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2 WOORD VAN DIE REDAKSIE
Q WORD FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

The Bat Chat is the official newsletter of the PVO Pretoria Canopy, but also
CANOPY KOMITEE carry the interest of all Parabats worldwide. The first three months of this year
Voorsitter: YW we have seen an increase of activities by the Parabats all over. More and
O Ve e Sl i ar ol Mmore gatherings was arranged and old Parabats that never attended them was
seen smiling to see old Parabats of 30,40 years ago. We all need to be more

Sekretaris: Wynan involved! Every man counts.

TesouMyamimiEd as mus

e R N AN R We are arranging a big show at the new military museum PPM at the
Kommuni kasi e: ol ) Voortrekkermonument and hope that many of you will support us in this. (2nd
Skakeling SAM&erK of May.) See the add in the BatChat.

CERERA RN RN E N Die PVO het onlangs & baie suksesvolle Bosberaad gehou, Strategiese
Wer wi Agghl ey Carr Beplanning is baie belangrik vir die PVO. Sien asb ons Visie, Missie en
Waardes in die Batchat.

INDEX / INHOUD Pretoria Canopy hou binnekort ons Strategiese beplanning. Ons het onlangs
. weer & makker gehelp met d& hospitaalbed, baie dankie aan Manie Troskie

Word from the editor . .
wat die bed gaan aflewer het. Ons woon gereeld Gedenkdienste by; volgende
Admin gedenkdiens wat ons gaan bywoon is Koevoet Veterane Gedenkdiens, ons
sal ons makkers wat die hoogste prys betaal het nooit vergeet nie. Baie dankie
Correspondence vir almal se hulp, finansiele bydraes, donasies en ledegeld, ons help gereeld
makkers in nood. Ons probeer ook help met werksgeleenthede. Baie dankie

Articles & reports aan ons bestuur vir al hul hardewerk.

News from all over .
Ons wens almal baie voorspoed toe, elke man tel

Uit die verlede .. .

Ex Alto Vincimus, ons oorwin van Bo
Tribute . .

Willoughby Brits

Finale

INDEMNITY
We know readers will smile about certain strange events they read or see in this
newsletter. We also know readers will not hold the editorial board responsible
for every statement! This newsletter is filled with very different personal opinions
of military veterans who write mainly just on their own behalf. So, they say what
they like.

VRYWARING
Ons weet lesers sal glimlag oor sekere vreemde gebeure wat hulle in hierdie
nuusbrief lees en sien. Ons weet ook lesers sal die redaksie nie vir elke
uitspraak verantwoordelik hou nie! Hierdie nuusbrief is propvol uiteenlopende
persoonlike menings van militére veterane wat veral namens hulleself skryf. So,
hulle sé wat hulle wil.
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The PVO website

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the
information you need on the organisation. Please
visit it regularly. Any paratrooper who needs to
know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be
helped from this website. New members are
welcome and existing members who are unsure of
any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries
there.

PVO APP

Go onto the Android or Apple store, search for
Parabat Veterans Organisation and download the
PVO app on your mobile device. Paid-up PVO
members have access to premium information
and additional benefits.

#Neem asseblief kenni
state beskekbgar opbet
vir besigtig@Qgnaaghemn wt
ouditeure in plek om
vir el ke -senof wapagee

THE PVO ENABLEMENT
FUND

Essentially, the wellbeing of all Parabats and
their families is our primary concern. Many of
us are reaching the age where retirement and
redundancy become threats to our continued
welfare. Some of us have been suffering from
the strain of wounds and disabilities sustained
during our years as soldiers as well as suffered
after our military service ended. Others have
been made redundant by retrenchments or
affirmative action.

All these people need help and support in

their daily lives. NEW BOOK

The 2019, 2020 & 2021
Batchats is available from
Pretoria Canopy. A must in

all Bats book collection. @
All Bat Chats can be PR R
seen on the pVO WebSite. www. exmontibusmaedia.ca.za

NEW RELEASE
SPECIAL FORCES

THEMEN STEAR

PVO APP
MEMBER BENEFITS

Emergency/Panic button - Get Paratroopers in
your vicinity to assist when you have an
emergency.

Access to the Parabat Heritage Channel -
News, Videos, sound clips, pictures and much
more. An ever-growing repository with old and
new media recordings
APVO Projects - Status, news and updates
AAccess to Employment opportunities
APVO Enablement Fund
Die PVO beleid is om alle Parabats in te sluit.

fELKE MAN TEL! o

Ons is almal deel van 'n uitsonderlike groep
fivol un-twihethesguts to step out of the
aircraft door".

Alle Paratroopers word aangemoedig om die
APP af te laai en benut.

Vir enige tegniese probleme kontak -
Chris.Pohl@parabat.org.za

Marked

Order from Pretoria Canopy a variety of
books, CD6s. and DVDO6s

ROOIPLAAS!

| VACKERESI0N

GEURGE ¢Ail
REFERCE GIRLS
Mg - .n’f = ) ‘
The book We fear naught but God on Special Forces is

available @ R200 (Normal price R500) till end of July.
PelsA Boeke

Contact Paul J. Els for this books
paul@who-els.co.za Order other brooks
from epos@groep7.co.za
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Gaste hius TZANEEN.
Heinrich Drews
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& Yamorna 33

ANGASII GAME LODGE i
THABAZIMBI [T §
info@miltonsquesthouse.co.za f :
INFO@ANGASII.CO.ZA - % | The Stables. Gastehuis,
0827880575 014 784 0497 . Bloemfontein.

- furniture@horizon-sa.co.za

Johan de Bruyn

Kalkgat Avontuur Plaas,
Calvinia, Northern Cape

GREEN PARK LODGE

3 Park Rd

MTHATHA, Eastern Cape
072271 4854

BLAAUWHEIM GUEST HOUSE.
+27(0)834141532 Email:
info@blaauwheim.co.za
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HMAY 2022 DAY ONE =

FROM EARLY DNWARDS ARRIVING AND BOOKING IN AT; DE BAKKE CAMPING SITE, CHALETS OR
TRAIN LODGE SANTOS MOSSELBAY.

T7H00 | BRAAI AT MOSSELBAY A SKYDIVING CLUB WITH OTHER PARABATS RECEES AND
VETERANS. BRAAI PACKS SPONSORED BY HENNIE KRUGER BAT FROM 73 AND OTHER VETERANS
\VITH LIVE MUSIC FROM LOGAL ARTISTS.

BTH MAY 2022 DAY TWO.
7HOO - 09HOO | BREAKFAST OF YOUR CHOCE AND OWN POCKET.

10H00 - 15H00 | GOLFDAY DOLPANS CREECK GOLFCLUB. NONE PLAYERS CAN SOCIALIZE AT THE
OLUB HOUSE AND BOERIE ROLLS WILL BE ON SALE

15H00 ONWARDS | BRAAI AT CAMPSITE TILL LATE (BRAAI PACKS WILL BE AVAILABLE.}

Foem Helderberyg 15 Loals du Plessis se

TEEN HELDERBERG |7

n die bundel bedeet de skrywer — sadert sy
jang dae teen Helderberg, met bosiende rym
n reeks vitdagende kontraste

» tussen natuur en stad

+ tunsen verstenng an herlewing

+ tussen konfik en vrede

« tussen slagofferskap en veerkrag
« tunsen die maglige kasmos an dia
weppende ankedng

TTH MAY 2022 DAY THREE.

U7HC0— 0SHOO [BREAKFAST OF YOUR CHOICE AND OWN POCKET.
10H00 | CASSINGA PARADE ARD PRESENTATIONS.

1THOO TILL LATE | SOCIALIZING AND POTTJIE COMPETITION.

8TH MAY 2022 FORTH DA

BREAKFAST AND RETURN HOME

* & & & & &

Feen Helderbevy Is Louts du Plesss Boek uitgeges daur Nalao
W deounbundel
Lownis dfu Plessis doktorser, doseey an publbsser \n
Teon Helderbery Is Louls du pobneke werenshapy an krygskunde, terwy! snkele
Plossts's Mirss wolumes of poetry van sy gadigte op LitVed versiyn

Bestel direk dewr Naledi se aanlyn winkad
SN SPAAC NHOS Ao Co.2aproduct teen

AMewerng andwyd tot by jou deur
i A

-

na /(3[[1 oS-
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CANOPIES 2022

FS Bloem Canopy

Februarie 2015
Bestuursspan Voorsitter - Barry Olivier {3sv)
Onder-vooryitterTescsarine - Johan de Bruin  [8301)

Vergaderings

Sekretaris

- Butch Wilkamson [9302)

Tesourer - Hendrik Kotre {8s10)
Komms & Lede-werwing - Vakant

Adjaders - Wesley de Beer  (11V)
as

Elles 6 weke, op ‘n Woensdag om 1800 by Horizon Stabiles

Navrwe: barry.oliveer @parsbat org. o

PVO CANOPIES 2022

Bay Canopy - Port Elizabeth

B\

s 01

[ Mansgrment team [N André Van Niakerk (8av}
Vice-chairman Renton Atkinson {7717)
Secretary/Treasurer Cint Rseder (8312)
Ldwarian/Memcrabiia - Ken Nosworthy 3v)
Entertainment - Jan Volachenk (7703}
Chaplin Dave Gerobbelaar {111v)

T
-

==\
A\

Every 7™ Wednesday of the month at the MOTH Outspan Shellhole.

Inquiries: andre vanNlekerk @paratat org.za

PVO STRUCTURE PN
2021 - 2023 v

CANOPY CHAIRMEN

INAL COUNCIL

+  COMMITTEE CHAIRNEN

- EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

& Wb Candgn
4 hormad Cancpy
8 Pretaets Coagy

Atfifated Canophes National Committees
Do Canopn 10 Mersaashg

2 pendvoton Ly LL Banrex K Foncrwming
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21 W reiery

25 Addtonal Meriee
M4, Aadrooal Mevtw

7 Spettan Laghes
A Makarbesrand Corvgry
1 Waar Rand Carcpy

1 Trarean & Washe
17 Mhwrrann & leaveoicgy
18 Mg K ripety

2 Adsteral Mevtw
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Spanscrs
Wit e oching fof B sponscrs @ R 250000 per hode par 4% o 2dr 5%
Raltle tickets wil be ol

Aucton — n b exchosve ferms wil Se up for auttioss
Catering - Non players may join the function the evening at s cost of
U265 00 per hand,

Caf carts ~ oty 25 cas wil De avadatie and must be ooked 2nd pald o -
e Galf Club (R 39500 g canll

RSVP - Bafure 22 Aprll 2022 - info@capecanopy.co.za

Trust Solar

atgevinWos oszasiazos | IOHAN RAATH

Dée soort plant het bale in die 70s an
B0s In die 0os Caprivi en ander
noordelike gedeeltes van Namibie
gegrosl § Ons het die soort plante
gereeld watler gegeesmaar wou niks
weet van groel nie & As Jy browns
pedra het,sal jy die plantsoort kan
onthou

Abbreviated CV ~ André van Niekerk

* Married to Michele, 3 son and a daughter

o Constription Military Service 1 Para BN, B-Coy 1971 - 1972

| » Citizen Force Military Service 3 Para 8N
e Served m Commando 1993 - 2000
o Dbtained Kational Tochrecal Diploma

o Worked in public service essential services

*  Member of Bay Canopy - Chalirman

o Member of the PVO Natonal Councll = Chalrman Membership

Committee

André van Niekerk
- Bay Canopy
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PVO Nasionale raadvergadeering en bosberaad te Bloemfontein 18-19 Maart 2022.

