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WOORD VAN DIE PVO PRESIDENT 
WORD FROM THE PVO PRESIDENT 

 

NEXT PTA CANOPY MEETINGS 
14 JAN / 17 FEB / 14 MRT 

The Bat Chat is the official newsletter of the Pretoria Canopy, but also 
carries the interest of all Parabats worldwide.  

In this issue we have a few items on our SA Special Forces. During 
November 2021 on Sunday 12th many Poppy day memorials was held in 
South Africa and abroad, and at each of these parabats were present. We 
thank every bat that presented us at such events!  

The PVO issued St Michael's certificates to three members of the 
Pretoria Canopy and we are all very proud of them. We honour Chris Pohl 
and Paul J. Els and would like to thank Mike McWilliams, previous 
president of the PVO for his dedicated service.  

Die Parabatveteraneorganisasie het van sy ontstaan af 
valskermmakkers in nood bygestaan. Hulle is gehelp met veral kontant, 
maar ook met goedere en dienste. Hiermee sal ons aanhou. Opregte 
dankie vir almal se ledegelde en donasies. Tot dusver het die PVO in 
totaal reeds meer as R500 000 vir sy makkers bygedra. Ons staan ook 
makkers by om voordele te kry soos medies en begrafnisdienste ï deur 
aan te sluit by die Departement van Militêre Veterane. With reference to 
our vision and mission statement: We would like to unite with all veteran 
organisations! 

Die PVO was vanjaar ook bevoorreg om regoor die land ons makkers 
te organiseer om strukture te vestig om veiligheid in hulle gemeenskappe 
te verseker ï gelei deur ysters soos Roland de Vries en Koos Moorcroft! 

Ten slotte wens ek aan elkeen 'n geseënde Jesusfees, Kersfees en 
2022 toe! 

En ons stuur besondere Kerswense aan Oom Ronnie Claassen, ons 
PVO-beskermheer, en sy gade.  

Vriendelike parabatgroete! Elke man tel! 
Willoughby Brits PVO: President 

 

 

 

INDEMNITY 
We know readers will smile about certain strange events they read or see in 
this newsletter. We also know readers will not hold the editorial board 
responsible for every statement! This newsletter is filled with very different 
personal opinions of military veterans who write mainly just on their own 

behalf. So, they say what they like. 

 
VRYWARING 

Ons weet lesers sal glimlag oor sekere vreemde gebeure wat hulle in hierdie 
nuusbrief lees en sien. Ons weet ook lesers sal die redaksie nie vir elke 
uitspraak verantwoordelik hou nie! Hierdie nuusbrief is propvol uiteenlopende 
persoonlike menings van militêre veterane wat veral net namens hulleself 
skryf. So, hulle sê wat hulle wil. 
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The PVO website 

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the 
information you need on the organisation. Please 
visit it regularly.  Any paratrooper who needs to 
know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be 
helped from this website.  New members are 
welcome and existing members who are unsure 
of any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries 
there.   

PVO APP 

Go onto the Android or Apple store, search for 
Parabat Veterans Organisation and download the 
PVO app on your mobile device. Paid-up PVO 
members have  access to premium information 

and additional benefits. 

 #Neem asseblief kennis dat die finansiële 
state beskikbaar is vir enige opbetaalde lede 
vir besigtiging en vrae.  Ons het strukture en 
ouditeure in plek om verantwoording te doen 
vir elke sent wat ge-in of spandeer word. 

 
THE PVO ENABLEMENT 

FUND 
Essentially, the wellbeing of all Parabats 
and their families is our primary concern. 
Many of us are reaching the age where 
retirement and redundancy become threats 
to our continued welfare. Some of us have 
been suffering from the strain of wounds 
and disabilities sustained during our years 
as soldiers as well as suffered after our 
military service ended. Others have been 
made redundant by retrenchments or 
affirmative action. 

All these people need help and support 
in their daily lives. 

 

 

PVO APP 

MEMBER BENEFITS  
Emergency/Panic button - Get Paratroopers in 
your vicinity to assist when you have an 
emergency.  

Access to the Parabat Heritage Channel - 
News, Videos, sound clips, pictures and much 
more. An ever-growing repository with old and 
new media recordings  
Å PVO Projects - Status, news and updates  
Å Access to Employment opportunities  
Å PVO Enablement Fund  
Die PVO beleid is om alle Parabats in te sluit.  
 

ñELKE MAN TEL!ò 
Ons is almal deel van 'n uitsonderlike groep 
ñvolunteers - with the guts to step out of the 
aircraft door".  

Alle Paratroopers word aangemoedig om die 
APP af te laai en benut.  

Vir enige tegniese probleme kontak - 
Chris.Pohl@parabat.org.za 

NEW BOOKS AND MAGAZINES 

 

The 2019, 2020 & 1-3/2021 
Batchats is available from 
Pretoria Canopy. A must in 
all Bats book collection. 

All Bat Chats can be  
seen on the PVO Website.  

http://parabat.org.za/ 

 

The book We fear 
naught but God on 
Special Forces is 
available @ R200 
(Normal price R500). 
paul@who-els.co.za 

Above: heymanshb@gmail.com / Google NONGQAI 
Below right: Order from  Minettedejager1@gmail.com 

 

http://www.parabat.org.za/
http://parabat.org.za/
mailto:paul@who-els.co.za
mailto:heymanshb@gmail.com
mailto:Minettedejager1@gmail.com
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30/09/2021 
Peter Laubscher 
Another most informative and professional 
publication. Salute to Paul J Els and all those that 
contributed to this excellent news letter. 
 
Guy Mullins 
Paul, publisher to the Bats. Another exceptional 
edition to add to the Parabat Library. Well done, 
again. 
 CASSINGA PIN AND CASSINGA COIN 

The 4th May 1978 is an important part of the South 
African Paratroopers military history. To remember 
Cassinga Day, West Rand PVO Canopy has struck a 
series of pins and coins.  
THE PIN: The Pin is only available to a Cassinga 
veteran. The Cassinga Veteran could be a para that 
jumped from one of the 6 x C130/C160 aircrafts, 
paraôs that flew as support in 2 aircrafts for the 
duration of the battle, the pilots or engineers on 
board the C160/C130 aircrafts, or any of the pilots 
and that actually flew any aircraft that took part in 
the operation eg Mirage, Helicopters etc. On the back 
of the coin will be engraved your lift no, Seat no and 
whether you jumped starboard, or port.  

