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 WORD FROM THE EDITOR 

NEXT PTA CANOPY MEETINGS 
WILL BE GIVEN WITH JUNE BATCHAT 

We don’t have to elaborate on the epidemic that we are experiencing 
- the Corona virus.  It has made us all stand more together and nearer 
to our Creator.  

As we all know that all our meetings and memorial services were 
cancelled and gave each one of us the time to go into some 
memorable trips in the past at home. 

This why the Batchat was started, to take everyone onto a memory 
trip and give you the opportunity to relate your story of your 
experiences as a Bat.  

We would like to remind the readers that we also place news from the 
current Parabats as they are also Bat brothers. 

Only one tribute to our General General Viljoen will be published in 
this issue; as a special addition has already been done. 

UNLESS YOU'VE BEEN A SOLDIER 
 

Unless you've been a soldier 
You just won't understand 

The things that we have seen and 
done 

In service if our land 
We have trained to live in combat 

To cope with awful sights 
That shouldn't be seen by anyone 

And keep you awake at nights 
 

We don't discuss the wounds we 
have 

To the body or the mind 
We just put our hurts behind us 
And turn our memories to blind 

We are proud we served our 
country 

And remember those we lost 
They paid the awful cost.  

                                Clive Sanders 

 

“You are confined to 
barracks for April – 
Hoor jy my troop!!!” 
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The PVO website 

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the 
information you need on the organisation. Please 
visit it regularly. Any paratrooper who needs to 
know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be 
helped from this website. New members are 
welcome and existing members who are unsure of 
any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries 
there.   

PVO APP 

Go onto the Android or Apple store, search for 
Parabat Veterans Organisation and download the 
PVO app on your mobile device. Paid-up PVO 
members have  access to premium information 

and additional benefits. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Administration 

#Neem asseblief kennis dat die finansiele 
state beskikbaar is vir enige opbetaalde lede 
vir besigtiging en vrae. Ons het strukture en 
ouditeure in plek om verantwoording te doen 
vir elke sent wat ge-in of spandeer word. 

 Marked 
Order from Pretoria Canopy a verity of 

books, CD’s and DVD’s 

 

THE PVO ENABLEMENT FUND 

Essentially, the wellbeing of all Parabats and 
their families is our primary concern. Many of 
us are reaching the age where retirement and 
redundancy become threats to our continued 
welfare. Some of us have been suffering from 
the strain of wounds and disabilities sustained 
during our years as soldiers as well as 
suffered after our military service ended. 
Others have been made redundant by 
retrenchments or affirmative action. 

All these people need help and support 
in their daily lives. 

This support is not happening to any 
great degree and the PVO aims to, over time, 
rectify this. 

 

 

PelsA Boeke 
Kontak Paul J. Els oor sy boeke 

paul@who-els.co.za of bestel vanaf 
epos@groep7.co.za 

 

PVO APP 

MEMBER BENEFITS 
Emergency/Panic button - Get Paratroopers in 
your vicinity to assist when you have an 
emergency.  

Access to the Parabat Heritage Channel - News, 
Videos, sound clips, pictures and much more. 
An ever-growing repository with old and new 
media recordings  

• PVO Projects - Status, news and updates  

• Access to Employment opportunities  

• PVO Enablement Fund  

Die PVO beleid is om alle Parabats in te sluit - 
“ELKE MAN TEL!” 

Ons is almal deel van 'n uitsonderlike groep 
“volunteers - with the guts to step out of the 
aircraft door".  
Alle Paratroopers word aangemoedig om die 
APP af te laai en benut.  
Vir enige tegniese probleme kontak - 
Chris.Pohl@parabat.org.za 

BOOKS 

The 2019 Batchat is available 
from Preoria Canopy. A must in 
all Bats book collection. 

Die Recce boek We fear 
naught but God is nou 
beskikbaar met 60% 
afslag, solank voorraad 
hou. Prys R200. 

http://www.parabat.org.za/
mailto:paul@who-els.co.za
mailto:epos@groep7.co.za
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LETTERS AND MESSAGES 

21/03/2020 

Good to see the Outbback Canopy 
getting some mention Dave.  
Some good articles and huge 
amount of news, a great news 

letter. Chris Beath. 21/03/2020 

Boodskap vanaf Gerry Steyn, oud 
Bev 3 Valsk Bn van uit Duitsland: 
Baie baie dankie vir die Bat Chat! 
Dit is uitsonderlik goed gedoen! 
Hou so aan!!! 
 23/03/2020 

