On Sat 01/10/2022 whilst broadcasting in 
Saldanha Jakkals de Jager walked a long way to 
come and present me with his new book on the 
Parabats.  

Maj De Jager was based at Ondangs 
during the start of Savannah. He worked with 
Cmdt van Niekerk at the Sub Area HQ. On our 
departure out of Angola in Jan 76 he handed me 
letters to confirm that I had brought electronic 
tools with me to help repair TR 15 radios in the 
field. I was one of the lucky ones that was not 
searched by the MPs on departure. He retired as 
a Parabat Col.            Brian Emmenis. 

Major De Jager led 11 Commando B Coy 
Platoon 4 into Calueque Saturday 9 August 
1975.            Kevin Amm-Combrink 

Below: Genl Dan Lamprecht celebrated his 80 
Birthday in stile with Spec Forces members. 
04/10/2022 
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08/10/2022: Bruce Fordate en Willoughby Brits. / Ronnie Claassen en Corne Marais. / Pale vd Walt word lid van Klub 
70. Johannes Conradie. / Onder links: 2de Militere Ete Kelvin Grove 06/10/2022 Col Lew Gerber vorige Bev 3 Para Bn; 
Maj Genl Roland de Vries vorige ondervoorsitter H Leἐr met Col Alan Nelson vorige vorige ondervoorsitter Dirakteur 
Reserve (Eng) Verd werke Formasie. / Onder regs: Roland saam met sy 61 Meg manne by die funksie in Kaapstad. 

Bo: Matthew Pavkovich; Morne Coetzer; Oom Ronnie en 
Witwillem. / Regs:  8 000ste spring Laurel Thatcher en wat ón 
prestasie en meesterlike toewyding 15/10/2022 
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Met Leon Goenewald wat aan óMotor Neuron Diseaseô gediagnoseer is het ons besluit om ons (E Komp Julie '78 inname) 
45 jaar reunie hierdie jaar by hom in Oudtshoorn te gaan hou. 

Dit was ón wyse besluit want hy het dit verskriklik baie waardeer. Sy brein is nog klokhelder maar sy liggaam gaan 
agteruit. Assie de Lange. 
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15/10/2022 From Granger Korff: Next 
week off to Florida to jump from Tico 
Belle, D Day C47 Dakota, this is her 
ómascotô that gives you a squeeze if 
you have a good landing. Have 5 SA 
Patabats that are joining me, they are 
USA based (they havenôt jumped since 
army and are doing refresher 4 day 
course), they are heap excited. Itôs my 
5th time there to jump Tico Belle now 
and an 50 jumps round canopy, we 
usually get about 6 or 7 jumps in per 
event. 
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Regimental Parade in Marche les Dames, Belgium. King Filip 
was also presend. 18/10/2022 
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Johan de Wet of Rooiplaas USA Canopy sent the following report.  21 Oct 2022 

Five South African parabats (Derek Greef, Edward Jeffery, Tony Deering, James Buckley, and Johan de Wet), currently 
residing in the USA, attended a refresher and retraining jumping course during the week of 17 ï 22 October 2022 at 
the Marion county airport in Dunnellon, situated on the West Coast of Florida. Parachutists who are current or recently 
completed their training jump here once a year.  The refresher training was done on Monday (17th) and Tuesday (18th) 
in harnesses hanging on blocks and tackles, which included emergency procedures in the harnesses. Our initial jumps 
were out of a Cessna, and the later jumps were from a Dakota. As long as you jump once in two years and your logbook 
is signed, you donôt have to redo the training. 

Our ex-SADF Parabats are highly esteemed and favored due to our intensive training ï even the Chief in Charge 
referred to our experience. We were treated like celebrities! The SA bats jumped first, and the newly qualified students 
jumped the day thereafter. We jumped with the SF-10A parachute, which is quite steerable and nice to jump with, and 
even the landings were soft ï much better than any of the chutes that we ever jumped with in the past. We packed our 
own parachutes under supervision. You had to jump with your own packed chute ï a bit stressful, to say the least. We 
gladly paid the $25 to the chute packers for the remainder of the course! On Thursday afternoon (20th), Friday (21st), 
and Saturday (22nd), we jumped from the Dak. It was an absolutely awesome week, with great memories, camaraderie, 
and the jumps were phenomenal. 
The USA canopy is quite active, with 24 ex-bats who are proudly Rooiplaas members. 

EX ALTO VINCIMUS 
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Three Bats at the Signal Skouerskuur in Heidelburg. Bam de 
Wet; Braam Blom; Paul J. Els. 22/10/2022. /  
Onder 2: Airborne Riders by Asssie se plek ñThe 
Cowhouseò. 23/10/2022 

Op 22/10/2022 by Parys vliegveld 4 Paratroopers saam 
gevryval.  Laurel Thatcher, Sean Moorcroft, Stefan 
Rawlins, Blikkies Blignaut. 



 

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT   4/21 
 

     Page 41 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Bravo 87 89.  35 jaar reunie 27/10/2022 

Die PVO Nasionale Raad vergadering het op 28/10/2022 by die Pretoria Canopy Drop 
Zone plaas gevind.  Die span het terugvoer gegee en sake bespreek asook beplanning 
gedoen vir die toekoms.  Die PVO is gefokus en die manne se gesindheid is positiewe 
verskil te maak vir alle Parabats.  
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