This info will be verified against the original 
manifest sheets for the operation.  

This PIN can be purchased for paratroopers that 
took part in the operation, but have passed on to be 
presented to the family. This pin comes in a box. 
(wings excluded).  
THE COIN: This coin is available to any paratrooper 
or person that supports paratroopers. The coin can 
be purchased as a coin alone or a coin in a box. 
Each coin has a unique serial number. 
COLLECTORS PIN: This Pin and box can be 
purchased buy any person that collects memorabilia. 
The Pin is the same as described in the pin above 
but will not have your seat details but the word 
collector and a unique coin serial number 
To Purchase: Email:  cassingapinandcoins@gmail.com 

Willie will then send you an order form to get 
your details and confirm pricing and delivery details.  

Remember ï these are custom made so delivery 
will be 4 ï 6 weeks after payment received.  

If you prefer you can also contact Attie van 
Niekerk on email attievanniekerk@parabat.org.za  or 
Andy Boden ï andyboden00@gmail.com 

 
 

Baie geluk aan die President en al die ander 
verkose lede. Ek wens julle Sterkte en Voorspoed 
toe in die toekoms en mag die PVO van krag tot 
krag gaan.  

Ronnie Claassen 

 

BESKERMHEER  VAN  DIE  PVO  SE  
KERSBOODSKAP 

Dit is weereens vir my ón groot voorreg om ón kort 
Kersboodskap aan al die lede van die PVO te rig.  
Die jaar 2021 kan tereg as nog ón ñAnnus horribalesò 
jaar beskryf word. Die veel besproke Covidvirus het 
weereens soos in 2020 ón groot rol gespeel in die 
doen en late van Suid-Afrikaners.  Die Virus het 
veroorsaak dat duisende mense siek geword, 
gehospitaliseer was en gesterf het.  Baie van ons 
PVO broers en hul familielede het ook deurgeloop 
en was of siek of het gesterf.  Ons innigste simpatie 
gaan aan almal wat iemand aan die Dood afgestaan 
het as gevolg van die Virus of ander oorsake.  Mag 
ons Vader in die Hemel julle onderskraag en troos. 

The new variant of the virus is also busy to 
wreak havoc and causing a lot of damage to the 
Financial and Economic terrains in our country.  I 
would like to appeal to everybody to adhere to the 
prescribed protocol in order to stay healthy.  
Gedurende die jaar was daar heftige verskil tussen 
die pro-inenters en die anti-inenters.  Ouens hou op 
om oor die saak te stry.  Sorg net dat julle alles sal 
doen om te voorkom dat julle die Virus opdoen. 

Hierdie jaar het ons natuurlik ook Beurtkrag 
beleef wat gemaak het dat die Ekonomie lelik 
deurgeloop het.  Hierdie situasie gaan nog lank met 
ons wees manne so moet nie so stres dat julle 
onnodig Beroerte opdoen nie.  Ek gaan nie verder 
uitbrei oor alles wat in ons land verkeerd is nie, maar 
eerder iets meld oor die PVO waarvan ons almal 
trotse lede is.  Die PVO het ón nuwe bestuur gekry 
onlangs en ek wil die President en sy bestuurslede 
alles van die beste toewens vir die toekoms.  Ek het 
volle vertroue in die nuwe bestuur en ek doen ón 
beroep op al ons lede om hulle ten alle tye te 
ondersteun.  Ek laat dit aan die President oor om 
verslag te lewer van die PVO se prestasies die 
afgelope jaar.  

1 Parachute Battalion celebrated itôs 60th 
Birthday this year and I urge everybody to adhere to 
the principles of Brotherhood which exists amongst 
all Paratroopers.  Support each other at all times and 
stop the unnecessary infighting.  I would like to wish 
all Parabats a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy 
New Year.  This wish that comes from the bottom of 
my heart is not meant for members of the PVO only, 
but also for LAARSA and Rooiplaas  Parabats. 
Manne daar wag moeilike uitdagings vorentoe en ek 
hoop dat julle sal saamstaan in die toekoms om die 
PVO ón Magtige Organisasie te maak.  Ek wens julle 
sowel as julle dierbares ón baie Geseende Kersfees 
en Voorspoedige 2022 toe.  Ry versigtig (as julle 
brandstof kan bekostig), bly veilig en moenie moed 
verloor nie.  Die Hemelse Vader bly in beheer. 

Seenwense van BO, God Bless. Oom Ronnie.  
EX ALTO VINCIMUS! 

  

 
 

mailto:cassingapinandcoins@gmail.com
mailto:attievanniekerk@parabat.org.za
mailto:andyboden00@gmail.com
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DIE ROL VAN DIE RMVO 

Die Raad van Militêre Veterane Organisasies van 
SA (RMVO) beywer hom om namens die ongeveer 
28 ge-affilieerde organisasies die belange van alle 
Suid Afrikaanse veterane te bevorder. 

Kriteria waaraan voldoen moet word vir 
affiliasie met die RMVO is: 

- Aanbieding van ón konstitusie, 
- Besonderhede van die ampsdraers, 
- Aantal lede wat die organisasie verteenwoordig, 
- ón verklaring aangaande die finansi±le status 

van die organisasie, en 
- ón afskrif van die notule van die laaste algemene 

jaarvergadering. 
Die PVO aansoek om te affilieer is op 4 Mei 2016 
goedgekeur, wat ons die enigste valskerm 
veterane organisasie maak wat deur die RMVO 
erken word. Hierdie affiliasie beteken dat die PVO 
as lid van die nasionale raad van die RMVO aan 
bespreking en besluitneming deelneem. 