Remark on the Super Frelon by 
Doug Fairfield: Loved doing our 

free fall jumps out of the Frelon. But 
other than that, in the bush at high 
altitude and hot temperatures, no. I 
remember being in the last wave to 
be lifted out of Cassinga, the shit 
was hitting the fan with Cubans all 
around us and as we boarded a 
Frelon in one door the flight threw us 
out at the ramp. It couldn’t lift more 
than 10 loaded troops. I eventually 
found a loaded Puma and the flight 
pulled me in and the pilot lifted off 
with rotor blades touching the trees. 
Later we counted 16 troops and 3 
crew in that chopper, give me a 
Puma in a tense situation anytime, 
with owe the boys in those Pumas 

Read Aanval op Cassinga page 7. 

GENERAL CONSTAND VILJOEN 
 
A legend in the SADF and a qualified paratrooper, General 
Viljoen was a strong and sometimes controversial figure. He 
took over as Chief of the Defence force from Magnus Malan in 
1980, shepherding South Africa to majority rule without any 
disruption by more conservative soldiers and organisations. 

Genl Viljoen went on to found the Freedom Front Party 
after retiring from the SANDF in 1986. 

Genl Viljoen began his military career as an artillery man 
after study at Pretoria University. 

He became OC Artillery School in 1966, OC Army 
College in 1968, Chief of the Army in 1976, Chief of the 
Defence Force in 1980 to 1985. 

He was one of the oldest soldiers to have obtained his 
wings at 1 Parachute Battalion and this was partly because he 
was a fitness fanatic all his life. His nickname, Stofstreep was 
due to his boundless energy and the line of dust he left in his 
wake. 

Genl Viljoen had five children, 4 boys and a girl and was 
married to Christina Susanna "Ristie" née Heckroodt. 

Genl Viljoen was the recipient of many awards and 
decorations, Star of South Africa. 

Southern Cross Decoration 
South African Police Star for Outstanding Service 
Southern Cross Medal 
Military Merit Medal. 
Order of the Cloud and Banner with Grand Cordon 

(China) and he was perhaps fondest of his Parachuting wings 
which he always wore proudly on all occasions. 

He attended the Paratrooper 4th May Memorial 
celebrations a number of times, the last being 2018 when he 
gave his last public speech, fittingly about the duty of all 
soldiers to serve the government of the day at all times. 

Genl Viljoen had a reputation of being a fighting general 
and involved himself in frontline actions whenever he could. 
He flew into the battle of Cassinga by helicopter and made it 
out at the last minute in one of the last choppers to leave the 
LZ while under fire from Cuban armour. 

The great banqueting hall of “Valhalla” will ring to the 
sounds of revelry tonight when Constant Viljoen is welcomed 
into the brotherhood of great soldiers. 

On behalf of all Parabats, 
Rest in Peace General, you fought the good fight. 

Mike McWilliams, President, PVO. 04/04/2020. 
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FREEFALL  HISTORY 

Today marks the first jump with an Army Air 
Corps (rip-cord type) parachute and was made 
by Les "Sky-Hi" Irvin. On April 28th, 1919 Irvin 
boarded a DeHavilland D-9 biplane. The plane 
climbed to 1,500 feet and at 80 miles per hour 
Irvin jumped over the side, fell a couple 
seconds, and briskly pulled the ripcord handle 
from its harness-mounted pocket. In an eye-
blink the canopy streamed out and filled in one 
and two-fifths seconds. This was the first 
premeditated free fall parachute descent. 
#droppingin #Airborne 

These would have been RAR 
troops towards the end of the 
war when due to the shortage of 
choppers fireforce deployments 
was often through Dakotas. Only 
regular troops like SAS RLI and 
RAR were dropped. RAR were 
mostly Shangaans with some 
white officers. 
Suspect between 1976 to 1980 

Andy Ackroyd FB 

BELGIAN PARACOMMANDOS 
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“WHAT IS A DUKUBAT”? 

By Paul J. Els. 

Special Forces members, especially the black 
operators, had to be kept away from the general 
public and SADF units. That is why Zululand was 
chosen to give privacy to the training of these 
members.  

Members of the old Selous Scouts and 
SAS who joined 1 and 5 Recce had to be retrained 
at the Dukuduku airfield.  

It also became necessary to have some 
of the support members of the units qualified as 
parachutists. The courses were presented at 
Dukuduku base and homemade training 
implements were manufactured in the bush – even 
the aapkas. It must be remembered that the area 
was full of snakes, and the deadly Gaboon viper in 
particular.  The training syllabus of Para Bn was 
followed to the letter. 

