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WOORD VAN DIE PVO PRESIDENT
WORD FROM THE PVO PRESIDENT

The Bat Chat is the official newsletter of the Pretoria Canopy, but also
carries the interest of all Parabats worldwide.

In this issue we have a few items on our SA Special Forces. During
November 2021 on Sunday 12th many Poppy day memorials was held in
South Africa and abroad, and at each of these parabats were present. We
thank every bat that presented us at such events!

The PVO issued St Michael's certificates to three members of the
Pretoria Canopy and we are all very proud of them. We honour Chris Pohl
and Paul J. Els and would like to thank Mike McWilliams, previous
president of the PVO for his dedicated service.

Die Parabatveteraneorganisasie het van sy ontstaan af
valskermmakkers in nood bygestaan. Hulle is gehelp met veral kontant,
maar ook met goedere en dienste. Hiermee sal ons aanhou. Opregte
dankie vir almal se ledegelde en donasies. Tot dusver het die PVO in
totaal reeds meer as R500 000 vir sy makkers bygedra. Ons staan ook
makkers by om voordele te kry soos medies en begrafnisdienste 7 deur
aan te sluit by die Departement van Militére Veterane. With reference to
our vision and mission statement: We would like to unite with all veteran
organisations!

Die PVO was vanjaar ook bevoorreg om regoor die land ons makkers
te organiseer om strukture te vestig om veiligheid in hulle gemeenskappe
te verseker i gelei deur ysters soos Roland de Vries en Koos Moorcroft!

Ten slotte wens ek aan elkeen 'n geseénde Jesusfees, Kersfees en
2022 toe!

En ons stuur besondere Kerswense aan Oom Ronnie Claassen, ons
PVO-beskermheer, en sy gade.

Vriendelike parabatgroete! Elke man tel!

Willoughby Brits PVO: President

INDEMNITY
We know readers will smile about certain strange events they read or see in
this newsletter. We also know readers will not hold the editorial board
responsible for every statement! This newsletter is filled with very different
personal opinions of military veterans who write mainly just on their own
behalf. So, they say what they like.

VRYWARING
Ons weet lesers sal glimlag oor sekere vreemde gebeure wat hulle in hierdie
nuusbrief lees en sien. Ons weet ook lesers sal die redaksie nie vir elke
uitspraak verantwoordelik hou nie! Hierdie nuusbrief is propvol uiteenlopende
persoonlike menings van militére veterane wat veral net namens hulleself
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The PVO website

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the
information you need on the organisation. Please
visit it regularly. Any paratrooper who needs to
know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be
helped from this website. New members are
welcome and existing members who are unsure
of any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries
there.

PVO APP

Go onto the Android or Apple store, search for
Parabat Veterans Organisation and download the
PVO app on your mobile device. Paid-up PVO
members have access to premium information
and additional benefits.

PERETORIA
W

#Neem asseblief kennis dat die finansiéle
state beskikbaar is vir enige opbetaalde lede
vir besigtiging en vrae. Ons het strukture en
ouditeure in plek om verantwoording te doen
vir elke sent wat ge-in of spandeer word.

THE PVO  ENABLEMENT
FUND

Essentially, the wellbeing of all Parabats
and their families is our primary concern.
Many of us are reaching the age where
retirement and redundancy become threats
to our continued welfare. Some of us have
been suffering from the strain of wounds
and disabilities sustained during our years
as soldiers as well as suffered after our
military service ended. Others have been
made redundant by retrenchments or
affirmative action.
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PVO APP
MEMBER BENEFITS

Emergency/Panic button - Get Paratroopers in
your vicinity to assist when you have an
emergency.

Access to the Parabat Heritage Channel -
News, Videos, sound clips, pictures and much
more. An ever-growing repository with old and
new media recordings
APVO Projects - Status, news and updates
AAccess to Employment opportunities
APVO Enablement Fund
Die PVO beleid is om alle Parabats in te sluit.

fELKE MAN TEL! o

Ons is almal deel van 'n uitsonderlike groep
fivol un-twihethesguts to step out of the
aircraft door".

Alle Paratroopers word aangemoedig om die
APP af te laai en benut.

Vir enige tegniese probleme kontak -
Chris.Pohl@parabat.org.za

NEW BOOKS AND MAGAZINES
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g Mnr. Johan Mostert

Gesetnde Kersfees - Merry Christmas
Vol 12 - No 12 - Desember 2021

Above: heymanshb@gmail.com / Google NONGQAI
Below right: Order from Minettedejagerl@gmail.com

Ten Yeors in South Africon
SPECIAL FORCES

Sierra
Whiskey

ONTSTAAN VAN VRYVAL BY
1 VALSKERMBATALJON
& IN DIE SAW

The 2019, 2020 & 1-3/2021
Batchats is available from The book We fear
Pretoria Canopy. A must in  paught but God on

all Bats book collection. Special  Forces s

All Bat Chats can be available @ R200 ”
seen on the PVO Website. (Normal price R500).

http://parabat.org.za/ paul@who-els.co.za
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30/09/2021
Peter Laubscher

Another most informative and professional
publication. Salute to Paul J Els and all those that
contributed to this excellent news letter.

Guy Mullins

Paul, publisher to the Bats. Another exceptional
edition to add to the Parabat Library. Well done,
again.

CASSINGA PIN AND CASSINGA COIN

The 4th May 1978 is an important part of the South
African Paratroopers military history. To remember
Cassinga Day, West Rand PVO Canopy has struck a
series of pins and coins.

THE PIN: The Pin is only available to a Cassinga
veteran. The Cassinga Veteran could be a para that
jumped from one of the 6 x C130/C160 aircrafts,
par abs t hat flew as suppo
duration of the battle, the pilots or engineers on
board the C160/C130 aircrafts, or any of the pilots
and that actually flew any aircraft that took part in
the operation eg Mirage, Helicopters etc. On the back
of the coin will be engraved your lift no, Seat no and
whether you jumped starboard, or port.

This info will be verified against the original
manifest sheets for the operation.

This PIN can be purchased for paratroopers that
took part in the operation, but have passed on to be
presented to the family. This pin comes in a box.
(wings excluded).

THE COIN: This coin is available to any paratrooper
or person that supports paratroopers. The coin can
be purchased as a coin alone or a coin in a box.
Each coin has a unique serial number.
COLLECTORS PIN: This Pin and box can be
purchased buy any person that collects memorabilia.
The Pin is the same as described in the pin above
but will not have your seat details but the word
collector and a unique coin serial number

To Purchase: Email: cassingapinandcoins@gmail.com

Willie will then send you an order form to get
your details and confirm pricing and delivery details.

Remember i these are custom made so delivery
will be 41 6 weeks after payment received.

If you prefer you can also contact Attie van
Niekerk on email attievanniekerk@parabat.org.za or
Andy Boden i andyboden00@gmail.com

Baie geluk aan die President en al die ander
verkose lede. Ek wens julle Sterkte en Voorspoed
toe in die toekoms en mag die PVO van krag tot
krag gaan.