Die RMVO strategie word rondom die 
volgende 4 bene gebou: 

¶ Herdenking en bewaring van ons erfenis 

¶ Erkenning 

¶ Bevordering van kameraderie 

¶ Nasie bou 
Tydens ón strategiese werkswinkel wat in Mei 
vanjaar plaasgevind het, het die deelnemers 
saamgestem dat die RMVO, ongeag uitdagings 
wat ervaar word met skakeling met 
regeringsstrukture, ón toekomsgerigte strategie 
moet formuleer om te verseker dat die belange van 
militêre veterane die nodige aandag sal bly geniet. 

Hoewel sekere voordele reeds aan veterane 
beskikbaar is, is dit van belang dat individuele 
veterane by die Departement van Militêre Veterane 
(DMV) registreer om in aanmerking te kom 
daarvoor. 
Deon Benadé. PVO 
Vise-president  

 
 

 

REPORT ON THE BRING SKILLIE 
HOME PROJECT 

 
The borders are still closed and the big rains 
have arrived in Angola. 

This means that the project will be 
delayed until April/May 2022. 

We have satisfied all the requirements to 
conduct the exhumation in Angola, although 
occasionally we get a strange request as we 
did last week to urgently supply details of 
Skillieôs mother and father. 

This was not as easy as it sounds and 
Rachel Human pulled out all the stops going 
as far as finding the grave of Skillieôs father, 
who was incidentally born in the 1800ôs. 

Some sad news came from Rachel this 
week. Skillieôs sister, from whom we took the 
DNA sample passed away. Luckily the sample 
has been analysed and documented. 

An Australian media company recorded 
an interview with me on the Skillie Project that 
has enjoyed more than 21 000 views 
worldwide and this has generated much 
interest and potential donors if we should need 
more money. 

I also recorded an interview with a Swiss 
based media group that specialises in Bush 
War stories. It is run by an ex SA Policeman 
living in Switzerland and has a surprising 
amount of registered viewers. 

This should go on air soon. 
To sum up. it is hurry up and wait as 

usual, but we are not letting the waiting period 
go to waste. 

Regards, 
Mike McWilliams 

 

02/12/2021 
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KZN CANOPY REPORT 
 

KZN Canopy has very little to report other 
than: 

The Wayside Cross in Pinetown was in a 
poor, rundown state. 

Francois Marais took it upon himself and 
at his own cost to clean it up, attached is a 
photo of how it looked after Francois had 
finished his work in preparation for the 
Remembrance Service that was held at the 
site on Sunday 7th November 2021. The 
Chains are not evident as these are only put 
up immediately prior to the Service and 
removed immediately thereafter. 

Haydn Bam successfully achieved his 
100th Skydive milestone this month at the 
Eston airfield, see photos attached. 

We are having our end of year Spit-braai 
on Saturday 11th December, at the MOTH 
Highway Shellhole (the home of our KZN 
Canopy). 

On behalf of our KZN Canopy we wish all 
PVO members, their wives, and families a 
very Happy Christmas and a safe New Year. 

Many thanks. 
Kind regards, 
M.  06/12/2021 

 

Haydn Bam completing 100 Freefall jumps, landing in his 
birthday suit as is the tradition.  

Wayside Cross, Pinetown.  
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Hugh Raw [course 1963] of KZN PVO is a Dusi 
canoe marathon legend.  This year in March he 
became the oldest person at age 80 to ever finish the 
grueling three-day Pietermaritzburg to Durban Dusi 
Canoe Marathon.  He is also part of a hardy bunch of 
Dusi paddlers who take part annually in the wooden 
and canvas Dusi canoe marathon.  They make their 
own wooden canvas canoes and head off on a four-
day paddling adventure.  

Hugh, who turned 81 in November, took part in 
his 13th Wood and Canvas Dusi that took place over 4 
days, from the 2nd to 5th December. Joining him was 
Steve Camp, also of the KZN PVO. Steve is a 
veteran Dusi paddler, with 17 Dusi`s under his belt.  
Steve took part in the wood and canvass event for the 
first time this year.  

It was a humbling experience, said Steve.  ñWe 
felled a tree in a forest near to Pietermaritzburg and 
over a few weekends planked the tree.  After letting 
the wood cure, we set about making a wooden canoe 
frame, exactly as it was done by Dr Ian Player who 
pioneered the Dusi in 1951. 
ñNext was wrapping it with canvas and putting 

wooden runners on the underside for protection 
against the rocks.  It wasn`t easy paddling compared 
to the fiberglass canoes we use, but it was great fun 
and was a rewarding canoeing adventure, spending 
four days on the river with like-minded friends.  
ñHugh is an inspiration to all of us,ò said Steve.  

 

KZN PVO MEMBERS TACKLE THE DUSI IN 
ORIGINAL WOOD AND CANVASS CANOES 
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RECCE RANGER KURSUSSE  

 INLEIDING 
1.  Daar bestaan ón behoefte by ouers, individue en selfs werkgewers om skoolverlaters ón 

vormingsgeleentheid te gee. 

2. Ons fokus is nie huidig op ón voljaar - ondervinding nie maar eerder kort lewensveranderende 
geleenthede.  

3. Ons reageer graag op talle navrae wat deurlopend deur die publiek ontvang word. 

DOEL  
4.  Om ón vormingskursus aan te bied vir skoolverlaters, asook naskool jong volwassenes met 
ouderdom tussen 18 en 25 as riglyn. 

WAAR EN HOE 
5. Recce Ranger geleenthede geskied in geselekteerde natuurreservate in Suid Afrika asook 
Namibia om die volgende ervarings te beleef: 

Á  Leierskap: Persoonlik, span en professioneel. 

Á  Boskuns. 

Á  Spoorsny. 

Á Navigasie: Kaart en Kompas, GPS, Son, Sterre en  Natuur. 

Á  Oorlewing. 

Á  Algemene fiksheid en welsyn (verskillende dissiplines)  

Á  Pak en dra van uitrusting. 

Á  Sekuriteit- en omgewingsbewustheid vir die familie. 

Á  ñCounter Poachingò tegnieke wat gebruik word om renosters te beveilig. 

Á  Ken die vyand. 

ALGEMEEN 
6. Die kursus word beplan  vir ón 14 dae kamperingsperiode in die veld. Neem kennis daar word 
reeds ón Pa en seun/dogter Junior Ranger Bos ervaring aangebied oor die langnaweek 18 tot 21 
Maart 2022 by Matamba Bushcamp naby Vaalwater. 
 