My course in 1980 was made up of three 
sticks and at that time I was 35 years old. There 
were about seven whites and the rest were black 

Recce operators. Our course leader was Sergeant 
Major Pep van Zyl and my stick instructor was 
Dave Tippett, in my view amongst the best 
paratrooper instructors.  

Everything was done under the watchful eye 
of RSM Koos Moorcroft.  We did our first jump on 
22 September 1980 and the last qualifying jump 
three days later. Our wings were awarded by 
Commandant ‘Willy Owambo’ Snyders.  We did 
not have any emblem as the bats from 1 Bin so I 
designed a badge for members who did their bats 
course at Dukuduku and we adopted the name 
Dukubats. 

Our purpose was not just to have wings to 
wear but some of the members had to jump into 
enemy areas to support the operators in their task. 
I myself had the honour of doing so. 
 Although we trained in the bush we are 
PARABATS.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUKUDUKU PARA COURSES 

Above left: Capt Jakes Jacobs with 
trainee. / Above: Left hanging is Fonette 
and behind him is Neves Matais – both 
later was awarded the HC. / Left: Our 

course (1980). My stick. Myself seated 
right, behind me Les Ried, then Cmdt 
Bill vd Linde and Johnny Miranda. / 

Right: Receiving my wings from Cmdt 
Willie Owambo Snyders. 

 
Below: Out of Cecil Rhind photo alblum 

at Dukduku 1978. 

 

My first jump. 
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Old soldiers never die – they just get called up to 
regroup on the battlefield or in heaven !!! 

During the week of 3–8 March 2013 a small 
pre-selected group of thirteen Para Reservists, 
mostly from C-Coy of 3 Parachute Battalion in the 
Western Cape, volunteered to attend a refresher 
training course at 4 Special Forces Regiment. 

This mixed group, with an average age of 
49, from all professions and walks of life, was 
represented by a 50:50 racial mix of the 
demographic population of South Africa and also 
included a female operations clerk.  Formal 
training lectures, intense bush patrols and 
comprehensive weapons traning reminded the 
group that Father Time was working his grisly way 
on them. 

At various degrees of intense training, the 
following items formed part of the formal training 
which was presented by the highly qualified and 
professional 4 Special Forces Regiment regular 
force instructors : 

Basic life skills with water training, to 
enhance self-confidence, trust and overcome fear; 
Shortages in personal kit issue were replenished; 
Signals equipment and communication; Map 
reading & navigation skills; Route marches with full 
kit; Sharpening of shooting skills with the R4 rifle, 
and Table 2 shooting; Live-fire attack on a specific 
objective with variety of local and foreign weapons; 
Fitness and battery tests appraisal, depending on 
your specific age group, with regards to the 
following items in order of priority: 

2,4 km run, between minimum 12 minutes 
and maximum 13½ minutes; Push ups, within 2 
minutes: between minimum 40 for young members 
& 19 for older members; Sit ups, within 2 minutes :  
between minimum 55 for young members & 30 for 
older members; 42 m Shuttle runs, minimum 10 
off: between 60 seconds for young members vs 67 
seconds for the older members; 4 km Walk :  
between minimum 30 minutes and maximum 35 
minutes. 

A realistic scenario sketch culminating in the 
presenting of formal orders to all particiants for the 
launching of a small scale tactical exercise, to test 
all of the above training goals. 

 
 

The exercise was designed to be very 
realistic with a tactical advance, the use of live 
ammunition during formal fire and movement 
infantry battle drills, the neutralisation of the 
enemy on the  objective and a tactical withdrawal 
to an rv point.  This was the highlight of the week’s 
training exercise and the use of foreign weapons 
added it’s own interesting dimension and 
excitement to it all. 

The going was tough, with blisters and re-
awakened stiff muscles presenting the only 
problems, but the mutual comradeship, loyalty, 
trust in each other’s abilities and the typically true 
Paratrooper esprit de corps and attitude of “no 
pain and hardship = no gain” prevailed and pulled 
them all through. 

An especially beneficial period during the 
week’s busy schedule involved a “get to know your 
buddy” session during which each person was 
required to stand up and tell the group in front of 
him / her about their backgrounds and themselves.  
The further bonding that this seemingly low-key 
activity brought about was indeed wonderful to 
behold and is regarded as  a well-learned lesson! 