Ronnie Claassen

BESKERMHEER VAN DIE PVO SE
KERSBOODSKAP

Dit is weereens vir my & groot voorreg om @ Kkort
Kersboodskap aan al die lede van die PVO te rig.
Die jaar 2021 kanteregasnog® A Annus
jaar beskryf word. Die veel besproke Covidvirus het
weereens soos in 2020 d& groot rol gespeel in die
doen en late van Suid-Afrikaners. Die Virus het
veroorsaak dat duisende mense siek geword,
gehospitaliseer was en gesterf het. Baie van ons
PVO broers en hul familielede het ook deurgeloop
en was of siek of het gesterf. Ons innigste simpatie
gaan aan almal wat iemand aan die Dood afgestaan
het as gevolg van die Virus of ander oorsake. Mag
ons Vader in die Hemel julle onderskraag en troos.

The new variant of the virus is also busy to
wreak havoc and causing a lot of damage to the
Financial and Economic terrains in our country. |
would like to appeal to everybody to adhere to the
prescribed protocol in order to stay healthy.
Gedurende die jaar was daar heftige verskil tussen
die pro-inenters en die anti-inenters. Ouens hou op
om oor die saak te stry. Sorg net dat julle alles sal
doen om te voorkom dat julle die Virus opdoen.

Hierdie jaar het ons natuurlik ook Beurtkrag
beleef wat gemaak het dat die Ekonomie lelik
deurgeloop het. Hierdie situasie gaan nog lank met
ons wees manne so moet nie so stres dat julle
onnodig Beroerte opdoen nie. Ek gaan nie verder
uitbrei oor alles wat in ons land verkeerd is nie, maar
eerder iets meld oor die PVO waarvan ons almal
trotse lede is. Die PVO het & nuwe bestuur gekry
onlangs en ek wil die President en sy bestuurslede
alles van die beste toewens vir die toekoms. Ek het
volle vertroue in die nuwe bestuur en ek doen @
beroep op al ons lede om hulle ten alle tye te
ondersteun. Ek laat dit aan die President oor om
verslag te lewer van die PVO se prestasies die
afgelope jaar.

1 Par achut e Battalion
Birthday this year and | urge everybody to adhere to
the principles of Brotherhood which exists amongst
all Paratroopers. Support each other at all times and
stop the unnecessary infighting. | would like to wish
all Parabats a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy
New Year. This wish that comes from the bottom of
my heart is not meant for members of the PVO only,
but also for LAARSA and Rooiplaas Parabats.
Manne daar wag moeilike uitdagings vorentoe en ek
hoop dat julle sal saamstaan in die toekoms om die
PVO & Magtige Organisasie te maak. Ek wens julle
sowel as julle dierbares @ baie Geseende Kersfees
en Voorspoedige 2022 toe. Ry versigtig (as julle
brandstof kan bekostig), bly veilig en moenie moed
verloor nie. Die Hemelse Vader bly in beheer.

Seenwense van BO, God Bless. Oom Ronnie.
EX ALTO VINCIMUS!
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DIE ROL VAN DIE RMVO '3 REPORT ON THE BRING SKILLIE

Die Raad van Militére Veterane Organisasies van
SA (RMVO) beywer hom om namens die ongeveer
28 ge-affilieerde organisasies die belange van alle
Suid Afrikaanse veterane te bevorder.
Kriteria waaraan voldoen moet word vir
affiliasie met die RMVO is:
Aanbieding van &6n
Besonderhede van die ampsdraers,
Aantal lede wat die organisasie verteenwoordig,

6n verklaring aangaand
van die organisasie, en
6n afskrif wvan die not

jaarvergadering.

Die PVO aansoek om te affilieer is op 4 Mei 2016
goedgekeur, wat ons die enigste valskerm
veterane organisasie maak wat deur die RMVO
erken word. Hierdie affiliasie beteken dat die PVO
as lid van die nasionale raad van die RMVO aan
bespreking en besluitheming deelneem.

Die RMVO strategie word rondom die
volgende 4 bene gebou:

kons:

HOME PROJECT

The borders are still closed and the big rains
have arrived in Angola.

This means that the project will
delayed until April/May 2022.

We have satisfied all the requirements to
conduct the exhumation in Angola, although
occasionally we get a strange request as we
did last week to urgently supply details of
Skilliedbds aten.t her and f

This was not as easy as it sounds and
Rachel Human pulled out all the stops going
as far as finding the
who was incidentally &

Some sad news came from Rachel this
we ek . Skillieds si sthe
DNA sample passed away. Luckily the sample
has been analysed and documented.

An Australian media company recorded
an interview with me on the Skillie Project that
has enjoyed more than 21 000 views

be

worldwide and this has generated much
interest and potential donors if we should need
more money.

| also recorded an interview with a Swiss
based media group that specialises in Bush
War stories. It is run by an ex SA Policeman
living in Switzerland and has a surprising

1 Herdenking en bewaring van ons erfenis

91 Erkenning

9 Bevordering van kameraderie

9 Nasie bou

Tydens on strategi ese
vanjaar plaasgevind het, het die deelnemers

saamgestem dat die RMVO, ongeag uitdagings
wat ervaar word met skakeling
regeringsstruktur e, 6n
moet formuleer om te verseker dat die belange van
militére veterane die nodige aandag sal bly geniet.
Hoewel sekere voordele reeds aan veterane
beskikbaar is, is dit van belang dat individuele
veterane by die Departement van Militére Veterane

met

amount of registered viewers.

This should go on air soon.
To sum up. it is hurry up and wait as
usual, but we are not letting the waiting period

go to waste.
Regards,
Mike McWilliams

(DMV) registreer om__in__aanmerking te kom
daarvoor. 3 McGill Alexander updated his profile training, para selection, para training, to die for one another, and who, | have little
Deon Benadé. PVO picture. mustering training, conventional training doubt, would still be prepared to do so
a . : > and counter-insurgency training. today!
Vise-president 02122021

Addressing my troops - 40 years after they
completed their National Service! A bit late,
| guess, but | finally got around to it! In
September this year (2021) | was invited by
the men of one of the companies |
commanded at 1 Parachute Battalion, to
attend their reunion.

It was held over a long weekend at the
Makhulu Game Lodge, deep in the bush
between Kimberley and Boshoff, almost on
the Free State/Northern Cape boundary.
The game lodge is owned by one of my old
paratrooper soldiers, Henk Vorster. What a
magnificent weekend! Annie was able to
relax in the comfortable accommodation
and Ruthie revelled in all the attention, the
excitement of sleeping on the top level of a
double bunk, swimming in the large pool
and watching the lions feed!

B Company (1979-1981)comprised a very
special group of men, all volunteer
paratroopers. They formed the second
company that | commanded and were the
first troops that | had taken through basic

Adouht

| then had the privilege of deploying
operationally with them and leading them in
combat. Together, we operated for weeks
inside enemy territory, carried out a
helicopter assault, patrolled through the
bush and conducted fire force operations.
Some of them were wounded and one died.
Gavin Harvey succumbed to his wounds
received in an ambush. May he rest in
peace!