7. Die kursus word bemark en aangebied deur ex Spes Magte Operateurs ï Callie Roos en 
Koos Moorcroft. 
 
8. 4 x 4 Selfbestuur ekspedisies na Angola en Namibia is reeds beplan vir 2022, meer info is 
ook beskikbaar. 
 
9. Vir verdere inligting kontak Callie of Koos op die volgende kontak details. 
 
Callie Roos  
0823722790 
experience@callieroos.com 
Koos Moorcroft 
0825792796 
Koos.moorcroft555@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 

 

  

mailto:experience@callieroos.com
mailto:Koos.moorcroft555@gmail.com
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MÁRIO VIDAL 

Mário Vidal, before joining South African Special Forces, 6 
Recce, in 1980, served with the SAS and RLI in Rhodesia, the 
Spanish Army, Portuguese Commandos (or Paras) in Africa, the 
French Foreign Lewion (2 REP) and with the Spanish Foreign 
Legion in the Western Sahara.  

In this photo he is wearing South African & French Parabat 
wings, the Rhodesian General Service Medal, Cruz del Mérito 
Militar and the Sahara Cross from Spain. 

Mário was deployed all over Africa, didn't speak much 
about personal experiences, but was a focused unassuming 
Operator in the words of a former colleague. 

After SA, he travelled to Latin America (El Salvador) to fight 
another war.  

He was injured in combat while attacking a terrorist camp in 
Zambia during Operation Tepid.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FROM ALL OVER 

THE PORTUGUESE CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
DEFENCE OF AFRICA 

TCoronel Paraq Arlindo Mendes 
For his military course, he deserves to be mentioned TCor 
Arlindo Godinho Mendes 

Sergeant mechanic, from the Navy offers to the 
Parachutists, attending the pioneering course of Alcantarilha in 
Spain. 

Great athlete swimming and jumping into the water at 
Algés e Dafundo, noted in paratroopers competing in national 
and international trials (CISM), in particular in the style. 

He also collaborates at the beginning of the BCP war 
dogs, adapting his expertise of mechanic and artifix, to 
placement devices that would allow dogs to start jumping. 

He was a charismatic figure in the Parachute, I quote 
Chaplain Pine: "... curious facet of his personality was not to 
hit anyone when he was angry, despite the much strength he 
had; but he always beat anything that was next to it, if it was 
one car the plates were work for a few days...". 

Passed away in 1986 counting 58 years 
(Text by Sérgio Silva) 23/09/2021 Face Book 
 

 
Lieutenant Jeannette Guyot was a French 
Resistance operative who went on to become 
one of WWIIôs most decorated women.  

As a volunteer she was trained in St. Albans 
by the Secret Intelligence Service and Office of 
Strategic Services officers who would go on to 
be a part of Operation Sussex. In 1944 she got 
her parachute wings. Her first mission was 
"Pathfinder" and as part of Operation Calanque, 
with three other French officers, she was 
parachuted into Europe and helped find many 
dropping zones and about a hundred safe 
houses for Operation Sussex agents. 

After France was freed from occupation, 
Guyot continues to work for the French 
Intelligence Service. Jeannette passed away on 
10 April 2016. 
 

WWIIôS MOST DECORATED WOMEN 
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REG CURTIS 

Reg Curtis, No. 2 Commando, 11th SAS, 1st 
Parachute Battalion, fought through France 
and Belgium to Dunkirk as a Grenadier 
Guardsman before volunteering in 1940 to 
join No 2 Commando and become one of 
Britainôs first paratroopers. He took part in 
experimental parachute training as a 
member of the 11th SAS Battalion, later to 
become the 1st Parachute Battalion, the 
founding battalion of The Parachute 
Regiment. In 1942/3 he fought with 1st Para 
as part of the 1st Parachute Brigade in 
Tunisia, where they earned the name óRed 
Devilsô from the enemy. He was part of the 
group who held the Primosole Bridge in 
Sicily in 1943. He was badly wounded trying 
to reach the Arnhem Bridge during the Battle 
of Arnhem in 1944 and after the battle had 
his right leg amputated. He was one of the 
few members of the original 1st Parachute 
Battalion to survive the war and when he 
passed away in 2016 was the last man 
standing from the small group who remained 
close-knit for the rest of their lives and called 
themselves No. 2 Commando, 11th SAS, 
1st Parachute Battalion. 

 

John Malcolm Thorpe Fleming Churchill, DSO & Bar, 
MC & Bar born in 1906, was a British Army officer who 
fought in WWII  with a longbow, bagpipes, and a 
Scottish broadsword. Nicknamed "Fighting Jack 
Churchill" and "Mad Jack", he was known for the motto: 
"Any officer who goes into action without his sword is 
improperly dressed." 

 

Photos: Corporal Reg Curtis, 11th SAS Battalion, Norwich 
1941, by War Office photographer Lieutenant L. A. Puttnam; 
Arnhem Veteran Reg Curtis, 1st Parachute Battalion, 
Oosterbeek 2014, by Corporal 1st Class Ilya de Milde, Royal 
Dutch Air Force. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/veteransfoundation/photos/a.1200798683281243/4957187347642339/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUdXDCY_C-lpIqYvKvdrlxxDOqrDeSOVHIg2FljsWZTcwIHVFghrVFqAqMjfAMIQj35noBUbk84e0dEu05lm9QL2LkZr7nSvmaBJG9omDyt54zk_eZSLxthNYSId8VJStCvki8Mzg7nFpOQJwMB071Bqru9ErInZadOAAxmMPTwR4XPP6kQCrz6od3sphm_eWew46pBgHUabQ2K8U99P6Ln0WRg_CI9oldN6_p_kNEoPQ&__tn__=EH-R
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First jump of 2/Lt Nurse Parabat Maria Bernardo Vasconcelos' in Mozambique (Photos courtesy of her daughter.) 

