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WOORD VANAF DIE PTA CANOPY VOORSITTER

CANOPY KOMITEE 4 . WORD FROM THE PTA CANOPY CHAIRMAN
Veaor el e I h“\,\\-;j Hierdie 2de Bat Chat van 2024 en is vol fotos van gebeure die laaste drie
G Wamr sl oo Wial maande. In hierdie uitgawe vereer ons Kol Jan Breytenbach.

The Bat Chat is the official journal of the Pretoria Canopy, but also carries

Sekretaris: Wynand y.inerest of all Parabats worldwide.

Tesourier: Wynand We would like to welcome all the new Bats to the PVO which were
Gedenkdi enste: Roc canvassed atthe Kaplyn show.

Kommuni kasi e: Chr Remember all Bat Chats are available on the PVO Website.
Skakeling SANW: Kr In die laaste twee maande het ons 15 Bats afgestaan en ons betreur die

afsterwe van Genl Hans Moller, Kol Jan Breytenbach en ander. RIV
Ons wil net dankie se aan almal wat van ver gekom het na die Breytenbach
gedenkdiens. Dis verblywend om ou gesigte te sien van ver uit die verlede.
EX-AL-VINCIMUS

Gasvryheid: Johan
Wer wi Atgt: i e van Ni e
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"The tre soldier fights

not because be hates what

is dn fromt of M, Bist
bucause hw loves what iy
buhind him. " G.K. Cheaterfon
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INDEMNITY
We know readers will smile about certain strange events they read or see in
this newsletter. We also know readers will not hold the editorial board
< responsible for every statement! This newsletter is filled with very different
personal opinions of military veterans who write mainly just on their own
behalf. So, they say what they like.

- — VRYWARING

Ons weet lesers sal glimlag oor sekere vreemde gebeure wat hulle in hierdie
nuusbrief lees en sien. Ons weet ook lesers sal die redaksie nie vir elke
uitspraak verantwoordelik hou nie! Hierdie nuusbrief is propvol uiteenlopende
persoonlike menings van militére veterane wat veral net namens hulleself
skryf. So, hulle sé wat hulle wil.

WANNEER JY NIE HAASTIG IS OM TE VERGEWE NIE Wat beteken vergifnis dan? Dis Z beslut o z
0Jy moet jou vyandedila eWwat® jemu geloofskeuse 0 omiemand se oortredings nie teen hom of
Lukas 6:27 haar te hounie.Dis 2 opdrag van God. (
Die wéreld is nie altyd ~ Z mooi plek om in te wees nie. weet nie hoe erg dit vir my
Met CNN wat die wéreld in al sy smartlikhied na ons weet juis hoe erg dit is; Hy het sy seun wat elke
sitkamer en binnekamer toe bring, kan ons nie anders as oortreding van die mensdom op hom geneem het, sien
om bewog te raak oor alles wat op Gods aarde gebeur nie. sterffaan Z kruis 8sy seun wat self gt
Ons sien hoe die wreedheid van die mens nuwe afmetings vyande lief h ° en bid vir di e wat
aanneem soos wat mense mekaar daagliks op die 6:27).
allerwreedste wyse vernietig. Dis in tye soos hierdie dat Hoekom is dit dan so belangrik vir God dat ons moet
vergifnis byna 7 saak van onmoontlikheid word. vergewe wanneer alles binne in ons daarteen in opstand
Beelde uit talle oorloggeteisterde gebiede van kom. Om te vergewe is nie noodwendig Z onselfsugtige
onbeskryflike pyn en lyding laat ons sprakeloos. Daar gaan daad nie. Om te weier om te vergewe gee die persoon
nie Z dag verby dat ons nie bewus is van die skade wat of groep wat jou te na gekom het Z houvas op jou omdat
oorlog en misdaad in ons midde verrig nie. Wanneer ons die dit jou met haat en woede vul. En so word jy Z dubbele
wreedheid teenoor die weerloses aanskou voel ons soos baie slagoffer.
ander wat s °: 0 Bstig weesam te vargewe h ¢ Gebed: Here, leer ons omin  Z ongenadige wéreld waar
nie.6 Om sulke verfoeili ke dee diewetvan Z oogvir Z oog, en z tandvir Z tand geld,
onmoonlik te wees. Tog beveel God ons om dit te doen. die voorbeeld van U Seun wat ter wille van ons

oortredings aan Z kruis gesterf het, na te volg. Amen




The PVO website

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the
information you need on the organisation. Please
visit it regularly. Any paratrooper who needs to
know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be
helped from this website. New members are
welcome and existing members who are unsure of
any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries
there.