Gideon Knobel; Willoughby Brits; Loftie van den Berg; Deon Benade; Lammie Strauss,
Butch Williamson, Barry Olivier; Chris Pohl. Agter: Dirk van de Wall en Naas Grove.
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PV O STRATEGIESE BOU

-BLOKKE

1 Julie 2020

Our Vision
To maintain the proud heritage of the South African
paratrooper within the local and international

veterans6®6 communities

Ons Visie

Om die trotse Suid-Afrikaanse Valskermsoldaat
erfenis binne sowel die plaaslike as die
internasionale veterane gemeenskap te handhaaf

Our Mission
To promote, unite, assist and support all paratrooper
veterans through a consolidated strategy within the
PVO structures

Ons Missie

Die bevordering, vereniging, bystands-verlening en
ondersteuning aan valskerm veterane met behulp van
6n toegewyde strategieebinr

Our Values

We will at all times recognise and remember the Code
of Honour and Values of our mother unit and the
training we received in upholding this.

We will at all times promote and maintain the unique
South African paratrooper brotherhood, camaraderie,
traditions and support of each other amongst all the
South African Paratrooper Veterans and their families

Ons Waardes
Ons erken en onthou te alle tye die Erekode en
waardes wat neergelé is tydens opleiding in die
Moeder eenheid.

Ons promoveer en gedenk te alle tye die unieke Suid-
Afrikaanse Valskerm Broederskap, onderlinge
kameraderie, tradisies en ondersteuningsnetwerke
tussen bestaande en verwante Valskermsoldaat

families

We acknowledge the voluntary participation and
uniqueness of our members. Ons erken die vrywillige deelname en uniekheid van

_— veteraan lede.
We uphold core values such as but not limited to
) i Ons handhaaf kernwaardes soos onder andere, maar
Believe in our Creator, nie beperk nie tot

Mutual respect,

Uncompromised honesty, 1 Geloof in ons Skepper,
Peremptory integrity, 1 Onderlinge respek,
Diversity,  Onbuigsame eerlikheid,
Courage. I Beslissende integriteit,
{ Diversiteit,
1 Dapperheid.

WHY DO WE TALK STRATEGY IN THE PVO?

What comes to mind when you think of the Parabat Veterans Organisation? Multi-day retreats where battle buddies hang
out, r egul ar-haredanan wite gdd lgodyeshapes sitting around drinking and smoking, thinking with nostalgia
back to the good old days? This may be true for many and it's also good that veterans who have gone through a war
feel that way about the PVO.

However, the management of the PVO is committed to serving our members and to good governance. To do this we
embarked on a process to determine the strategy as a set of unified actions to advance the mission of the organisation
by leveraging our competitive advantage as the most leading organisation for South African veteran parabats.

During the past Bosberaad, held in Bloemfontein during March this year that was a follow-up of the 2019 Bosberaad held
in Bethlehem, the PVO management again committed itself to the following:

1.Strategy is doing and we undertook not to have the plan gather dust on a shelf, but to transform it into a blueprint with

concrete actions

2. We will ensure that the strategy is understood clearly by those who will implement it

3. Figure out the i wh 0 0 , Afwhat o, i wh e n 0 ,andffolloveit tleroughaamdl comrhumiwaie regularly on the
progress!

The bigger picture for the PVO management is to express the mission, vision, and values of the PVO in an orderly
way. A strategy and executable plan aligned to the mission, vision, and values are the cornerstones of our
organi sationds success. |t ensumtstheldstaCanogyvnembenision the samepageh e Pr @ s
about the mission, vision, values and most importantly priorities which deals with the plans on how we want to reach
our goals.

| trust that everybody in the PVO will support and join in this exiting journey!

Thanks to Naas Grove who has facilitated the Strategy for us
Valskermgroete,

Willoughby
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PVO ENABLEMENT FUND VERSLAG
OKTOBER 2020

HILING
ONE PERSON

WON'T CHANGE THE WORLD

BUTITCOULD

= W m -

i 1N TE

THE WORLD

FORTHAT ONE PERSON

Ons het onlangs makkers met die volgende gehelp

Makker op straat , kos en geld en blyplek gereel
Canopys help hul makkers
Makker se seun se CV gekry, en probeer werk soek
Makkers gehelp met SAWYV aansoek en DMV
Makkers se CVs ontvang en probeer werk soek
Gee werksgeleenthede vir makkers
Bied aan om Makker te help met gade se begrafnis
Ons reel werk vir Parabat makker se skoondogter , sy verdien R75 000 in 3 maande, deeltyds
Help makker met verblyf
0. Help makker met Hospitaal bed, makker sterf , familie bring bed terug
1. Ons het makker n paar jaar terug gehelp, geld vir sy kar en verblyf,makker het baie gesukkel, het
toe werk oorsee gekry, terug in RSA en het huis gekoop, sukses verhaal
12. Bied Siviele Ingeneur/QS werksgeleentheid aan, Swaziland
13. Ons het ook al makker gehelp met klaring by Reserwebank, besigheidtransaksie
14. Ons verwys ook Finansiele instellings na makkers, soos Banke
15. Verwys Hospice na makker
16. Makker, gehelp met geld
17. Ons help ook nie PVO lede
Baie dankie vir almal se bydrae, elke man tel , Ons vir mekaar

RbBOoNoG AWM R

Ons help ook makkers en kinders om hulself wettig te beskerm deur hul te verwys na Gemeenskap
Veiligheid Eenhede reg oor die land

Our help provided to Parabats and other deserving people is confidential so as to spare the recipients
un-wanted public exposure.

Much of Willoughby's work is done in conjunction with Deon Benade as Deon's portfolio, CMVO, DMV
Veteran Liaison, works hand in hand to obtain help and funds when the need is too great for the PVO to
bear on its own.

ENABLEMENT FUND. Wi I | oughby is the man to go to if you
knows someone who can. Seeing a heed among our rapidly aging community. We managed to obtain a
number of proper hospital beds from the Linkfield Clinic in Johannesburg. Our 18A Tax exempt status
helped persuade the clinic to donate the beds to the PVO. These beds are used by our members, their
family or friends and returned when no longer needed. This saves a family a lot of money instead of
renting a bed from a medical supply company and is greatly appreciated by people who, because of the
illness, are often financially stretched.
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Of course, hospital beds are a small part of Willoughby's portfolio. It needs only to be said, that a
Parabat truly in need never goes away empty handed from our Enablement Fund. Naturally, our resources
are not great and we cannot take on the job of ongoing monthly support of Parabats in need. We try
however to help everyone once.

In die visier van die PVO maatskappy:
Di e daar st EnbblemenhFundd &R) fen einde Parabat veterane finansieel te onder-steun
waar en soos nodig tydens krisis tye en situasies

Gemeenskap ontwikkelings projekte daar te stel deur middel waarvan behoeftige Parabats
ondersteun kan word by wyse van self-help skemas, bemagtiging, vaardigheidsontwikkeling en
kapasiteit bou, en

Werklose persone in beskikbare opleidingskursusse te plaas ten einde sodanige persone met
werksvaardighede toe te rus deur middel waarvan hulle vir nuwe werkgeleenthede in die ar-beidsmag
moontlik mag kwalifiseer.

Ondersteuning aan lede van die PVO:
Parabats in nood:
Kontak die naaste aan jou bekende PVO Canopy.

Voltooi die vorm Aansoek om Ondersteuning en handig dit in by die Canopy sekretariaat wat
sowel die aansoek as die persoon in nood en die situasie sal verifier.

Registrasie van die versoek om ondersteuning by die EF / Canopy vind hierna plaas waarna hulp,
soos die situasie dikteer, verleen mag word, en wat mag insluit voedsel pakke, mediese bystand /
medikasie, skuld berading, maatskaplike dienste, werkgeleenthede identifiseer, ensovoorts .

Beleid tans is dat waar van toepassing, diensverskaffers vergoed word vir dienste gelewer en dat geen
kont ant aan individue beskikbaar gemaak word
betaal word deur die EF / Canopy as om kontant aan individue te oorhandig.

Hoekom aansluit by die PVO:
Jy kan, uit hoofde van jou besondere agtergrond en ervaring as gekwalifiseerde valskerm soldaat:
Bydra tot die vestiging en uitbou van die wa
interafhanklik van mekaar lewe en mekaar ten volle ondersteun in welke omstandigheid en situasie
ookal.

Die PVO ondersteun, ontwikkel en uitbou tot die unieke lewensaar wat RSA Paratroopers
vereniging onder een gesamentlike valskerm doek

As veteraan kan dit tot jou voordeel strek om as bevestigde, vol-opbetaalde lid op:

Die Nasionale Veterane Databasis geregistreer te word deur middel van PVO structure

Toegang verkry tot die SA Militére Veterane Voordele wat in die regulasies daaroor ingevolge die
Wet op Militére Veterane in 2014 afgekondig is, waaronder basiese pensioen, medies, behuising,
studie hulp, ensovoorts.

Meer volledige inligting oor die PVO is beskikbaar by die web adres: Parabat.org.za.

Valskerm soldate het reeds tydens opleiding gewys dat hulle swaarkry kan vat! Veterane kan dit nog
steeds doen, maar deur die jare is daar som-mige van ons wat onvoorsiene probleme ondervind soos
siekte, ongeluk-k e , wer kl ooshei d en Osen andebnoedkaakiikhede tgkedp.dDiso m k
hier waar die PVO Enablement fund spesiale hulp verleen aan ons makkers wat ingeskrewe lede is van
die PVO Parabat Veterane Organ-isasie.

Die PVO Enabl ement is On sukses ver hawoldnib.iUihdiee d i
aard van die saak is baie van die gevalle waarmee die Komitee werk sensi-tief en vertroulik.

Tot en met die einde van 2019 het die PVO makkers gehelp met ongeveer R400 000 deur kontant,
dienste en goedere. Lede het ook borge gekry wat groot bydraes gamaak het vir projekte, soos onder
andere vir die droogtehulp projek.

Die PVO Enablement Fund staan op twee bene.

Binne Canopy verband - PVO Canopies help lede binne canopy verband.

PVO Nasionaal T Hulp aan lede en/of projekte. As gevolg van beperkte hulpbronne en fondse work
| ede eenmalig finansieel gehelp. Om hulp te bekom
na hul Canopy gaan vir hulp en sal dan na die Enablement fund verwys word. Lede word ook gehelp om
aansoek te doen vir hulp by DMV.
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Lede is die afgelope 5 jaar gehelp met i Kos, Medisyne, Dokters, Speelgoed, Skool sake, Klere, Geld,
Werk, Akkomodasie, Aftree oorde, Hospitaal beddens, DMV registrasies, DMV medies, DMV studie
beurse, Medaljes. Die PVO het ook toegang en kan lede help met berading, PTSD en ander emosionele
bystand. Ver |l ede jaar het die PVO 6n groot projek aange
hulle veteran valskermsoldaat broers, wat erg swaar gekry het in droogte geteisterde gebiede. Met die
samewerking van valskerm organisasies soos LAARSA, Rooiplaas, die Cape Canopy en andere asook
groot borge uit die privaat sektor is tonne voer aan boere in die gebiede soos Calvinia afgelewer. Dit was
6n duur ondernemi ng, ma hufp vemening ed skenkirgs dad wrganikasias @n
individue het hierdie projek gorrt verligting gebring. Ons valskerm broers was besonder dankbaar hiervoor
en het ons | aat weet dat dit hulle 6n .hupstoot en |
Sien beeldmateriaal van die projek hier i
http://parabat.org.za/wp-content/PVOapp/DroogteHulp2019-11-07.mp4

Kontak my gerus vir enige navrae
willoughby@mweb.co.za

T ‘.."’h‘ YR J/a _
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HERE IS THE STORY OF WHERE THE NAME
"FLOSSIE" CAME FROM.