This very fruitful and cost effective, exciting  
exercise serves as a prime example of the full 
extent of what the “One Force Concept” should 
be all about, by taking hands in support of each 
other between the Regulars and the Reserves.  
The fantastic support shown, mutual co-operation 
and working together with the highly motivated 
staff and instructors from 4 Special Forces 
Regiment of Langebaan was indeed plausible and 
much appreciated by each and every member of 
the 3 Parachute Battalion team.  Our sincere 
thanks and compliments go to the Commanding 
Officer & RSM of 4 Special Forces Regiment and 
all their staff for a job superbly done.  We thank 
you all for your kind hospitality and the great 
experience shared by us all ! 
“Ex Alto Vincimus” – we strike from the sky ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3 PARACHUTE BN, C-COY TRAINING:  PARA’S ON THE GO ! 
By Lt Jim Harwood 
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“Coming Sergeant major!” 
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STATIC LINE “FREEFALL” 

 
My naam is Derrick van Zyl en ek het my 
diensplig gedoen in 1 Valskermbataljon 1981 / 82 
G Kompanie Valk 2. 

Junie 1981 net na ons vleuelparade en soos 
wat dit bekend gestaan het as `Glamour Day` het 
ons opleiding in alle erns begin met Konvensionele 
oorlogsvoering. 

Ek onthou die betrokke dag nog baie goed 
by Tempe lughawe Dit was in daardie dae van my 
diensplig en opleiding wat ons min die geleentheid 
gekry het na kursus om met `Stearables~ 
(Stuurbare) valskerms te spring. Daar was `n 
ander afwagting en opgewondenheid om die 
verskil te ervaar na die Pampoene en die kursus 
wat verby is. 

Soos wat dit ook die geluk is en ook min 
gebeur het, het somigge manne twee spronge 
gedoen. Een met die Pampoen en dan een met 
die `Stearable`. Met ons tweede sprong die dag uit 
Dakotas DC 3 was ek nommer twintig in die string, 
nadat ek as nommer twintig uit die vliegtuig uit is, 
was ek eerste op die grond. 

Met die uitgang uit die Dakota het een van 
die valskerm se `Capewells` heeltemal los gekom 
van my linker skouer af en my teen die helmet 
getref. Met inspeksie op my hoof ontplooing sien 
ek dat ek net aan die linkerkant se draaglyne 
hang. Die regterkant van die valskerm is weg en 
die Canopy half ontplooi. 

Ek besef dat daar is groot moeilikheid en die 
drills maal deur my kop en ek probeer om in 
hierdie stadium net op te kyk, fout te soek en te 
asseseer en moontlik my hoof doek oop te kry. Ek 
kon nie n `Cutaway` doen nie want ek weet in die 
stadium in die harwar nie hoe vinnig ek grond toe 
val nie. Ons is ook nie geleer op kursus hoe om `n 
`Cutaway` te doen nie. Al wat ek weet is, as daar 
fout kom is om jou noodvalskerm te trek wat vinnig 
ontplooi. 

Ek trek ten laaste my Noodvalskerm en die 
ontplooi oombliklik. Met die ontplooing slaan die 
Noodvalskerm my in die gesig en ek probeer die 
draaglyne van die Nood weg te druk. Met die 
Hoofvalskerm wat fladder en die draaglyne en 
Capewell wat los fladder raak die Noodvalskerm 
verstrengel in die gedeeltelik ontplooide 
Hoofvalskerm. Ek ruk en pluk en trek aan die 
Noodvalskerm maar niks gebeur nie en die grond 
kom met `n spoed nader. 

Met die gesukkel om die draaglyne los te kry 
snap ek dat die grond sekerlik nou naby moet 
wees en toe ek afkyk tref ek op die gegewe 
oomblik die grond. Mooi bene bymekaar soos op 

die kursus in my kop ingeprent was en tot nou toe. 
Tot my lewensredding. 

Ek bly le `n rukkie en besef nie mooi wat 
gebeur het nie en sien die ander manne land om 
my wat eerste uit die vliegtuig is. Die manne wat 
naaste aan my land staar na my kant toe en wil nie 
nader kom nie en verwag die ergste. 

Ek staan stadig op en die manne beweeg 
weg, verder van my af asof hulle ook nie kan glo 
wat gebeur het nie en lyk of hulle die hasepad wil 
kies. Ek sukkel, staan op en loop `n paar tree. 
Skielik slaan ek neer op die grond van skok en 
besef die werklikheid wat met my gebeur het en ek 
lewe. Niks is gebreek in my lyf nie. Net die skok. 