A bond was forged and it holds true, even
40 years after those young men returned to
civilian life. | addressed them and their
wives at the reunion, recounting a few
anecdotes and then leading them in singing
the Paratrooper Battle Cry.

What can one say to such tough, resilient
and loyal soldiers? Such magnificent men
who | am so proud of! Men who, after all
these years, still love each other like
brothers because of what they went
through together. Men who were prepared
to die for one another, and who, | have little

winnilA atill lha nranarad +a AA A

"You were young then, with hearts of lions;
you rose up like eagles and you conquered
from above. Whatever the world may say
today, you know that you gave your best
when your country called."

Dankie, Pikkie Naudg, vir al jou moeite en
vasberadenheid om hierdie uitstekende
relinie te reél. Jy is 'n yster!




KZN CANOPY REPORT

KZN Canopy has very little to report other
than:

The Wayside Cross in Pinetown was in a
poor, rundown state.

Francois Marais took it upon himself and
at his own cost to clean it up, attached is a
photo of how it looked after Francois had
finished his work in preparation for the
Remembrance Service that was held at the
site on Sunday 7" November 2021. The
Chalns are not ewdent as these are only Py
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Wayside Cross, Pinetown.

Haydn Bam completing 100 Freefall jumps, landing in his

birthday suit as is the tradition.
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Hugh Raw [course 1963] of KZN PVO is a Dusi
canoe marathon legend. This year in March he
became the oldest person at age 80 to ever finish the
grueling three-day Pietermaritzburg to Durban Dusi
Canoe Marathon. He is also part of a hardy bunch of
Dusi paddlers who take part annually in the wooden
and canvas Dusi canoe marathon. They make their
own wooden canvas canoes and head off on a four-
day paddling adventure.

Hugh, who turned 81 in November, took part in
his 13" Wood and Canvas Dusi that took place over 4
days, from the 2" to 5" December. Joining him was
Steve Camp, also of the KZN PVO. Steve is a
veteran Dusi paddler, with 17 Dusi's under his belt.
Steve took part in the wood and canvass event for the
first time this year.

It was a humbling experience, said Steve. i We
felled a tree in a forest near to Pietermaritzburg and
over a few weekends planked the tree. After letting
the wood cure, we set about making a wooden canoe
frame, exactly as it was done by Dr lan Player who
pioneered the Dusi in 1951.

iNext was wrapping it
wooden runners on the underside for protection
against the rocks. It wasn't easy paddling compared
to the fiberglass canoes we use, but it was great fun
and was a rewarding canoeing adventure, spending
four days on the river with like-minded friends.
AHugh is a i nspiration
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AFRICA ANTI-POACHING SERVICES I N L E I D I N G
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RECCE RANGER KURSUSSE

1. Daar best aan O6nbybehqwerfs,e individue en selfs wer
vormingsgeleentheid te gee.

2. Ons fokus i s ni e -londendndigg nie maaneerdev kort lpversveranderende
geleenthede.

3. Ons reageer graag op talle navrae wat deurlopend deur die publiek ontvang word.

DOEL

4. Om én vormingskursus aan te bied vir skoolverl

ouderdom tussen 18 en 25 as riglyn.

WAAR EN HOE

5. Recce Ranger geleenthede geskied in geselekteerde natuurreservate in Suid Afrika asook
Namibia om die volgende ervarings te beleef:

A Leierskap: Persoonlik, span en professioneel.

Boskuns.

Spoorsny.

Navigasie: Kaart en Kompas, GPS, Son, Sterre en Natuur.
Oorlewing.

Algemene fiksheid en welsyn (verskillende dissiplines)

Pak en dra van uitrusting.

Sekuriteit- en omgewingsbewustheid vir die familie.
ACounter Poachingd tegnieke wat gebrui k word
Ken die vyand.

D D D P D D B

ALGEMEEN

6. Die kursus word bepl a
reeds O6n Pa en seun/ dogt
Maart 2022 by Matamba Bushcamp naby Vaalwater.

n Vir o6n Nedmkermiedakravonp er i ng
er Juni or Ranger Bos &erva

7. Die kursus word bemark en aangebied deur ex Spes Magte Operateurs 1 Callie Roos en
Koos Moorcroft.

8. 4 x 4 Selfbestuur ekspedisies na Angola en Namibia is reeds beplan vir 2022, meer info is
ook beskikbaar.

9.

Callie Roos

0823722790
experience@callieroos.com
Koos Moorcroft

0825792796
Koos.moorcroft555@gmail.com
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FROM ALL OVER -
MARIO VIDAL » . = XaLro yinem®

Mério Vidal, before joining South African Special Forces, 6
Recce, in 1980, served with the SAS and RLI in Rhodesia, the
Spanish Army, Portuguese Commandos (or Paras) in Africa, the
French Foreign Lewion (2 REP) and with the Spanish Foreign
Legion in the Western Sahara.

In this photo he is wearing South African & French Parabat
wings, the Rhodesian General Service Medal, Cruz del Mérito
Militar and the Sahara Cross from Spain.

Mario was deployed all over Africa, didn't speak much
about personal experiences, but was a focused unassuming
Operator in the words of a former colleague.

After SA, he travelled to Latin America (El Salvador) to fight
another war.

He was injured in combat while attacking a terrorist camp in
Zambia during Op

THE PORTUGUESE CONTRIBTION TO THE
DEFENCE OF AFRICA

TCoronel Paraq Arlindo Mendes
For his military course, he deserves to be mentioned TCor
Arlindo Godinho Mendes

Sergeant mechanic, from the Navy offers to the
Parachutists, attending the pioneering course of Alcantarilha in
Spain.

Great athlete swimming and jumping into the water at
Algés e Dafundo, noted in paratroopers competing in national
and international trials (CISM), in particular in the style.

He also collaborates at the beginning of the BCP war
dogs, adapting his expertise of mechanic and artifix, to
placement devices that would allow dogs to start jumping.

He was a charismatic figure in the Parachute, | quote
Chaplain Pine: "... curious facet of his personality was not to
hit anyone when he was angry, despite the much strength he
had; but he always beat anything that was next to it, if it was
one car the plates were work for a few days...".

Passed away in 1986 counting 58 years

(Text by Sérgio Silva) 23/09/20

WWI | MGST DECORATED WOMEN Lieutenant Jeannette Guyot was a French

\ Resistance operative who went on to become
T — \ ' one of WWII 6 snost decorated women.

: ‘ ' As a volunteer she was trained in St. Albans

— " ,!' by the Secret Intelligence Service and Office of

Strategic Services officers who would go on to

4 : be a part of Operation Sussex. In 1944 she got

) oo - her p_arachute wings. Her first_mission was

\ @ f 7y "Pathfinder" and as part of Operation Calanque,

b2 & with three other French officers, she was

|8 3 parachuted into Europe and helped find many

dropping zones and about a hundred safe

houses for Operation Sussex agents.

After France was freed from occupation,
Guyot continues to work for the French
A Intelligence Service. Jeannette passed away on
R . 10 April 2016.