 50 Jaar gelede / 2 November 1971 
Die Burger koerant 

Dienspligtiges baklei, tien beseer: 
Altesame tien dienspligtiges in 
Bloemfontein, nege van die 
Opleidingsregiment 1 SDB en een 
van die Eerste Valskermbataljon, is 
Saterdagoggend vroeg in die 
Militêre Hospitaal opgeneem nadat 
dienspligtiges van die Valskerm-
bataljon ón aanval op die opleidings-
bataljon onderneem het. 

 

Below: Dave Michigan with Ed Manley, 
101st Airborn, D-Day, 100 years old, 
Southeast Florida on Saturday 26/11/2021. 
Dave and a few of our Canopy jumped 

together at Normandy.  
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Ek staan voor ón spruit op die plaas, een waarin 
ek gewoonlik swem met ón lekker hoe wal vir as 
ek wil spring. Dan kyk ek af na die water wat niks 
meer as drie meter is nie en tog raak ek angstig 
al het ek dit al honderd maal gedoen. Wat wag vir 
my in die onbekende wat wag om my skade aan 
te doen? 

Ek is simpel want ek dan die plek waar ek 
elke keer kom staan, ek meet die hoogte skat 
skat. Ek weet wat om te doen ek ken die manier 
om my lyf voor te berei vir  die val op die palm 
van my hand en dan laat ek gaan... 

Met my oë toe kom die slag net nooit en ek 
hoor in die verte ón paar skote klap, maar ek is 
nou in die lug en ek bid vir die beste uitkoms. Die 
winde het ek vooraf goed bepaal en dan skop die 
adrinalien en die valskerm begin my soos ón 
meester beheer, soos elke ander keer is ek opad 
na waar my planne lê en waar ek die vyand laat 
les op se. Die opleiding laat my besef hoe nodig 
ek dit nou het. Ek moet my hele lyf posisioneer in 
die manier wat hulle my moes leer, om reg te 
land met my lewe in my eie hand. Hier in die 
vreemde Afrika lug voel ek vry soos ón voel, net ón 
oomblik van stilte en dan klop die dood aan my 
voordeur. Laat ek hom in of veg ek teen sy stryd 
om dit oop te skuif en my oorrompel? Nee ek veg 
met alles in my om oor hom neer te sak en hom 
vas te pen teen die groen grasperk voor my 
uitgelê. 

Die enigste verskil hier is dit is nie groen nie 
en alles behalwe ón grasperk, ek moet die dood 
wat aan my wil vreet aanvat tussen haak en 
steek bosse waar die sand op die grond so warm 
is dat dit my handpalms skroei. Ek moet terug 
baklei teen hom wat my wil weg raap uit 
menswees, teen hom wat my toekoms wil op 
slurp soos ón lee melkskommel. 

As ek spring is dit asof daar vrede oor my 
kom en ek net die aantrekking van die kontinent 
Afrika vrylik ervaar en ón paar sekondes het om 
die belangrike besluite te neem. Ek bepaal min of 
meer my rigting en versigtig my landings-kol. 

Om ón soldaat te wees van so vroeg soos 17 
jaar oud is nie kinderspeletjies nie, en om uit ón 
werkende vliegtuig te spring in die vyands se turf 
nog minder. Maar hier het ons vinnig kom manne 
word en ook vinnig geleer om oor die vrees te 
kom veral waneer ons spring, dit is waarvoor ons 
opgelei was en ons weet wat ons doen, hier is 
ons die baas! 

Ek was maar net 19 jaar oud maar ek het die 
wêreld onder my voete gehad, in die lug gehang 
soos ón swaard oor die vyand se kop en behoede 
hom as ek voor hom land. Ek was soos ón bom 
wat wag om kontak te maak met die grond, want 
verwoesig sal ek saai. 

Ek is alles wat hulle moet vrees as my voete 
die grond raak en ek onder daardie sampioen uit 
styg gaan hulle spyt wees hulle het my tee 
gekom. 

Ek sweef nie net deur die lug nie maar ook al 
die fases van my lewe in ón oogwink en ek weet 
ek is waar ek hoort ek is hier waar ek wil wees, 
ek is vinnig opad na my eindbeslissing toe. Ek is 
opad om oorlog te maak en tot my voordeel te 
strek want soos donkerte sal ek op hulle neer 
daal. 

En dan hou ek my asem op en ek tref die 
water goed verwagd. Ek doen alles wat ek geleer 
het as ón klein dogtertjie ek buig my kniee op die 
boden om die impak ligter te maak en ek reik na 
bo vir die suurstof waarna ek smag. Ek is vry 
soos ón vis in die water en ek het dit gedoen, ek 
sal die genot van my oorwinde angs koester en 
geniet want ek is waar ek wil wees en ek sal die 
meeste daarvan maak. Dit is ook in die oomblik 
wat ek op die water dryf en na die Hemele kyk 
dat ek besef die eer, erkenning en waardeering 
wat elke valskermsoldaat verdien nie nie ernstig 
genoeg opgeneem word nie. Ek betoon my 
respek aan elke man wat homself ón vlieënde 
teiken gemaak het.                    Elizma Grobler 
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Maj P.E. Kruger SAAF              Lt J.G. Parkin 1 PB        F/Sgt S. Hoebel SAAF              Rfn A.S. de Lange 1 PB 

Rfn L.B. Southey 1 PB Rfn C.N. McNamara 1 PB 

Rfn B. Mare 1 PB Rfn B.J. Gibson 1 PB 

18/10/1979. Two SAAF and six Parabats were awarded the 
Honoris Crux for their actions. The Parabats was park of a 
search-and rescue mission to locate and extract an Impala 
pilot, Major Aubrey Bell whose aircraft had been struck by 
enemy anti-aircraft fire and crashed near the Angolan town 
of Omapanda after the pilot had ejected safely.  The Puma 
crew, consisting of the pilot, Major Paul ñPollaò Kruger, the 
co-pilot, Lieutenant Nick Lithgrow and the flight-engineer, 
Flight Sergeant ñZiggieò Hoebel, was accompanied by the 
stick of Parabats, who would secure the Landing Zone for 
the hot extraction in enemy territory. A second Puma, 
piloted by Major Hugh Paine and his crew accompanied 
them as well. 

