BAT CHAT

= PRETORIA 4
- CANOPY ¢

X aLto yineVS

DEDICATED TO ALL BATS DURING COVID 19

LETTERS / MESSAGES/ ARTICLE S/ REPORTS / SNIPPETS

CASSINGA / PRETORIA MEMORIAL SERVICE
NUUS VANAF ORAL / NEWS FROM ALL OVER

UIT DIE VERLEDE / FROM THE PAST

PRETORIA CANOPY
QUARTERLY
NEWSLETTER

PRETORIA CANOPY No 2/21
MEMORIAL



WP  \VOORD VAN DIE REDAKSIE
R CLUIeES.  \WORD FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

O/Voorsitter: Chris Pohl

Sekretaris: Wynand Fourie
Tesourier: Wynand Erasmus
Gedenkdienste: Roche Vermaak
Kommunikasie: Chris Pohl
Skakeling SANW: Krige van Heerden

—/ The Bat Chat is the official newsletter of the Pretoria Canopy, but also
carries the interest of all Parabats worldwide.

Why the big effort to publish the Batchat of the Pretoria Canopy, is to
preserve the history of any Bats involvement of yesterday and today all over
. anditisnot just a few photos on someone
Gasvryheid: Johan Le Roex main aim is to get every Bat in unity and peace in this dark world of our.
Werwing: Ashley Carr We must now as never before stand together and forgive any bad feelings
you have against your fellow Bats. Each man counts!

Brotherhood is now seen in gatherings been held all over the last past
three months and a great example was the well organised memorial service
held by the Canopy at the Voortrekkermonument on 16 May. Not just
Canopy members was present, but from many veterans organisations, e.g.
32 Bn, Koevoet, Intelligence, Special Forces, etc. Thank you Brothers.

Al l articles, messenger s, phot o
taken from internet, magazines, newspapers or personal contribution.

Thanks to Krige van Heerden for his big contribution of photos and
stories he supplied for this Bat Chat.

INDEMNITY
We know readers will smile about certain strange events they read or
see in this newsletter. We also know readers will not hold the editorial
board responsible for every statement! This newsletter is filled with
very different personal opinions of military veterans who write mainly
just on their own behalf. So, they say what they like.

VRYWARING

Ons weet lesers sal glimlag oor sekere vreemde gebeure wat hulle in
hierdie nuusbrief lees en sien. Ons weet ook lesers sal die redaksie
nie vir elke uitspraak verantwoordelik hou nie! Hierdie nuusbrief is
propvol uiteenlopende persoonlike menings van militére veterane wat
veral net namens hulleself skryf. So, hulle sé wat hulle wil.

NEXTPTA CANOPYEETINGS R
CANCELLEDUL/ 17 AUG/ 14 SEPT ~

In Mattheus 7:1-5 lees ons:
AMoenie oordeel
julle nie geoordeel word nie; met
dieselfde oordeel waarmee julle
oor ander oordeel, sal oor julle
geoordeel word, en met
dieselfde maat waarmee julle vir
ander meet, sal vir julle gemeet
wor d. iWaar om
splinter raak wat in jou broer se
00g is, maar die balk in jou eie
oog merk jy nie op nie?

Of hoe kan jy vir jou broer sé:
6Wag, | aat ek d
oog uithaal, 6 e
@ 'n balk in jou eie oog? Huigelaar!
J'| Haal eers die balk uit jou eie oog
uit, dan sal jy goed kan sien om
die splinter uit jou broer se oog
uit te haal . o




a ADMINISTRATION

“ The PVO website S

MEMBER BENEFITS

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the Emergency/Panic button - Get Paratroopers in
information you need on the organisation. Please your vicinity to assist when you have an
visit it regularly. Any paratrooper who needs to emergency.

know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be Access to the Parabat Heritage Channel -
helped from this website. ~New members are News, Videos, sound clips, pictures and much
welcome and existing members who are unsure of more. An ever-growing repository with old and new
any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries media recordings

there. QIZVO Projects - Status, news and updates
ccess to Employment opportunities

PVO APP APVO Enablement Fund
Go onto the Android or Apple store, search for Die PVO beleid is om alle Parabats in te sluit.
Parabat Veterans Organisation and download the
PVO app on your mobile device. Paid-up PVO FELKE MAN TEL! o
members have access to premium information Ons is almal deel van 'n uitsonderlike groep
and additional benefits. fi v ol u nWwite the gsits to step out of the aircraft

door".

#Neem asseblief kennis dat die finansiele Alle Paratroopers word aangemoedig om die
state beskikbaar is vir enige opbetaalde lede | APP af te laai en benut.
vir besigtiging en vrae. Ons het strukture en Vir enige tegniese probleme kontak -
ouditeure in plek om verantwoording te doen Chris.Pohl@parabat.org.za
vir elke sent wat ge-in of spandeer word.

Marked

THE PVO ENABLEMENT F UND Order from Pretoria Canopy a verity of books,
CD6s and DVDOGs

Essentially, the wellbeing of all Parabats and
their families is our primary concern. Many of —

us are reaching the age where retirement and B FOR CASSINGA
redundancy become threats to our continued | T
welfare. Some of us have been suffering from
the strain of wounds and disabilities sustained
during our years as soldiers as well as suffered
after our military service ended. Others have
been made redundant by retrenchments or
affirmative action. All these people need help
and support in their daily lives.

WESTTER DU 1O
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The book We fear naught but God on Special Forces is

The 2019, 2020 & 1/2021 NEW BOOK available @ R200 (Normal price R500) till end of Oct.
Batchats is available from PelsA Boeke
Pretoria Canopy. A must in Contact Paul J. Els for his books

all Bats book collection. paul@who-els.co.za of or order from

epos@groep7.co.za

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT
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%\@ A NOTICE TO ALL SA PARATROOPERS

Dear friends and comrades.

An old and ongoing problem has resurfaced in our

community and this joint notice to the airborne

brotherhood is an attempt to clarify matters with

1 PARA BN 60

Goeienaand Vriende. Ek hoop dit gaan baie goed met
U almal en dat U die Langnaweek in die regte gees
gevier en oorleef het. Hiermee wil ek almal bedank
wat reageer het op my skrywe oor die 60ste
Verjaardag van 1 Valskermbataljon.

| received hundreds of comments and every one
was of a positive nature which reflects the high regard
people had and still have for 1 Parachute Battalion.
Dankie vir die positiewe kommentaar en Gelukwense.
Dit word hoog op prys gestel. Ek wens U almal
Voorspoed toe vir die res van 2021. May the rest of
2021 treat you very well and stay safe Please.
Groete, Regards.

mvx Ronnie Claassen 06/04/2021

respect to who the various
organisations are and who they support.

Firstly, some details from Mike Cronje about the
In His Honour Outreach Foundation:

This is the 11th year that we will be hosting the
reunion on the 30th October 2021 and the battalion
is 60 years old this year.

Due to the Parabat Reunion there are many
parabat groups and canopies that have been formed
over the years with the exception of the Cape
Canopy and LAARSA that existed prior to the first
reunion in 2011 .

In His Honour Outreach Foundation is not
affiliated to any particular group and works
independently as a Section 21 Non Profit Company
and is audited by Independent Auditors.

There are other groups that are trying to hijack
the Parabat Reunion and are making money off it as
a marketing ploy and getting people to sign debit
orders and making people believing that funds are
for Veterans that In His Honour assists, which is not
the case.

In His Honour however does work with some of
the parabat groups whether it be with a veteran in
need or the Parabat group assisting In His Honour
with a specific project.

We have a good working relationship with the
PVO and assist where we can.

With this all said we would just like to ask that if
you are approached for funding / collections for In
His Honour Outreach Foundation that you know that
we have our own bank account and no group
collects on our behalf.
behalf rather give us a call so that we are able to
clarify. Contact Mike Cronje, 071 595 6300 for
banking details.

paratrooper

LETTERS /| MESSAGES
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Secondly, where the Parabat Veteran
Organisation (PVO) stand in relation to In His
Honour Outreach Foundation and other SA
Paratrooper bodies.

The PVO is also a registered Section 21
Not for Profit Company that has attained an
18A Tax Deductible status.

The PVO has its own welfare section that
deals with Members and Paratroopers in
need. This office is the Enablement Fund and
is run by Willoughby Brits.

At times the PVO may run fund-raising
activities with other organisations such as the
recent drought relief effort or the roof-building
project for the In His Honour Outreach
Foundation.

However, in the same vein as In His
Honour Outreach Foundation, we never
sanction any other organisation to collect
money on our behalf.We will no longer deal

wi t h any Aimi ddl emeno
effort, whether it be for In His Honour
Outreach  Foundation or any other

organisation.

The PVO has a single bank account used
for fund raising and this is audited annually.

If any other individual or organisation
says they are collecting funds on behalf of the
PVO or the In His Honour Outreach
Foundation and give any bank details that are
not the same as those mentioned, please
contact Willoughby Brits at 079 749 0019
before you part with any money.

Best regards,

Mike McWilliams,

President

Parabat Veteran Organisation.
28/04/2021

This account is:

The Parabat Veteran Organisation NPC
Nedbank Account Number 1131959035
Branch 114145

Batchat 1/2021
, Genl Shai Mulder

last seen today at 19:44

23 APRIL 2021

Krige,ek het 1 Valskerm Bn se
geskiedenis baie geniet.Roland se
vertelling van ons kursus in Taiwan was
mooi herinneringe.Groete,Shai.

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT
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NAMIBIA PARABATS
Bietjie agtergrond rondom MOTH Namibia en die
Parabats.

Gedurende 2017 en 2018 was daar gereeld
gesprekke met die valskerm veterane in die land.
Daar was eers sprake van dat hulle hul eie
Acanopyo wil begi n. Ma i
hulle besluit om eerder deel te raak van MOTH
Namibia. Gedurende Julie 2018 het die eerste
agt lid geword van die Shellhile in Windhoek.

Sedertdien het ons als verskeie funksies
soos St Michaels en Cassinga storie aande
gehad en daar word regtig hard gepoog om @
tuiste te wees vir die valskerm veterane. Ek met
moet ook erken hulle dra baie by tot die sukses
van MOTH Namibie as geheel.

André Smit is tans Old Bill van Blacksheep
Windy Ole Shellhole in Windhoek en Hennie
Olivier dien op die NUK van MOTH Namibia. So
ja hulle bring beslis hulle kant.

Nick Hayward se boek projek kom al so paar
jaar aan. Hy het in 2019 vir die eerste keer
genoem hy is besig om @& boek bymekaar te sit.
En einde 2020 was manuskrip klaar en ons as
MOTH Namibia het aangebied om te boek te
help finansier. Ons is besig met & projek waar
ons stories wil laat bewaar en hierdie boek uit
Namibia was een van ons eerste tree. Nie net is
dit n storie van sy weermag dae nie maar ook
van sy seun wat geskiet is. 6 rBoek wat hoop
kom bied in tye waar mense soveel hoop verloor.