4
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REG CURTIS

Reg Curtis, No. 2 Commando, 11th SAS, 1st
Parachute Battalion, fought through France
and Belgium to Dunkirk as a Grenadier
Guardsman before volunteering in 1940 to
join No 2 Commando and become one of
Britainbés first par a-
experimental parachute training as a
member of the 11" SAS Battalion, later to
become the 1st Parachute Battalion, the
founding battalion of The Parachute
Regiment. In 1942/3 he fought with 1st Para
as part of the 1st Parachute Brigade in
Tunisia, where they earned the name 6 R e
Devilsé from the enei
. group who held the Primosole Bridge in
& , Sicily in 1943. He was badly wounded trying
to reach the Arnhem Bridge during the Battle
Photos: Corporal Reg Curtis, 11th SAS Battalion, Norwich of Arnhem in 1944 and after the battle had
Rearen, Vo . e e K tie Ganaian, i TGNt log amputated. He was one of the
Oz)sterbeek 2014, by C?orporal ist Class llya de Milde, Royai few members of .the onginal Ist Parachute
Bulah Al Eoree Battalion to survive the war and when he
/ mgassed away in 2016 was the last man
ilanding from the small group who remained

- £

ose-knit for the rest of their lives and called
emselves No. 2 Commando, 11th SAS,
st Parachute Battalion.

John Malcolm Thorpe Fleming Churchill, DSO & Bar,
MC & Bar born in 1906, was a British Army officer who
fought in WWII with a longbow, bagpipes, and a
Scottish broadsword. Nicknamed "Fighting Jack
Churchill" and "Mad Jack", he was known for the motto:
"Any officer who goes into action without his sword is
improperly dressed.”
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50 Jaar gelede / 2 November 1971
Die Burger koerant
Dienspligtiges baklei, tien beseer:
Altesame tien dienspligtiges in
Bloemfontein, nege van die
Opleidingsregiment 1 SDB en een
van die Eerste Valskermbataljon, is
Saterdagoggend vroeg in die
Militére Hospitaal opgeneem nadat
dienspligtiges van die Valskerm-
bataljon 6n aanv-a

bataljon onderneem het.

4

Below: Dave Michigan with Ed Manley,
101st  Airborn, D-Day, 100 years old,
Southeast Florida on Saturday 26/11/2021.
Dave and a few of our Canopy jumped
together at Normandy.

Roland de Vries

Interesting photograph. Paratrooper
Pale van der Walt with 61Mech in Op
Protea checks the book numbers of
his soldiers before going into battle.
These numbers were registered and
brought onto various pieces of
clothing and webbing in case of
soldiers becoming battle casualties.

Especially when troop carrieswereV
burnt out.
s e oy LS -

Un Memoriam
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Ek staan voor @ spruit op die plaas, een waarin
ek gewoonlik swem met @ lekker hoe wal vir as
ek wil spring. Dan kyk ek af na die water wat niks
meer as drie meter is nie en tog raak ek angstig
al het ek dit al honderd maal gedoen. Wat wag vir
my in die onbekende wat wag om my skade aan
te doen?

Ek is simpel want ek dan die plek waar ek
elke keer kom staan, ek meet die hoogte skat
skat. EK weet wat om te doen ek ken die manier
om my lyf voor te berei vir die val op die palm
van my hand en dan laat ek gaan...

Met my oé toe kom die slag net nooit en ek
hoor in die verte 6 n paar srkaartek is
nou in die lug en ek bid vir die beste uitkoms. Die
winde het ek vooraf goed bepaal en dan skop die
adrinalien en die valskerm begin my soos @
meester beheer, soos elke ander keer is ek opad
na waar my planne Ié en waar ek die vyand laat
les op se. Die opleiding laat my besef hoe nodig
ek dit nou het. Ek moet my hele lyf posisioneer in
die manier wat hulle my moes leer, om reg te
land met my lewe in my eie hand. Hier in die
vreemde Afrika lug voel ek vry soos @ voel, net &
oomblik van stilte en dan klop die dood aan my
voordeur. Laat ek hom in of veg ek teen sy stryd
om dit oop te skuif en my oorrompel? Nee ek veg
met alles in my om oor hom neer te sak en hom
vas te pen teen die groen grasperk voor my
uitgelé.

Die enigste verskil hier is dit is nie groen nie
en alles behalwe @ grasperk, ek moet die dood
wat aan my wil vreet aanvat tussen haak en
steek bosse waar die sand op die grond so warm
is dat dit my handpalms skroei. EK moet terug
baklei teen hom wat my wil weg raap uit
menswees, teen hom wat my toekoms wil op
slurp soos @ lee melkskommel.

As ek spring is dit asof daar vrede oor my
kom en ek net die aantrekking van die kontinent
Afrika vrylik ervaar en & paar sekondes het om
die belangrike besluite te neem. Ek bepaal min of
meer my rigting en versigtig my landings-kol.

Om @ soldaat te wees van so vroeg soos 17
jaar oud is nie kinderspeletjies nie, en om uit d
werkende vliegtuig te spring in die vyands se turf
nog minder. Maar hier het ons vinnig kom manne
word en ook vinnig geleer om oor die vrees te
kom veral waneer ons spring, dit is waarvoor ons
opgelei was en ons weet wat ons doen, hier is
ons die baas!

Ek was maar net 19 jaar oud maar ek het die
wéreld onder my voete gehad, in die lug gehang
soos @ swaard oor die vyand se kop en behoede
hom as ek voor hom land. Ek was soos & bom
wat wag om kontak te maak met die grond, want
verwoesig sal ek saai.

Ek is alles wat hulle moet vrees as my voete
die grond raak en ek onder daardie sampioen uit
styg gaan hulle spyt wees hulle het my tee
gekom.

Ek sweef nie net deur die lug nie maar ook al
die fases van my lewe in & oogwink en ek weet
ek is waar ek hoort ek is hier waar ek wil wees,
ek is vinnig opad na my eindbeslissing toe. Ek is
opad om oorlog te maak en tot my voordeel te
strek want soos donkerte sal ek op hulle neer
daal.

En dan hou ek my asem op en ek tref die
water goed verwagd. Ek doen alles wat ek geleer

k het as d klein dogtertjie ek buig my kniee op die

boden om die impak ligter te maak en ek reik na
bo vir die suurstof waarna ek smag. Ek is vry
s00s @ vis in die water en ek het dit gedoen, ek
sal die genot van my oorwinde angs koester en
geniet want ek is waar ek wil wees en ek sal die
meeste daarvan maak. Dit is ook in die oomblik
wat ek op die water dryf en na die Hemele kyk
dat ek besef die eer, erkenning en waardeering
wat elke valskermsoldaat verdien nie nie ernstig
genoeg opgeneem word nie. Ek betoon my
respek aan elke man wat homself & vlieénde
teiken gemaak het. Elizma Grobler
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1 0CTOBE THEDAYOFTHE HEROLS

Lt J.G. Parkin 1 PB

18/10/1979. Two SAAF and six Parabats were awarded the
Honoris Crux for their actions. The Parabats was park of a
search-and rescue mission to locate and extract an Impala
pilot, Major Aubrey Bell whose aircraft had been struck by
enemy anti-aircraft fire and crashed near the Angolan town
of Omapanda after the pilot had ejected safely. The Puma
crew, consisting of the pilot, Maj or Paul i R thé
co-pilot, Lieutenant Nick Lithgrow and the flight-engineer,
Flight Sergeant i Zi g gi e 0, wHsoaedompanied by the
stick of Parabats, who would secure the Landing Zone for
the hot extraction in enemy territory. A second Puma,
piloted by Major Hugh Paine and his crew accompanied
them as well.