THE PVO ENABLEMENT
FUND

Essentially, the wellbeing of all Parabats and
their families is our primary concern. Many of
us are reaching the age where retirement and
redundancy become threats to our continued
welfare. Some of us have been suffering from
the strain of wounds and disabilities sustained

sNeem asseblief K e nth i during our years as so!dlers as well as suffered
- . after our military service ended. Others have
state beskikbaar i s
: . . : been made redundant by retrenchments or
vir besigtiging en Vi . : .
- : affirmative action.
ouditeure in plek om :
vir elke -senof vesp & o _ AII_th(_ese people need help and support in
L their daily lives.
NEW BOOKS MARKE T
Order from Pretoria Canopy a variety of books,
CDO6s and. DVDOGs

RENAMO

INCLUDED PORTUGUESE

FORGOTTEN HEROS

PAUL J. ELS

MANUEL FERREIRA | STEPHEN DUNKLEY

a1e ¢ BATTLE 7
ROOIPLAAS! AL
VASES AR &R ("\“I,NEA

VP et e St

ViR

SMi's Wi
_ ol
UOF/SADF

W

SR
FRUL ). ELS

Contact Paul J. Els paul@who-els.co.za

=g Order Paul books from epos@groep7.co.za
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FROM ALL OVER

I PRETORIA CANOPY VOORSITTERS JAAR VERSLAG

Pretoria is 6n toon

Enige organisasie is net so sterk as wat sy lede hom
maak. By PTA Canopy dra ons mekaar op die hande.
Dankie ook aan elkeen man (se vrou) wat ons verrigtinge
meeleef!

i Ons is trots op die
familie canopy is waar ons familie en gesinne welkom is.

Ons lede getalle het gesond gegroei in die afgelope
jaar. Na beraming ongeveer 30+% in die laaste jaar.

Ek wil weereens 6n baie
aan elkeen van ons lede. Daar is duisende manne wat
Afwat sou wou geeo om die
van hierdie besondere broederskap. Kom ons bou voort
hierop en maak 6én
buite. Kom ons bou ons handelsmerk sodat ons
nageslagte ook eendag so trots sal wees soos ons.

Spesiale dank aan ons komitee wat met
eensgesingheid saamwerk en persoonlike tyd opoffer
Daar word baie tyd en moeite agter die skerms ingesit om
sake te reel en te verseker dat ons Canopy goed opereer.

Spesiale woord van dank aan oom Paul Els wat elke
kwartaal die Batchat gereed het en so ons erfenis en
gebeurli khede vas
Parabat erfenis.

Pretoria Canopy poog om positiewe impak te bring
vir ons lede, maar ook vir die breér gemeenskap. Ons
teenwoordigheid by veteran gedenkdae en suksusse by
die Militere Dag met ij eug
samewerking by Kaplyn getuig hiervan.

Ek herinner julle aan ons PTA Canopy Doelstelling /

Purpose:

a. AiMaintain t he proud
brotherhood with an eagle's view on happy landings!"

b . AfHandhaaf di e trotse
broederskap met 'n arendsoogopgoei e | andi
Net om julle 6n idee te gee
die afgelope jaar:

xxii. 14 April 7 Saam kuier, BARS terugvoer en
fiKnow t he PVOo aanbiedin

oorhandiging

xxiii.  April Kaplyn musiekblyspel i op planke van
April tot begin Junie.

xxiv. 1 Mei - Pro-Patria Militere Fees (Jeug in die tuig)
XXVv. 7 May- Paratrooper memorial day - Oorlog
museum JHB

xxvi. 12 Mei i Andre Ferreirai 32 BN

xxvii. 10 Junie i Danie Blom en Tommy Viljoen saam
met Savanna manne aanbieding gedoen.

xxviii.  Juniei Medalje oorhandiging in Windhoek
xxix. Junie-3wekei Angolatoeri 4 PTA canopy lede
op toer.

XxX. 14 Julie 7 Lekker saam kuier met Kaplyn

geselskap asook Klub 50 oorhandigings

1 Anthony Modena

Y Bruce McLaren

1 Lourens Swanepoel
9 Willie Naude

aangewen

sp
Voo

ver skil in

| ° ydraH yir dn® \

uitnodiging
bejaardes 6 ) i n

6 Augustus i
van

Antieke mark op spesiale
pro-patri a museum

die tuig projek.
11 Augustus i Lekker saam kuier i canopy

bymekaarkom.

Augustus - 61 Mech Gedenkdag en SAP Tin

Gedenkdag bygewoon

iv. 2 September - Savannah Bats musiekdag en
kuier by VTH

v. 3 September - Savannah gedenk dag by VTM

vi. 6 September - Recce Experience i 7 Mediese
Bataljon Afriforum

vii.  Vrydag 8 September - RMVO'i Golfdag

viii.  Vrydag 8 September i Canopy byeenkoms -
met Tommie Lambrecht as gasspreker i Cassinga

ix. Saterdag 9 September - Ops Meebos gesprek
Afriforum teater

X. 17 September - Internasionale dag van Vrede
gedenkdiens

xi. 1 Oktober - Tegniese Dienste gedenkdag

xii. 7 Oktober - Pretoria Canopy i Dames oggend
(Met Johan Voster en Jacomien de Wet)

xiii. 13 Oktober i Canopy vergadering met Genl.
Les Rudman as gasspreker i 3 dae PT course.

xiv. 27 Oktober PVO NR vergadering en AGM aan
die Wesrand
PTA Canopy lede is goed verteenwoordig op die
NR.