Not many years after the arrival of the C130B's onto
the SAAF register, South Africa became embroiled in
a Border War along the South West African/Angolan
border. There has been much good and bad written
about that conflict and | am not going to add further to
that issue, other than to point out that the C130's were
used on a daily basis to convey troops and material to
and from the border, and in later years SAFAIR,
operating L100's, were contracted to assist in the air
transport effort. To the casual observer the C130 and
L100 look so much alike that one could be forgiven for
thinking they were the same. Having said the above |
can now get on with story.

At 28 Squadron, the operators of the SAAF
C130's, was a Flight Engineer named Phil or "Flippie".
He was a most dedicated man who ate, slept and
dreamed C130. In his private life he was a most
disciplined man (real old school, soldier), who never
ddahalfjob of anything. You
worth doing, do it properly or don't do it at all"

Phil was married to a lady with the real old
English name of Florence. In her family she was
called Flo, and among her siblings she was called
Flossie. (By now you can see where this is going)

Being the consummate professional Phil would
ALWAYS walk out, long before the rest of the crew,
to the aircraft he was scheduled to fly in and do a
proper pre-flight inspection. A few of his fellow flight
engineers would pull his leg and tell him the aircraft
was only due for a major technical inspection at a
future date. His standard reply was "Chaps, if you
treat and look after your aircraft like you look after
your wife, she will never let you down" This comment
always gave all of his Squadron mates a smile. Over
the months, whenever his crew were due to walk out
to the aircraft they would ask "where is Flippie, is he
at Flossie? or Come guys we shouldn't keep Flossie
waiting" or comments along those lines.

In time the reference to Flossie was made more
often at the movement control section at Air Force
Base Waterkloof and more and more people became
attuned to this reference and this then morphed into
all troop transport, becoming known as "FLOSSIE"

You may ask how | know this bit of history. The
simple answer is that Phil was my Father and
"FLOSSIE: was my Mother.
Editords not e:
for penning it."

A great st

FROM ALL OVER

S
e

! Anonymous 02/22/17(Wed)09:11:28 No.79676775
This reminds me of something | read from the
Bush War

>Rhodies recover enemy rifles after each
engagement

>They keep finding rifles with the rear sight dialed
in to the highest setting, practically fucking
indirect fire

>They are extremely confused by this

>Eventually they ask a prisoner about it during
interrogation

>Literally none of them know what the sights are
for, they think that choosing the bigger number
makes the gun shoot harder

Warfare in Africa is truly unbelievable

>>79678011 # >>79678022 # >>79678742 #

. Harry Van Rensburg e X
" 4h - &

Dit is so normaal dat n dienspligtige geregtig was
op 2 biere n dag.....hier is die storie hoe dit
ontstaan het....Ek was saam 4 SAU op n veldbasis
langs die Limpopo rivier oos van Musina dit was
Desember maand en onbeskryflik warm....Ons het
n besoek gehad van Gen. WP Louw sodat hy ons
vroee Kersete kon bywoon....die basis
bevelvoerder was Kmdt Sias...Hy het Gen Louw
oorreed dat n dienspkigtige ook geregtig is op 2
biere n dag....en in daardie moerse hitte het Genl.
Louw dit dadelik goedgekeur....die manne 4 Sai
wat ook daar was wat ek kan onthou was Kpls
Botha en Fouche en Kapt Van der Walt.

« Uitstallings van Militére-kuns, boeke,
* Lesings cor Opersies van die SAW: Léer,

* Cuca-shops (Verversings)
* Verkope van versamelaars items

+ Boekeverkope en nuwe projekte witstallings

Mel 2022

PRO

pA'I'm 09n00 - 17h00

MifTenE ~ wpome
Preto

* Kaartpes by die hek: R100 per voertulg
[Spesiale afsiag op res van VTM se ervarings
op 2 Mei 2022)

* Opbrengs gaan vir die Voortrekker
Monument en Pro Patria Museum

voertuie, uitrusting en wapens,
Vioot, Lugmag en Medics.

* Kontak info@@propatriamu
* Jandre du Plessis by 074 408 3572

SUm, O 23
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ONE HELL OF A STORY

US paratrooper Joseph Beyrle served with the
101st Airborne Division during World War II. Prior
to the start of the Normandy invasions, Beyrle
jumped twice into occupied France to coordinate,
provide arms, and money to several French
resistance units. He then jumped into France on
D-Day, destroyed an enemy gun emplacement,
was captured, escaped, and captured again. He
was beaten nearly to death, his uniform and dog
tags were taken from him. A German soldier
attempted to infiltrate US lines dressed in Beyrle's
uniform and was killed. The US War Department
believed Beyrle had been killed in combat and
notified his parents. His mother refused to believe
her son was dead and continued to ignore the
calls from the family to accept his death.

Beyrle was taken into captivity at an German
controlled POW camp. He attempted to escape
and was shot and wounded. He survived on
minimum food and medical attention. Beyrle
would be held in seven different POW camps and
escaped again, this time the Gestapo was ready
to shot him, claiming he was a spy. He escaped
again and found his way to a Soviet armour
brigade which was near the POW camp. Beyrle
having knowledge of engines and mechanical
background assisted the Soviet tank unit which
was equipped with American made M4 Shermans.
He served with armour unit commanded by a
Soviet female officer and acted as a scout for the
Russians against German positions. He was
wounded again when German dive bombers
attacked the Russian armour column.

He was taken to a Soviet hospital where he
met Soviet Marshall Zhukov who was curious on
how this American paratrooper ended up in a
Soviet hospital. Zhukov was so impressed with
Beryle's story he provided safe passage back to
the US Embassy in Moscow.

Due to the US War Department believing
Beyrle had been killed back in June 1944, the US
government kept him under guard for several days
until his dental records confirmed he was indeed
Beyrle. Beyrle served more combat time with the
Soviets than the Americans and received both US
and Soviet citations.

Beyrle returned home and married his
sweetheart by the same priest who two years
earlier had held his funeral when his family
believed he was dead.

Here is Sgt Joseph Beyrle's Prisoner of War
picture after he was captured again by the
Germans.

Justin MacEwen FB 10/11/2019

CHEF DU PARACHUTEAGE

Phyllis (Pippa) Latour, a South African who spied
for the British. At the beginning of the
century her father and his brother emigrated
from France to South Africa. Phyllis was one of
three children born in South Africa and still a
teenager when her father died, followed by her
mother soon afterwards. The children were then
cared for by an aunt married to a Belgian pilot
stationed in the Belgium Congo, and later
Rhodesia. When war broke out, she joined the
WAAF and was transferred to England where she
trained as a secret agent. She did commando
training, including some 14 parachute jumps,
afterwards entering France several times by this
means to operate with the French underground
forces.

She had a few close encounters with the
enemy. On one occasion she was caught with a
radio crystal on her and saved herself by
pretending that it was an electric fuse. On another
occasion she was returning home when she
noticed German uniforms hanging on what they
took to be a O6clothes |
of her portable receiving set. For these and other
acts of bravery she was awarded the MBE.

Though we know very little about her training
and experiences, the written histories of other
British spies, such as Nancy Wake, does paint a
general picture of what role they had to play.
Nancy Wake was an Australian lady who
happened to be in France when war broke out.
She began to rotate stranded Allies back to their
lines until, with the German security forces hot on
her trail, she fled to England. There she trained
and was parachuted into France, where she
became a chef du parachuteage in charge of
equipping the French underground for their part in
the final phases of the war.
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DAKOTA ACCIDENT

On March 31, 1973, and after several military

operations in the Alto Cuito region, which lasted a

twenty days, the 3th CCP of the BCP 21, began the

return to Luanda via Cangamba, in 2 Dakota planes,

one with Portuguese crew, one with South African

crew, on the bumpy plane boarded a portion of the

1th platoon and the 3" section of the 2th. After several

minutes of flight, a crew member came out of the

cabin s h o ut hing gautsida\jNjEewthingy
outside, everything outside ".

The Parachutists wondered because they didn't
have parachutes, and then they saw taking the food
boxes combat and others, and throw out the window,
so the plane wouldn't lose altitude due to overweight,
but the problem was a right engine malfunction and
the plane actually ended up having to make a forced
landing  (according to photos).The Aircraft
Commander had the ability to divert the plane from
the forest and land in a clearing that spotted a few
miles away.

Fortunately, the accident did not result in serious
injuries!
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story fbid
=2548678645213914&id=120302521384884

THE MEMORY ROOM, OF THE
MUSEUM OF PARACHUTE TROOPS

This room fulfils its function as a place of
memory of the Parachutists, but transcends
this aspect, because it is the bearer of a
symbolic aura, which is indispensable in the
ritualization of two significant elements of the
mystical Parachutist: the notion of timelessness
of the condition of the military parachute and
The enormous solidarity that unites the
members of this troop, even those living in
relation to the dead. As paradoxical as it may
seem at first glance, this memorial space brings
in itself the perception of the immortality of the
Parachutists combatant.

This is heavily rooted in the army, providing
continuous renewal of sentiments identifying
the military parachutists, differentiating them
from the military's other military.

-
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Bronze Wings. 1225 mm long and weighs 35 kg.
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https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=2548678645213914&id=120302521384884&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUiPp7dzVEjfYr-fzOohWn5Sw8IH63lriXiQZ5IwakYae7iMDFqyZ-iW4sbu3uyAblAYAqBCdLVSMPHQKqOpMTKyIpfAHd_NsQGkSn3tLKZzCsfUEyIsFub4DOY6hBbjZSO32arBbufiZ2Mq1J_AT4LiyBdH_tPyrTxs5jVseChjhZDvzlvHoZj5KnYrCJ0oHuZKL3q32oQt6dGTUaBhBma0NmrbJH9reI7yWcYZ2nsiqqDCAHSzgPy2qWVPW810JoDR0B5T11JnHBiC3LhLc5B&__tn__=-UK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=2548678645213914&id=120302521384884&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUiPp7dzVEjfYr-fzOohWn5Sw8IH63lriXiQZ5IwakYae7iMDFqyZ-iW4sbu3uyAblAYAqBCdLVSMPHQKqOpMTKyIpfAHd_NsQGkSn3tLKZzCsfUEyIsFub4DOY6hBbjZSO32arBbufiZ2Mq1J_AT4LiyBdH_tPyrTxs5jVseChjhZDvzlvHoZj5KnYrCJ0oHuZKL3q32oQt6dGTUaBhBma0NmrbJH9reI7yWcYZ2nsiqqDCAHSzgPy2qWVPW810JoDR0B5T11JnHBiC3LhLc5B&__tn__=-UK-y-R
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‘Sersant,

moet ek

my kussing vat?’

p , Peet van Schalkwyk skryf hoe hy
55 jaar gelede as valskermsoldaat
gekwalifiseer het.

ulle het ons die”Para-

bats ™ genoem. Een Val

skermbataljon is in

1961 gestig, dieselfde
jaar wat Suid-Afrika 'n repu-
bliek geword het.