After the stricken pilot had been located near his
parachute only a mere 200 metre from enemy trench lines,
and while two accompanying Impalas were suppressing
enemy fire coming from the trenches, the two Pumas came
in from the south, and Major Kruger, despite the severe
ground fire, dropped off the Parabats to secure a LZ, while
Major Paine attempted to draw away some of the enemy
fire. The injured pilot was quickly located and the Parabats
called for pickup, Major Kruger landed the Puma, picked up
the injured pilot and the Parabats, and lifted off, again
coming under intense ground fire.

This time, however, the helicopter was struck by a
long burst of tracer, with two shots coming through the
cockpit, grazing Major Kr uglkis (|
intercom. One of the Parabats, Riflemen Brain Gibson, was
also wounded in the hip and arm. Despite 22 holes in the
fuselage and a streaming fuel leak, Major Kruger flew the
Puma back to AFB Ondangwa after making a detour to first
drop of the two casualties at the medical facility at
Oshakati. Major P.E. Kruger, Flight Sergeant S. Hoebel and
the six Parabats were awarded the Honoris Crux for their Rfn C.N. McNamara 1 PB
actions during this Search-and-Rescue mission. They were:

Second Lieutenant J.G. Parkin; Ri f | &Mede dange;
L.B. Southey; CQ : i B

| Savannah (As well as other subsequent actions.) during Task
Force Zul uds maduv derPaiea tof Bvale on 18/10/1975,
Connieds Land Rover, whi ch htdbganb
enemy antitank missile which, fortunately, did not explode on

| impact. A small fire fight broke out and the advance could only be

- |resumed after the MPLA soldiers that survived the fire fight, had
fled the scene.

Five kilometres further another ambush was encountered
and airburst resulting from more antitank missiles served to
demoralize the accompanying infantry. Because enemy
resistance at this second ambush site was more determined, the
| skirmish lasted for some three-and-a-half hours until the mortar
| team of Connie went into action, but they could not prevent his
Land Rover from being cut off by the enemy. This led to some
desperate fighting after which the enemy fled, leaving three dead
behind. Memeber of 1 RC.




fivanaand baie jare gelede styg sowat 85 Recce§ i

van 1, 2 en 5 Recce op vanaf Mpacha vliegveld in
twee C130/60 vliegtuie oppad na Eheke vir die
basisaanval. Dit gebeur op aand 27 Okt 1977.
Min weet hierdie manne wat vir hulle voorlé. Teen
middag 28 Okt 1977 sal van hulle die hoogste
prys betaal het en party stukkend geskiet wees.
Soos Charl Naude in die onderhoud tydens
die skryf van 1 Recce: Die nag behoort aan ons
gese het: AiOp pad na d
kyk ek so na die manne met hulle swart
gesmeerde gesigte en weet party van hulle gaan
dal k nie more meer | ewe
Die spanning loop hoog in die twee vliegtuie
en die adrenalien het ingeskop. In die vliegtuig
waar ek die no 1 Springer stuurboord kant is
staan ek in die fnaction
in die deur staan kyk ek vlugtig terug na die

manne agter my in die string met hulle
swaargelaaide kit en masjiengewere. In die
dowwe rooi lig sien ek net wit oe in die

swartgesmeerde gesigte. Die manne lyk woes en
ek is bly ek is nie die vyand wat hierdie lot moet
trotseer nie.

Skielik swenk die vliegtuig skerp en
onverwags en ek val amper uit as dit nie vir Pep
van Zyl, die no 1 afstuurder se stewige greep aan
my harnas was nie. Dan gaan die rooilig aan en
AStand in the dooro sk
om te huiwer staan ek in die deur en dan sien ek
die groenligenPep skreeu Ago,
die ander spring hierdie onverskrokke operateurs
uit na wie weet watter hel op ons wag. In die
maanlig groepeer ons vinnig by Maj Hennie
Blaauw die aanvalsmag bevelvoerder. Wat die
vol gende 24 wuur g e bdeuwnt
daar was sal verstaan. Ons begin stap in die
rigting van die Eheke Swapo Basis met Dawid
Fourie wat navigeer.

Ons stap verder en
verskyning. Die pilot vlieg te ver en kan ons nie
plotnie.]1 nt ussen hoor ons ke
2 waar 32 Bn is. Die vyand bestook hulle. Hennie
vat onmiddeli k on peild.@
ons stap verder. Sonder dat ons dit weet beweeg
ons eintelik ver om die basis.

Laatmiddag i s daar we
Die keer is It Connie van Wyk (operateur) in die
Telstar. Connie plot ons onmiddelik.

Ons is sowat 2 km wes van die basis. Vir die
eerste keer weet ons waar ons is.

Ons beweeg nader en
gevegsformasie. Ons moes die basis teen
eerstelig aangeval het en dis nou ongeveer
15:30. Die manne is baie dors en water is skaars
of klaar. Hennie kry al die spanleiers byeen en
ons sit in 4an kring om

(

01977

Hy vra, val ons aan of wag ons vir laastelig
en beweeg dan stadig om die basis na die
oostekant en val die volgende oggend eerstelig
aan soos beplan. Een vir een vra hy wat ons
dink. Dan antwoord A O 2 Frans val
ons val aan &im wéteng datkhly
binnekort gaan sterf in aksie. Hennie sé hy sal
daardie kyk in Frans se blou-grys 0é nooit
vergeet nie.

Il ntussen haal FIL ip
bottel met Rum uit sy kit en drink hy en sy broer
Went zel saam O Kin ekt dit
is hulle laaste drankie saam as broers. Enkele
minute later sterf Wentzel in aksie.

Terwyl ons so om Hennie en Charl sit sien

e k hoe Henni e di ep di
beslissing maak. Die T
tevore On versoek varme
oggend aan te val af g
Henni e di e boodskap. 6
| oneliness of the c¢omme
hy alleen kan die beslissing maak.

Hennie kyk ons so dan sé h y : ions

a a n Stadig staan ons op en beweeg na ons
spanne in die aanvalsformasie. Die 60 mm
mortier bomme word nou by die mortiergroep
onder leiding van It Gert Keulder gelos en hulle
maak gereed en stel al die neusbuise op vuur.
Hennie gee die bevel en ons staan op en beweeg
i n 06 ntrekte linigie die rigting van die basis.
Ek kyk links en regs van my en sien hoe die
manne vorentoe beweeg met masjiengewere in
die heup met vingers op die snellers. Die
adrenalien pomp oortyd en die manne is
vasberade en lyk woes.