1 Willoughby Brits i President

1 Wpynand Erasmus - Tesourier

1 Krige van Heerden i SANDF Liason

1 Jhacco Truter i Branding and Marketing

1 Chris Pohl i PTA Canopy voorsitter en Inform
ation and Technology

9 Attie van Niekerk i Nomad maar deel van ons
ook T Membership.

xv. 28 Oktober i Parabat reunie by Harties.

xvi. 10 November i Canopy vergadering met Genl
Doybe Coetzee as gasspreker en Kklub 50
oorhandigings.

1 John Higgins

I Tiny Liebenberg

1 Willie Meyer

1  Willie van zyl

 Robbie Steinhobel

1 Harry Kriel
xvii. November T Gedenkdae i Armistice day
xviii. 9 Desember i Skaapbraai en Jaar afsluiting
xix.  Februariei Valentynsdinee by Afriforum saam
Johan Scholtz en Pieter Koen.

xX.  Februarie - Pretoria Canopy Gedenk Diens by
VTM

xxi.  Maart i Spreker SW Fourie.

Di t is vir my &én voorreg
wees van hierdie uitgelese groep manne en hierdie
Canopy!

Baie dankie

Chris Pohl
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o’ I/ RICAN BUSH WAR LEGEND
THE RUTHLESS

B G/ BRIAL FERNANDO HCG Ny e

Many blacks served in the SADF and we find that many of them were good soldiers and had the instinct
to be a great soldier in battle. We find most of them in three units of the SADF, 32 Bn, 101 Bn and Special
Forces (5 Reconnaissance Regiment). One such man was Gabriel Fer nand o, who as a
parade ground soldier, but in battle there were not many that could be his equal. Not much is recorded of
individual soldiers, so to get information on any member, especially black, is a tremendous task. Research
work only can be done in the interview of members who served with such members.

Gabriel Fernando, from the Kunene Province in southern Angola was forced to go to school by his
strict parents, but the school held nothing in for him. At the age of eleven he ran away from home and for
the following seven years he worked at different places. He drifted north, joined the FNLA and trained in
Zaire. A few months after the outbreak of the Angola Civil War he and a few of his friends drifted
southwards and made contact with the South African Forces on the border of South West Africa.

He loved Angola and would fight Marxism to the end. In 1975 he joined the South African forces
and received military training. He participated in the on march into Angola and returned to South Africa
with the South Africans.

He enquired about his father and discovered that he was on the UNITA side. Through official
channels he met his father at Oshikati for the first time since he ran away from home. After that they kept
contact by post. His mother, whom he never saw, since the time he ran away from home, died in 1983.

THE FEARLESS

From 8 August 1980 to 31 January 1981, he distinguished himself on five separate occasions by displaying
a total lack of fear and disregard for his own safety in situations of mortal danger.

On the first occasion he and six inexperienced men advanced on a temporary base occupied by
the enemy. It was a temporary rest base in Owamboland. Gabriel walked into the base alone and talked
to the occupants in their own tribal language. They though he was one of them but they realised their
mistake to late and before they could re-act, he single-handed killed five and wounded one.

On the second occasion, he and about seven old Angolan team members walked into a terrorist

base.

He was in front and asked the terrorists how the operation was going and who the commander
was. One-stepped forward but a second did not trust this new comrade'. Gabriel noticed it and immediately
opened fired; killing one and wounding six.

After that he alone followed those that got away and drove them off.

On the third occasion Gabriel approached a group of eight terrorists at a water hole, leaving his section
some distance behind, and closed in within five metres before making contact. He killed one, wounded
two and the rest escaped. Not long afterwards on the fourth occasion he and a team of 12 members at
about four-o clock in the morning, approached to within 20 metres of thirty-three terrorists at another water
hole episode. In accordance with instructions, he was ordered not to make contact but call in the fire-force.
In the ensuing battle two terrorists were wounded and the rest escaped.

During firing Gabriel heard that one terrorist shouted that he was wounded and he decided to follow
him. The wounded carried a mortar and was assisted by his section leader with an AK47. He followed, but
stayed out of their eye sight. After a short while the two were happy that they were not followed and started
to walk slower and relaxed their guard. Gabriel surprised them and captured both.

On the fifth occasion he was in a force engaged in an external operation and was given the task of
silently disposing of two enemy sentries. On his own he crept to the target, but instead of two guards there
were five. He realised he did not have enough ammunition; he stood up and walked up to them and asked
them where they came from.