After the stricken pilot had been located near his 
parachute only a mere 200 metre from enemy trench lines, 
and while two accompanying Impalas were suppressing 
enemy fire coming from the trenches, the two Pumas came 
in from the south, and Major Kruger, despite the severe 
ground fire, dropped off the Parabats to secure a LZ, while 
Major Paine attempted to draw away some of the enemy 
fire. The injured pilot was quickly located and the Parabats 
called for pickup, Major Kruger landed the Puma, picked up 
the injured pilot and the Parabats, and lifted off, again 
coming under intense ground fire. 

This time, however, the helicopter was struck by a 
long burst of tracer, with two shots coming through the 
cockpit, grazing Major Krugerôs neck and knocking out his 
intercom. One of the Parabats, Riflemen Brain Gibson, was 
also wounded in the hip and arm. Despite 22 holes in the 
fuselage and a streaming fuel leak, Major Kruger flew the 
Puma back to AFB Ondangwa after making a detour to first 
drop of the two casualties at the medical facility at 
Oshakati. Major P.E. Kruger, Flight Sergeant S. Hoebel and 
the six Parabats were awarded the Honoris Crux for their 
actions during this Search-and-Rescue mission. They were: 
Second Lieutenant J.G. Parkin; Riflemenôs A.S. de Lange; 
L.B. Southey; C.N. McNamara; B.J. Gibson and B. Mare. 
 
 

Lieutenant Jacobus Cornelius (Connie) van Wyk was awarded the 
Honoris Crux for his actions on 18/10/1975 during operation 
Savannah (As well as other subsequent actions.) during Task 
Force Zuluôs advance from Artur de Paiva to Evale on 18/10/1975, 
Connieôs Land Rover, which had been in the lead, was hit by an 
enemy antitank missile which, fortunately, did not explode on 
impact. A small fire fight broke out and the advance could only be 
resumed after the MPLA soldiers that survived the fire fight, had 
fled the scene.  

Five kilometres further another ambush was encountered 
and airburst resulting from more antitank missiles served to 
demoralize the accompanying infantry. Because enemy 
resistance at this second ambush site was more determined, the 
skirmish lasted for some three-and-a-half hours until the mortar 
team of Connie went into action, but they could not prevent his 
Land Rover from being cut off by the enemy. This led to some 
desperate fighting after which the enemy fled, leaving three dead 
behind. Memeber of 1 RC.  
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ñVanaand baie jare gelede styg sowat 85 Recces 
van 1, 2 en 5 Recce op vanaf Mpacha vliegveld in 
twee C130/60 vliegtuie oppad na Eheke vir die 
basisaanval. Dit gebeur op aand 27 Okt 1977. 
Min weet hierdie manne wat vir hulle voorlê. Teen 
middag 28 Okt 1977 sal van hulle die hoogste 
prys betaal het en party stukkend geskiet wees.  

Soos Charl Naude in die onderhoud tydens 
die skryf van 1 Recce: Die nag behoort aan ons 
gese het: ñOp pad na die teiken in die vliegtuig 
kyk ek so na die manne met hulle swart 
gesmeerde gesigte en weet party van hulle gaan 
dalk nie more meer lewe nie.ò  

Die spanning loop hoog in die twee vliegtuie 
en die adrenalien het ingeskop. In die vliegtuig 
waar ek die no 1 Springer stuurboord kant is 
staan ek in die ñaction station positionò en voor ek 
in die deur staan kyk ek vlugtig terug na die 
manne agter my in die string met hulle 
swaargelaaide kit en masjiengewere. In die 
dowwe rooi lig sien ek net wit oe in die 
swartgesmeerde gesigte. Die manne lyk woes en 
ek is bly ek is nie die vyand wat hierdie lot moet 
trotseer nie.  

Skielik swenk die vliegtuig skerp en 
onverwags en ek val amper uit as dit nie vir Pep 
van Zyl, die no 1 afstuurder se stewige greep aan 
my harnas was nie. Dan gaan die rooilig aan en 
ñStand in the doorò skreeu Pep van Zyl. Sonder 
om te huiwer staan ek in die deur en dan sien ek 
die groen lig en Pep skreeu ñgo, 2,3,4.... Een na 
die ander spring hierdie onverskrokke operateurs 
uit na wie weet watter hel op ons wag. In die 
maanlig groepeer ons vinnig by Maj Hennie 
Blaauw die aanvalsmag bevelvoerder. Wat die 
volgende 24 uur gebeur is ón riller en net die wat 
daar was sal verstaan. Ons begin stap in die 
rigting van die Eheke Swapo Basis met Dawid 
Fourie wat navigeer.  
Ons stap verder en ón Telstar maak sy 

verskyning. Die pilot vlieg te ver en kan ons nie 
plot nie. Intussen hoor ons ón bestoking by Eheke 
2 waar 32 Bn is. Die vyand bestook hulle. Hennie 
vat onmiddelik ón peiling en maak ón regstelling en 
ons stap verder. Sonder dat ons dit weet beweeg 
ons eintelik ver om die basis. 
Laatmiddag is daar weer ón Telstar in die lug. 

Die keer is lt Connie van Wyk (operateur) in die 
Telstar. Connie plot ons onmiddelik. 

Ons is sowat 2 km wes van die basis. Vir die 
eerste keer weet ons waar ons is. 
Ons beweeg nader en gaan af in ón 

gevegsformasie. Ons moes die basis teen 
eerstelig aangeval het en dis nou ongeveer 
15:30. Die manne is baie dors en water is skaars 
of klaar. Hennie kry al die spanleiers byeen en 
ons sit in ón kring om hom. 

Hy vra, val ons aan of wag ons vir laastelig 
en beweeg dan stadig om die basis na die 
oostekant en val die volgende oggend eerstelig 
aan soos beplan. Een vir een vra hy wat ons 
dink. Dan antwoord AO2 Frans van Zyl: ñKom 
ons val aan en kry klaar.ò Min wetend dat hy 
binnekort gaan sterf in aksie. Hennie sê hy sal 
daardie kyk in Frans se blou-grys oë nooit 
vergeet nie. 
Intussen haal Flip Marx ón klein plastiek 

bottel met Rum uit sy kit en drink hy en sy broer 
Wentzel saam ón slukkie Rum. Min weet hulle dit 
is hulle laaste drankie saam as broers. Enkele 
minute later sterf Wentzel in aksie. 