Dan sien ons die basis voor ons en die
SWAPOG6s in hulle | oopgl
se vir myself vandag sterf ons almal. Stadig
beweeg ons nader in uitgestrekte linie en dan
bars alle hel los.....en ek bedoel hel.

Tyd ongeveer 16:00

Die hel bars los. Blare en takke val op ons
soos wat SWAPO skiet. Ons gaan af en
antwoord die vuur. Di s
agv die masjiengeweervuur en mortiere wat
ont pl of . Dan maak SWAP
in o6n grondr ol Dawi d
se spanne aan die linkerkant loop deur en die
145mmkanon ma a i onder hu
vuur geveg. Char | sien
Hennie Blaauw en Boats Botes ontplof. Die twee
is toe onder die stof en Charl dink hulle is dood
maar dan kom hulle uit die stof te voorskyn. Aan
die regterkant van die aanvalsformasie sien AO2
Kenaas Conradie ook die 14,5 mm wat chaos
veroorsaak en skreeu hy vir kpl Joe de Villiers die
RPG7 gunner: O0Skiet dace
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Joe laat waai en tref die 14,5 mm dat jy net
springs en bodies sien trek. Dan skreeu Kpl
Fonette van 5 Recceahy
vlieg op en beweeg aggresief vorentoe. Almal
begin skreeu SWAPO se moer en ons veg
vorentoe. Sers Louis Kloppers is links en hy het
nog nooi-t S @ beteaf ni@. Wokrhy
dink vandag sterf ons almal. Die kontak gaan
net aan en aan...

Skielik sien Charl
mortier in die shona so 400 meter weg opstel
om ons te bestook. Charl skreeu vir Joe de
Villiers skiet daai fokken mortier. Joe mik en
vuur. Hy tref die mortierspan en weereens sien
jy net mortierpyp en bodies trek. Dis die einde
van die mortier. Ons eie mortiere val orals en
die basis bewe. Daar moes baie SWAPOs
gesterf het.

Nog steeds is die geveg hewig en dis veral
1 en 2 Recce se spanne aan die linkerkant wat
onder hewige vuur is. Die Recce gewondes en
geseuweldes le orals maar so ook SWAPO.
Dan besluit Hennie Blaauw dat 5 Recce moet
ombeweeg en 6n vilankaa
Recce. Charl, Dave Tippett en Frans van Dyk
beweeg onmiddelik met hulle spanne en begin
met 6én flankaanval ter
skiet en vuursteun gee. Hennie het die regte
besluit op die regte tyd geneem en 5 Recce val
verwoed aan. Hierdie flankaanval red die dag.

Manne soos Gert Eksteun, Jack, Jakes
Jacobs, Flip, Fritz, Piet Linden en baie ander
kan bevestig hoe hewig was die geveg.

Sowat 10 km verder kyk Kmdt Eddie
Viljoen van 32 Bn op sy horlosie toe die geveg
uitbreek. Na die geveg se hy vir Frans en die
ander wat by hom staan dat die geveg 32 min
geduur het sonder ophou. Eddie en sy 32 Bn
troepe (2/3 kompanies) beweeg so vinnig as
moontlik in ons rigting om te kom help. Later die
middag en kort na die geveg kom hulle daar
aan.

Skielik is dit oorverdowend stil en begin ons
om ons gewondes en gesneuweldes bymekaar
te maak. Dis toe dat Flip sien sy broer is
doodgeskiet.

Ons berei 6n LZ voo
wat die verliese kom haal. Ons laai gewondes
en dooies sommer so deurmekaar in die
choppers want ons i s
Die een Puma sirkel toevallig oor die basis en
die pilot se vir Hennie en Charl op die VHF
Radio julle moet hier wegkom daar is honderde
in die loopgrawe.

Die bloed loop by die Pumas se deure uit
en terwyl die een Chopper opstyg gooi die pilot
6n | emoen na Chtaetkoveel@h
moontlik manne.

Met al die verliese uitgevlieg begin die Recces
en 32 Bn terugstap na die grens. Ons is hondmoeg
en meeste manne het geen ammu oor nie. Alles
uitgeskiet en party manne se hande is gebrand van
warm masjiengeweer lope.

Ons kruis hondmoeg en met dik geswelde lippe
van dors die grens vroegoggend en word
teruggevlieg na Mpacha en vandaar na Fort
Doppies.

Daai aand drink ons op ons gesneuwelde

makkers &én dop by Freedo
steaks.
Eheke was 6n woes en

Recces het groot geeste verloor met jare se
ervaring. Die volgende manne betaal die hoogste

prys:

Lt Les Greyling 2 Vk
AO2 Frans van Zyl 1VK
Sers Wentzel Marx 1 VK
Sers Vingers Kruger 1 VK
Sers Neville Clack 2 VK
Kpl Antonie Badenhorst 1VK
O/kpl Garry Walker 1VK
Totaal 7

Gewond in aksie:

Lt Corrie Meerholtz 1VK
Sers Gert Eksteen 1VK

Kpl Callie Greyling 1VK
Kpl Bones Boonzaier 1VK
Kpl Fritz Bosch 1VK
Kpl Piet Linden 1 VK (dalk 2 VK)
O/kpl Jakes Jacobs 1VK

Sers Wynand Kruger is per ongeluk gewond terwyl
hy valskerms aangepas het in Mpacha - 1 VK
Totaal 8

Vir hulle dapper optrede tydens Eheke word die
HC Dekorasie aan die volgende lede uitgereik:

Lt Corrie Meerholtz 1VK-HCS
Lt Les Greyling 2 VK HC Postuum
Sers Marius Viljoen 1VK-HC
Kpl Callie Greyling 1VK-HC
Totaal 4

Geskryf deur Frans van Dyk

Editors note: This was taken from WhatsApp group
Big Five team on the 30/10/2021.
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. . , Radies Rademeyer
Die kontak het begin en een van die grootste een Today | mourn the death of my brother Capt

dag kontakte in die SAW se geskiedenis was aan Klasie Rademeyer who paid the highest price

die gang. Operasie Firewood het gebeur het o q,1ing Op Firewood on 31 October 1987. We as
& Okf[ober Lt s el el gein) _ a family will always miss you Klasie. | pay my
Die aanvalsmag met meer as 150 Caspirs en  pighest respect to those who fell with him:

Buffels val die SWAPO basis net Noord van  cant Andries Hercules Du Bruyn Rademeyer. He
Indungo aan. Ons is 300 km binne in Angola met was 27. 101 Bn.

geen Artilarie steun behalwe @& klompe 81mm 2/Lt Deon Botes. 101 Bn. He was 20.
Ratels. Die geveg het laat begin agv opmars 5 ¢ pyjan Chevalier Cobbalt. 5 RR. He was 20.
probleme en word afgeskop met & groot Airstrike Cpl Nico Smith Olivier. 1 PB. He was 19.

met Mirages. Die gevegte was oor n groot terrein L/Cpl Raymond Mark Light. 1 PB. He was 21.
met menige losstaande kontakte wat afsonderlik Rfn W. Abraham 101 Bn.

plaasgevind het van die aanval op die hoofbasis. Rfn P. Epafu 101 Bn
Ons verloor 15 man op die dag en het meer ki, v Petrus 101 Bn.
as 60 gewonde manne wat afgevoer moet word. Rfn T. Sheepo 101 Bn.
Dit was die grootste kontak verliese in die Rfn M. Uusshona 101 Bn.
geskiedenis van die SAW. Rfn Hughes Norbert De Rose. 1 PB. He was 21.