While he was talking to them, he pointed his weapon at them. When his team joined him, he
disarmed the five and they were lying on the ground. Suddenly firing started at another target and the
unarmed tried to escape. Gabriel and the team open fire killing three, one escaped and the fifth was lying
on the ground pretending he was dead.

Then suddenly he produced a hdanwetgweearmad@agbt ihe le'ws

jumped to one side and shouted to-tthe tteramqgr ibautt ftdr
pin out . Gabri el picked up the &r emoaudeh awid hp ushhee dw
cl osiefl yyyou amoeurti iy, owir | | bl ow your head of f".
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B CONCLU SIONS

On all occasions he displayed total disregard for his own safety and his aggressive calmness was an
inspiration to the other members of his unit Gabriel was awarded the Honoris Crux Gold decoration and

became the only Special Forces to be
the gold.

awarded the Gold. Only five SADF members were ever awarded

Gabriel left the SADF and became a member of the CCB.
Gabriel died in a car accident on the 12" of January 1994.

I 01 COLLEAV LA G

=] [ = I

OPERATION WALLPAPER (AKA 1
OPERATION WELDMESH

35 years ago. 7 Sept 1985 - 6 Oct 1985
Col Peter Gardiner (C130B Commander):
"RE Ops Wallpaper, something sometimes
forgotten. | feel | should acknowledge the part
played by the support personnel during the
conflict. As well as the tremendous efforts and
long hours of our 28 Sgn groundcrew there
were others that are seldom mentioned but
deserve our thanks. On the long range night
resupply ops the Puma crews, without
backup, had pre-positioned fuel dumps in
Angola to allow for our rescue if we went down
en-route. They remained on standby for all
our missions. Also what must have been the
most boring task of all was that of the Recce's
initially and later Parabats who flew with us as
our en-board jumpmasters/rescue team to
assist escape if we had to bail out. | will
forever be grateful to them all."

The SAAF played a very important role
in logistical support to the SADF Forces and
UNITA against a coalition of Cuban and
FAPLA troops moving in on Mavinga. The
SAAF flew 310 night flying hours transporting
mainly the Valkiri Multiple Launch Rocket
System (MLRS) and their 127 mm rockets,
ammunition, rations, and casualty evacuation
(Casevac) of the wounded. SAAF Lockheed
C130B Hercules, Transall C160Zand
Douglas C-47 Dakota (Skytrain) aircraft were
used.

Compiler unknown.

B 101ST AIRBORNE PARATROOPERS I

Stained glass window dedicated to the 101st Airborne
paratroopers in the church at Angoville-au-Plain, Manche,
Normandy, France.

This church, which served as an aid station during the Battle
of Normandy in World War Il, was tended by US Army Medics
Robert Wright and Ken Moore of the 101st Airborne, treating 80
wounded soldiers, both American and German, as well as a child,
with blood stains still visible on the pews.

Today, two stained glass windows commemorate the bravery
of the 101st Airborne Division and the American parachutists,
specifically honouring the two medics from the 2nd Battalion of
the 501st Parachute Infantry Regiment (101st Airborne Division).

I 01D You KNow i UK >

1

In the 1400s a law was set forth in England that a man was
allowed to beat his wife with a stick no thicker than his thumb.
Hence we have 'the rule of thumb.'

Many years ago in Scotland, a new game was invented. It was
ruled 'Gentlemen Only... Ladies Forbidden'... and thus the word
GOLF entered into the English language.

Each king in a deck of playing cards represents a great king
from history:

Spades - King David, Hearts - Charlemagne, Clubs -Alexander
the Great, Diamonds - Julius Caesar 4.

In Shakespeare's time, mattresses were secured on bed frames
by ropes. When you pulled on the ropes the mattress tightened,
making the bed firmer to sleep on. Hence the phrase.........
‘goodnight, sleep tight.'

It was the accepted practice in Babylon 4,000 years ago that for
a month after the wedding, the bride's father would supply his
son-in-law with all the mead he could drink. Mead is a honey beer
and because their calendar was lunar based, this period was
called the honey month, which we know today as the
honeymoon.

In English pubs, ale is ordered by pints and quarts. So in old
England, when customers got unruly, the bartender would yell
at them 'Mind your pints and quarts, and settle down." It's where
we get the phrase 'mind your P's and Q's'

Many years ago in England, pub frequenters had a whistle baked
into the rim or handle of their ceramic cups. When they needed
a refill, they used the whistle to get some service. 'Wet your
whistle' is the phrase inspired by this practice.

In 1696, William Il of England introduced a property tax that
required those living in houses with more than six windows to
pay a levy. In order to avoid the tax, house owners would brick
up all windows except six. (The Window Tax lasted until 1851,
and older houses with bricked-up windows are still a common
sight in the UK.) As the bricked-up windows prevented some
rooms from receiving any sunlight, the tax was referred to as
Adayl i ght robberyo! Now, ther e
nhr ases. I nterestina isndt it

1
f

1
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Gough island
Team with 7
Med Ops
medic member
-{ Johan
Swanepoel >
(Photo right
top right). ;
Left: Landed |
on the Island
= and left below [
last day on the [&%
Island. Gough
team no 32 I
1986-1987. ‘

Right: Gough ..
team no 13
1968-1969 with
Paul J. Els
| second front.