Samajoor Johnny Kieser het na my toe 
aangehardloop gekom en my gevra of alles reg is. 
Ek het hom geantwoord alles is reg. 

Die normale proses van afvoer is gevolg en 
die ambulans is nader geroep en ek is hospitaal 
toe geneem vir `n behoorlikke skandering. Al wat 
fout gevind was, is dat ek my gewrig verstuit het. 

Na `n week se herstel is ek weer terug na 
die Opleidingsvleuel (Hanger) en onder leiding van 
Staf Pietersen (RIV) en Willie Bolton het ek weer 
my selfvertroue opgebou. Ek het daarna weer 
gespring en gelukkig 
sonder voorval die 
grond hierdie keer 
met `n behoorlike 
veilige landing gehaal. 
Sywaarts na regs. 
Voete bymekaar. 

Vir die res van 
die jaar het dit goed 
gegaan en is ons G 
Kompanie 
operasioneel ontplooi 
op Ongiva in Angola. 

Op my `Profile 
Pic` is `n foto van my 
wat geneem is deur 
Charley Allcock net 
voordat ek die grond 
tref. Op die foto kan duidelik gesien word: Die half 
ontplooide Hoofvalskerm en die verstrengelde 
Noodvalskerm in die Hoof se draaglyne. 

Na die voorval het ek die besonderse 
bynaam van `VRYVAL` van Zyl gekry by die G 
Kompanie manne. 

Ek wil graag my verhaal afsluit met die 
besonderse woorde in eer 

‘WE HAVE A AWESOME GOD` AMEN .... !!!! 

 
Volgende bladsy: Fotos uit Derrick van Zyl’s foto album. 
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This is a Message from Roy Williams, a long standing LAARSA 
Member, as he Remembers the recent Passing of his 

Paratrooper Brother – Ken Marx 

I learned of the passing of Ken Marx one of our old time paratroopers 
on Good Friday. Ken qualified as a Paratrooper in April 1963 . He was 
on course 17V together with me. This was a mixed course with both 
CF and PF participants.  One well known participant on that course 
was Dr. Klomp, who later became a General. The Paratrooper 
community grew exponentially after those early days and I have the 
deepest respect for the level of training and dedication of all of those 
that came after us. 

Being a Paratrooper in the early days that men like Ken Marx 
experienced was a little different in many ways.For one, we wore the 
Springbok on our berets.  Our step-out uniform was second world war 
bunny jacket and longs with leather soled boots and putties.  Our 
wings were worn on our arms. We were only allowed to wear our 
jumping boots during jump training.  We all carried FN rifles. 
Equipment was very scarce. On the day of our night jump we did a kit 
container jump in the morning.  

The chutes were rushed off to the packers to be packed for use 
on the night jump.We were so privileged to be trained by the 
legendary original paratroopers and those that came just after them, 
names like, Ysterman van Niekerk, Ronnie Claassen, Sgt Riekert, 
Harry Finlay, Koos Moorcroft. Our OC was Commandant W.P. Louw 
and our Adjudant was Fieldcornet Jan Breytenbach. Discipline could 
be harsh. Standard punishment for being on Commandant’s orders 
was 30 stomp drills and 30 extra duties. 
Ken Marx later served with me in D company in Durban where we did 
regular exercises and jumps in Shongweni and Mount Edgecom. 

This all happened long before the bush war in which our boys 
acquitted themselves so well. 
Ken Marx and all those Paratroopers from those early days were so 
proud of being in the Unit and I believe, helped to build a foundation 
for the great Brotherhood that it became. 
Rest in Peace Ken, you will always be remembered. 
Kind regards, Roy Williams. 
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NEWS FROM ABROAD 

ONE OF THE GREATEST HEROES OF WW2 DIES. 
Market Garden Veterans Association 03/04/2020. 

It is with the heaviest of hearts that we bid farewell to our 
All American hero, Lt. Col. James “Maggie” Megellas. 

Lt. Col. Megellas was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 504th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 
82nd Airborne Division during World War II and first saw 
combat in Italy where he was wounded in action 

He parachuted into The Netherlands during 
Operation Market Garden and made the legendary 
Crossing of the Waal River. He also served in Belgium 
during the Battle of the Bulge where he was awarded the 
Silver Star for his leadership and valor. 

He passed away yesterday at the age of 103. This 
loss will be felt by us all. Thank you for your service, rest 
easy, Sir, we SALUTE you. 

Right: James Megellas, third from right in back row, poses with a 
Dutch family shortly after the jump into Holland on Sept. 17, 1944. 