Ek hou jou op hoogte van enige Parabat
nuus hier uit ons wéreld.

Groetnis,

André Anthonissen

Nationale Voorsitter MOTHs Windhoek
29/04/2021 namibiamoth@gmail.com

Good morning soldiers, thank you for keeping
the remerance of our Paratrooper heroes at
the forefront of our minds in the way that you
all did yesterday at the Voortrekker-
monument. May you all be blessed.

Anthony Carr 17/05/2021
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SOUTHLANDS SUN REPORT
February 2021

If you qualified as a South African military
paratrooper, who is often referred to as Parabats,
you are invited to attend the inaugural meeting of
the KwaZulu-Natal Canopy of the South African
Paratroopers Association.

APar atr oo p e-over sharb & special r
and common bond and the idea of forming a
provincial canopy is to promote the esprit-de-
corps and traditions of the paratroopers locally
and internationallyo, s
African paratrooper who did his jump course, to
qualify for his Parabat wings in 1974.

Gavin is one of the key organizers behind
the KZN Canopy initiative.

AThere are many past
across the province who have expressed an
interest in strengthening and improving the
airborne  comradeship. Apart from regular
communication of international and South African
paratroopers news and updates to members, the
KwaZulu-Natal Canopy will also organize events
and get together on special airborne days and
occasionso.

Membership is also open to paratroopers
who qualified in other countries.
The inaugural meeting of the KwaZulu-Natal
Canopy of the South African Paratroopers
Association will be held at the DLI Hall on
Monday, 2 March at 6 pm. For further queries,
contact Gavin on 082-350-7975.

PARABAT REUNION 2021

30 Octobmr JOJ1
10000
Sehcemanaville Resort
Comer Waterfromt & Marsis Strewt
ehcamanaviile, Harthemgonrt
Intry len R100 per pursan for the dey and 3 Tise of lnod or groceries of sy Sind
Lumein I8 supplied and indoded in the entry les
A Cath Bar aveilabin — plemin 10 (noder hases 81 famamion srena
Overnight Accommodation can be aranged at fesort
Ascron will ba held to help ralse fundsy
Stells avalatie 2t N2000 par sial - plussn pro-atrangs

By letest 30 September 2021 VIA EMAIL 10 porsbat@lntic. net
Pluase supply: Name
Fedce Number

Coy and Yoar -

- Amsunt of persors stending &

011 593 00
ONX &2 S80)
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FROM ALL OVER
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Parachutist Log

Parachutist Log
(The Sky Diver Log)*

PARACHITES | NCURPORATEDN Onaxce, MAsSACHUSETTEN

*Trademark Feg. US Pur OFF Copyright 1041

RECOMMENDED PROCEDURES BEFORE JUMP
NOTE: The feilowing wgpretitns sve powd practice but 7o nat regulations

1. Praw Jusy. Welle down or wiate chearly intonded acticen dering jump belore doard.
ing alreeaft

B Preranx Amnowary ros Famscwuning, (n} Remowe doer, (b) Tege sharp objecta
near door snd strut, (c] Nemove cxtrs sontrs] wiiek or wheel if nacesaazy, (d) Secere

3 Usowr Przor. (a) Celeulate jump attitedes in secucdancs with Parachute Cub of

Amegien proscdures snd wiids dows wind deift indlestor altisude and jump alitede

foe pilot, (5] Establish course for wind &rift indicator drop and seladlish signal

systom for giving directions sleft, (o) Check witimwbter again, (4] Allow altitede AR
safety margin for lang delays,

4 Onrpex A Equarsmest, (a) Check ripoocd puas, (4} Check statiz line tis down

£ Beview Escocexcy Paocooumes

0 D s ko by (1) B st s 60011 yymp[”gj

Commandant W.P. Louws
Logbook indicates that he made
8 jumps in 1961 of which the
first four was at
Voortrekkerhoogte (Swartkop
Airport).
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EXaLro i

THE PARACHUTE INSTRUCTORS COURSE UK 1960
Back: Cpl Ronnie Claassen; Sgt Finlay; Sgt Daan (Ysterman) van Niekerk; Sgt Geordie Platz (Instr); Cpl J.C. Ackerman;
SSgt Tico Brink; Cpl Johnny Kieser. Front: Fdkt Louis van den Bergh; Capt Rowlands (Instr); Cmdt Willem Louw; WO1
Jock Fox (RSM); Sgt P.J. Botes; Sgt Faan de Beer; Cpl N|ck Visser.

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT
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Some of these photos is the first time ever been published of our first group in the UK and Bloemfontein testing
parachutes.

= | P =

The photos here and previous page photos is that of W.P. Louw and Harry Findley.
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1961, TESTING PARACHUTES IN BLOEMFONTEIN

Above: Cmdt W.P. Louw; Dr Malan; Faan de Beer; Gerrie Leibbrandt; Nick Visser; J.C. Ackermann; Johnny Kieser.
Below: Gerrie Leibbrandt; Nick Visser; J.C. Ackerman; W.P. Louw; Dr Malan; Faan de Beer; Johnny Kieser.

EDITOR: Note most jumpers are wearing ties!! GENTLEMAN JUMPERS!!
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The Battalion had just return from an exercise
along the South African/Lesotho boarder when
ABO0O Company (+) and t
deployed by 3 x C130 a few hours later to the
Caprivi.

We were immediately set to off loading the
planes. In that heat we had to off load everything
manually. There were no fork lifters at this
deserted airstrip in the middle of the African
jungle. Once everything was off loaded, the
planes took off again leaving us to the terrorist
hiding in the surrounding bush. For the new boys,
this being their first trip as well as for most of us,
being the firsttimef | own i nt o t he
the Caprivi, the experience was unique and a bit
scary. | mean the terrorists could come barging
out of the bush at any time. Our platoon
sergeants soon barked us back into reality and
we had to carry everything off the apron and a
few hundred meters into the bush. This would be
our base for the next unknown amount of
days/weeks untii we were recalled to
Bloemfontein or as happened, redeployed.

Each Platoon was allocated a defensive
position, each section was allocated a field of fire
and we started digging-in. Hell this was easy. Not
like de Brug or other areas we had deployed.
One hardly needed the pick part of the tools
entrenching. The ground was just sand, a finer
sand than sea-sand but very similar. Defensive
positions dug and ready for use, we were allowed
to build our bivies as but even them, the platoon
sergeant told you where to pitch. Close enough to
be in communication with the rest of the section
and close to your trench. Bivies were made from
our ponchos held up with tree stumps and open
at both ends to allow the breeze to filter through.
The main fiestabl
the Ops Room, the comms room and the kitchen
were wunder tarpaul ins.
Braam (Blometjies) Blom (later RSM Sig Unit)
was the signaller, Eddie Button was Dems, Ben
Pretorius was CQMS, Schalk van Schalkwyk was
the admin clerk. Other names that were there
was Trevor Floyd, Ouboet Kruger, Dewald de
Beer, and myself as Bn Med Sgt. My MO was Dr
(Cmdt) Willem Anton Klomp. Coy Cdr was Barries
Ferreira. Other officers were Daan Nel, Willem
(Kaas) van der Waals, Nick Visser, (My memory
fails at this point with the officers.)

First task was to deploy the Med Post.
Tarpaulin over a few tree stumps sand bag walls
and seat and the wicker pannier containers as
the tables for the i
paraphernalia. Slit trenches for both the MO and
myself and one for two or three patients.

By Rowley Medlin

i shment

nst

Next task was camp hygiene. Here | was
given a fatigue team to do the actual digging. In
those days, we relied a lot on the British RAMC
pamphlets and teaching and RAMC pamphlet
number huffles and sniffles said if a company
has to spend two or more weeks in a base camp,
it must have two deep trench latrines: eight feet
long two feet wide and at least six feet deep.
Easier said than done. Those writers of the
shuffle and sniffle RAMC pamphlets had never
been near Rundu and had never tried to get a
deep trench dug in the soft sea sand of Rundu.

Every time we got to three feet down, the
wal | started ba®&fi nmaak
| got the fatigue party to first go and cut down a
lot of sapling trees and as we progressed | used
these stumps to hold the walls of the deep trench
latrine. Eventually, the MO was satisfied with one
latrine but also saw the trouble so he gave in to
thecompany
but | was not satisfied with my effort and having
tree stumps over erected a very effective seat
o v e r diephsleoton

This consisted of two poles about 8 inches
apart on which the person could sit and meditate
while doing his business. The rear pole
supported the rear end of the backside while the
front pole supported the legs. This worked well
for about the first two days until jippo guts set in.
A company with of 120 men plus an extra
platoon and an HQ company with jippo guts
soon f i ldiegslootd hbuth bef
completely an incident happened but due to the
security classification has never been published
before.

The | atrine, to get
Budgi esdo was situat eads
outside the perimeter of the camp. Standing
orders were that anyone wanting to use the
latrine, had to take someone armed who kept
guard while his mate was groaning with cramps.

That day, the MO, Cmdt Klomp came
running passed mMedia bridg
jou wapen, g bguabbedamy weagon
and ran after my MO as he disappeared in the
direction of the latrine, loosening his web belt as
he ran. Arriving there, he was already in reverse
mo d e , reversing onto t
the action was too much for the back pole and it
gave way. The result was that it tipped the MO
backwar dssldotnt o t he A

Well, even if there was a whole battalion of
terrorists appearing at that moment, | would not
of been able to anything as to me, a sergeant
seeing my officer in such a predicament, made
me totally useless as a guard. It was one of the
funniest sights of my career.

3 PRETORIA
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Needless to say the saga was not over as
here the MO and | had to find a way back into
the base to the medical tent where | could boil
up enough water for my MO to have a bath to

get al | the grime and
stories every gets out, Medlin, you will never,
ever get any more prom

any more promotion now.

Another incident that comes to mind was
when a few of us Sergeants (Remember the
notorious i Soer gt anthées
Well not all of us had the privilege of being
member s of the Sergea
less, sergeants, were sent to the town of
Rundu. The purpose of the visit is unclear but
we ended up as guests of the South African
Police who said that they would like to entertain
these paratroopers by buying them a beer or
two/three? In the mess was a policeman who |
|l ater found out was t
who had been #Afiredo
that happened in the Republic. He obviously
was n ot, bufitfansfereed i Rundu where
the normal South African, were baying for his
blood, would not find him. Nick had obviously
been sitting there for some time before we got
there. He and Pep van Zyl started discussing
the pros and cons of the 9 mm SMC that we
used and the similar weapon the police used.
Not long into the conversation, an argument
started as to which weapon was better than the
other.