& Team back in
i Cape Town.

3 Das en baadjie
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The first parachute tower in
the United States was a 115-
foot-tall (35 m) tower in Ocean
County, New Jersey, built by
Stanley Switlik and first used
by Amelia Earhart on 2 June
1935. The 262-foot (80 m)
Parachute Jump ride at the
1939 New Yor k

(later moved to Coney Island)
was a parachute tower, though
the United States Army
parachute training centre at
Fort Benning had only 34-foot
(10 m) towers until 1941. Major
William Lee of the United
States Army, in charge of the
training of the first 48-man i
platoon of US paratroopers, :
saw the Parachute Jump ride
and constructed a similar
tower at Fort Benning. Three |g
further towers were later &8
erected. Each stood 254 feet
(77 m) high and had four |
armsd each of which could
hoist a single paratrooperd
that spanned 134 feet.

LS
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| EDITOR: This was taken from Military Despatch June 2024. This information which has

been debated extensively will provide information on losses during the borderwar.

COUNTING THE COST

In 1957 the New Defence Act, Act No.44 of 1957 was passed, merging the former
Union Defence Force (including Reserves), the Citizen Force, Commandos and South African
Permanent Force into the South African Defence Force (SADF), head quartered in Pretoria.

The SADF consisted of a permanent Force, a Citizen Force and Commandos. The three arms
of the SADF were the Army, Air Force and the Navy.

Later afourth arm, the South African Medical Services, was formed. In 1968 conscription was
introduced when it was decided that all white South African males would be required to do a
period of compulsory military service.

Note carefully the use of the word compulsory. It was not a request, it was an instruction and
it was backed up by an act of parliament.

Every white male who was a South Africa citizen or had permanent residence was required
to register with the South African Defence Force in the year that he turned sixteen.

Conscription was bett e r known as O6National Servicebod.
months and was then extended to a period of 12 months. In 1978 national service was increased
to 24 months. In 1989 national service was reduced back to one year The SADF was disbanded
in 1994 and absorbed into the new South African National Defence Force (SANDF).

While the SADF was never involved in any declared war, they were involved in combat in
South West Africa (now Namibia), Angola, Rhodesia (nowZimbabwe), Mozambique, and
Zambia.

The undecl ared war in South West Africa and
lasted from 26 August 1966 to 21 March 1990. A total of 23 years, six months, three weeks and
two days. The SADF took part in no fewer than 52 major operations.

In the 37 years that it existed, a total of 2,573 members of the SADF died while on active
service.

At f

Angol

Considering the fact that the SADF was involved

figure. Especially when you compare it to the American casualty figures during the Vietnam
War, another undeclared war.

The Americans were involved in Vietnam for 20 years. During that time they suffered 58,318
dead and more than 300,000 wounded.

The US had more soldiers killed in action (KIA) in a single year than the SADF had in 23
years.

Even ashort war such as the 1982 Falklands War between the United Kingdom and Argentine
resulted in the death of 255 British troops and 633 Argentinian troops. And this was in a war
that lasted just over two months.

Yet the figure of 2,573 SADF deaths is a misleading one. It would be easy to assume that
these people died during the Border War. This, however, is not the case.

In fact only 791 members of the SADF were killed in action or died as a direct result of
combat. That is only 30.7 %. So what happened to the remaining 69.3%? How did they die?

The shocking, and sad, fact is that the highest cause of death in the SADF was as a result of
motor vehicle accidents.

A total of 844 members of the SADF lost their lives in accidents involving vehicles, both
military and civilian. This equates to 32.8 %.

Many troops were killed driving home on a weekend pass, or while returning to their base
after a pass.

The driver of a Buffel APC would lose control of the vehicle and it would roll. It was a standing
order that troops travelling in the back of the vehicle had to be wearing their seatbelts.

Of course some didnét and they would pay the

The next highest cause of death was as a result of aircraft accidents. These were not as a
result of damage to aircraft during combat, but accidents. Many of these accidents took place
during pilot training. 241 people died in aircraft accidents.

A total of 236 SADF members lost their lives in shooting accidents. It was not uncommon for
there to be accidental discharges (AD). In the majority of cases no-one would be injured.

cons
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This was not, however, always the case. Troops shot either themselves or someone else as
aresult of an AD.

Naturally other accidents occurred on afrequent basis. People would be electrocuted, struck
by vehicles, fatally injured in falls. More than a few died in parachute accidents. 151 people died
as aresult of accidents.

Another cause of death was drowning. This could have been as a result of trying to cross a
river, being caught in a flash flood, or even drowning in the base swimming pool. 97 people
died from drowning.