 

MONUMENT 82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION 

The liberation monument in Overasselt (municipality of 
Heumen) consists of three iron parachutes. 

The text on the memorial reads: "LANDING TERRAIN 
PARACHUTISTS AND GLIDERS ON THE LIBERATION 
OF OVERASSELT ON SUNDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 1944" 

The monument is placed at the Schoonenburgseweg in 
Overasselt (municipality of Heumen). 

The 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment of the 82nd 
Airborne Division was dropped between the Maas and the 
Waal, only E-Company was dropped outside this area, as 
indicated above. Dropzone O was north of the current 
N846, above Overasselt, around 13:15 on September 17, 
1944, the first paratroopers were dropped here. Their goal 
was to secure the bridge over the Maas at Grave and the 
bridges over the Maas-Waalkanaal. 

The 1st Battalion was dropped about a mile northeast 
of Overasselt, with the aim of capturing the bridges over 
the Maas-Waal canal. More on that later. 2nd and 3rd 
Battalion were dropped along with the headquarters 
northwest of Overasselt. The headquarters of the 504th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment was located in the town hall 
of Overasselt, which was located in the village of 
Schoonenburg, where the monument now stands, it was 
operational at 1:30 PM. 2nd Battalion was ordered to 
conquer the bridge at Grave and advance further to 
Grave. 

Private Steger describes the moment after the landing: 
"Someone on the other side of the DZ shouted," Come on 
guys! Go here! Don't you know there's a war going on? " 

The 3rd Battalion was kept in reserve and used to 
secure the drop zone. They managed to advance north 
past the village of Alverna, now part of the municipality of 
Wijchen. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=3478315042185574&id=636825703001203&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDXQNNyX5Xo1kVdA2589oFRVZJ46ERt7jUplWWmLpL8oLufIhUFNIu4m-X31T8NVpk1SaFHdoBHUFXiaTJqxJj983G4VozMUPRt92RgmcVovpGcV5i2j1SvthjNSrztCsLM0gqBgill-9HABbqhnxPLBPQFQkR30h7FwnBQmikb5JvamKyFVFb3e1PCuEATDDPmOX5Oz3rctUkgEzJDoGHAlGI3t_0X2EjAYXDEFIvVHVPPDkf8xaTpIpC6vIc1jRs2lIoWUVb-0Bz19cp9RcIyxEFopL5vHPZgCdElsHzCcsq37Ug98rcl3plhgq1j0tJOH11piExqLx-o8Ef5neIBmQ&__tn__=-R
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NUUS VANAF ORAL / NEWS FROM ALL OVER 
20/03/2020 – 22/06/2020 

Pieter vd Walt: “Here to the 59th birthday of 

1 Para Bn and on Ronnie Claassen and 
Ysterman van Niekerk who is still with us.”  
1 Apr 2020. 

On 04/04/2020 our Brothers of Lydenburg laid flowers and a mielie plant 

at the gate of the farm of our General Viljoen in the presence of one of 
the general sons. Present was: Corr Cross; Martin Hattingh and Lukas 
Roos (Nomad Canopy) with Peet Latskey; Ben Brits; Johan du Plessis 
and Kevin. (Martin Hattingh.) 

  

THANK YOU BROTHERS! 

Early morning walk (2.4km) up to Riaan's 
Koppie at Kings Park where we had a toast 
in memory of our Brother, Tim N Cheri 
Chadwick who passed away on Wednesday 
25th March. I can't remember when last I 
'brushed teeth' with Jamesons Whisky. 

Dave Stevenson.  

Dankie Kol Roy Marais vir jul puik professionele werk & 
aanbieding vandag aan DoD, "Ons het nou byna die 
Covid-19 kameel se rug gebreek", voorstelle moet nou net 
SSM geïmplimenteer word. Lt Kol Helene Potgieter middel.  
Krige van Heerden.  21/04/2020 
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Uit die verlede / From the past  
 

Above: Barry Gernaat; Steven Kruger; O.C.J. van 
Rensburg (RIP) & Dougie Fairfield Ondangs Bats Belfry 

BAR 1978. 
Below: Para Course 7713 - L to R - Gerhard Kriek, Guy 
Widdicombe, Harry Heyns, Henk Nel, Glenn Lambert, 

Richard van der Westhuizen 
 

ABOVE: WO1 R. Claassen receiving a floating trophy from Genl Constand Viljoen. ABOVE RIGHT: Take five – guest who?? / 
BELOW LEFT: WO1 G.J. Kitching made history at 5 RR, Phalaborwa in September 1991, when he reached 500 static-line 

parachute jumps – a first for the military. Koos Moorcroft and Kitcha Kitching before the jump. 
 