My valskermopleiding het in
April 1966 begin, toe Sgt Barry
Sadler se “Ballad of the Green
Berets” 'n treffer was. Gereeld,
as ek laatmiddag na strawwe
opleiding badkamer toe gestap
het, het dié lied uit slaapsale
weergalm. Ons was almal s6
trots, ons was “fighting soldiers
who jump and die”.

Ons was almal uitgesoek.
Tani. Die trots van die land. En
toe word ons gevra om aan die
vyfjarige herdenking van Repu-
bliekwording by die Voortrek-
kermonument deel te neem.

Die week voor ons vertrek na
Pretoria het 'n sersant ons laat
aantree en gesé wat ons moes
snamneem: geweer, slanpsak,
skoon klere, tandeborsel . .

Hy bulder-vra of ons enige
vrae het, waarop ek toe vra:
“Sant, moet ons 'n kussing ook
sanmvat?” EK verstaan nou nog
nie waarom die sersant om die
hoek verdwyn het nie. Of hoe-
kom een ou op sy maag gaan lé
het en die grond met sy vuis ge-
slaan en sy voete op en af ge
skop het nie. Of hoekom van
die ander ouens geknipmes het
van die lag nie. Dis tog 'n rele-
vante vraag!

My aanstaande en Verwoerd
Die viering op 31 Mei 1966 het
begin met 'n militére verby
mars. Vooraan het pantservoer-
tuie gery, dan het ons Parabats
gevolg en daarma nog troepe.
My aanstaande vrou, Charlotte,
was een van die toeskouers. Sy
was destyds in st. 9 en het nog-
al gewonder of haar toekomsti-
ge man dalk tussen die troepe
IS

Die aand het ‘'n massakoor
onder leiding van Anton Hart-
muan opgetree. Mimi Coertse
was die solis. Charlotte se ou-
ers, Wim en Erna van Veijeren,
het in die massakoor gesing

Ek was deel van 'n voorstel-
ling van Suid-Afrika se deelna-
me aan die slag van El-Alamein
in Noord-Afrika in 1942 - geklee
in uniforms van die Tweede
Weéreldoorlog, kompleet met ou
gewere. Dr. Hendrik Verwoerd,
eerste minister, het die aand
met 'n toespraak afgesiuit. Hy
het in 'n hod stem gepraat, sy
kop kenmerkend skuins gekan-
tel. Ek het eenkant op 'n wal ge-
sit en luister en kan niks ont-
hou van wat hy gesé het nie,

Troepe praat nie terug nie

Dit was bitter koud toe ons die
week vantevore agterop Bed-
ford-lorries in die nag in Preto
ria aangekom het. Ons het in
tente op die grond geslaap en

o D
t puidd

’ Foto: ISTOCK

elke middag geoefen aan die El
Alamein-voorstelling.

Eendag, toe ons by ons tente
kom, beveel die kaptein ons om
ons gewere skoon te maak.
“Maar kaptein,” sé ek , “ons het
dan nie geskiet nie!™ Kol Jan
Breytenbach, wat agter my ge-
staan het, het dit gehoor en
voor my kom staan. Téén my,
met sy wolwange wat my neus-
gate gekielie het. “Troep! Jy
praat #a&$%,! nie terug nie. En
$#%.8#! "."& @!" Ons was al
mal so gewoond aan die army
se manier van praat. Jy staan
maar op aandag en wens dat dit
kinarkry.

Die laaste aand in Pretoria
kon ons elkeen 'n hamburger
kry, bedien deur skoolmeisies.
Maar een hamburger 1s maar
min. Ek val toe weer agter in
die tou in en beland by dieself-
de meisie, wat my kwaai aan-
kyk: “Jy het al gehad!™ Ek dog
dis onmoontlik dat sy my kan
herken, ons is dan so baie. Ek
sé: “Is nie”. Sy sé: "Is, daar’s
krummels om jou mond!”

Nagsprong bo die Rosestad
Sowat 350 van ons het daardie
jaar in Bloemfontein met ons
opleiding begin, maar net 60
sou kwalifiseer. Die instruk-
teurs het onder mekaar gespog
hoeveel hulle “weggewerk™ het.

Net die topfikses het die eer-
ste twee weke se strawwe oefe-
ning gemank, vir die res was
dit RTU - Return to Unit. In die
twee weke daarna was dit oplei-
ding uit 'n nagemaakte vlieg
tuig. Groot, sterk manne het
uitgeval - te bang om 10 m ver
uit "'n aapkas te spring.

Daarna moes ons nege spron-
ge doen om te kwalifiseer. Nog
meer het uitgeval. Die lanste
sprong was op 'n donker, don-
ker nag. Toe my valskerm oop-
maak, het ek Bloemfontein se
liggies daar ver onder gesien.
Toe die liggies gelyk met my
was, het ek geweet die grond is
naby, al sien ek dit nie. Ek het
die grond getref en 'n rolbewe-
ging uitgevoer. Daardie aand
het een ou sy been gebreek en
ons instrukteur het sy voet ge-
breek.

In die middel van die nag het
ek my ouers, Koos en Lida van
Schalkwyk, op Hartswater ge-
bel en vertel dat ek pas my val-
skermvlerkies verwerf het.

W Van Schalkwyk Is 'n afgetrede
dosent van Potchefstroom.

Catherine

Leroy, 2l-year-old French war
correspondent photographer, prepares for an
operational jump during Operation Junction City,
February 23, 1967, Tay Ninh Province, South
Vietnam. She was injured during the operation and a
year later she was taken prisoner by the Vietcong,
took photos during her detention and finally managed
to escape.

During the 1970s, she travelled to various
countries at war: Somalia, Afghanistan, Libya, Iran,
Iraq, and Lebanon. In 1976, she was the first woman
to receive the Robert Capa Gold Medal for her
photographs of street fighting in Beirut during the
Lebanon War.

Catherine Leroy died in 2006 from cancer.
Thanks to Jean-Marc Larcheveque

s
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A young Chris Schulenburg with Prime Minister lan Smith
and Genl John Hickman.
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AIR POWER
18 October FB

Wild Weasel artillery? As they say, there's more than one way to
skin a cat! During the 1988 South African Bush Wars, the South
African Army used weather balloons to trick Cuban air defences
in Tchipa (Angola) into action. The Cubans fell for the ruse,
launching 6 SA-6 SAMSs to blow the harmless balloons out of the
sky. The South African observers promptly used the firing data
to plot the location of Cuban SAM sites and subjected them to a
four-hour-long, 200+ shell, long-range "artillery" bombardment.
The much-feared SA-6, the teeth of Communist air defences in
Tchipa, were knocked out.

Alastair Graham

They were bombed with artillery for many hours that night before
we went in with the tanks the next day.

TIKO BIKES

FN AS 24 (tricyle aérotransportable i
air portable tricycle) with four Belgian
paras. Operation OF
1964.

The AS24 was a light transport
vehicle designed for use by paras and
air-mobile infantry and could carry
weapons, ammo, supplies or even 4
soldiers (and their gear) on its bench-
style seat. Reasonably comfortable,
though maybe not for the more ample-
figured, it could reach speeds of
60km/h (37 mph). David Barber FB
15/01/2022_

Lydenburg Bats |
Jaarlikse Brgai

Saaim
gaan weer
na
OHRICSTAD
IATSKY /.
PAD STAL
0836008380
MARTIN
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/149669448556169/user/100003300946199/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUkENKEC25nVLfzb4y_OFmdQg9b29yR539VLxpQk0ij5yEH4rpKvZQmB0ttZU1c3THgs_me2IajAzz4NK1PSIoFUAu6-r4zig2uWI2mHXEREVTY13N_V0FiLj3R2PnZ-1dbfW2cvX5Rf1RSgX6SFi1lKvt57FFeoxlICFpVs-2kms7nepTgpFbMd6Nmze0hS8vNqcpzkMa13kzxWKUx07e5&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/RealAirPower/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVIa3_67ZwpLDB91Rlkbt2MCg0LjNkQvVgqQ2_h4-APh20zJaMcFPkXTRsuSmn97IIv4Pd9duhA4NldzgNoAhxorhfEu2euAP9m4bfZnd5n63InLnhDZt1__d7MgtBf3CF02-bsLP8g1Khm5PQH2Pk_QNK6f6KOsi2cBzCtYVSHO27wQQ41J4Ny09db8kkQYYRFmRySHr-iNZV3-tOu2E2UNJemtTaqzNamD7yTmxOl2NdncmR6wsrvorVb0cPyNhb4beTc2vPvKlnsfwxRNyew&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/RealAirPower/posts/2038257449645445?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVIa3_67ZwpLDB91Rlkbt2MCg0LjNkQvVgqQ2_h4-APh20zJaMcFPkXTRsuSmn97IIv4Pd9duhA4NldzgNoAhxorhfEu2euAP9m4bfZnd5n63InLnhDZt1__d7MgtBf3CF02-bsLP8g1Khm5PQH2Pk_QNK6f6KOsi2cBzCtYVSHO27wQQ41J4Ny09db8kkQYYRFmRySHr-iNZV3-tOu2E2UNJemtTaqzNamD7yTmxOl2NdncmR6wsrvorVb0cPyNhb4beTc2vPvKlnsfwxRNyew&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/331114016961618/user/662815883/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVIa3_67ZwpLDB91Rlkbt2MCg0LjNkQvVgqQ2_h4-APh20zJaMcFPkXTRsuSmn97IIv4Pd9duhA4NldzgNoAhxorhfEu2euAP9m4bfZnd5n63InLnhDZt1__d7MgtBf3CF02-bsLP8g1Khm5PQH2Pk_QNK6f6KOsi2cBzCtYVSHO27wQQ41J4Ny09db8kkQYYRFmRySHr-iNZV3-tOu2E2UNJemtTaqzNamD7yTmxOl2NdncmR6wsrvorVb0cPyNhb4beTc2vPvKlnsfwxRNyew&__tn__=R%5d-R

THE SAVIAC PARACHUTE STORY
BY JOHN PIERSON AND ROD MURPHY

A foreword to John's story of the SAVIAC by Derek
de Kock Thursday, 31 August 2017

Time has dimmed my memory but in approximately
1974 soon after we had started to train the Selous
Scouts in HALO parachuting, it became very
evident that the Safety Equipment Section could not
cope with the limited number of parachutes
available for the increased training and operational
needs. | made all sorts of noise to Air Force H.Q.
and one day a civilian came into the PTS Hangar
and asked me how many parachutes we needed
and what type we would like. At the time we had
tried out some SAVIAC Mk2 parachutes which
appeared to be very similar to the British Tactical
Assault parachutes we had tested.

The British T.A. originally had a deployment
fault which we had rectified with #18 thread some
time back, as mentioned in a previous chapter. We
had also tried out PT 10 American parachutes and
were using them on a daily basis. However, due to
their rip stop type material, repairs were becoming
a problem for the very hard pressed Safety
Equipment Workers.

The SAVIAC static line parachute was the
answer to our problems. | seem to remember the
order placed with the gentleman who visited me that
day was for 400 SAVIAC MK2 Free Fall parachutes
with the proviso that each one had a KAP 3
automatic opener. | also seem to remember that
3600 SAVIAC static line parachutes with 360
reserves would keep us out of trouble. | have no
idea exactly how many parachutes we actually
received but we were always able to draw enough
to keep us going in PTS, for training and later on
Fire Force. Derek de Kock.
https://highabovefarbeyond.blogspot.com/2017/
08/the-saviac-parachute-story-by-john.html

The above photograph is of myself coming in
to land in the pit close to the mark during a
competition against the South African Military.
The parachute | am using is the SAVIAV Mk2
and the block construction of the canopy can
be seen clearly.