Accidents with explosives resulted in 89 deaths. A mortar bomb falling short during a live
fire exercise, troops playing with a hand grenade - these were just some of the causes.

A total of 85 people died as a result of disease or natural causes. These included heart
attacks, strokes, asthma attacks and so on.

According to the official records, 24 members of the SADF committed suicide while on active
service.

Finally, 15 members of the SADF were killed by wild animals. These included crocodiles,
hippo, and elephant.

The unit that suffered the most casualties as a result of being killed in action was not an
SADF unit. It was in fact a police unit.

The South West Africa Police Counter-Insurgency Wing:

Ops-K Division, better known as Koevoet, lost 127 men killed in action.

The SADF unit with the most killed in action was 32 Battalion. They lost 100 men in battle101
Battalion (SWATF) suffered 75 killed in action while 202 Battalion lost 44.

61 Mechanised Battalion Group, better known as 61 Mech, took part in numerous cross-
border operations during the Border War. They lost 37 men killed in action.

Another unit that lost 37 men was 4 South African Infantry Battalion (4 SAIl).

5 Reconnaissance Commando (later 5 Reconnaissance Regiment) lost 33 men.

Below are other units that lost 10 or more men killed in action.

A 5 South African | nfi@adht
A 201 Baeg 2 aBaraohute Battalion i 21
A 1 SpecisBattaBmm(1\SBR)e21 A
Battalioni 21 A 1 Reconnai ssa
Regiment i 20 A 6 South Af

Battalion (6 SA)Ti 16 A 8 South Al
Battalion 8SANi 16 A 1 South Af
Battalion (1SA)i 14 A 3 Sou Infhntrwi
Battalion 3SA)i 12 A 2 South AfljEss
Battalion 2 SAl)i 10 A Griold.p 34 ' /
/' W e cduiaty was
*Authors note: Please note that the figures used ( oS er e
in this article are taken from the official figures /

given. The total number of deaths may have }§/ o T
been higher. Qur duty is to
It also does not take into consideration those

wounded, disfigured or permanently disabled.

Nor those that suffered from psychological

effects. remembperx.

effects.
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ONS WAS DAAR

Gedurende 1974 het Alpha Komp 1 Valsk Bn onder
leiding van Maj Jakes Swart by die SAP oorgeneem
by Singalamwe Basis naby die Kwando Rivier. Charl
Naude was die Peleton Bev en ek die Pl Sers. Ons
peloton het menige keer sonder toestemming die
grens gekruis en in Zambia gepatroleer. Ons wou net
Terrs skiet.

Later dieselfde jaar (1974) het ek en Charl met
ons peloton Paratroopers in Angola gespring en by
Kmdt Jan Breytenbach en sy Recce Span aangesluit
waar hulle besig was om ongeveer 70 SWAPOQO's te
jag.

Ons is getaak om die spoor te vat en te volg. Vir
3 dae en nagte hardloop ons op die spoor. Die Recces
ontplooi vorentoe met hulle Sabres om SWAPO voor
te |é by die Luiana Rivier kruisplek. Charl het gereeld
die rigting waarin SWAPO hardloop vir Kmdt
Breytenbach deurgestuur. Di e
voor die Recces by die verwagte kruisplek oor die
Rivier. Volgens Dewald kon die spore nog duidelik in
die vlak water gesien word terwyl die water die spoor
bedek. Closel!

Vroe™r in dieselfde opger
gesterf. Dit was 23 Junie 1974. In die Recce Groep
was oa. Maj John More, Koos Moorcroft, Dewald,
Yvor Floyd, Kenaas Conradie, Fred Zeelie, Anton
Reti ef, Chris Hildebrand,

Hierdie valskerm ontplooing was die Eerste van
1 Valsk Bn in Angola. Na hierdie operasie het ek en
Charl besluit die Recces is die plek om te wees.
Frans van Dyk. (WA)

1976-1977 "
astate 1 Parachute Battalion

|\ 1979-1981 B-Company Reunion —
a5t 16 August 2024
Old Johannian Club - Johannesburg

Harble Pos and Herman Market have the distinction of having sarved togather
in B Company for five intakes, a peniod of esght and a half years logether
unintarruptad.

We are hosling @ unique Reunion for these five companies 1o calebrale our
mamorias end honour those who are no longer with us. It will be an svening 1o
remember and offers a chance to share memories across Compames,

The MC for the evening will be Lt Col Herman Morkel. Our Guest Speaker is
Brig Genl McGill Alexander who also Commanded B Company during this time
and Lt Col Herbse Pos will be in altendance.

The occasion will be a semi formal event, with the dress code being dark
trousers, and a special golf shirt which will be provided to all attendees at the
venue. Wa will be unveding cur B Company Colours which will be blessed by
the Reverend Gareth Jones an old Paratrooper himself,

evaning shortly, In a further notification.