Geveg duur die hele dag tot donker toe ons  pileman Wayne Valentine Ewels. 1 PB. He was
afbreek en onttrek. 101 Bn het geweldig baie 21

karre wat deur RPG vuur uitgeskiet is en wat Rfn Dirk Willem van Rooyen. 1 PB. He was 20.
herstel moet word. Nuwe engins en ratkasse Rfn Jean Marc Schuurman. 1 PB. Critically

word deur die span tiffies opgesit en bitter baie wounded and evacuated to the RSA. he died
bande word herstel. Tot 24:00 gaan die herstel ., his wounds on 01/11/1987 while the aircraft

aan terwyl hulle vuurplanne op ons skiet met was still flying over Botswana. He was 20.
mortiere.

Daar is baie stories oor Firewood maar die
korrekte ene is dat daar geen ANC
teenwoordigheid was in enige formaat nie, ook
nie tenks nie. Daar is wel 15 man oorlede
alhoewel ons net 13 terrug gebring het. 2 oorlede
drywers het agter gebly op die kontaktoneel. 1 in
die uitgebrande Caspir van 2 Lt Botes en 1 in die
Casspir van Kpl Stander. Die betrokke Caspir en
& Buffel van 1 Valskerm het ons in die
kontakarea gelos en was nie Recover nie.

(Onbekend)
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0 COMPASS ROSE

SPESIALE MAGTE BOND JUNIE

TRADITION OF THE NAME TAGS AT THE RONDAWELS
OF THE S A ARMY COLLEGE

The rondawels are traditionally the home of the Senior Command and Staff Duties students.
Everything possible is done to create a comfortable and happy atmosphere for the duration of the
students’ stay at the College. The Special Forces Brigade rondawel has been furnished, equipped
and is maintained by the Brigade.

As can be expecied from a training institution with such a rich history, there are certain traditions.
which are passed on from cach yeargroup to the next. \./

One such a tradition of the Senior Command and Staff Duties course takes place annually when
the Jacaranda blossoms start falling from the trees in front of the Paratus building at the College.
At this stage the Chief Instructor presents the Beagle (Course Chairman) with a small hammer.
This event then signals the start for the resident students to add their nameplates to those of their
predecessors,

The layout of brass nametags on the wall is quite a striking little monument. The following
members, although not all Special Forces officers, have resided in the Special Forces rondawel
throughout the years as indicated: -

J C Swart 1977 Dave Drew 1990

John More 1978 André Diedericks 1991

James Hills 1979 Jan van den Berg 1992

Hennie Blaauw 1980 Frans van Dyk 1993 (G9301)
Hannes Venter 1981 Rudie Perold 1993 (G9301)
Brian Adams 1982 Frans Fourie 1994

Otch Otio 1984 D J Claasen 1995

Corrie Meerholz 1985 Daan Brink 1996

Gert Keulder 1986 Spinx Nobanda 1997

Gerrie Bornman 1988

Three Special Forces members did not have the honour of utilising the Special Forces rondawel — ™
they were bestowed the honour of being the Beagle (Hoofseun) of their Staff Courses. They wera_~

Daan van Zyl
Doiby Coetzee
Koos Stadler

Other members who shared courses with Special Forces members, left their names on the walls of
other rondawels. Some of the members from my time were:

Johan Verster 1984 At Schoeman 1985
Herman van Niekerk 1984 Dawie Fourie 1986
Stefaans van der Walt 1984

Article by Otch Otto and Andy Young (the present occupier of the Special Forces rondawel)

SPECIAL FORCES LEAGUE

Ldt 2 P A
Die Griekwa Onse Vader
(E-Pos Jannette Jacobs)
Onse Vader wat innie jimmel in sit,
ons wil nou vedag net vi U kom bid
Lat U se Naam tog by ons ook geheilig raak,
lat U se Kapteinskap hie kom staningse maak,
lat U se Wil hie oener by ons oppie grond
ook gebere sos da ho tissenie sterretjiese rond, S
en gjee vi ons vedag onse koppietjie meel
vegjeef ons al onse geskjel en onse gesteel,
want sos ons nou yt U se Woord yt weet:
Ons moet die naaste se sondese ok vegjeet.
Lat ons onse rigte gjee virrie versoekingse,
en velos ons nou vannie hele dywel se dinge.
Da is niemand wat U se Kapteinskap wen
en U het allie krag en U hettie grootlikeit,
van hie af tot da oorkant in die ewaglikeit!
Nou, Jirre, nou s€ ons ma eers wee Amen.

SNIPPERS OUT OF SPECIAL FORCES

0 NEWSLETTER

X ALTO VineNY®

Dagsé Paul

Net 'n vinnige e-mail om te s& ek lees (alweer) We Fear Naught but God en
dis beslis een van my beste boeke !ll Dit inspireer my ook vir my offisiers
opleiding volgende jaar.

Ek het jou boek by my gehad vandag toe ek by die werk was en een van ons
inmates sien dit en kyk daarna. Hy vra my toe of hy die boek in ons tronk bib
kan kry. Ek sé toe nee ou maat, die boek is ingevoer van SA af. Hy vra my toe
of ek 'n Christen is en ek sé toe ja. Hy kyk toe na my en s& “I am a Christian
and this book has just made my day Mr. I like the title. We Fear Naught But
God. T will remember that forever. So selfs vir iemand wat geen idee het wat
die Recces is nie en wat in die tronk sit het jou baek 'n verskil gemaak. Nou as
ek skryf klink dit maar na 'n flou storie. Jy moes daar gewees het !ll Dankie
weereens vir 'n goeie boek wat ten minste julle manne se stories vir ons
nageslag behou.

Cheers Roan Minandi (New Zealand) (Nov 2002)

£DITOR - Can a book title mean so much !l Roan is a South African working
as a prison guard in New Zealand.

A WOODEN STORY

John van Heerden

One enemy decoy, built in occupied Holland, led
to a tale that has been told and retold ever since
by veteran Allied pilots. The German "airfield,"
constructed with meticulous care, was made
almost entirely of wood. There were wooden
hangars, oil tanks, gun emplacements, trucks and
aircraft. The Germans took so long in building
their wooden decoy that Allied photo experts had
more than enough time to observe and report it.
The day finally came when the decoy was
finished, down to the last wooden plank. And
early the following morning, a lone RAF plane
crossed the Channel, came in low, circled the
field once, and dropped a large wooden bomb.