Pep was adamant that with the very short
barrel of the police weapon, it was dangerous
as in an emergency; a man grabbing the
weapon and firing fAcou
covering t he muzzl e.
comment and the whole lot of us trooped
outside the mess where there was a heli
landing area with a few empty AVGAS drums.
Targets were put up and the two weapons
loaded and each one placed n a drum. Frans
(FC) van zyl (if I can remember) was the judge.
He shouted fire where upon both SADF and
SAP competitor grabbed his weapon and fired
without sights at the target.

This happened numerous times when
suddenly, there was a gasp from the renowned
policeman and he bent over dropping his
weapon with blood pouring out of his hand. | ran
over and found his middle finger had suddenly
become a digit shorter that a few minutes
before. Bandaged him up and he was taken off
to the SAP sick bay. It was as Pep had said; in
an emergency one was likely to get a finger
over the muzzle of the short piece of barrel.

TAKE NOTE: | have written a book on Op
Dikmelk (4 SADF OPERATIONS) and found no
one had any photos of this Op. Paul J. Els.

f
1

| remember the day we received orders to
pack up iHo me before
everyonebs | ips but no
knew were not going to tell. Everything packed
and ready for the C130s to come in, we filed for
Brunch. The stove was an open pit with a
ifiroostero over it. N
Brunch: Ovambos and bread. While waiting in
the queue, Eddie Button had been given
instructions to destroy all the opened boxes of
ammo and explosives. All of a sudden there was
a helava explosion. | just saw all the Ovambos
going up in the air and landing in the sand
Everyoneb6s nerves were
the new menu: bread.

In the planes, still thinking we were on our
way back to Bloemfontein, we touched down
after a short flight and the pilot used his boosters
to stop the plane before the end of the runway.
This was Eros, Windhoek. The planes, one by
one reversed into the hanger and we were
allowed to get out. No one was allowed to go
near the door. Our plane, off loaded, and moved
out to allow the next plane to reverse into the
hanger and off load. This was our home for the
next week or so.

Those knowing Eros
has a very short runway, built | think to
accommodate the DC 3s and 4s. Secondly the
urban development of Windhoek had by that
time already moved to the ridges surrounding
the airport. Thus anyone moving around the
airport could be seen by the good people who
lived on the ridge. As this was a secret
operation, no one (except a few, who had to
know,) knew about us.

During the day we had to stay under cover
in the hangers and during the evenings, we
moved out to different strategic key points.

| think it was the 23" that we again got into
the planes and again a booster take off to clear
the end of the runway and we were, this time on
our way back to Bloemfontein. Landing there,
ions Jano Cmdt Jan F
welcome us and let us go home. He had other
troops to do the offloading.
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SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION

South Africans in Special Forces units in the Second
World War. The Advance on Rangoon March - May
1945 and here Gurkha paratroops check their
equipment before being dropped around Rangoon
during the Burma campaign. Now, what have these
legendary Gurkhas and South Africans in combat
have in common?

Involved in this drop and attached to the Gurkhas
for their attack on Elephant Hill against the Japanese
wasone of South Africads
a man who subsequently went on to command 5
South African Infantry Battalion after the war and
become the SADFOGOs Di

"Pik" van Noorden served in North Africa during
World War 2 as an artillery officer, firing at German
tanks over open sights at Tobruk, escaping as the
garrison fell, fighting at Alamein and then
volunteering for the Royal Marines.

Trained as a commando, he led his platoon
ashore on D-Day with 47 (Royal Marine) Commando
and was involved in some heavy fighting as they
executed an independent task. Later withdrawn to
undergo parachute training, he was dropped behind
German lines to carry out a secret mission.

Next he was posted to 42 (RM) Commando in
India and participated in the amphibious assault on
the Japanese at Myebon in Burma, as well as the
subsequent bitter battle for Hill 170 near Kangaw.

Later, van Noorden was attached to the Ghurka
parachute battalion that jumped at Elephant Point
during the capture of Rangoon (see picture of the
said Ghurka airborne which accompanies this article).
During the battle the Ghurka battalion reached
Elephant Point, and close-quarters fighting then took
place, with flame-throwers being used against several
Japanese bunkers guarding the battery. About forty
Japanese soldiers and gunners were killed during the
assault, and the battalion also sustained several
casualties. After the battery had been secured the
battalion dug in around Elephant Point and awaited
the arrival of the relief force.

After the war Van Noorden commanded 5 SA
Infantry Battalion and the Infantry School, became
Director of Infantry and retired as a Major General.
His medal group is also of great interest because it
includes the France & Germany Star and the Burma
Star, as well as the Union Medal and the Pro Patria.
Article reference 1 The SA Military History Society 1
Eastern Cape Newsletter - primary contributor and
with thanks to McGill Alexander, supplementary
information - Wikipedia. Image copyright and caption
reference -The Imperial War Museum. 28/06/2014

recta

ONS &LY FORCEO

In die 1960s en vroeé 1970s was die aanloopbaan
08/26 op Grootfontein 8,400 vt lank (dieselfde as
Waterkloof in daardie tye).

Pi et van der Mer we , vac
SA, Suzette van der Merwe, doen gedurende

daardie tyd O6n bostoer op
vinr.

Die kroeg op Rundu raak uit bier uit en
natuurl ik is die pongos t
reel , toe reel die SAAF m

Grootfontein bier te gaan haal.

Piet is die vinr en hy kom op Grootfontein aan
in die Cessna waarvan al die sitplekke (behalwe die
vinr sébn natwuurli k) ui tge
staan gereed by die laaiblad en hulle laai daai
Cessna dat sy wielietjies al hoe verder uitmekaar uit
gaan.

Die kaste blikkies bier is tot teen die dak en
Piet kan omtrent nie eers regs uit sien nie.

Hy skakel aan en sukkel nogal om te taxi en
moet baie meer krag oopmaak as gewoonlik.

Hy lyn op op aanloopbaan 26 en maak vol krag
oop teen die remme. Toe hy die remme los verander
slegs die uitdrukkink op sy gesig, want daar is geen
teken van die normale versnelling nie.

Hy begin uiteindelik beweeg en hy pluk die
Cessna by die 7,500 voet merker van die grond af
en hy gaan bo-oor die sekerheids omheining,
daardie tyd net 5 voet hoog, met omtrent 2 voet om
te spaar.

Toe hy uiteindelik genoeg spoed kry om te
draai, draai hy links! Almal weet tog dat hy moes
regs draai Rundu toe.

Hy maak die wydste kringvlug wat ons nog
gesien het en land terug op aanloopbaan 26. Hy taxi
in na waar die biertrok nog steeds staan, stop en
seg vir die troep om twee kaste bier af te laai. Hulle
laai toe twee af en daar gaan Piet weer.

Die keer styg hy op by die 7,000 voet merker
van aanloopbaan 26. Toe hy genoeg hoogte het,
dr aai hy wragtig weer | ink
kringvlug, land op aanloopbaan 26, taxi terug na die
bier tro k , wink die troep nade
terug!o ONBEKEND
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PHYLLI SS 6PI PPAD

Join us in wishing a happy 100th
birthday 08/04/2021, to Phylliss
OPi ppad L aMBEuthe ld3to
surviving female Special Operations
Executive agent of the 40 who were
sent into France to organise
resistance  for the  Normandy
Landings.

At age 23, Phyllis parachuted
into occupied Normandy in May 1944
to gather intelligence on Nazi
positions in preparation for D-Day. As
an agent for the British Special
Operations Executive (SOE), Doyle U
secretly relayed 135 coded ! ) ’” N/ I ~
messages to the British military ' “;”*'ﬂf:)‘!’:f
before France's liberation in August.
Happy Birthday, Phyliss. Thank you
for your service.

Born in South Africa to French and English parents,
she was sadly orphaned during childhood. During the
Second World War she was working as a flight
mechanic with the Womeno:
United Kingdom, and volunteered for special service
aft er the Nazis executed b
imprisoned her Godmother.

A fluent French speaker she became a member
of the Special Operations Executive (SOE),
parachuting into France in the lead up to D-Day to
obtain information on the enemy and send coded
messages back to London. Pippa worked closely with
the local resistance network and was frequently
stopped for questioning by suspicious German
Troops. In recognition of her exploits she was
appointed a Member of the Order of the British
Empire and awarded the French Croix de Guerre
after the War. She subsequently married and moved
to New Zealand with her husband.

As part of the 70th anniversary of the Normandy
landings she was presented with the Chevalier of the
L®gi on déhonneur on by e
French Ambassador Laurent Corntini at a special
ceremony provided by the New Zealand Special Air
Service, at Papakura Camp in Auckland. Victoria
Cross recipient Corporal Willie Apiata was in

attendance to congratulate her.

Photo: New Zealand Herald: 'Pippa Latour, wartime spy who
helped bring down Nazis, honoured in Auckland, 5 October
2017.

Member of the Order of the British Empire

1939i 1945 Star

France and Germany Star
Defence Medal (United Kingdom)
War Medal 1939i 1945

Croix de Guerre (France)

Legion of Honour

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c _id=1...
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nzherald.co.nz%2Fnz%2Fnews%2Farticle.cfm%3Fc_id%3D1%26objectid%3D11930021%26fbclid%3DIwAR1nYfrocggywGwshWaoNP6UCh-q4zcrWJpdIjEJyvpoyUJGT3yOw2bhRp4&h=AT2vOTrMAA6arzwHEyUMoRk2il7SaHYGyBJGa6ZjmseB2tUcRJWKiqqAsd5XydvUNHU7AM37Y62iBSuXl-RZEZbnPcDr8q9YduiTSkgE4U26KkDMgvxVAj-1q8tH94MMGg&__tn__=-UK-y-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT16278ARY-odZgnCSH2ZOd6datz035io9QOUzSqRs2Bn4o64zMQ5DiDNe49XSbzk47Fo8ssJaX2qYY70DURO-vedanNPUu2DkpI-SEP2GtJsZ8rKlxN9rCsRbCInOyaGT24z-krRfWY_tJAt5Pc_DqFkQyex-exJjA707rCVwOxTAd6zw6qi2mvNNNuRjtnMsplpiGDhRBQAh7amsV_JovMpfPB5iIaV9DyuM17p2pk3ZgdGODlAP5x0ZqjG3WAjyjj-JuZyOrz8UBQkYgQKYCDpv-04eaUVcvXW_cw7IiWz-NXPhtQvQAQ6ibf5w
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_the_Order_of_the_British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1939%E2%80%931945_Star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France_and_Germany_Star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defence_Medal_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_Medal_1939%E2%80%931945
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croix_de_guerre_1939%E2%80%931945_(France)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legion_of_Honour