We are finalising a budget and will provide you with the cost and details for the ’
@YOL [ ==

Please diarise the date 16 August 2024 from 18h00 untd 2300,

We hope (o see as many of you as possible,

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT 2/24 Page 12




At du Preez en Frik Tereblanche in Mozambique anderkant

Xai XaibyEast Africa Saris. At me
en Frik met 2 barracudas. 04/04/2024
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iy o R EARS o Paoare L S ' Left: 25/04/2024 Attie,
Mick and Manie names
on wall.

Right: Handing over

4. Sl the crown to HRH

. N\ o Raymond Kramer by
— . - his subject WW,
i (e gl guarded by his two

H8 henchman Glenn

: A =Y Lambert and Wessel
N ' Ingram. 25/04/2024
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; KZN PVO TACKLES THE CAPE TOWN CYCLE TOUR 10/03/2024
Five members of the KZN Canopy recently completed the 2024 Cape Town Cycle Tour. Dressed in their
KZN Canopy PVO cycling kit, they stood out among the participants, drawing numerous compliments
from fellow riders and spectators. Their presence also captured the attention of fellow Bats who were
cheering from the side-lines. This is the fourth consecutive year in which various members of the KZN
Canopy have all travelled to Cape Town and participated in this event.

z =< g !
Happy to be finished are from left to right: Paul Engelbrecht, Hayden Bam, Andre van Staten, Steve Camp and George

de Beer.

SANI2C MOUNTAIN BIKE RIDE 10/03/2024

KZN Canopy members George de Beer and Steve Camp recently completed the three-day Sani2C mountain bike
ride, celebrated as the world's largest three-day MTB event. The challenging course begins in the scenic foothills
of the Drakensberg at Underberg and culminates three days later at the coastal town of Scottburgh. In this special
20th-anniversary edition, George and Steve demonstrated endurance and teamwork, a requirement of the race
which must be done in pairs. Notably, George is one of only three riders in the history of the Sani2c who have
participated in all twenty races, a testament to his dedication and resilience. This year marks the fourth time that
George and Steve have tackled this demanding adventure together.

"Completing all 20 Sani2C events has been an incredible journey,"” said George de Beer. "Each race brings its own
challenges, but the camaraderie and the breath-taking scenery make it all worthwhile. Participating with Steve for
the fourth time has been especially rewarding. It's not just about the race; it's about the friendships and memories
we've built along the way."

Left: Despite being raced from the Berg to the coast there are plenty of gruelling up hills. George de Beer left and
Steve Camp take a break in the Vernon Crookes Nature reserve. Right: Finished and all smiles left to right: George
and Steve, are with KZN PVO and KZN Airborne Riders stick leader Johann Le Roux together with KZN PVO Patron
Paul Engelbrecht who came along to show support at the finish line.
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SYDNEY SAMVOA CONTINENT IN THE ANZAC PARADE 27/04/2024.
RSM Dave Curry (1 Med Bn) and Tony Venter (44 PARA) Right: Wayne Hollow, Clint Kumm, Nic Laubscher, Dennis G
Davey, Heinrich Saayman, Viv Collard, Sean Long, Tonie Venter and Marius Neser.

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT 2/24 Page 22




==

Page 23




CANOPY
27/04/2024
Praatjie oor
Cassinga

M MIL FEE

- s

! N, A
Tinv; Johan; ??; Chris; Attie




h
\

Paul; Annelie; George Richter.
Onder: Kaplyn 04/05/2024 Chris; Natie; troopie; Alwyn Whitfiled; Paul
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INVITATION TO
PARATROOPER MEMORIAL AND CASSINGA DAY
PARADE

Sanday Sth May 2024 at 10:00 for 10:30

At the Museam of Military History,
Saxonwold, Johannesburg

Dress Code:
Associstion Blszer and Tie, Beret and Medals
Ladles: Smart Casual

Wreathlzyers to present their Wreaths fo the Wraath
Table by 09:30

Attending Ladies are requested fo bring a plate of
sals (swoet or savou 2' o be enjoyed with tea and
coffee di after the Parade.

We will then gather ai Steel Heleet Shellholo, Car
20d Ave & 16th St
Panidwarst, Johannesbarg.
Cash Bar available.

Laoking ferward to seeing you there,
PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT




BO: Paul J. Els; Japie Keet; Chris PohIKAPLYN 04/05/2024 Middel: Doompie Keet verjaar 90 jaar oud.
Geluk. 06/05/2024. Regs: Cassinga parade teSecunda. 5/5/2024
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KAPLYN 11/05/2024 Bo regs: Wynand met ouers en familie. Onder links: VD Spuys loer in by Kaplyn. Paul; Olla;
Klein Sybie; Willoughby; Chris. 12/05/2024 Regs: Willoughby, Koos Moorcroft, Chris.

eY
A3

| he s
w X 4 . v, 0 3
i ol . - - =] o . e P

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT 2/24




Dankie aan alle rol spelers, wat alle veterane vereer met
hierdie besonders e en geskiedkundige musiek blyspel.
Hierdie was ons blyk van waardering aan die Kaplyn span.