" They say that "a mind is like a parachute, it
only works when open", Now while this is true to
a certain degree, a parachute too open has no
control. And as any good parachutist will tell, it
will eventually crash and burn to the ground.
For you see, it is the strings that control the
parachute and allow it to take form and have
substance. So just be careful, though, of who
controls the strings.” '
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TIME TO HANG UP
THE SWORD

S A SOLDIER June 2001
(Article by Col Daan Boshoff, C J Ops, SSO
Operational Communication

During a retreat ceremony held at the SA Air
Force Gymnasium on 29 March 2001,
members from the SANDF bid farewell to Maj
Gen André Bestbier, who decided to hang up
his sword after 37 years. During his illustrious
career Maj Gen Bestbier served in several posts
. Which only a few selected soldiers were able to

" occupy, such as Officer .~ Commanding

.1 Reconnaissance Commando, Military Attaché -
in Portugal, General Officer Commanding ':

Orange Free State Command and, eventually, -
Chief Director Planning and Conduct of
Operations at Chief of Joint Operations. After
playing a significant role in establishing the
Joint Operations Division, and being the driving

force behind the migration from the old Chief of -

Staff Operations, Maj Gen Bestbier deserves
the time to tend to those dear to him, and also

to concentrate on improving his driving on the
golf course.
mmm

Porche submitted by Paul Els

A stockbroker parks his brand new Porsche in
front of the office to show it off to his
colleagues. As he's getting out of the car, a
semi-trailer comes flying along too close to the
kerb and takes off the door before speeding off.
Distraught, the broker grabs his mobile and calls
the cops. Five minutes later, the police arrive.
Before the cop has a chance to ask any
questions, the broker starts screaming
hysterically:

"My Porsche, my beautiful silver Porsche is
ruined. No matter how long it's at the panel
beaters it'll simply never be the same again!"

" After the stockbroker finally finishes his rant,
the policeman shakes his head in disgust. "l
can't believe how materialistic you bloody
stockbrokers are," he says. "You lot are sc
focused on your possessions that you’don't
notice anything else in your life."

“How can you say such a thing at a time like
this?" snaps the broker.

The policeman replies, "Didn't you realise
that your right arm was torn off when the truck
hit you."

The stockbroker looks down in absolute
horror. "Hell!" he screams. "Where's my Rolex?'

Guess who? Answer pg 68.

PORTUGAL

We are a few ex SADF members now living in
sunny Portugal. The most famous ex SADF
couple (there are more) is surely Francisco and
Mariaan Guirreiro. Cmdt Guirreiro, ex Rhodesian
signaller and SADF Intelligence Division
member, is now living in Algarve at a small
village called Alfontes with her husband Ssgt

OVAMBO

XALTO yiNCNY®

Volstruissambreeltjies

dans ver op die horison

en kruis en dans na Etosha -
verder weg in hittegolf verskans

“Kierrrie ... Kierrie-tjiep!”

Francisco Guerreiro, ex Rhodesian SAS and fluit die palmboom

5 Recce. en skud ‘n swerm voéls
Francisco is in the building industry and he Uit sy hare.

also writes a weekly article about health plants for

the local newspaper. Mariaan keeps herself busy ™&e pen is stil,

in the garden. b sout,
The then SAS Ssgt Guerreiro became  waar wilde-eend sy spieélbeeld

notorious during Operation Eland when, on loan
to the Selous Scouts, he was left behind after the
attack against the ZANLA terrorist base at
Pungwe/Nyadsonya in Mocambique together with
a sergeant of the Selous Scouts.

Thanks to his good knowledge of the region,
they managed to return to Rhodesia by walking
through the night thus avoiding the enemy’s
attention.

The raid on Pungwe/Nyadsonya was carried
out by only 72 soldiers without air support. Of
the 5250 ZANLA men, 1028 were killed and
1000 missing.

Manual Ferreira Ssgt

THE BLOODY ORIGIN OF
THE REGIMENTAL TIE

We all know what a necktie is - that bloody thing
around your neck. An item defined by one
dictionary as “a long narrow piece of material
worn especially by men under the collar of a shirt,
tied in a knot close to the throat with the ends
hanging down the front”. But where and how did
this funny custom originate?

Here is one interesting theory: very long ago -
in the era of Asterix and Obelix - the Roman
Senate started to question Caeser’s expenses for
his Bello Gallico. Swords were one of the main
.’s of concern. Seeking advise, the Emperor

s told by a Milanese alchemist that it was in the
giving that the legions were receiving: the more
Gauls were conquered the more blood had to
flow. But blood is a highly corrosive liquid (so
we are told) and in the end the sword would
become rusty and useless. The solution? The
swordsman had to get rid of the blood on his
sword in double quick time. And so a new
instruction was issued: “When you have dealt
your enemy with the mortal (or potentially)
penetrating blow with your sword (which remains
the property of the Empire’s Head Office in
Rome), you shall wipe such sword on the scarf
around your neck, bearing in mind that it is your
only neck inside the said scarf and that only the
sword should be wiped on only the scarf, thus
safeguarding your own said neck and therefore
preserving your life to fight again for the glory of
Rome”.

The more bloodstained swipe marks on your
scarf, the more enemies of Caeser were
’ltched to Valhalla. Thus a status symbol was
clcated.

Following the war to end all wars (1914 -
1918), the retired generals of the British Empire’s
returned regiments decided to incorporate their
regimental colours into the newly introduced male
fashion statement of the previous century: the
necktie. And so the regimental tie was born. And
what better way to incorporate the regimental
colours than to simulate the diagonal swipes of
the symbolic sword of victory on your tie, now
called regimental stripes.

(Acknowledgement: Die Tukkie,
Vol 8 No 1, May 2000)
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met snawel aanroer ..,

Die Ovambo-tjokker loer grootoog
agter sy pa

en sewe maer wegléhoringbeeste.
Rykdom beskerm met kierie en boog in
hand.

Die son kruip
na sy graf
en die vlieg zoem nie meer ...
Ver tjank ‘n draai-jakkals sy groet.
Die grenswag kou “n grassie
en skuif
aan sy hoed ...

Bruce Kockott, Januarie 1981

mdAeer oor dic digter en gedig;

Bruce Kockott was verbonde aan
1 Valskermbataljon en op die grens
gedurende Januarie 1981 waar hy die gedig
geskryf en aan sy moeder (Mev Joy Moll,
laat 80's by Spes Magte HK) gestuur het.

Sy het dit bewaar en wil dit deel met
die ouens wat al daar was. (Sy hoop om
eendag self daar besoek af te 1él)

GIVING THE FINGER

Before the Battle of Agincourt in 1415,
the French, anticipating victory over the
English, proposed to cut off the middie
finger of all captured English soldiers.
Without the middle finger it wouid be
impossible to draw the renowned Weish
longbow and therefore be ncapabie of
fightng in the futwre. Ths famous
weapon was made of the native English
Yew tree, and the act of drawing the

bow was known as “plucking the
<" (or "pluck yew").

Much to the bewilderment of the French,
the English won a major upset and
began mocking the French by waving
their middle fingers at the defeated
French, saying, "See, we can still pluck
yew! "PLUCK YEW!" Since 'pluck yew'
is rather difficult to say, the difficult
consonant cluster at the beginning has
gradually changed to a labiodentals
fricative 'F', and thus the words often
used in conjunction with the one-finger-
salute are mistakenly thought to have
something to do 