W CONVERSION TO AIRBORNE COMMANDO BATTALION,;

— ,// EVOLUTION OF FIREFORCE
From 1977, 20 RLI men, about two-thirds of To prevent themselves from becoming easy
a Fireforce"First Wave", would parachute into targets for ground fire, the RLI paratroopers
action from a Rhodesian Air Force "Paradak" would jump from low altitudes so they would be
while the rest would be dropped by Alouette in the air for as short a time as possible. The
Il helicopters. regulation height decreed by the Rhodesian

The RLI had been experimenting with Security Forces was 500 feet (150 m), but in
parachutes sparingly since 1967, but the practice it was much lower, sometimes as low
process of training the entire regiment in their as 300 feet (91 m). The lowest recorded
use did not start until November 1976, when two operational jump by an RLI soldier was from a
troops from 1 Commando underwent instruction height of 217 feet (66 m). Jumps such as this
at New Sarum Air Basein Salisbury. This would give the parachute barely enough time to
marked the beginning of the RLI's open before the Rhodesian soldier landed, and
transformation into an airborne commando landing could be dangerous as the terrain was
battalion. Parachute training for the rest of the often rough or rocky. However, the men of the
Battalion's men began in January 1977, when v RLI quickly became skilled paratroopers. On
two troopsefrom=3-Commando went to New operations, they would jump from the Paradak
Saram. Key factors in the decision to train the door as quickly as possible, one after the other,
RLI as“paratroopers were the consistent good so they would land close together and around
performance of the first RLI men para-trained, the same time: a seasoned group of 20 RLI'men
the shortage of Rhodesian helicopters, and the would jump in less than 20 seconds. They
improved ability of the guerrillas to fire upon and would exit the aircraft in the order desired on the
wound security force members aboard ground, with the commander in the middle of the
helicopters, |which had previously been an stick.
unusual’ occurrence. Lynx light support aircraft The men of the Rhodesian Light Infantry
were also sometimes hit, and for _this reason made more parachute jumps than any other
machine-guns were now fitted alongside the military unit in history. While an Allied
Frantans that they were carrying. paratrooper of the Second World War would be

From March 1977, each RLI Commando sent considered a 'veteran" after one operational
troops on a regular rotational timetable to New jump, an RLI paratrooper could make three
Sarum for - para-training. "Not everyone was operational jumps in a single day, each in a

thrilled with the idea," says Chris Cocks, an RLI different location, and each preceding a
veteran. ".Trooper W. Smit, the MAG gunner, successful contact with the enemy.2! Between
was terrified and said adamantly, 'I'm not going. 1976 and 1980, over 14,000 jumps were

If God had wanted us to fly he would have given recorded by the Rhodesian Security Forces as a
us wings." Rhodesian, British, American and whole. The world record for operational jumps

Australian instructors trained the RLI men by an individual soldier is held by Corporal Des
quickly, but comprehensively. Some of the Archer of 1 Commando, RLI, who made 73
foreign soldiers were already para-trained, operational jumps between 1977 and the end of
having served in parachute units abroad, but it the war.

was still necessary for them to attend. After UNKNOWN

completing their basic instruction, the RLI
soldiers boarded a Dakota troop transport plane
(or "Paradak") for their first jump. Loaded up
with all of their combat gear, they jumped in
sticks of two. After eight jumps, including one at
night, each RLI soldier became a qualified
paratrooper, received his "wings" and returned
to action.

Because the RLI soldiers could now
parachute into action, some changes were
made to Fireforce procedure. For a start, the
number of G-cars in a Fireforce was reduced;
only three of the eight sticksd 12 of the 32
mend would now be dropped by helicopter, with
the remainder jumping from a Paradak.
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FIRST PORTUGUESE PARABAT KILLED SOME FACTS
The first Portuguese Parabat killed in the African e e "'i'f.'.'«"f.".‘i‘v oo s o
war was during the operation MARCHA SOBRE I P ‘L*.“'J.":L.ZL";"‘ Peier i N RO S o e el s i

MUCABA NjNj March on Mucahb

When the people of Mucaba were attacked, the
sector commander requested that the Air Force
(FAP) urgently deploy Paratroopers, which had
already been in Angolan territory since March,
together with the Paratroopers, followed two
sections of light infantry.

LISBON DAILY 1961 (Portuguese newspaper)
NjNjGi f t s! Forever i n my
admiration. | saw them fall beside me, while listening
to the grenades going off and the matracking of the
machine guns that couldn't muffle the ululating
screams of a group of terrorists who launched
themselves into the attack, inciting each other with
the name of UPA, the sinister organization that
foments terror in Angola. e

| saw them fall and thought if anyone talks about | »
NjNjnegoti ati ons NjNj or t raa
traitor. Because the soldiers and civilians who fought

»amu—q e Minoe
ToreceneC u‘,u ' Novemite 2000

2 570 e pwardsd  Movesiter 2000, 10 Ko (8 Begtan Mabnoisy, # now retred Brizen Arry Soacty
3 M Do, for guieriy 90025 SUING COMBELIn AlSartins 2019, He Sstdyed syuries durvig the Acton Lo S Lixch
Hatnr Yt 10 Pt Sre Tt arsprated It orer tn e 1 10 e it row Amies vath prochen

here for Angola to remain Portuguese are entitled [iaw remember fe 2473 mumbers of the SADF who geve thew Lives i serviee fo en
not only to moral solidarity but also to the admiration | = s i pered QF b 790 were killed wastion Lavwe Forsst
and recognition of all of us. _ South African Border War.
I've scars on my body and nerves this Strange | [ousos o bome: war o frey 76 A, 1968 1o ooty 215 barcs, 1%
1 . (23 yearn 6 morshy, 1 wowks xnt‘)ﬂn‘\)
adventure I've exp e r ience d NexXt 1 (i =
t he bush -NjMjeers NWj Mesn her el 273 | 100w
Congo, they call the Paratroopers.” (Journalist Of |[iasr: e ey —
Lisbon Dally) :':.::‘:“: s 7.36%
o & s o
o Aot scoidents M1 11508
They died to save Mucaba_ : Shaoting ausidents sty AL (acciental decharge) He_ Lo
Soldier Paratrooper Joaquim Afonso Domingues Traliing sccidents 151 BATN
Cipaio Lucas Quibet (Tribal Chief) ey [a o =
Driver Paulo Rosa Discwse o rmtucal cuvees Lo e
= o Suicide 2 2%
(Photo and graphic by Rui Manuel Soares) e p e e

Text by Pedro Castanheira
Info from the book BCP 21

qguum Afonso Domingues
oldado Pirn-quedisty 27 /RD

—‘J;Tﬁ‘ Para-quedista
' m'to em Combate

Editor: Accourding to our Roll of honour list, the first SA
Paratrooper KIA in Southern Africa, was Cpl A.L.
Broodryck, 13/04/1976, during Operation Savannah. So,
can we assume that Domingues was the first parabat in
history to be killed in Southern Africa? Vi
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SKILLIE

Bux Coetzee vertel: Skilie Human was
gestress die aand voor die aanval. Norman
Reeves en ek wou hom uit hangar vat oor hy
gesé het hy weet hy gaan nie terugkom.

In die Hercules was ons besig om chutes te
check toe diel oot s danti air
Toe gebeur dinge vinnig 1 die loots het die
vliegtuig terug getrek om hoogte te kry - my
6chute buckled was nog
my R1 toutjie los is nie.

Toe kom die groen lig aan - ons het teen
"angle" deur toe gegly, geval en uit, ek met my
kit houer op my skoot met RPG pyp en ammo
daar i n. Toe is ons
Cassinga en vlamme en die blitse van bomme.

Ek maak kit los en voel hoe my R1 uitgly
tussen my lyf en valskerm en sien hoe my R1
vinniger as ek verdwyn. Ek dryf oor die rivier en
sien bome en maak reg vir landing. Ek het as no
22 gespring maar weens my grote en kit gouer
hard geland as baie
saam met &én paar

Ek is blits vinnig oop en kry die RPG uit en
gelaai. Nou sonder geweer, skreeu ek vir my no
2 en 3 ouens met die ekstra rockets vir RPG na
my toe. Ons vorm toe O
Cassinga rigting, waar ons gewere skote hoor en
rook sien en ons is toe deur die rivier. Die rivier
was nie baie breed of diep nie, skat so 10/15 m
breed seker drie m diep, waar ons deur is. Net
oor die rivier sien ons die eerste ters van voor
aan gehardloop kom. Een het vir my gekyk,
omgedraai en ek van skok hom met die RPG
tussen blaaie getref, seker so 20 m van my. Ek
het net boots gesien |€, toe ons toe vorentoe
beweeg. Vermoed dis die rivier waarin Skillie
verdrink het.

Vrae - baie in my kop ingebrand... vandag
nog!. 03/05/2021

die dam i

Jim Holtzhausen en Bux Coetzee b y

ui

2
=

vV O
manne.

1

DIE ROL VAN DIE TENKAFWEERSPAN
TYDENS DIE SLAG VAN CASSINGA

Die rol wat die anti-tenkspan gespeel het tydens
die slag van Cassinga kon maklik in die
geskiedenis verlore gegaan het, maar gelukkig
sal hulle heldhaftige optrede verseker dat dit wat
hulle vermag het in geskrifte soos dié vir die
nageslag behoue bly. Aanvanklik was hulle taak
net die Ié van anti-tenk myne op die pad tussen
Cassinga en Tetchematete, of hulle met
gepantserde voertuie slaags sou raak was maar
net iets waarvoor daar in die beplanningsfase
voor siening gemaak is
moontlikh e i d . Vol gens di e
beslis gepantserde voertuie by Tetchematete
maar was daar nooit op
opgemerk dat die voertuie wel van posisie
verander het nie, dus was daar twyfel of die
voertuie in 6én werkende
Soos ons nou daarvan bewus is, was die
voertuie beslis diensbaar en het die Kubaanse
mag by Tetchematete wel besluit om te kom
inmeng in die geveg, weliswaar eers baie later in
di e dag, maar dat hul
invlioed op die grefeiteg ge
Die tenkafweerspan het saam met ons in
dieselfde vliegtuig gevlieg en saam met ons
gespring. Nadat ons die genie-kompleks gevat
het, het hulle terug gedraai en ongeveer vyf-
honderd meter met die pad op beweeg in die
rigting van Tetchematete. Hulle was veronderstel
o m duisend-meter met die pad op te beweeg
maar het glo as gevolg van die verkeerde skaal
op die kaart net sowat die helfte van die afstand

afgelé?
Die nege anti-tenk myne is toe in die vorm
van 6n AWO in die pad

langs die pad gelé of geplant en is alle tekens
daarvan gekamoefleer om te verhoed dat die plek
waar die myne gelé is opgespoor of gesien kon
word en die Kubane sodoende die plek in die pad
sou kon vermy.