This photograph of a T10
parachute clearly shows the
bias construction of the
canopy. The X type parachute
canopy was also
manufactured using the bias
construction method. This
method supposedly made the
parachute stronger in fact so
strong the human body was
unable to break it

»

LAN

This photograph from John Pierson clearly
shows the block construction of the
SAVIAC Mkl parachute canopy. This
particular canopy has been modified into
what appears to be a TU modification or
possibly a double L which would give the
parachute a forward speed of approx 8 km
per hour. During the Rhodesian war on
terror we had a number of T10 and SAVIAC
Mk1 parachutes modified for use by HALO
parachuting on moonless nights. On some
of those occasions the parachutes were
abandoned.
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Djihad in Mali

n Sprong
totregin *
hart van

die terro’s

Terwyl meer Europese magte by die
konflik in Mali ingesuig word, is daar
geen einde in sig vir die vyandelikhede
in die streek nie, skryf Al Venter.

e sou ooit kon dink
dat gevegstakticke wat
deur die destydse
Rhodesiese weermag
in die 1970 verval:
maak Is, ‘'n halfeeu later In 'n ander
Afrika-oorlog gebruik sou word?

Dit Is presies wat besig s om te ge-
beur in die weninsurgensie-stryd in
Mall in Wes-Afrika waar Europese mag-
te gewikkel is in "n stryd met vasberade
en uiters goed gemotiveerde djihad-
magte wat probeer om die “ongelowi-
ges™ uit hul land te verdryf.

Franse Vreemde-legioen-elemente
verbonde aan die Tweede Buitelindse
Valskerm-regiment - waarskynlik
die mees aktlewe militére cen-
heid ter wéreld - volg die

voorbeeld van die ou Rho Russe het
desian Light Infantry (RLI) hul besw

met nagspronge direk in Ty
teercelsixishion o Book: onderskei in

tes van minder as 200 me-

In navolging van die ou
RLItaktiek vind hlerdie aan-
valle gewoonlik twee-uur in die og-
gend plass met die Léglon étrangere
wat die vyand tromp-op takel in verras-
singsaanvalle wat vandag selde elders
plaasvind. Anders as in die destydse
Rhodesié is die landskap in Mali groot-
liks oop en droog en die risiko’s formi-
dabel, maar dit lyk of dit werk.

Soos die Rhodesicrs destyds sliap
die Legionnalres in Wes-Afrika langs
hul valskerms met hul ammunisie klaar
gepak, gereed om binne minute te ont-
plooi wanneer die bevel kom. Die ge-
woonte dat elke soldaat altyd sy uitrus-
ting by hom het, is *n tradisie wat lank
reeds in dié legioen gevestig is,

Met verwysing na sy kamerade vertel
‘n Amerikaanse Leglonnaire my verle
de maand dat burgers van meer as 130
Lande In sy eenheid dien - 'n werklik
ongewone mengsel van mense en per-
soonlikhede.

“Ons het hier mense wat voorheen
dokters en prokureurs was, sowel as
huisbraak-veterane en ander avontuur-
verslaafdes. Onder hulle is ook ‘n hele
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hul militére
ter. eskapades.

paar Suid-Afrikaners. Hier meng Jy met
die beste en die slegste, so dit is aleyd
'n unicke ervaring.”

Dit is miskien beduidend dat die
Amerikaanse weermag deesdae die tak-
tleke en modus operandi van die
Vreemde-Jegioen met "n mate van skep-
tistsme beskou, Bale van hul offisiere
glo hul opleidingsmetodes is te taai en
te gevaarlik. Tog blyk hul benadering e
werk vir die Legionnaires wat tans in
Afrika veg.

Die oorlog in Mali is ook anders in
ander aspekte. Die Franse weermag
wat daar ontplooi is - op die grond en
in die lug - is 'n gesoute, gevegsgehar-
de mag. Daarom soveel meer ver-
stommend dat pres. Emmanuel
Macron sy land se magte in
die streek met die helfte wil

verklein. (Hy het onlangs
beveel dat die soldate wat
ontplool is as deel van
operasie Barkhane teen Ju-
nle verminder word van
5000 tot net minder as
3 000),

Sommige front-basisse In die noor-
de (insluitende die strategies belangri-
ke Kidal in die noordooste, naby die
grens van Algerié en Nigen), is reeds
ontruim.

0ok Timboektoe, op die rand van
die Sahara-woestyn, is die afgelope
week aan ‘'n onbekende lot oorgelaat,

Die djihadi's lek sekerlik hul lippe af,

arlik

Terwyl die Franse planne maak om hul
betrokkenheld In die streek in te kort,
Is Moskou, of meer presies, die Wag:
ner-groep (waarna The Times in Lon-
den neerhalend verwys as “Poctin s¢
private weermag™ besig om blinde-
lings in die konflik in te foeter.

Poetin se huursoldate is nou reeds in
konflikte in LibiE en die Sentraal-Afri-
kaanse Republiek betrokke en is na wat
berig word ook “aktiel ontplooi” in
Zimbabwe, Angola, Guinee, Guinee-Bis
sau en moontlik die Demokratiese Re-
publiek van die Kongo. (Van meer on-

'n Groep Malinese soldate wat deur Europese magte opgelei word.

middellike belang vir Suid-Afrika is die
feit dat die Wagner-groep - volgens die
Amerikaanse nunsagentskap Bloom:
berg - nou ook kantore In Lesotho,
Botswana en Eswatini het. 'n Mens
moet vra watter voorultsigre hulle in
Sulder-Afrika sien - of s00s een skeptl-
kus opgemerk het, dalk het Julius Male-
ma se mense hierop 'n antwoord.)

Moskou se invioed In Afrika Is na-
ik giftig. Meer kommerwekkend s
egter die feit dat dit in 'n dulselingwek-
kende tempo uitbred, In ruil vir sy dien-
ste kry die Wagner-groep glo eksklusie-
we voorregte en lisensies om wapens,
tegnologie en militére dienste te bekom
en minerale en natuurlike hulpbronne
in hierdie lande te ontgin,

Maar waaroor niemand praat nie is
die feit dat die Russe hulself beswaarlik
onderskei het in hul onlangse militére
eskapades op die kontinent,

In Mosambiek het hulle in Septem-
ber 2009 met trompetgeskal opgedaag
met ‘n mag wat alles ingesluit het van
helikopters en infanterie gevegsvoer-
tule tot gesofistikeerde ke !
middels,

Vier maande later was hul safari lets
van die verlede, Hulle Is deur "n Klomp
kaalvoet Islamitiese militante uit die
land verdryf wat dle basiese beginsels
van guerrilla-oorlogvoering in onge-
naakbare en moellike, beboste terreln
bale beter as die Russe geken en ver-
staan het,

Meer onlangs, In Mei 2020, berlg The
Times se korrespondent Richard Spen-
cer dat “Rusland se elite-hunrsoldaat-
korps, die Wagner-groep, tot *n verne
derende onttrekking gedwing is toe
hulle in *n militére avontuur in Libié
met Turkye gebots het™,

Volgens Spencer Is honderde Russe

asie-
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wat die Franse moontlik sal Lt ten
minste gedecltelik te vul. Duitdand be
plan reeds om binne die volgende ses
maande ‘n paar swaardiens Slhorsky
CHPSIE helikopters vir die vervoer van
sy magte na Mall te stusr. Berlyn is duk
dedik yoornemens am sy betrokken
heid te verhoog en 'n groter speler In
die gebled te wond.

it sal waandkynbik bake van sy Furo
pese bondgenote wie se spesiagte
reeds Jede van taakenag Takuba bs aan
moedig om ook il deel te doen,

Ook Brirtanje i bale meer betrokke
as wat Whitehall wil 1oegee met lede
van die Britse SAS wat n Mall ontplood
Is. Ander lancke wat spestagite 1ol tauk
meag Tukuba bydea Is Belgle, die Thjeg-
wiese Republiek, Denemarke, Esttand,
Frankyyk, Geickeland, Nederlarid,
Noarwes, Hoemenie en Swede, Taak
mag Takuba vorm op sy beurt deel van
die Franse operaske Barkhane

Soos die Vreemde legloen se nag:
spronge lestreer gebrulk takisag Ta
halsa taksbese innovasies wat Lenkluy
op die slagveld pesien is. Die Europese
g gebruik cok - pet soos bl tedstan-
ders - motorfletse, 'n vinnige en doek
treflenide manber om in die woestyn
oor die weg te kot in 'n omgewing
waar Jy nools weet

verfllm waar hulle suidwozros wit Tripo-
11 e clie seadd Bank Wakid ontteek nadar
In;lcihnlm- bondgenote lalle in die

steek pelaat het. Daar |8 toe gesé dat
dle Russse met hael artilierie en ander
swaar wapens na ‘n basks weg van die
front tenuggeval het.

O deesdae 1 votlog as Jovrnalis te
ded kan ‘o ongeloallik komplekse affe
e wees,

1 die ou doe het fy Bloor pan die ge-
vegsitont gearriveer, rondgesta whe
belteer by, gesé wie Jv i en dit fy bletle
aksde wil wier As jy nle persona non
grara was nle, was dit gewoonlik
genoeg en fy bs locgelaat om
Jou werk te doen.

Om die djihad in Mall 1e
dek her ek die 10esiem
ing nodig gehad van die
land met wie se magte ek
wou skaked, met Navo
(omdat alle Europese weer
e b die streek licflande
193, asook dié van die Aalk-rege

nng

Omclar die Europese ingryping in
Mall ‘' operasie van die Verenigde Na-
sies is, moes Lissabon boonog die VN-
hoofkwartier in New York formeed na-
der vir reestemming dat ek die Pornu
gese muytte i die gebhicd mag besock

[t wlles het dus “n rubdde geneem,
muaar uiteindelik het ek in die middel
van die nag van Lissabon na Bamako

Sells Moslems
van Suld
Afrika haas
hulle
daarheen.

wit oor dle vol
gende heuwed op
Jou wag nle.

En soos die

Rhodesiées van
ouds ts daar nou
ook klandestiens
Kleln-eenheld-ont-
ploatings,

Die grootste ver
skl tussen Malk en
dle Rbodeslese bos-
oorbog Is egter We
feit do hiende
loogs mobicle Exro

dlangwa gevileg het
mnn

D vorlog in Wes-Alrika b bale unders
as enigiets wat ek in die verlede erviar
het, grootliks omdat die VN weler om
militér betrobke te raak - al het hy
15 000 soldate In die gebled ontplood
en steef onskuldige mense oral om hul
le. Onmndat sy soldiate nie ‘o nundaar
het om “In te meny nle” glo die VN
hoofkwartier skynhaar dat die djihadi's
mwnse liks en regs straffeloos kan
vermoor,
Alles Ls darem nie heelte
mial verloge nle. Daar is die
Franse soldate en helikop
ters wat in e gedvied omt
plool s wat nle onder “n
VN-mandaat optree nie,
maar die verhooding wssen
Parys oo Bamako s so gespan-
ne dat Macron nou begin praut
daarvan om sy mag te anttrek

Of clit hoegenannd moontlik is, ks
nie duideltk nie.

Sedert 2013 het daor reeds 20 Frame
soldate in e pedded pesneuwel (die
helfte van hulle in die afgelope 30
maande). Bale ven Macron se aankon
diglng dat hy die Franse magte gnan
anttrek net as ‘n verkiesingsfoebie.