Terwyl ons so om Hennie en Charl sit sien 
ek hoe Hennie diep dink want hy moet ón 
beslissing maak. Die Tak HK het ón kort rukkie 
tevore ón versoek van Hennie om die volgende 
oggend aan te val af gekeurô julle val nou aan kry 
Hennie die boodskap.ô Hulle noem dit óthe 
loneliness of the commanderô want net Hennie en 
hy alleen kan die beslissing maak. 

Hennie kyk ons so dan sê hy: ñOns val nou 
aan.ò Stadig staan ons op en beweeg na ons 
spanne in die aanvalsformasie. Die 60 mm 
mortier bomme word nou by die mortiergroep 
onder leiding van lt Gert Keulder gelos en hulle 
maak gereed en stel al die neusbuise op vuur.  
Hennie gee die bevel en ons staan op en beweeg 
in ón uitgestrekte linie in die rigting van die basis. 
Ek kyk links en regs van my en sien hoe die 
manne vorentoe beweeg met masjiengewere in 
die heup met vingers op die snellers. Die 
adrenalien pomp oortyd en die manne is 
vasberade en lyk woes. 

Dan sien ons die basis voor ons en die 
SWAPOôs in hulle loopgrawe wat vir ons wag. Ek 
se vir myself vandag sterf ons almal. Stadig 
beweeg ons nader in uitgestrekte linie en dan 
bars alle hel los.....en ek bedoel hel. 

Tyd ongeveer 16:00 
Die hel bars los. Blare en takke val op ons 

soos wat SWAPO skiet. Ons gaan af en 
antwoord die vuur. Dis woes en ón helse lawaai 
agv die masjiengeweervuur en mortiere wat 
ontplof. Dan maak SWAPO oop met ón 14,5 mm 
in ón grondrol. Dawid Fourie en Corrie Meerholtz 
se spanne aan die linkerkant loop deur en die 
14,5 mm kanon maai onder hulle. Dis ón hewige 
vuurgeveg. Charl sien hoe ón mortierbom langs 
Hennie Blaauw en Boats Botes ontplof. Die twee 
is toe onder die stof en Charl dink hulle is dood 
maar dan kom hulle uit die stof te voorskyn. Aan 
die regterkant van die aanvalsformasie sien AO2 
Kenaas Conradie ook die 14,5 mm wat chaos 
veroorsaak en skreeu hy vir kpl Joe de Villiers die 
RPG7 gunner: òSkiet daai donnerse ding.ò 
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Joe laat waai en tref die 14,5 mm dat jy net 
springs en bodies sien trek. Dan skreeu Kpl 
Fonette van 5 Recce: ñSWAPO se moer,ò hy 
vlieg op en beweeg aggresief vorentoe. Almal 
begin skreeu SWAPO se moer en ons veg 
vorentoe. Sers Louis Kloppers is links en hy het 
nog nooit so ón vuurgeveg beleef nie. Ook hy 
dink vandag sterf ons almal. Die kontak gaan 
net aan en aan... 
Skielik sien Charl dat SWAPO ón 82 mm 

mortier in die shona so 400 meter weg opstel 
om ons te bestook. Charl skreeu vir Joe de 
Villiers skiet daai fokken mortier. Joe mik en 
vuur. Hy tref die mortierspan en weereens sien 
jy net mortierpyp en bodies trek. Dis die einde 
van die mortier. Ons eie mortiere val orals en 
die basis bewe. Daar moes baie SWAPOs 
gesterf het. 

Nog steeds is die geveg hewig en dis veral 
1 en 2 Recce se spanne aan die linkerkant wat 
onder hewige vuur is. Die Recce gewondes en 
geseuweldes le orals maar so ook SWAPO. 
Dan besluit Hennie Blaauw dat 5 Recce moet 
ombeweeg en ón vlankaanval doen voor 1 en 2 
Recce. Charl, Dave Tippett en Frans van Dyk 
beweeg onmiddelik met hulle spanne en begin 
met ón flankaanval terwyl 1 en 2 Recce verwoed 
skiet en vuursteun gee. Hennie het die regte 
besluit op die regte tyd geneem en 5 Recce val 
verwoed aan. Hierdie flankaanval red die dag. 

Manne soos Gert Eksteun, Jack, Jakes 
Jacobs, Flip, Fritz, Piet Linden en baie ander 
kan bevestig hoe hewig was die geveg. 

Sowat 10 km verder kyk Kmdt Eddie 
Viljoen van 32 Bn op sy horlosie toe die geveg 
uitbreek. Na die geveg se hy vir Frans en die 
ander wat by hom staan dat die geveg 32 min 
geduur het sonder ophou. Eddie en sy 32 Bn 
troepe (2/3 kompanies) beweeg so vinnig as 
moontlik in ons rigting om te kom help. Later die 
middag en kort na die geveg kom hulle daar 
aan. 

Skielik is dit oorverdowend stil en begin ons 
om ons gewondes en gesneuweldes bymekaar 
te maak. Dis toe dat Flip sien sy broer is 
doodgeskiet. 
Ons berei ón LZ voor vir die twee Pumas 

wat die verliese kom haal. Ons laai gewondes 
en dooies sommer so deurmekaar in die 
choppers want ons is bang vir ón teenaanval. 
Die een Puma sirkel toevallig oor die basis en 
die pilot se vir Hennie en Charl op die VHF 
Radio julle moet hier wegkom daar is honderde 
in die loopgrawe. 

Die bloed loop by die Pumas se deure uit 
en terwyl die een Chopper opstyg gooi die pilot 
ón lemoen na Charl. Charl deel dit met soveel as 
moontlik manne. 

 

Met al die verliese uitgevlieg begin die Recces 
en 32 Bn terugstap na die grens. Ons is hondmoeg 
en meeste manne het geen ammu oor nie. Alles 
uitgeskiet en party manne se hande is gebrand van 
warm masjiengeweer lope. 