Die volgende het di e
getrek om in staat te wees om die gebied waar
die myne gelé is met geweer en RPG-7 vuur te
dek wat 100% korrek is volgens die reéls by die &
van die tipe voertuighinderlaag.

Hi erdi e manne se eni
SWAPO of twee wat nou en dan daar rondgesluip
het en het dit hulle darem iets gegee om te doen,
nee hulle het nie vir die SWAPO die pad terug na
die basis verduidelik nie, hulle het die moer
geskiet en in die proses die dooies op die pad die
ewigheid in gestuur.
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Ek glo hulle was seker net soos die lede van
D-Kompanie maar taamlik teleurgestel in die
verloop van gebeure vir die dag tot sover en het
hulle ook dalk gedink dat hulle enigste bydrae tot
die dag sou wees dat hulle ook maar net daar
was, as hulle maar net geweet het wat hulle op
daardie stadium nog nie geweet het nie!

Net soos vir ons het dinge vir hulle ook later
beter geword, baie beter, veral toe daar skielik
vier of vyf BTR-152 voertuie op die toneel
verskyn, maar die voertuie het nie die pad gevolg
nie en sommer deur die veld langs die pad
aangery gekom, gevolglik het die anti-tenk myne
geen invloed op hulle gehad nie.

Volgens die manne het die eerste voertuig
ongeveer veertig Kubane en lede van FAPLA
gehad wat soos On
gehang het, die BTR-1 52 i s értuig looemp
het die spul glo hul wapens rondgeswaai en was
hulle baie opgewonde en uitbundig. Dié tipe
optrede het bygedra tot die gevolgtrekking wat
daar gemaak is dat hulle dalk gedink het al die
Valskermsoldate het met die eerste vlaag
helikopters onttrek. Groot was die verrassing wat
hulle gekry het toe die anti-tenkspan hulle met
R16s, LMG masj i end euwpyl
lanseerders aanvat. Die BTR troepe draers was
een vir een verwoes met groot lewensverlies aan
die Kubane en FAPLA se kant. Die wat die RPG-
7 vuurpyl aanval oorleef het is deur die
Valskermsoldate afgemaai soos hulle uit die
brandende voertuie uitgespring het, enige LMG
nommer een se droom.

Een van di e sogenaan
wer kl i khei d 6n BDRM,
weer gawe van 0 rvoertugT Ras
toegebou amper soo0os 6n

t ori ng emmn@sjiendeweerbin die toring,
maar voordat die wapen op teiken kon kom, het
die tenkafweerspan die voertuig met twee RPG-7
vuurpyle verwoes en tot stilstand gedwing. Die
tenkafweerspan het vinnig van die insittendes
ontslae geraak toe hulle soos rotte by die voertuig
ui tgepeul het me t behu
LMG span. Daar was wel van die Kubane-en
FAPLA lede wat daarin kon slaag om die eerste
aanval met die RPG-7 vuurpyl lanseerders te
oorleef en in hul poging om te ontsnap, het hulle
in die afsny-groep vasgehardloop, net om daar
doodgeskiet te word.

Dit was in daardie stadium dat die russiese
tenks wat baie stadiger as die troepe draers
beweeg het ook op die toneel begin verskyn het.
Die bedreiging van die tenks het nie veel verskil
van die BTR troepedraers nie, in die sin dat nie
een van die twee kon met normale handwapens
gestop of gestuit word nie. Die anti-tenkspan het
ook meeste van die RPG vuurpyle gebruik om die
BTR troepedraers te stop.

k1l omj

Dit was op die tydstip dat die vegvliegtuie
begin het om hulle te onttrek om betrokke te raak
by die geveg van veggroep Juliet wat toé nog by
hulle opstelpunt gestaan en wag het vir ons om
ons teiken op te ruim. Hulle en 32 Bataljon kon
dus nie begin met hulle aanval op die basis
Viétnam en ander kleiner basisse soos Eheki nie.
Terug by Cassinga het die verskyning van die
tenks egter 6n heel nt
geveg gegee.

SWAPO, die Kubane, FAPLA, Russe en

enige ander groep of kombinasie van
bogenoemde spul wa s ni
windgat paratroopers nie.

Vi r hull e het ons ka
rondte haal nie eers di

die vuurpyle vir die RPG-7 vuurpylrigters was
feitlik klaar. Tussen al die Valskermsoldate was
daar maar enkele vuurpyle beskikbaar. Die ander

probl eem met 6n t enk
ordentl i k raak s iuarpylnrei
6n tenk nie. I n baie g

een van die rusper bande af, maar die tenk is nie
buite aksie nie en kan die tenk nog steeds
aangewend word as oO6n sk
Die tenkafweers pan het egter
gehad om die tenks te stop en het hulle dit wel
reg gekry om een of twee uit te skiet en van die
ander tenks te beskadig, maar met die hulp van
die lugmag is die bedreiging gou geillumineer en

is die meeste van die tenks tot stilstand gedwing.
(FB Sampie Stofberg) 03/05/2021

- —
: —“____.,
-M

CASSINM@RIS CRUX
DEC%TONS

During Op R’eﬁﬁ'—‘% members were
rewarded with the Honoris Crux Decorations
for there deeds in the operation.

Two members of the SA Air force and
three Parabats.
e Major John Chuieh, 19 Sqdn
Major Andries Marais, 24 Sqdn
Corporal [Ye|VI ng‘lbfecht 3 Para Bn

H

Riflemen Dale PacKﬁam, 3 Para Bn
Riflemen Jacobtis-vd Merwe 3 Para Bn.
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1116475215495385&set=pcb.10158368260739624&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWXJ70sf2WFQFYLQGoKJp-senWRXSRwfbAC5KLpTNYL1SoSeFWLhlFIGmU5zXrNLoMWSBu06h9-JNEeMVjf_lz9xa-bZS1FplZpkw8PrN56Kgkgr1pT1n3avMdFsyVBs8CFMPrmFzJ8bP8SsjdVCT4gzhW2ExXmCKeDEnW-jchBNUyv4fzA33_zewWK6hzgNSVQUqJml59ODEFJ0QSLxSXq1TgYjn-ga7WNRI3IjNjmDg&__tn__=*bH-y1.g-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1116475215495385&set=pcb.10158368260739624&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWXJ70sf2WFQFYLQGoKJp-senWRXSRwfbAC5KLpTNYL1SoSeFWLhlFIGmU5zXrNLoMWSBu06h9-JNEeMVjf_lz9xa-bZS1FplZpkw8PrN56Kgkgr1pT1n3avMdFsyVBs8CFMPrmFzJ8bP8SsjdVCT4gzhW2ExXmCKeDEnW-jchBNUyv4fzA33_zewWK6hzgNSVQUqJml59ODEFJ0QSLxSXq1TgYjn-ga7WNRI3IjNjmDg&__tn__=*bH-y1.g-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1116475215495385&set=pcb.10158368260739624&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWXJ70sf2WFQFYLQGoKJp-senWRXSRwfbAC5KLpTNYL1SoSeFWLhlFIGmU5zXrNLoMWSBu06h9-JNEeMVjf_lz9xa-bZS1FplZpkw8PrN56Kgkgr1pT1n3avMdFsyVBs8CFMPrmFzJ8bP8SsjdVCT4gzhW2ExXmCKeDEnW-jchBNUyv4fzA33_zewWK6hzgNSVQUqJml59ODEFJ0QSLxSXq1TgYjn-ga7WNRI3IjNjmDg&__tn__=*bH-y1.g-R

Cassinga 4 Mei
vertel deur Majoor Hugo Murray, hy was die
kompanie bevelvoerder van die aanvals-
kompanie van 3 Valskerm Bataljon op daardie
dag, 43 jaar terug. Dale Pacham en Majoor Hugo
Murray se storie, soos vertel deur Majoor Murray,
Hier bring ek & ander Paratrooper ook in die
verhaal in, Hy was die Medic, Korporaal Paul
Engelbrecht.

Majoor Murray vertel sy verhaal wat begin
het op Grootfontein in die Hanger waar ons die
nag geslaap het:

o6n Il roniese
My een pelotonsersant het vir my kom sé dat een
van die troepe letterlik al sy kit op Bloemspruit
Lughawe vergeet het; dit sluit in sy geweer,
ammunisie, webbing, sy springhelmet, letterlik
alles! Ek het die troep laat kom, sy naam was
Dale Packha m, on | ang
met intelligente 0&. Die Sersant het hom laat
aantree en ek het hom
hoogte af en hom vertel presies hoe sleg hy is.

Ek het vir hom gesé dat daar geen alternatief
is anders as dat hy sou moes agterbly op
Grootfontein nie; hy sou dus nie saam met ons
kon gaan nie. Maar, shou ek hom toe, waarvoor
ek hom die ergste kwalik geneem het, was die feit
dat ek hom nie op daardie stadium kon vervang
nie. Ons sou dus met een man onder-sterkte
moes ingaan. Die outjie het letterlik trane in sy oé
gekry en my gesmeek om
wel saam te gaan. EK wou eers nee sé, maar
tussen hom en die
Ser sant a-planmaker ia die $AW!) het
hulle my verseker dat ek niks te vrees het nie en
dat hy alle nodige toerusting in die hande sou kry.
Ek het maar net kop geskud en gesé hulle moet
maar kyk wat hulle kan doen.

Ure later die selfde nag:

AiMaj oor! o, 6n fluiste
sit regop; is ons op pad? Nee, almal in die hangar
slaap nog. Dit is die pelotonsersant met Packham
by hom wat verleé apologie aanteken en sé hy wil
net terugrapporteer: Hier is hulle jou werklikwaar
terug met alles wat nodig is; springhelmet,
opvoukolf R1-geweer, webbing, handgranate,
ammunisie; letterlik alles!

Dus: skutter Packham was gereed vir aksie.
Waar hulle alles gekry
bly vir altyd.

Hoe ironies het die noodlot egter nie sy
afspraak juis met hierdie troepie later tydens die
operasie nagekom nie. Die res van die nag was
die slaap baie min.

Gedurende die geveg, Majoor Murray vertel
verder:

DALE PACKHAM

1978. H

g e b easgetind.n

skr at

Ser s.