B p Is die Franse uitstekend met

vertrek agter in ‘n C130 Heraules saam
met amper "0 hele eenbeld Pormugese
soldiate skouer aan skouer in die onge-
makiike sell-sitplekie - presies net soos
talle geoerasies Suid Afrikamnse soldate
van die Wateckioof Jugmuaghasls na On-

Miendie soott ootlogvoering.
mEn

Wit wel duidelik is, Is dat ander Euros
pese mugte pereed staan om die gaping

pese taakspan né-

rens been gaan son
der dat bommelnde al hul bewegings
monitor nie.

Amerika bedryf een van die grootste
hommeltulg oorlogvoeningshasisse op
die pluneet in die Republiek van Niger
(op die oosgrens van Mal. Hiervan-
daan belwer Ameribaanse operatetrs
M9 Reaper (sens ook bekend as
"Predator ) hommelie wat bale akde
slen. Hierdie onbemande viieguade Is iy
staut oun 24 uur Lank fn die Jug te bly
et " redkafstand van byna 2 000 ki
en bs bale doelreffend om yyandelike
vermodns 1e ontwrig.

Die MQ9 kan tot agt Lasergelelde -
tot-grond Hlelltire missiele afvuur. Die
Hellfire is witers akkuraat, rig min kol
Luerale skade aan en kan selfs n renk
vermietlg. Ander et missiele wat nie
ontplof nle - hulle doen hul verwoes

tingswerk met 'n
wollende lom war iAok Duarte de

Vacr e lq'lﬂ)' on
dle insittendes ver.  Vourder van die
lugmag-

mink, Portugesa
Die jongste aan eskader In Mall
dubdings ts dat die Amerika-
ners dit vorweeg om diesel(-
de wapens ok na die
noorde van Mosambvek
te stuif

Om dle sltuasie In
die gebied verder e
kompliseer hot die
dfihadi's ni pres, Joe
Biden se {later om
it Afghanistan te
ontrek nuwe lewe ge-

liunc glo as die Taliban daarin

Lon alaag om die Ametikaners wit Sen
traal-Asié te verjaag dit nle vreeslik
mocilik sal wees om dieselfde met die
Frame en Ewropese muygte in Wes Afrl-
ka te doen nle,

Die gevoly van hiendse logika bs dat
e Mali-Insurgente nou teen ‘' besten:
dige koers versterk word soos buite
landse vegters van dle Midde Ooste
(rak, Jemen en elden), asook Somall@
on sells i paar Sadd-Afrilunse Mos-
e hutle na die gebled taas, (Onthoy
dat bale ekstremistiese Monlerns van
Durban en Port Elizabeth in lrak én Af-
ghandstan gevey het - sommige met on
derskelding.)

Hoewel dbe Navo-mag saam met whe ok
in September ontplool wis, ontken het
dat die rebelle oor enige grond-tol-hug-
misslele beakik (en in hierdie saadium
I it waankynlik beeltemul korrek), is
i duldelik dat hugmagre wat in dle
atreck vlieg hate bekommend by oor die
moontiikixek! en reeds beyin et met
maatregls om dié gevaar die hoof te
Bled Dde Portugese b veral kweshaar
omdat hul exkaders in Mall waarskyntik
een van die bealgste operasionele lug
mageenbede in die gebved Is.

Alrtna C295 mediumreswaar vragdieg
e van die Portugese se 502 kader
vikeg van Bamako na Gao, amper
1000 km nootdoos en of die grens
van Niger enr Burking Faso, Van doar
doen die messte viugte byma elhe basis
aan dle front nan - indultende dié in
clle senrrale sektor, tans die gewelids-
digste gedbed In die and.

In 'n reusagtipe Lind soos Atall, vas-
gevang in m voortdepende guerritln-
steyd, speel die lugmag "o kandinale
rol. 0t kan due peem v ‘n Lotvool
om padlangs van een basts na n ander
1e reis met die voortdurende gevaar
van hinderlze, landmyne en gelimprovi-
secrde plofioestelle.

Anders as die Fronse gevegseenhede
(of die Europese spesmaglede van uak-
ag Takuba) wat Boofsaakhk van Gao
in die ooste werk, s die VN Aroepe
hoofsaaklik basisgebonde en nle direk
by vyandelikhede betrokke nke
Die VN-hasksse, altesaam sewe, is
Twofsuklik suid van Bamako, nader
san die gress van Guinee en die [voot-
kuy geled, Die bedrelging hier bs egrer
steeds groot genocg dat alle troepebe-
wegings planvind in gepantsende wer-
e in komvool, met o sterk besker-
mingselement op sleeptou,
Veral na die Amerikaners se Af
ghaanse debaled het dit stan-
dawrdprosedure in die
streed geword en almal in
die basis waar ek was
sells die dokter en haar
mediese span - is met
handwapens bewapen, Ek
kon ook nérens gaan son
der drie of vier puntser
voertude en minstens
“n halfdosyn tyfwagne
nie. s eenvoudig: In
Mali vat nlemand
meer hanse nle.
Dit s duidelik
een van didrde
soort norloé,
W Al Venter is 'n

se ervaring van kon-
fukte in Afrika.
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In die vroe+ 19806s was

op Eenhana te gaan doen;dith et gegaan Recces groe't

Leér patrollie wat teruggetrek het sonder om -
SWAPO aan te val. Niemand is in hierdie voorval Fort Dopples
gedood of beseer nie. Die uitkoms van die RvO was e A
in elk geval dat die patrollieleier se beslissing om e T T Mgy S by Weiae
terug te trek om weer more te veg die beste 5 :

beslissing onder die omstandighede was 1 6 r

briljante bes.l-jrigelLuiccreant.r o

Ek het vanaf Ondangwa
en die |l oods was nog na
matriek | aaitie gelyk, |

Y

SI R! 0 myMBalutria het ons opgestyg en op
Eenhana geland; ek kon toe reeds sien dat hierdie
jong man op Sy senuwees
op Eenhana het dieselfde jong vlieénier my kom haal
met die Cessna. Toe ons inklim merk hy toe vir die
eerste keer my vleuels op.

Na opstyg se hy toe ew

her now siro en | os die
sonskyndag en geen wind
terug Ondangwa toe, was

vliegveld te nader nie. Toe die radio egter raas met
die beheertoring se stem, sé ek toe ewe vriendelik:
iYoung man, this is youl WAR DOG "DJAGOO

mu s t execute the |l andir )
Cessna-pomt 5l andi ng gema Ihe War Dog "Djago”, was famous among the

hoppe darem op die aan|oopbaan geb|y Toe ek hom Parachutists troops of BCP 31 in Mozambique, his
vra nadat alles afgeskakel was, waarom die Scent to detect ambushes. Its enthusiasm when
skri kwekkende | andi ng, a leavingon combat missions, despite the difficulties
be a very experienced pilot sir, | was extremely the dogs faced due to the weather, made Djago a dog
nervousao, waarop ek ant of War above average. He was found death in
man , I am only a passen September 1967, in operation "Alfa Lock”, when he

geval, maar geglimlag. Wonder wat sy reaksie was accompanied the Skyline Hunters Company (1

toe hy wel later uitvind die vleuels was valskerm CCP), inthe Diaca area. _ _
vleuels. He was duly honoured by his fellow Parachutists,

Daan Nel| after all he was part of the War Machine.
Photos: Mor Serrano Rosa
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1) Venter kan net nie weg-

bly 2 dle shote begin klsp

nke.

In ‘n loophaan wat strek

van Hiafra, Libanon en E1
Salvador tot de huidse konfEk in Mali,
is Venter met reg ‘n legende in die wé
reld se bonfliksones.

Op &3 is hy die oudste steeds-altiewe
oorlogdorrespondent in die wéreld.
Hy werk al Langer as 40 jaar vrysku vir
Jane's Defenice Werkly, die grootste mili-
tére inBgringsdiens in die wereld

“Ek Boreer daarop.., wat kan ek sé.
Dis al 60 juar, seker so 25 oorlod en re-
volusies verder,” vertel Venter uit Enge-
Lend.

Weens sy cuderdom moes die hoof
van die Portugese weermug, adm. An
tinio Ribeiro, hul kabinet versoek om
Venter verlede September ssam met

die Portugese kgmageenheld van Na
vo na die oorlog in Aali te meg neem.

“Die bevelvoerder in Mali vertel my
dit was nogal saks, toe hy vir die me-
diese offisier noem by neem femand
saam wat die corlog gaan dek en die
ouan s amper K3, was daar w0 0 lang
stilte cor die foon. Tee vra die dobten:
Is dit nie teen die wet nie?

“Ek was 'n maund saam met hulle.
En die snankse ding, baie van hul ow-
s was destyds saam met mry in die
vatlog in Mosamblek en Angola,

“Gelukkig &s ek baie fiks, so hulle het
pou gesien ok hou by en ok is op hoog:
te van die moderne taktieke, wapens
en dié soort ding. Dis deel van my ke
we"

Toe bulle vir hom ‘n koedhaste
baadjie en veiligheidshelm wou gee,
bt hy vir hulle gesé by wil rde blasé
Aink nie, “masr ek het nog noolt daar-
die gped gedra in enige oorlog nie, be-
halwe in Deiroet wat stedelike guerrily
oarlogvoering het. Dis te warm, in elk
geval. Halle het lekker gelag daaroor.

“Die ven offider het vir my gesé ‘Al
God is goed vir jou, ek kan nie ver-
staan hoe fy soveel dinge kon oorleef
whe, jy bet lets wat hake kosbaar is.

“En 2k stry nie, ek is nie ‘n Jesus
freuk nie, maar ek gho wel sterk

Hy het vir die jong Portugese troepe
g=sé- “As ek nie annhou doen wat &k
doen nie, sal ek doodgaan.”

Venter wis minstens 20 keer wel by
ma dood, en nie net op die cordogsveld
nhe. Ook tydens 'n duik na die wrak
van die fregat SAS Trannaal in Vals-
baai, toe hy 76 was.

“Ek bet "o Vomp dom dinge gedoen
wat ek altyd vir leerlingduikers aansé
om nie te doen nie. £k duik al amper
"0 halfeeu, en as dit nie vir de vinnige
optrede van die oudviootdullers Rod
King en lan Lowe was nie, was ek
dood *

Hy het verskele dullboele geskryf,
ook 00r sy vele ekshursies agrer haake
aan.

“Terwyl ek nou skayf ann my hlogra-
fie, het ek bewus geword van die feit
dat ek "n angewoon-gelukkige man s
Ek het soveel dinge corleef”

Op sewe, agt het Venter sy eerste
soorsmssak van geweld gehad, Hy shryf
hoe sy stiefpa, die dorp se bankbe-
stuurder, naweke gereekl op hom ge
shiet het,

“Hy het my ma in sy dronkenskap
pesluan, en dan het ek op sy nug pe
spring, hom met my vulste getaked (vir
wat dit werd was), vinnig Laar los en
straatal polisle toe gebol terwyl my
stiefpa van die stoep af met sy geweer
op my lostrek.

“Gelukkig was daar nie babe strasthy
te nie en die sdobberige ou donner was
selfs sober "n vrot skut®

Op 1 bet sy (blodogiese) pa vir hom

n reinkaartjle in die hand gestop om
vir vriende in die destydse Noord-Rho
desll (Zambié) ne gaan kuber. N8 die va
kansie het hy besluit om terug te ry-
loop, “Platsak, en voor my het
2500 km gewink,

Van Chililabombwe, amper teen die

Al J Venter. A friend of Pretoria

Canopy

met Al J. Venter

Hanlie Retief gesels

o O R A RO

Al Venter: As’n
orlog jou roep

As ek nie aanhou doen wat ek doen nie, sal ek doodgaan!