Ons kruis hondmoeg en met dik geswelde lippe 
van dors die grens vroegoggend en word 
teruggevlieg na Mpacha en vandaar na Fort 
Doppies. 

Daai aand drink ons op ons gesneuwelde 
makkers ón dop by Freedom Square en braai buffel 
steaks. 
Eheke was ón woes en groot geveg en die 

Recces het groot geeste verloor met jare se 
ervaring. Die volgende manne betaal die hoogste 
prys: 
Lt Les Greyling  2 Vk 
AO2 Frans van Zyl  1 VK 
Sers Wentzel Marx  1 VK 
Sers Vingers Kruger  1 VK 
Sers Neville Clack  2 VK 
Kpl Antonie Badenhorst 1 VK 
O/kpl Garry Walker  1 VK 
    Totaal 7 
 
Gewond in aksie: 
Lt Corrie Meerholtz  1VK 
Sers Gert Eksteen  1VK 
Kpl Callie Greyling  1 VK 
Kpl Bones Boonzaier  1 VK 
Kpl Fritz Bosch  1 VK 
Kpl Piet Linden  1 VK (dalk 2 Vk) 
O/kpl Jakes Jacobs  1 VK 
Sers Wynand Kruger is per ongeluk gewond terwyl 
hy valskerms aangepas het in Mpacha - 1 VK 
    Totaal 8 
 
Vir hulle dapper optrede tydens Eheke word die 
HC Dekorasie aan die volgende lede uitgereik: 
Lt Corrie Meerholtz  1 VK - HCS 
Lt Les Greyling  2 VK HC Postuum 
Sers Marius Viljoen  1 VK - HC 
Kpl Callie Greyling  1 VK - HC 

    Totaal 4 

Geskryf deur Frans van Dyk 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors note: This was taken from WhatsApp group 
Big Five team on the 30/10/2021. 
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Die kontak het begin en een van die grootste een 
dag kontakte in die SAW se geskiedenis was aan 
die gang. Operasie Firewood het gebeur het op 
31 Oktober 1987 is aan die gang. 

Die aanvalsmag met meer as 150 Caspirs en 
Buffels val die SWAPO basis net Noord van 
Indungo aan. Ons is 300 km binne in Angola met 
geen Artilarie steun behalwe ón klompe 81mm 
Ratels. Die geveg het laat begin agv opmars 
probleme en word afgeskop met ón groot Airstrike 
met Mirages. Die gevegte was oor n groot terrein 
met menige losstaande kontakte wat afsonderlik 
plaasgevind het van die aanval op die hoofbasis.  

Ons verloor 15 man op die dag en het meer 
as 60 gewonde manne wat afgevoer moet word. 

Dit was die grootste kontak verliese in die 
geskiedenis van die SAW. 

Geveg duur die hele dag tot donker toe ons 
afbreek en onttrek. 101 Bn het geweldig baie 
karre wat deur RPG vuur uitgeskiet is en wat 
herstel moet word. Nuwe engins en ratkasse 
word deur die span tiffies opgesit en bitter baie 
bande word herstel. Tot 24:00 gaan die herstel 
aan terwyl hulle vuurplanne op ons skiet met 
mortiere. 

Daar is baie stories oor Firewood maar die 
korrekte ene is dat daar geen ANC 
teenwoordigheid was in enige formaat nie, ook 
nie tenks nie. Daar is wel 15 man oorlede 
alhoewel ons net 13 terrug gebring het. 2 oorlede 
drywers het agter gebly op die kontaktoneel. 1 in 
die uitgebrande Caspir van 2 Lt Botes en 1 in die 
Casspir van Kpl Stander. Die betrokke Caspir en 
ón Buffel van 1 Valskerm het ons in die 
kontakarea gelos en was nie Recover nie. 

(Onbekend) 

Radies Rademeyer 
Today I mourn the death of my brother Capt 
Klasie Rademeyer who paid the highest price 
during Op Firewood on 31 October 1987. We as 
a family will always miss you Klasie. I pay my 
highest respect to those who fell with him: 
Capt Andries Hercules Du Bruyn Rademeyer. He 
was 27. 101 Bn. 
2/Lt Deon Botes. 101 Bn. He was 20. 
2/Lt Dylan Chevalier Cobbalt. 5 RR. He was 20. 
Cpl Nico Smith Olivier. 1 PB. He was 19. 
L/Cpl Raymond Mark Light. 1 PB. He was 21. 
Rfn W. Abraham 101 Bn. 
Rfn P. Epafu 101 Bn. 
Rfn V. Petrus 101 Bn. 
Rfn T. Sheepo 101 Bn. 
Rfn M. Uusshona 101 Bn. 
Rfn Hughes Norbert De Rose. 1 PB. He was 21. 
Rifleman Wayne Valentine Ewels. 1 PB. He was 
21. 
Rfn Dirk Willem van Rooyen. 1 PB. He was 20. 
Rfn Jean Marc Schuurman. 1 PB. Critically 
wounded and evacuated to the RSA, he died 
from his wounds on 01/11/1987 while the aircraft 
was still flying over Botswana. He was 20.  
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SNIPPERS OUT OF SPECIAL FORCES  

ôCOMPASS ROSEõ NEWSLETTERS 2002/3 

Guess who? Answer pg 68. 
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Guess who? Answer pg 68. 
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Rhodesians kitting up for deployment. 

Col At Schoeman served in the Ciskei Defence Force. / Below: Tiko car. 
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Theuns Jordaan met sy Ma Maryna en Pa Kmdt (Oom Willie) Jordaan. / Theuns saam met sy troepe. / Pa se laaste 
eerbetoon. 26/11/2021. Onthou Theuns was nie ón Bat nie, maar steeds ón SAW veteran. RIV Kapt. 

Willoughby Brits receiving his wings. / He and wife Annelize with Riskie and Genl Viljoen and Ronnie Claassen. / Col 
Jan Breytenbach. / Below: Ysterman van Niekerk. / Harry Finley and Ronnie Claassen. / The new PVO president.  

ñéen soos Dok Craven oor spellers ges° het, daarôs niks om windgat 
oor te wees nie, want daar was goeie spelers voor jou en daar sal beter 
spelers na jou wees!!ò 