Die volgende oombl i k
gekry van die peloton aan die linkerfront, naamlik
dat daar o0n sol daat er
korporaal Paul Engelbrecht, mediese ordonans,
opdrag gegee om te gaan kyk. Hy het uit die
loopgraaf gespring en vorentoe, na links,
gehardloop, terwyl die koeéls rondom hom fluit en
grondvat en hy tussen
Rukkie later het hy op dieselfde wyse terug
gehardloop gekom en weer in die loopgraaf langs
my gespring. iMaj oor o
geskiet; soos hy op die grond gelé het, is die
koeél van voor af reg langs sy nek binne-in sy

borskas in. Hy hoes bl o
AWie is dit?20 vra ek.
Die antwoord, Dale Packham! Ek sien

onmiddellik weer Packham se groot 0é terwyl ek
hom uittrap. AGaan hy s

AEK Vvrees so Majoor.
want die radio daar wer

Gaan haal hom daar uit! sé ek.

ifReg Maj oor oO. En Pau
weeroor die wal van die loopgraaf en hardloop
dieselfde roete. Later verneem ek dat hy vir Dale
Packham daaruitgekry he
roete afgevoer het tot agter die
hoofkwartiergebou waar hy buite die lyn van vuur
was en o6n dokter (daar
ons gespring) hom dadelik onderhande geneem
het. Vir sy dapperheid het Paul Engelbrecht die
Honoris Crux medalje gekry.

Die AK 47 koeél wat Dale Packham getref
het, is soos hy op die grond gelé het vlak verby
sy kop, het in die regter-nekholte bokant die
sleutelbeen sy lyf binnegedring, is tussen sy twee
longe deur, op een of ander manier rakelings
verby sy slukderm, hart én aorta, en nadat dit
slegs O6n punt van sy ec¢
onder sy linkerblad tot rus gekom.

Hy is daardie nag saam met die ander
gewondes vanaf Ondangwa afgevoer 1 Militére
hospitaal t oe en di e
verwyder. Wonderbaarlik het hy niks ernstigs van
sy verwonding oorgehou nie. Ek het hom later in
1 Militére Hospitaal te Pretoria gaan besoek en
toe ek by hom uitkom het ek in sy kamerdeur
gaan staan en hom spotten-derwys met amper!
dieselfde uitskelwoorde begroet waarmee ek hom
laas in die hangar op Grootfontein afgeransel het.

6n Brex gliml @9 befn
en hy het my voorgestel aan sy ouers vir wie ek
me t genoegdoening on h
vert el hoe O6n dapper se

(Verkry vanaf FB 03/05/2021)
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Kaptein Tommie Lamprecht en Paul Engelbrecht.

AND NEVER
FORGET

Decorated for his actions on 4 May 1978:
Rfn J.J. van der Merwe HC, 2 Parachute Battalion
SA Infantry Corps

HONORES CRUX
Secntd Tyge (5]
7y

Yoor Amgrded

wrh
Date of Acsoe an der Morws 1 J, KM
04 May T2 2 Paracnune Battahen

SA nfnty Corgs
SA Army

Riffleman Jacobus Johannes van def Marwe was
awarded e Monoris Crux for hés acBians and bravery
on 4 May 1578, during Operation Reindeer, when he,
2s part of the companies from 2 and J Parachate
Battabons that had jumped on OZs near the Moscow
SWAPO base at Cassinga, Angola, Torrmed part of a
stopper group that had bypassed the enemy camp 10
ambush any relreating SWAPO, Duning the attack he
constantly mskad his Ne to peotect his company
commander. He also (row frn 30 That s POSIBONS
could De noted. He never hesltated 1o advance and i
was his covering fwe that enabled them to take an
enemy Wench position. His actions won hm the
Homoris Crux, one of six awarded for actions on this
day. During the attack a bullst punchad & hole
through his helmet, but fortunately did not hit him. ¢t
has Doen reported that he died is a car crash
SOmetime around 2014, RIP)

www.warinangola.com/

Decorated for his actions on 4 May 1978:
Rin D.E. Packham HC, 3 Parachute Battalion, SA Infantry Corps

MONORSS CHUX
Second Type IHC)
]

Yo Awarded
wn

Dae of Action
04.May .70 Packham D.E. A
1 Parachste Sanalion
$A Intantry Corps
S8 Ay

fifleman Date Edwn Fackha 4 aearded the
Honons Crus for MNa achons and Diovery 4 May
1070, @uring Opecation Neindeer, when ha, a8 part of
the Companies froes Z and 3 Parachute Battabons thaet
hadt umped oo OZs near the Moscow SWAPQ bese st
Casamga Angols, Aghting Iheir way N the snery
tomp. DomBing Uenches and destroyng  strong
ponts, Meiped save 3 bady-soended friend, Rin
Kockman, whde under Tve. He noGosd hat e
PO Ieader, Wanianl Oficsr Ressss, was abho
wounded and penned down by heavy fee from a8
14.7mm heavy ast-avcraft maching Qun. Heodess of
ot OWn Aalety, I CROAARd Gpen QIound 30 & Belle
ixing poston, where he Brogght sffectres Coumnter
Twe on ™he machine-gun. That enabiod the wounded
Roeves 20 axricane himaal!. Pachham was 1hen M by
machine.gun bullets in the arms and chesl asd he
collapsed in the doorway of a . Rim Engeibescht
1an 52 hefp him, wnder heavy and accurade fire, an act
Wwhich aiss won hin Dhe Monarls Crux, one of s
awarthed for actions on thes day

www.warinangola.com/
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PUMA # 132

.".l‘l‘ i ‘. L ‘50
Stated on FB that this is the last photo of Capt Twaddle's
Puma, that was shot down with the 12 Bats in on
09/08/1982. Mupa Hills in the background.

Phillip Hulatt: 1 was on Ops Meebos 1982 alongside Bats
and 32Bn, at Base 9 outside Cuvelai when Capt Twaddle's
Puma with 12 Bats flew out and never returned.

5 RECCE REGT

5 RR 1982. WO2 Paul J. Els and Sgt Daniels (later WO2).
Readers will note that Els not wearing rank on the shirt, as
at that stage WO swore rank on the articulation on a
leather band in the unit. Daniels, in 1982, was the first black
team leader ever, who deployed with his team of 10 men in
the Marienfluss when he made contact with SWAPO which
led to Op Super. (Complete story in the book 4 SADF
Operation by Paul J. Els.)

2021

N
i

large banner draped on a east Belfast tower block,
in support of soldiers of the parachute regiment.

"A GOOD OLD SOUTH AFRICAN WW?2
STORY"

Jackie Moggridge (born Dolores Theresa
AJackied Sorour), was
officer who served as a pilot with Air Transport
Auxiliary in GB 1940-1945 and served with
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve in GB,
1948-1954.

The ATA #AThe Air T
was charged with delivering new and repaired
aircraft to front-line Royal Air Force
squadrons.

Jackie safely handed over 1,500 aircraft
during the war,( 200 more than any other ATA
pilot) and flew flew 83 different types during
her career.

She was
the age of 17 years.

Jackie was also the first woman in South
Africa to make a parachute jump.

Photo: IWM

South Afric

PHOTOS
REDUX YSe
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Three PTA Canopy members attended the Koevoet memorial on the
03/04/2021 and carried the PVO banner and laid the PVO cross.
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Mauritz Lombard
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, ‘ i - < Above: A Coy 1968. Attie van Niekerk;

Lood Pepler; Erich Lambrecht; Attie van Niekerk. Jim Holtzhausen en Colin Meano
o Below: Paul J. Els was invited to enjoy

lunch with members.

|
' Els; Erich Lambrecht; Attie van Niekerk.
| &9 -
'rl/' \ g s\ = ¥
v 2 .
= ' 5 . ’ ‘ (% £ r
¢’ &P ~ -

|

X
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Attie v Niekerk, Koos Human, Lood Pepler, Krige v Heerden, Erich Lambrecht, Deon Benade, Chris Pohl; Dirk vd Waal.
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MOTHS WINDHOEK 17/04/2021.
Nick Hayward, rooi Majoor Andre
Smit, Abrie Louw, André
Anthonissen, tydens die boek
bekenstelling van Nick Hayward
fi N enbg 6 D a gweat ops
Cassinaa en Daisy insluit.

Below: ANZ AC D gexzekl) is 8
national day of remembrance in
Australia and New Zealanders
fiwho served and di
conflicts and peacekeeping
operationso and At
and suffering of all those who have

served. o

<

w", 1

NN\

7

S

Johannes Conradie, 23 Apr Bloemfontein. ’ Above: ANZAC day in Australia. 25/04/2021.
\\/ \CEDAYIBelow: Andre Rix & Genl Chris le Roux on ANZAC day.

Commemorating ANZAC day with our cousms in Australla and New Zealand.
During the Gallipoli campaign they fought like lions, and still they were absolutely
slaughtered. The Turks, who were their enemies, fought just as heroically. This was
war at its ugliest. It started with long range artillery. It went to infantry charges. And it
ended in the trenches with men stabbing at each other with bayonets, and finally
clawing at faces with bare hands, and beating each other to death with rocks.

This beautiful ballad tells a story of that conflict, but it also tells a story that is
far older than the First World War. This story is old as war itself. The young men who
are sent with dreams of victories - to be maimed and slaughtered. And if they survive
- to be gradually forgotten. The last ANZAC soldier was Alec Campbell, who died in
2002 at the age of 103. If you listen to how the ballad ends, you'll understand why his
death was significant. May the brother nations always stand together during times of
dlfflculty In times of profound difficulty, family is often the last you can possibly rely

(Herman Labuschagne 25/04/2021)

Iy
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Westrand Canopy gathering at the Warrior
'Shellhole 29/04/2021 .
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Brig Gen Renier (Doiby) Coetzee
retired on 29/04/2021. Flanked by
Christo Roelofse and Tim Timmerman.




Roland de Vries and Willoughby Brits at the Stormsrive
during their presentation tour. 04/05/2021

13 Bats gathered at the Mukumbura Shellhole in Secunda
on 04/05/2021 for Cassinga day. (Gerhard Claassen.)

Bats display on Cassinga day at the MOTHSs in Port Elizabeth 04/05/2021
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GOLF COY 1979/80 REUNION
BLOEMFONTEIN 05/05/2021
57 it e

DAt . LT AN SN R

Golf Kompanie 1979/80 het op 8
Mei 2021 by Nico se Plaas buite
Bloemfontein hul 40 jaar retinie
gehad. Daar was 27 van ons manne
bymekaar plus wyle Lukas van
Vuuren se vrou, sy broer Dave en
dié se gesin.
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Here is Manie Grove adding
new names to our wall of
remembrance. Mike
McWilliams just looking on
what Manie is doing. From all
ourBatsiThank yo
Ma n i e€ditor. 07/05/2021

A COY 1975 OP SAVANNAH BATS GATHERING AT CHILLY SHELLHOLE, ROODEPOORT. 08/05/2021
|

Front sitting on the floor Kevin Vos,
Malcolm (Mallies) Wolverson, Dirk Ellis,
Des McGeer, Mike Johnson and Tobie
Moster.