Kongo-grens, 1ot Aarist Brothers' Col
in L .

Sew jaar later, toe by die vioot ver-
Laat het, bet by van Kaspstad tot in
Mombesa geryioop wasr hy die eerste
offisier van "n Nooarweegse skip oor-
reed het om hom saam te neem op ‘n
Lang imerkontinentale reis tot in Mone-
real.

"ly moet jonk, voortvarend en 'n
bietjie dwaas wees om so lets aan te
vang. EX het aan al drie vereistes vol
doent™

Dit was die woorsped tot sy “profess-
onele Mein potpourti™ vor die volgen
de halfeen.

Daar is gereedd op hom gesidet, by is
twee koer opgeblaas deur Sowjet-land
myne, platgetrek deur malaris en
tifus, .. 0 ja, en deur ‘n “hoer” met ‘n
mes aangeval e hy Taar toenadering
verwerp het.

Hy s persoma non grata in verskele
Lande.

Venter het in 1965 gekwalifiseer as 'n
genoot van die instituut van geoktrooi-
cerde deepsmakelaarns in Londen en
op 27 de eerste daaglikse veerboot-
diens, e Stena Line, tussen Frankryk
en Heittande op die beens gebring,

Dié opwinding verby, bevind hy

homsell 0 sy vioed

mense gedoen het, was

30's in Lagos, steeds Al Venter en sy slsvrou, buitengewoon.”
in die sheepyvaarthe- Madelon, in Suid-Uibanon Die drie dae op die
diyf, saam met kol. Yoram boot Machilda op die
“Ek her doar sange- Mizachi van die lszaelse Ogowe-rivier onderweg
kom vyf dae nd die weermag. Regs Venter 1 Schweitzer in Lamba
WeRrInag N stasts en sy vriendin réné, was onvergestlik
greep wrgevoer het besig om cesters te eet s die vierde grootste 1t
Toe begin ok skryf tydens hul besoek aan vier in Afrika, en vandag
daaroar, want daar Suld-Afrika kort voor Co- net 30 algeded en miste
was geen buitelandse vid-19 uitgebresk het. rieus as ‘n halfeeu gele-
Joernaliste nie” de, omring deur digte,
SO het AL ). Venter cnontdekte oerwowd.
s¢ einthike loopbaan begin. Op die dek van die Marhilda met sy

In ‘0 artikel vir Huisgenoot, Mel, Ju
nike 1966, het Venter 1 tweede revolu
sie in Nigerié voorspel. Drie weke later
het dit gebveur,

“Ek kon daarma niks verkeerd doen
nie,” lag by, “almal het gedink ek is hel-
derslende. Klaas Steyther, Elsa Joubert
s man, was die redabreur, Bl my
€N Seun se peetn, was een van die
heel cerstes wat deur Afrika gerels

Hy vertel van sy ontmoeting met le
prand docteur Albert Schiweltzer by sy
bashospinaal in Gaboen, skasrs maande
voor Schweitzer se dood.

“Ongewoon, effens ooverdrasgaam,
maar “n man van God. Wat hy vir daal

BO passasiens, varkeo, bokke, hoendens,
ape en een geprakseerds todlet wat
hang oor die water, het hy hom verluis-
ter aan die oorwoudklanke,

Grom. Blaf. Thnk. Kwaak, Olifante
wat trompetter, mofifiere wat brul.
Plek-plek groot troppe seckocke en af
en toe 'n shang so dik soos sy arm wat
VAN OCWer 1O oewer swern.

"D was nle ver van dieselide stroek
waar Joseph Conrad met die wisseling
van die vorige eeu rondgehang het nie

e wprergrond vir sy onverpeetibe
Heart of Darkness”

Die Afrika van nou?

*'n Tragedie, elnthil. EX was 18
maande gelede weer in die Sentraal-

Afrikauanse Republick. Dis skrikwek
kend hoe dinge daar verdeg het. Die
ellende en lyding is oogeloaflik*

Blatra, waar 'n rebellegroep in 1967
van Nigeri# probeer afitiz het, het hom
geruk.

“As kinders so om jou doodgaan - Jy
kom noost daaroos nie. In Sierra Leone
was ek saam met (die veteraan fuursol
daatvlbednier) Neall Ellis in sy verou-
derde Sowjet-helikopter war gelek het
as dit redn

“Ons het rebelle probeer shiet wat
kinders en ou vroue se arms en bene
in "0 totaal disfunksionede guerrilly oor
log afgesny het.

“EX het gesien hoe hulle 'n meisietjie
van 1 maande s s afny”

Venter se vriend, die voormalige
Amerikaanse Spesiale Magte-operateur
vn Vidinam vetersan lob MacKenzie, is
duar vermoor.

“Sy weduwee het miy vertel die rebed
le het sy hart uitgesny en dit rondgegee
vir almal om “n hap te kry. In hal ver-
wronge koppe was dit biykbaar 'n te-
ken vaan pespek vir 'n ongeloofiike dap
per man”

NA sy exvaringe in Biafra, het Venter
‘n boek oor die dien van bouin
mense in Suid-Afrika geskryf.
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o :
?’&“‘ |"‘ >
Venter saam met die veteraan-
Neall Ellis in

huursoldaatviiegnier
Sierra Leone *in Merdie ou Sowjet-
gunship wat in die reén gelek het”.

Colowred: A Profile of Two Million
South Africans was sy tyd ver vooruit.
Hy wou “die regering van die dag kasty
vir die ldiotiese wette waarnan holle
hierdie arme siele onderwerp bet”.

Venter was n 1982 saam met Ariel
Sharon se aanvalsmag in Befroet. Vir ‘'n
dekade was hy pereeld daar om die
ooriog In Libanon vir Brietanje se Jane's
Groep te dek.

In Desember 2008, weer daar, het
dinge bade verander.

“Die djibadiste het presies geweet
wie ok 15, My taxi bs in Libanon by 'n
padblokiade pestop. Nog voor ek my-
self kon identifiseer, het ‘n jong man
my in perfekte Engels pevra; “Waar-
heen is u op pad, meneer Venter? =

In sy loophaan was daar 'n hele
Komp James Bood oombikke, Soos toe
hy en 'n vriend *heel toesalliz® ‘n KGB-
operateur in Rhodesié ontbloot bet.

“Frangods Darquennes het homself in
die Engelse aristokrasie infiltreer. Ons
het die middag gesit en kuder, Darquen-
nes het lets laat glip, en my vriend, wat
heel waarskynlik in Mossad is, het uit-
geroep: ‘You bastard, you are a focking
spyr ™

“Darquennes bet toe soos ‘n
speld verdwyn, Hy is seler nou terug
In Moskow, wie weet”

Die “pu mun®, soos Venter spotten-
derwys na homsell verwyy, bly in ‘n
“leflike Kein hudsie® op ‘n plaas in die
Engelse plateland

Hy gann stap daagliks myle ver In die
hewwels, Dis naby Bigein Hill, die basts
van die legendaniese Tweede Wereld-
oodlog Vikednler Sailor Malan. “Daar's
twaalf Spirfires by Biggin Hill| gister het
hulle bo-oor my gevlieg.” vertel hy, en
Iy hoar encrgle n sy stem.,

“Maar soartie, ek koop nie groen ple-
sangs nle”

En werselfdertyd hoor jy hy s binne.
kot weer op pad Mosamblek e,

Tussendeur is by besig om vier boe
ke te sknyt, sy lasste vier, sé hy

“Ek muak nie baie geld daarui nie,
maar geld &s die minste van my proble-
me, ek is geluklig met my lewe, Dis 'n
poeie lewe™

Hy spot verder en sd by het boeke
oot kernwapens gesknyf, muar kan
steeds nie WharsApp ongsyfer nie.

Amper soos wy pél, die skrywer Fre
derck Forsyth, wat vir hom briewe op
sy betroubare ou tkmasgen skryf.

“EX het onlangs eers uitgevind Fred
dy bet vir die Hritse MIG gewerk. Soos
ek s hy baie gelukkig om nog hier te
kan wees om sy storie te vertel, of devl
dawrvan”

Venter en sy eksvrow, Madelon, het
‘0 seun en dogter. "Ons is nog baie na
aan mekaar Sy doen my redaksionele
werk”

Sy vrlendin, Carolyn, &s 20 Jasr jon
ger 2 hy en bly In 'n 600 juar ous huis
in Surrey. Hulle is al 15 jaar saam, en
hy bet hasr al twee keer gelos omdat
hy soveel ouer is.

“EX het vir haar gesé oor sewe jaar is
¢k 90, toe s& sy sy wil e sew jaar he
‘n Lieflike mens.”

Hy het drie jaar gelede vorfog gevoer
met kunker. NA letensiewe bestraling
kon hy die stryd wen.

Elke aand van sy lewe lees hy twee
ure lank. Van middernag tot twee-uur.
En dan sorg hy dat hy ags ure sbap. AF
tyd

Navorsing, berge daarvan, Is die be-
gin en einde van als, 58 hy.

Forsyth skryf vir Venter: “Dit ks goed
om e sien dar dir ik of jy nd 'n leeftyd
van Afrika “hellholes’ en gevaarsones
rustiger peraak het, steeds lewe en ten
spyte van alles in die warm ombelsing
van ‘n Engelse dorpie woon™

Ex: "ER vermoed dit ons nie etntlik
nog hier rond behoort te wees nie.
Maar ons is, 50 kom ons Bg ons glase in
die naaste kroeg en vier ons gelult*

Saluut, cu man.

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT 1/22

Page 20




NUUS VANAF ORAL /| NEWS FROM ALL
OVER

16/12/2021 7 28/03/2022 I ke

{ | Dit het als in 1961 begin...

J
| DIE ware rede hockom Suid-  temperatuur het met 20 grade
| Afrikaanse boere in dic mocilikhewd  vermunder
| is, hetalles in 1961 begin Geen wonder my miches wil nie
‘ Toe ons geldstelsel van ponde na groeinie

rande verander het. het my oortrokke En asol dit nie genoeg was nie,
l rekening verdubbel verander hulle my grond na hektaar en
| Ek was net besig om daaraan  my plaas verminder met die helfte van
l gewoond te raak, toe bring hulle kilo-  wat ck oorspronklik gehad het
| gramme in die plek van ponde cn my Dis toc dat ek besluit om my plaas
| oes verminder dus met dic helfte. te verkoop.

Toe verander hulle die reénval van EK het pas my plaas in die mark 1

duime na milimeters en ons het sedert — gesit. toc verander hulle myle na
daardie tyd nog nie weer 'nduimreén  kilometers en nou is my plaas so ver

gehad nie. uit die dorp dat niemand hom wil koop
Wat doen hulle toe? Hulle bring ‘'n nie.
ding genaamd celsius 1n cn die En hulle noem dit vooruitgang!
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Jan Bierman; Krige v Heerden; Louis
du Plessis.

(Ds.)- was saam Laerskool, saam
Hoérskool, saam op Leerlingraad, saam
Parabats, saam Kleinboot, See
oriéntasie en Pre Selection kursusse
gedoen by 4 VK en nou saam in Pta
Canopy. Trots om te
onthou nie maar hy sé my vanaand toe
ek Mortier kursus gedoen het op
I nfantrie Skool en
ek hom om Valsk Bn toe te gaan- and
the rest is history
Witwillem.