 
Para E Coy 1983 at 101 Bn Ondangwa: Capt Piet Steyn; Lt Mark Mitchell; Lt 

Jan Lerm; Cpl Eggermond; Lt Willoughby Brits; Lt Fred Nel; Lt Lion du Toit; Sgt 
Colin Kemp; Sgt Hermanus Rall; S/Sgt Jacqaue Tourney. (W. Brits.) 
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WO2 Frans Marais, Lt Col Steve Camp, Maj Gen Chris le Roux 
and Col J.D. Rothman!  Date unkwown. 

Food served at Mapacha 

VOLKSBLAD  
28 AUG 1961 
The Friend 

3  July 1962 
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Left: At S.A.S. REMEMBERANCE SERVICE. Lt Col: 
Steve Camp, Air Lt: Ian Douglas, Cpl Andrew Mc 

Donald, WO2 Frans Marais, Rfn John Keating, Rfn 
Johan Dormel, Col Taffy Pelser. 12/10/2016. 

Above: Jaques Tourney & Sakkie Cornelissen. 
 

Gideon Erasmus, father RSM G. A. Erasmus, brother Neil Erasmus. Naked Recce free fallers at Fort Doppies. Koos Moorcroft; 
Jimmy Oberholzer; the pilot and Anton Retief. 

Left: Johnny Kerswill, Cpl Eugene vd Merwe & Cpl Gerrie de Beer Right: Roland de Vries with Pierre van Rooyen in Aug 1967. 
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Ronnie Claassen; Tilly Smith; Snakes Snyman & Frans van 
Zyl. 

Below: Frans van Zyl checking chutes befor jump. 

Waiting to jump. How many remember this? 

Below: Ja Boet!!! 

IN 1991 THIS GROUP GATHERED AT THE ARMY COLLEGE TO DISCUSS THE PARACHUTE FUTURE IN SA 

Seated: Col L. Rudman; Col C.E. le Roux; Genl Maj J.P.M. Moller; Brig A.L. van Graan; Col’s J.P. Hills; M. Alexander. 
2nd row:   WO1 G.J. van Rooyen; Cmdt’s R. Claassen; M. Taljaard; WO2 J.C. Landman; WO1’s S.J. Joubert; S.S. Baard; G.L. Caddick; 
I.C. Pieterson. 
3rd row: WO1 D.J. Middleton; Cmdt’s F.C. Grové; M.E. Brett; L.W. Gerber; J.M. de Beer; Maj C.J Dutton; Cmdt’s J.G. Howe; S.K. du 
Plessis; Ds A.C. Roos. 
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STRAF PT!  AUG 78 
In 1 Para laat ek ook ‘n junior my klere was, 
Samajoor Sakkie vang my uit. My voorland kan 
wees dat ek my wings verloor. Ek hoor Eco 
Komp se onder offisiere kry straf PT met pale 
van De Brug. Ek gaan sien vir Samajoor Sakkie 
en hy stem in, my straf saam die onder offisiere 
is reg. So ry ons na De Brug, afgeklim en 2 op ‘n 
paal oppad terug. Sakkie vra kort-kort is julle ok? 
“Ja Samajoor”.  

Toe daai ligte in die verte is, toe gooi hulle 
die pale neer, ek vra wat nou, met die daag 
Korporaal Ralf se Bakkie op. Pale word gelaai 
en ons gaan na Ralf se pa se plek op 
kleinhoewe buite Bloemfontein. Kyk die manne 
drink dik stukke, 12 uur word ons afgelaai by 
robot 2 km van basis, daai laaste 2 km was hel 
ver !!!!!!! Hendrik van den Heever 20/04/2020 

 

PANTSER BUDDY’S 
Ek ry met 3 tenks na De Brug en kom op die 
klompie Bats af wat aanstrompel met pale. Ek 
kry hulle jammer en stop by hulle. Ek skree vir 
die voorste ouens "klim op" dan ry julle saam. 
Skree een bliksem terug vir my "fokof ons is 

haastig."                        Johan Els  21/04/2020  

Prep jump at Pietersburg for Cassinga Raid. March 
1978. (Unknown.) / Black is beautiful. Delta Comp 
78/79. 