Second row sitting with hand on knee
Andre van Zyl, Juilian du Plessis, Syd
Terblanch, Mark Coetzee, Johan Blaauw,
Alwyn Whitfield, Danie Blom, behind him
Willie Viljoen and Tommy Viljoen

Third row Hans du Toit, Reino du Plesssis,
Jabus Viljoen behind him Horst Giersch,
Freddy McCreate, Andre (Ollie) Olivier,
Neville Cooper, with Barry Ciliers in front
of Neville, Blacky Swart, Jan Bloem, Ferdy
Vermeulen, Aubrey Cronje, Buks van
Heerden, Sivvie Francke, Peter Koller,
Mike Erasmus, Johan Marais,Tony Wright,
behind him Natie Potgieter, Oliver (Ollie)
Bester.
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Heel bo links: Sivvie Francke; Danie Bloem; Johan
Blaauw; Blacky Swart; Julian du Plessis. Regs: Johan
Blaauw aan die woord. Links: Buks van Heerden en
Kevin Vos (Skrywer van Salute the Eagle). Bo: Jan
Furstenburg se vrou Susan ontvang sy Pro Patria met
Cunene gespe en Sertifikaat 46 jaar later van Johan
Blaauw en Mark Coetzee. Jan is oorlede vroeg in die
jaar, Onder: Deon Benade en Ferdie Vermeulen en
nog twee.

= = eSS

Die 45/46 jaar Savannah Reunle was gereel deur myself by Chilly Trench
Moth club Roodepoort vir ons @ond Brothers of 75 Parabatsden ons was
dankbaar dat ons 36 brothers van A Komp 75 en ons Bev Kol Johan
Blaauw wat vir ons ons Pro Patria met Cunene gespe Sertifikate kon teken
en uit gedeel het teenwoordig kon hé. Dan verder vir die brothers wat sover
as Namibia, Kaap, KZN en die Vrystaat teenwoordig kon wees. Salute to my
soldier brothers what awesome day and to the ones not with us anymore.
EX ALTO VINCIMUS Tommy Viljoen.
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Renaud Booysen, Paul J. Els, Johnny (Civvy) Francke, Oom Ronnie Claasen, Natie Potgieter, Alwyn Whitfield, Danie
Blom and Chris Correia, not Savannah Veteran.
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“The true
b e
fights not
' ‘because he hates
what is in front
of him, but

___whatis behind

&

7 Med Bn GP - May, 2021.

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT Page31




ETO R I ! “ -O'PfY*®4'/@L5‘/¥2:Q‘21

N W

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT Page32



IS YN -.‘v~ -

l '1!"' mﬁ" . '.L‘ S Oo-"

PR‘ 'E@R‘llA\ CA?"‘J@P MJE’MJ@)RAAL SE R‘\ﬂlJ@‘E

rovsfie

LN ettt o
fie

|

e
i .'-'Wl ”‘_l‘u '-u il

i 8
.

1]
i

iy
‘:N.m ]

2
. - ﬁ; 3;.-:

9 1" v'u"‘""lm'l' 1k

~33 g. v -

-——




’ HI 1“

til

" Koevoet vs Bats
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AEk het gister oppad Laeveld toe, gou weer by Fred (Bossie)
Boshoff gaan inloer vir 'n 2de vinnige kuiertjie & te hoor hoe dit
met hom gaan. Hy's in goeie gees, vrolik & opgeruimd & ons het
lekker gesels. Dit gaan met hom heel goed, hy bly nou by sy
pragtige op & wakker Moeder (al 84 jr oud) & Sister saam in
huis. Hy stuur vir almal, veral die Jun 78 - Jun 80 Bats inname,
baie groete!d Krige van Heerden. 18/05/2021

Below: Willoughby received the wine from the Cape on
19/05/2021 of all orders for it. 1 Para Bn 60th wine.

fos

e

Een van ons Pta Canopy lede, Johann van
Eeden, se seun het sopas vandag sy Britse
Para vleuel verdien. Veels geluk Johann met
die jongman se puik prestasie, welverdiend.
18/05/2021.

AW ETTEN 14 PARA
Mot ol cur e Epyriyreas TEnieg e adiag perve bl dess s
e pmalts wn o Nroie b Milnary Fieve taet sl 11 semtbiied

A meww BrAA Wbaary Radpe Wik Winge

fiAttended Remembrance Day for
the fallen here in the UK with the

fﬁOur together at The
The Australian SAS Association) to see

SA and British legion these are C-Sgdn Rhodesian SAS unveil their
some of the SA Veterans | met memorial plaque. There are a few Mats
especially a very lekker pathfinder in the photo (myself, Alfred Steel, Bill
Morne van Halen ...... avery Mullany) with Slade Healy, Johan Burr-
awesome day to catch up Morne Dixon, a few SAMVOAN's and a few
was 1 bin 87-88 intake if | British Paras. We also had Johan Meyer
remember correctly. o visit us from Br
22/05/2021 Pedro Sakelliou. Dave Stevenson 28/05/2021
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https://www.facebook.com/pedro.sakelliou?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVCq6B_asVSyh-kKdaQF_KCUxXzjKv5qVSnZCfuNozqQFL3MR1uXKyDrXZstHiigJO_8r6Qu_4cxwIjtgNfy6DaWo43xOHy5F7ONzt5e2TPdrv4eG0ovyQn5H-BnbqeC6m1IpzkR36Xv7gcgD9VW6ozP2sV9KZFLvykVO_8IQ21ug&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R

iNi ce to run into a tough
was referred by Saffers to do some work at an
elderly couples house in Los Angeles, got talking
and the old fellow told me that he was a parabat. |
was somewhat skeptical but the next day he pulled
out his 1968 jump course photo. Name in Allen
Miller. Mel Miller the comedian is his younger
brother. Also lots of photos of him in rugby team at
TUKS before army. Medical Doctor.0

Granger Korff 27/05/2021 FB
Below: Good to meet up with my A Coy buddies
after 53 years again. Thanks Kebin, Dave and Pete.

Attie van Niekerk 04/06/2021
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6They have slipped the
earth and danced the skies on
laughter-slivered wings.
Sunwards they have climbed and joined the
tumbling mirth of sun-split clouds.
Put out their hand and touched
the faceof Go d 6 .
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Hough 08/06/2021

BIG ANNOUNCEMENT
Announcement will be published in the next
issue of BATCHAT on a new Military museum
which is still in planning and to be authorized,
in Pretoria. GRENSOORLOGMUSEUM
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"ROOIPLAAS VETERANS HOST THE 60TH
" BIRTHDAY OF 1 PARA BN AND REMEMBER OUR
FALLEN

The past weekend, 5/6 June 2021, Rooiplaas Veterans
got together at Ni co Ben
Events) to commemorate t he
Birthday, as we | | as reme
was also a time for old comrades-in-arms to see one
another again, chat, joke and swap stories of days gone
by.

Nico Beneke and Naomi Haupt were excellent hosts
and certainly deserve a massive thank you from
everyone who was there. What a weekend!

Although the occasion was primarily for Rooiplaas
members, Nico opened it up to veterans from all service
arms, and we were pleased to see members of Special
Forces, 32 Battalion, 61 Mech, and others join us. Some |
members travelled over 1000 km to be there and soak up
the atmosphere and brotherhood only combat can give.

On Friday evening, | gave a brief overview of the
build-up to the sitwuation in
province. Under the watchful eyes of Chappies and
Marlene van ZzZyl, we were well catered for by the
iVaal bank Zui d Buurt wagbo.
people is no small task, and they deserve a huge hat tip.

Saturday was however the day.

It started with the traditional 2,4 km run - or walk and
even <cr awl for those who
Will emd and several ot her
memor abil i a. Even the f ame
to address us all and give us a small gift from her heart.

We were also given an outstanding parachute
display before forming up.

Then it was the parade to honour the battalion and
its fallen. Sakkie Marais shouted us all into a semblance
of a Obattalion on paradeq
the salute. The names of all those who are no longer with
us were shouted out by the men. Many of us felt our
tears close by as it was a moving occasion, especially
when Johan Leech laid a wreath on behalf of all of us,
and the | ate S/ Maj John La
for ALantieso.

Kobus Human gave a brief history of the battalion
which was founded in 1961. He forgot to mention the role
the sappers played in the
forgive him i this once! Then we toasted the Battalion
which had been a home to so many.

Nico finally got u s al |l into his
version) and we went through our drills and finally
shuffled out the door.

Late afternoon, some very brave men also decided
t o shuffl e i nto Ni cods p g
cold! I am sure | speak on behalf of everyone who was
there: Thank you Nico, Naomi, and all of the folks who
gave so much of their time and support to make the
weekend the incredible get-together it was. Rooiplaas is
a home to many of us who feel forgotten.

It was an occasion no one will ever forget!" lan van Lesuto

By Eeben Barlow 07/06/2021

Lyn v Niekerk & Annamarie vd Merwe
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Roelf Fourie collecting his wine from Willoughby on B =
05/06/2021. Oom Willie Meyer receiving his bottles of wine he
Bel ow: Roel fos bl a306/2802le gr an ordered from Willoughby 09/06/2021. He was on the
¥ 4 first official Para course with Koos Moorcroft in 1962.
Below: Hennie and Johan Blaauw. Date unknown.
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Bay Canopy AGM held on
Wednesday 09/06/2021
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NIGHT 11/06/2021

d b=

= -
i'

Echo '86 -'88. Johan Prinsloo, Jaco Smith,
Jannie van Niekerk, Riaan (Wessie) Wessels.

Wil l oughby

(_hmrm.m

\,"n:r -chairman

i
.*‘- 5" cretary

Sl <
f\«‘c mbe r:\l‘np
A‘id(lunml member

1
L, u-uplcd members

Mannsrmcntcommlttcc 2021-2023%
o

-DeonBenadé (83 18)

-Dik Conradie (77V)

-Naas Grové (7609)

- Attie van Nickerk (+7V)

- Dave Swanepoel (62V)

- Hendrk Bosman (77V)
- L)rrk vande \'\'.1” \.','0')\

delivering Koos

14/06/2021

Weens die invioed van die 3de vlaag,
moes die bestuurspan die beplande TB
komende naweek in Ermelo uitstel tot
verdere kennisgewing.

Die verkose lede het egter vandag
besluit om die rolverdeling onveranderd
te laat en 2 manne wat verkiesbaar was,
tot die bestuurskomitee te ko-opteer.

Hierdie span staan reg om voort te
bou op die karakter wat binne die
Nomad Canopy tot stand gekom het.