Wa t O6n spesiale ge
met Die Kaplyn Musiekblyspel en die
PVO en Veterane van verskillende
korps wat bygewoo n is van heide en

; verre. oOon o0 Dankie
‘s wat oOn stukkie wvan
'aﬁg_ vertel en wat deur die generasies

! wat kom langs die mure van

{ herinneringkansé - 0 Ons was
Annelize Brits
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BOODSKAP WAT OOR DIE KLANKSTELSEL GESPEEL WAS

Dames en Here, ditisvironsa s veterane O6n voorreg om by die Afriforum Teat

in die sitkamer te kan kom sit en terug gevoer te word op O0n
het ons op 6n wipplank rit van emosies geneem.

Ons gedagtes is d ekades terug gevat - ons herinneringe diep gaan uitkrap sodat ons dit weer kon onthou,

beleef & en herleef, so asof dit gister gebeur het.
Ons harte is werklik op 6n baie spesiale manier aangeraak.
Die Pretoria Canopy wil namens die Parabat Veterane Organ isasie en alle veterane asook ons families, al die

rolspelers wat bygedra het om hierdie fantastiese produksie op die planke te bring - bedank.
Daarom wi l ons aan el keen van die span 6n rooi Papawer aans
Die rooi papawer blom, of soos ons veterane daarnaverwys OO0 Poppy pindé is On internasio

ons herinner aan ons makkers wat hulle lewens gegee het in die stryd.

Die OPoppy pindé het sy oorsprong gevind gedurende die eerst
6 n delaglby Ypres in Belgi€, waar papawer blomme binne enkele dae na die veldslag tussen die grafte van
gestorwe soldate opgekom het.

Dit het Kolonel McCrae bewsdgq drh ainnd egrédis Affikabed vedsaideyweede
vers - lees as v olg:

Ons is die Dooies.

Dae gelede het ons geleef

die dagbreek en sonsondergloed beleef.

Was bemind en was verlief,

nou |é ons in Vlaandere se velde
Dankie dat julle ons Veterane onthou wat gedien en opgeoffer het vir ons land.

- Ons eer die nagedagte nis van al ons makkers wat hul lewens in diens van ons land gegee het.

- Ons eer elkeen se toewyding en moed, en ons is ewig dankbaar vir hul diens.
Ons dank die Kaplyn span vir -

- Die erkenning wat julle gee aan alle veterane se bydrae in die grensoorlog

- Erkenning aan die families wat geliefdes moes stuur vir die saak

- Erkenning aan die makkers wat nie terug gekom het nie.

Ons oorhandig ook aan julle el keen 6n o0Dankie Tannie Sakki e
herinnering sit, virjou k i nder s kan s°: oOKyk hier! Dit was die Kaplyn Mus
ont hou! Ons het hulle storie vertel.o

Binne hierdie dankie tannie sakkiedd is paar simboliese ite

-06n Gi deond 9 Sky waedke goldaat wat diensplig gedoen het ontvang het. Want God 6
is 'n lamp vir my voete en 'n lig op my pad'
-6n Tannie Mossie Kaartjie met 6n 1 sent stuk

-6n Vol kl eur, spesiale Uitgawe van die Kaplyn BatChat tyds
- 0n Si mbol-iMarblee 6 Bitf simiboliseer die fisiese, uitmergelende marble waarmee troepe geoefen
het. 6n marble het die troepe aanhou, vasbyt, stamina en u

- Kougom, want dit maak die smaak van Malaria pille beter, maar leer jou ook om vas te byt!
- 6 n Kat ® want sjokolade maak mos alles beter!
- bDaar is ook ©on afskrif van die oorspronkli ke Suiderkruif f
-Laastens dn oorspronkli ke handgeskrewe gedig van dn skool
Dankie vir jou bydraeo m:
- Die Evangelie uit te dra deur die kunste
- Ons volk se geskiedenis onbeskaamd te vertel en geleentheid skep om daaroor te praat.
Ons dank elkeen en salueer julle vir julle diens en die uithemende wyse waarop julle ons veterane se storie
vertel!
Sodra die oorhandiging afgehandel is, gaan ons almal saam die Lied sing wat oorhoofs sal verskyn.
Ons vra alle veterane wat hier teenwoordig is, ongeag van jou korps of eenheid waar jy diens gedoen het,
om na die sing van die lied, saam  met die Kaplyn span'ng roepfoto op die verhoog te kom neem.
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Qu alified as Jump Master getrback drnethls(bnrd?agam(}mjurmptfromvapelfectty@ood D
Day Veteran aircraft with the airborne family. Granger Korf. 21/05/2024
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Col Olla van der Spuy retired from the SANDF on
31/05/2024.

Regs en onder. Begrafnis diens van Genl Hans
Moller 31/05/2024 Lees bladsy 54.
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