2LT J. BLAAUW AND SGT J. LANDMAN 
In our two previous Batchats we reported of our two 
Bats that had their Para course done in Angola. 
Herewith a extract from Brig Genl MaGill 
Alexander’s thesis as published on page 248. 

http://uir.unisa.ac.za/handle/10500/23448 

Two South African soldiers were sent to Angola to 
learn the Portuguese way of airborne warfare. 
Second Lieutenant Johan Blaauw and Sergeant 
Johan Landman were chosen to attend the 
parachute course presented by the Portuguese Air 
Force.134 They were sent to Luanda early in 1974 
and completed the course shortly before the fall of 
the Caetano regime. The course, though not 
including the tough selection that preceded the 
South African version, did involve a demanding 
physical regimen before the start of each day’s 
training. Based on the American techniques rather 
than those of the British which had been adopted by 
the South Africans, the Portuguese parachute 
course was geared towards the insurgency war that 
was being waged in Angola. On their return, both 
men were transferred to 1 Parachute Battalion, 
where they underwent conversion training before 
being awarded their South African parachute wings. 
Some of the Portuguese techniques from both the 
commando course and the parachute course were 
subsequently introduced into the South African 
paratrooper training and a physical training range, 
modelled on that of the Portuguese paratroopers, 
became known as “Die Portugese Baan”.  

 
Un; Randall Wicomb; Un. 

http://uir.unisa.ac.za/handle/10500/23448
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FIRST UNITA PARACHUTE COURSE CONDUCTED BY THE SADF: JULY 1982, CAPRIVI. 

The training team with the UNITA trainees. Seated: Sgt Caddick; Un; S/Sgt Johan Landman; Capt “Pale” vd Walt (1 PB); Cmdt Marius 
“Mo” Oelschig (SADF Liaison Officer with UNITA); Dakota crew – Pilot; Co Pilot and air technician and Sgt A. Combrink (Inf. CSI DST 1). 
Front left 2 Bats and right 2 translaters. The training was done at Tigre which was three km from Bwabata airstrip. (Photo Maj Genl “Mo” 
Oelschig.)  (Read more on this training area in the next Batchat of June by Arrie Combrink – on photo seated right.)) 

.  

ENGR BRANCH 1986/7 
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AWARDS 1 PARACHUTE BATTALION  
HONORIS CRUX 
2 Lt J. Blaauw        17/12/1975 Savannah 
WO 2 J.J. Burger                    01/06/1976 
2 Lt J.G. Parkin        18/10/1979 
L/Cpl J.A. Venter        18/10/1979 
Rfn A.S. de Lange        18/10/1979 
Rfn B.J. Gibson        18/10/1979 
Rfn B. Maré         18/10/1979 
Rfn C.N. McNamara       18/10/1979 
Rfn L.B. Southey        18/10/1979 
Rfn P.P. de Kock         29/01/1980 
 

LOUW WEPENER MEDAL 
Lt D.I. Blaauw 
 
FOREIGN AWARDS B OFFICER OF THE ORDER OF EQUATORIAL AFRICA (GABON) 
Maj J.D. Breytenbach 

 

SOUTHERN CROSS MEDAL (OLD STYLE) 
Comdt W.P. Louw 
 

SOUTHERN CROSS MEDAL 

Comdt D.J. Moore 
Comdt L.W. Groenewald 
Comdt J. Blaauw, HC 
Maj A.L. van Graan 
Maj C.E. le Roux 
Maj H.J. Pos 
Maj J.R. Hills 
Maj A.J. van der Walt 
Capt S.J.W. van Schalkwyk 
 

PRO MERITO DECORATION 
WO 1 G. Brits 
WO 1 B.F. Pretorius 
 

NKWE YA BORONSE (NB) (BRONZE LEOPARD)   
Maj Jiyana, Stephen.      22/03/ 2013   1 PB  Bangui 
L/Cpl. Smith, Shane Jacque Donavon    22/03/ 2013   44 PBde Bangui 
Rfn Moloke, Khotso Lucas†     22/03/ 2013   1 PB  Bangui 
Rfn. Mxhosana, Zamani Jim†     22/03/ 2013   1 PB  Bangui 
Rfn Bojane, Motsamai William†     22/03/ 2013   1 PB  Bangui 
 

 

 

Please note that the above list reflects but a selection of medals and decorations awarded to 
members of 1 Para Bn as a comprehensive list was not available at the time of printing.  
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killed_in_action
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killed_in_action
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killed_in_action
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Herby Pos, Colin Deyzel, Johan Landman, Ben Pretorius & Leon Groenewald after receiving their Pro Merito Medal. 

MEDAL PARADE BLOEMFONTEIN 
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