Deon Benede 14/06/2021

Willoughby and Roand. Happy fathersday to all. 20/06/2021
Right: Darem selwers ons Vadersdag in goeie geselskap met
goeie wyn gevier, met dank aan die PVO. Krige van Heerden.
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UIT DIE VERLEDE / FROM THE PAST

“DOWN MEMORY LANE”

G_ANDING IN PIESANGPLANTASIE 6

Kaas van der Waals vertel: Altesaam twintig
valskermtroepe moes gedurende Mei 1967 O r
demonstrasiesprong by die formele opening van
die nuwe Nelspruitse Ilughawe doen. Die
|l andi ngst r oodsangplargasie aan dien
einde van die lughawe en is nege maande vroeér
deur Lt Niek Visser verken toe die piesangplante
nog laag was. Die demonstrasietroepe was onder
bevel van Lt Jan Human. Ek sou as
veiligheidsoffisier optree met twee instrukteurs,
stafsersante Garbers van Aswegen en Pep van
Zyl, as afstuurders in die vliegtuig. Lt Jan (sy
bynaam was Popo die volgende dag) Delport was
in bevel van die Dakota wat ons van Bloemfontein
na Nelspruit geneem het. Net voor landing in
Nelspruit is die agterdeur verwyder. Ek het voor
teen die Vvlieenierskajuit gesit en die twee
instrukteurs het oudergewoonte in die stert van

die vliegtuig T nie vas gegordel nie i gesit en
kaartspeel metdie s ogenaamde tiihb
hul tafel.

Ek het die springers uit die vliegtuig
gekry en daarna gevolg. Ongeveer 200
meter verder het ons almal tussen die
piesangplante op die grond platgeval en
gekyk of iets gebeur.
ek die manne aangesé om terug te loop na
die vliegtuig en die valskerms te verwyder.

Toe ons begin beweeg, het ons skielik
stemme agter ons gehoor. Dit was die
vliegtuigbhemanning wat deur die nooduitgang
veiliheidshalwe nog verder van die vliegtuig
af weg beweeg het. Dakota Nr 6878, die
vliegtuig waaruit ek in 1964 gekwalifiseer het,
was afgeskryf!l Ons het afdraand geland en
die remme het gefaal. In Nelspruit was daar
vanwee beperkte ruimte geen plek vir
verbyskiet (overshoot) op die landingsbaan
nie wat by sy einde summier by 6 n &
met piesangsplantasies onder gestop het.

~ Kaas vd Waals

I n di e swaar geel houl
windmeters, panele en ander toebehore gebere
vir gebruik deur die veiligheidsoffisier op die
afgooistrook. Ons het mooi sag geland, maar net
voor stilstand i Hou s Wa nn evan die
boordwerktuigkundige gehoor.

Vi m oorablik was ons weer in die lug, maar
het snaaks afwaarts gehel en daarna het die
vliegtuig regop op Sy neus gaan staan. Die
instrukteurs, gevolg deur die geel kas, het soos
vrot velle voor my verbygetrek en in die
vlieénierskajuit oor die branstofbeheer tot stilstand
gekom. Ek het my verbeel dat ek iets ruik wat
brand T moont | i k 6 nEk betmeénhig rdyr
veiligheidsgordel los gemaak en opwaarts na die
oop deur gekruip waar ek die man naaste aan die
deur opdrag gee het om uit te spring. Hy het
geweier. Intussen het die res van die springers
ook na die agterdeur beweeg en het die vliegtuig
teruggeval en strukturele skade opgedoen.

Terny ek en Jan Human nog so Iangs dle
vliegveld tussen die publiek wat die opening
en vliegfees kom bywoon het, rondgestaan

het , het 6n aoa dielughawek
verskyn en reggemaak om vanuit die
teenoorgestelde rigting as ons te land. Die
vlieenier het ongetwyfeld die gehawende
Dakota in die piesangplantasie gesien en het
seker besluit om maksimum gebruik te maak
van die kort landingsbaan. Toe die vliegtuig
gereed maak om te land, sé Jan skalks vir my
dat dit 6n kwade dag
die SA Lugmag sal wees as die Dakota, die
veiligste vliegtuig in die hele lugmag, ook
probleme sou hé. Me t | andi
stofwolkie, wat heeltemal normaal was, onder
die vliegtuig se wiele verskyn.

Die wolkie was egter groter as gewoonlik.
Toe die vliegtuig & snelheid van ongeveer
30kpu bereik, het dit skielik deur sy regterwiel
gesak, regs gehel en
tussen die mense en motors langs die
aanloopbaan inbeweeg.
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Jan en ek het onmiddellik die troepe bymekaar gekry en
6n kordon om die vliegtuig g
want brandstof het uit een van die vlerke gelek. Drie klein
kindertjie het ongedeerd onder die slepende vilerk uitgekruip,
ma ar 6éKongadseshuursoldaat was minder gelukkig. Hy
is deur een van die propelle
baie belangrike personeel [BBP]-maodel en Brig Robb van die
lugmag en sy vrou, wat die dag se verrigtinge sou waarneem,
het waardig uit die beskadigde vliegtuig geklim

Ons het on di | emma geha
Bl oemfontein toe, maar di e |
Dakota Nelspruit toe te stuur. Uiteindelik is ons agter in
polisievangwaens [hooplik die eerste en laaste keer] - na
Barberton waar on Dak ot aKapn:

Ao yinevS®

Daanti e Lombar d, sel f ook -
springer en wat in 1971 in & vliegramp teen Tafelberg sou
sterf, Vir ons gewag het. C

Daantjied én sug Vv anSwaertlkiogpt
ander Dakota met &én burger ma
toe geneem.
ZET
!|

il
! ’U' ||]£

>
2
-
-

|\

N

EERSTE

Die is &én uitt rEERSTE DAARIMEL
vergunning van Kaas vd Waals. Boek beskikbaar by
Protea Boeke.

(N :
Sakkie Marais and Koos Moorcroft at the Maitland Hotel after the

freefall competition between 1 Para Bn and Special Forces in "
Maj Anton van Graan, die Weermag se Sportman van die
1980. (Wattapp.) Jaar vir 1976.
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Recce selection.

_ — o~

Conniev pavan DYK: 98

‘Martiens Verst@. Ffont: BEn Lobts;
nand Kr

1

Andre Diedericks HCS, Vic Victorino, Menno Uys and - aad B . %
Jose da Costa. - Swiss bo I?-:Pila;labp.% ‘

RENAMO troops was trained in Parachuting by Recces. Here receiving their wings from Orlando Cristina, Secretary
General of RENAMO. ALL PHOTOS ON THIS PAGE WAS TAKEN FROM INTERNET/FB.
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AMUPA MISSION, waar ek die eerste keer ¢ swart

Moeder Maria gesien het in die Kerko .
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This photo was received which show Col Jan Breytenbach
in the Ciskei with Ciskei uniform. No information or date
around this is known.

Kitted ous, from lefl to rig

sht Col B van der Linde,

Cndi AJ Schoeman and RSM

PJ Els. Photo_taken before the first mmp

How olien do you expect
w see your RSM and
vour Commanding O
cer plummet | 500 feet 10
the ground? Well it hap-
pened when Cmdt AJ
Schoeman and WOIL PJ
Els the leading team from
Northemn Transvaal Com

Gerbera newslett

mand Signals Unit, along
with Col B van der Linde
(the Officer Command
g OS School) jeaned
forces with the staff of 44
Parachute Bigade.

Together they made 2
jumps on 30 April w0

o WAL AERRe 2 e

fnf lhc Command

RSM Els stated that he
does not know ol any
other wnit (that &5 nol
directly involved with pa
rachuting) that has ac
hieved the same feat (or
should that be feet?),

Spon Parachute Course 7701 3- 14!1177
Front: Maj C.W. Bouwer; S/Sgt D.F. Dippenaar, Sgt C. du Plessis; Cpl E. Eayrs; Cpl J.W. Kruger; Cpl J.J. Grobler; Sgt W.H. van Ryneveld; Capt

M.Viljoen.

Middle: Seaman A.A.-Lister; L/Cpl J.J. van Aardt; Pte P.G. Redelinghuys; L/Cpl W.G. Janse van Rensburg; B/S T.V. Maree; Cpl T.U. Fourie; L/Cpl

S.N du Toit; L/Cpl M.G. Boonzaier; Cpl A.G. Ayrton.

Back: Pte E. Vermaak; Cpl G.C. Smith; L/Cpl B.J. Slade; Cpl. G. Hauptfieish; Sgt D.S. Lynch; Maj J. Blignaut (Course LR); Capt G.L. Botha; CPO L.

Henning, Sgt T.C. Eva; CO R.G. Millson; Cpl J.G. Beukes; L/Cpl C.J.S. Buitendag.

(W. Kruger)

Viar (voor): Birig AL van Groaa, Bevelvoerder van SA l.n‘riul.'.'m en hol
EGM. Alesander, Hoofinatrubtenr Stafdienatak  Agter JJ. Sodie
Hoofinmtrubteur Krygspeletuk en bol D.T. Falck ‘l.-‘m.r rukieusr Junior

Stafdienstah

Abovelright: This
Christmas card is that of
Attie Vorster to his
future wife. Note the date
of 1962. (Vorster).

AV ARE THOSE
WEO DDEAM DREANS
AND ARE WILLING
10 paY 1€ MICE
£ THEM COME TRUES
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fiHierdie foto is omtrent d maand terug geneem toe die klompie B8
makkers by my kom kuier het. Van links na regs: Koos Moorcroft, f
Dave de Wet, Bi Dewey, Trevor Floyd en die uwe Harry Porteous. Ek
hoef nie eers Koos en Trevor voor te stel nie maar laat ek net
verduidelik: Koos en Trevor was die eerste lede van die
verkenningskommando wat operasies gedurende die grens oorlog f
vanaf duikbote gevoer het. Bill Dewey was op daardie stadium & &
hoogs gekwalifiseerde duikinstrukteur en het saam met Koos hulle
hierdie tipe operasies uitgevoer. Nou die oorblywende twee in die g4t Henry Hauptfleisch checking a parachute
foto is Dave de Wet en myself: Dave was/is een van die beste in the parachute store.
duikbootbevelvoerders wat die vioot nog gehad het en was dan ook

diep betrokke met hierdie operasies. Laastens ek, wat dan ook hier

in pas as & oud duikboot stuurmano. Harry Porteous. 11/08/2018

; Kz

I/A fg

Top | eft: Stick
(Oberholser). Above left: Group waiting to jump I note the old smock with browns pants. Above right: Paranbats in
a Dakota (P. vd Linde). (Taken from the book We conquer from above by Paul J. Els.)
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