Cassinga veterane Dave Swanepoel, Boet Pretorius, Willie Jooste en Hugo Murray het op 6 Januarie aan Oom Jan

Breytenbach sy lapelwapen en munt oorhandig.
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Lede kuier by die Inf Bond se 68ste verjaarsdag.
22/01/20211. Willem Pretorius; Deon Benade; Andre
Ferreira; Ob; Genl Kritzinger Onder: Deon aan die word.

Fanie en Lieb 16de Januarie toe die Bats nuwe

kombus toerusting aan Fanie geskenk het na sy
skade deur 6n heuwige st

e
25/01/2022 Lede van PTA Canopy het
6n verrasings aand
gereel vir sy verjaarsdag.

-
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2022 ontvang Pierre du Plessis, Gerhard Kotze en
Gerhard la Grange hulle Klub 50 pette. Regs: Craig
Rheeders, voorsitter, handig die pette en sertifikate uit
aan die lede. 27/01/2022.

Below: My Dad Shai Mulder turned 80 years on
26/01/2022. Daddy, you are my Hero & | love you.
Stephan Mulder.

EX ALTO VINCIMUS 29/01/2022
Today | am blessed and experienced the
Brotherhood of being a soldier and a
veteran. My fellow Paratroopers Rocco,
Pieter and Jacques came to the mission and
presented me with a Beret & Cassinga Pin.
My most sincere thanks to all involved in
making this a day | will not forget. Keith
Radford.
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+ 53

WESRAND CANOPY 04/02/2022
Regs bo i Attie van Niekerk; Deon
Benade. / Links onder i Craig
Rheeders, Anton Wessels, Willie de
Beer. / Regs onder: Willie de Beer.

Onder: SUIKERBOS CANOPY
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06/02/2022 Fort Klapperkop Sonop gedenkdiens van die Militére Inligting Veterane. Links: Johan Scholtz;

Lourens Swanepoel; Roche Vermaak; Hannes Ferreira; Willoughby Brits; J. Chabot; Renaud Booyse. Reg:
Kanadees Sers J. Chabot.
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Nick Hayward 11/02/2022.
Below: Kitch: Nico Beneke; Chris Schutte.

: b o .
Vier van ons Canopy makkers hetby Saar-Mar i 0 n
ingewerk om met die afsterwe van oom Johann de
Villiers t e si mpati seer. (0]

oorhandig.
Butch Williamson, Saar-Mari, Hendrik Kotze, Barry
Olivier en Johannes Conradie. 10/02/2022

| visited Genl Gert Nel and he
sends his regards to all Parabats.
The R4 is the first one made for
SA,isin his collection. Paul J. Els
12/02/2022.
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Savannah Bats Lappies Labuschagne,
Mike Erasmus, Andre van Zyl, Danie
Blom and front Tommy Viljoen and
Neville Cooper met up with Lappies first
time in 47 years.
¢ Lappies is a winner of the prestige
Prince William Conservation award in
2017 and spend more than 37 years in
Africa mainly the Serengeti.

Other achievements he was also
I"f awarded by the President of Tanzania
with a gold medal for Conservation and
massive reduction in anti-poaching and
now have the largest density in wildlife in
the eco system.
Tommy Viljoen 19/02/2022

Great Cape Canopy camp week-end at
Palmiet campsite Kleinmond, great
spending some time with you Ysters!!!

Jaco Van Eeden 19-20/02/2022 bf

Rooiplaas Noord Kaap Canopy is vandag 26/02/2022
S i ; - = gestig met Dries Oelofse wat die span sal lei. Dankie
Yl : P Yo - T i~ aan die MOTH Klub in Kimberley vir hul gasvrvheid
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Van Westrand canopy voorsitter,
Craig Rheeders. Laas maand se
bymekaar koms (24/02/2022) was
32 manne teenwoordig. Gas
spreker was Kevin van Dundee.
Di t was E bai e
praatjie. Mooi om ouens van buite
die valskerm geledere teen-
woordig te sien . Ons sien uit na
die maand se bymekaar kom.
Fred Adams

Wian Reinecke
het sy
vleuelparade
gehad vandag
26/02/2022.
Offisieel
Valskerm
Soldaat in die
French Foreign
Legion.
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Geskiedenis is gemaak toe twee militére lede vir die eerste keer met hulle
valskerms voor die Voortrekkermonument geland het.

Lt kol. Laurel Thatcher en maj Corné My bur g hehowmpo,iPsoo:s
parabatsol date dit noem, om 10 minute-vo
vliegtuig gespring wat bo die monument gedraai het.

Di e Parabat Veterane Organisasie het o
44 makkers wat aan diens dood is tussen 1975 en 1988.

Ltkol . Thatcher het spottenderwys ges?’
LZ (landing zone) waar mens moet kom land.

fToe ek hoor hulle wil hier | and en ek
man vertrou om hier te kom land en dit is majoor Myburg.

fiDaar i s al v°er onder (op die terrein)
oop was. Maar dit is die heel eerste keer wat valskermspringers reg voor die
monument kom land het. Dit was werklik én eer wvir
Thatcher.

Van die veterane het na Thatcher en Myburg gegaan en hulle geluk gewens
met o&n wonderli ke sprong en tong in die
man se broek om in so 6n klein area te k
hoop jullehetjul | e enkels gegymo, het die manne

Na die sprong is die gedenkdiens gehou vir hulle makkers met It.kol.
Ronnie Claassen, wat een van twee oorlewende stigterslede is van die 1
Valskermbataljon.

Aivan 1961 en 1994 i s da @00 vdlskesmspringels2 G
opgelei in die weermag. Om te dink tussen 1975 en 1988 is daar by die 80
operasies gewees. Daar is ongelukkig 44 manne in aksie oorlede, maar dit wys
ook op die ongelooflike opleiding wat daar was, want ons kon baie meer manne
verloor het, o0 vertel Claassen.

Die 13 parabats wat oorl ede is in die
Sentrale Afrika Republiek in 2013 is ook vereer tydens die gedenkdiens.

Verskeie kranse is by die diens gelé vir die manne wat hulle verloor het.

#kultuurtuiste #voortrekkermonument #parabats
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/kultuurtuiste?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWJNfgaAj8HT_63MgZyb8swFRO5HZ-WAe-ue-Q4Z0pAOpOXfZzZDfiFcGELa_QrnmeU6tZjhmAGk2xEQATsVYboGHSjasEIX43UQHesN3CB3mtWiMxmgxMF4tXQCsHsecklTBaZjoU4AJOsSJqn245HsJDWdInRZIcEWyf6atG0yNyHbZzxMvYfcVK_aQgO4EOls-uHPrKZ7pdmJsYxba0moPmeBLeb2DtfgvJSOaOPcI7SMHqvSN9KW-F0obRZyKvbNhDbvoWXtQHLcNHkW6Nh&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/voortrekkermonument?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWJNfgaAj8HT_63MgZyb8swFRO5HZ-WAe-ue-Q4Z0pAOpOXfZzZDfiFcGELa_QrnmeU6tZjhmAGk2xEQATsVYboGHSjasEIX43UQHesN3CB3mtWiMxmgxMF4tXQCsHsecklTBaZjoU4AJOsSJqn245HsJDWdInRZIcEWyf6atG0yNyHbZzxMvYfcVK_aQgO4EOls-uHPrKZ7pdmJsYxba0moPmeBLeb2DtfgvJSOaOPcI7SMHqvSN9KW-F0obRZyKvbNhDbvoWXtQHLcNHkW6Nh&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/parabats?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWJNfgaAj8HT_63MgZyb8swFRO5HZ-WAe-ue-Q4Z0pAOpOXfZzZDfiFcGELa_QrnmeU6tZjhmAGk2xEQATsVYboGHSjasEIX43UQHesN3CB3mtWiMxmgxMF4tXQCsHsecklTBaZjoU4AJOsSJqn245HsJDWdInRZIcEWyf6atG0yNyHbZzxMvYfcVK_aQgO4EOls-uHPrKZ7pdmJsYxba0moPmeBLeb2DtfgvJSOaOPcI7SMHqvSN9KW-F0obRZyKvbNhDbvoWXtQHLcNHkW6Nh&__tn__=*NK-y-R

MILITARY PARACHUTE JUMPING, FEBRUARY 27,
2022.
BY JANET SZABO SABC NEWS

Military veterans in Pretoria have commemorated the
paratroopers who lost their lives in around seven decades in
service of South Africa. In a fitting tribute, the service began
with a parachute jump.

Speaking at a memorial at the Voortrekker Monument,
veteran Fanie Vosloo said it was a time of great sadness
remembering those who paid the ultimate price in carrying out
their duties to their country, family, and friends, and that they
deserved respect and to be remembered.

One of the decorated veterans, 84-year-old Ronnie
Claassen, paid tribute not only to his fallen colleagues, but also
to other paratroopers who have since lost their lives.

He said: fAWe are all/l brothers
training. | take my hat off to you, to those guys who are still
participating today. o

Claassen was also one of the founders of 1 Parachute
Battalion which was established in April 1961. 1 Parachute
Battalion is the only full-time paratroop unit of the South African
Army.

Claassen is one of two surviving members of the original
15 South Africans who were selected in 1960 to be trained in the
UK as paratroopers and to also attend an instruct or 6 s ¢
run by the Royal Air Force at Abingdon.

He says between 1961 and 1994, South Africa trained
between 12 000 and 15 000 paratroopers. During that time, the
country had a very good record with very few accidents.

He added that members of 1 Para Battalion and 44
Parachute Brigade had participated in around 80 operations
from 1975 to 1988 and only lost 44 parabats in action. 44
Parachute Regiment was created in 2000 from elements of 44
Parachute Brigade.

He highlighted some of the dark times for 1 Parachute
Battalion. This included in August 1982, during Operation
Meebos, when a helicopter was shot down claiming the lives of
the pilot, co-pilot, engineer and 12 parabats.

And more recently, in 2013 during the civil war in the
Central African Republic, 13 lost their lives in Bangui fighting
against the Seleka rebels.

As part of the memorial service, veteran Chris Pohl, read
the full roll of honour. Among the fallen were not only those who
saw service outside South Afric:

Six others died in the Southern African Development
Community intervention in Lesotho in 1999.

Adding emphasis to the acts of remembrance, Willoughby
Brits, President of the Pretoria Canopy (as branches are called)
of the Parabat Veterans Organisation, announced plans to
finally repatriate the remains of one of their own i Andries
(6Skil |l i eidgver 4 years after he went missing in
Angola.

Human went missing in operations in Cassinga in 1978.
Brits said they would be going to Angola after the rainy season
around April to recover his remains and bring them back to
South Africa.

He said they had received co-operation from both the
South African and Angolan governments. The intention is to
have a memorial service at the Monument and inter his remains

there as well.

Sever al years ago, veterans 1f
grave on the banks of the Culonga River.

This was after an old man in |

buried a South African soldier with a parachute.

In a touching tribute to his colleagues, Claassen cited the
Battalionds mott oi exoniletfoom¥Mhowned i |
saying this was an indication, not only for the past but also for
the future, that they did not only win from above, but also with
strength from within and above.

ANVE WILLLRENREEIMEE VHBINE'R
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PARABAT REMEMBRANCE PARADE, PRETORIA,
27 FEBRUARY 2022.

WOL1 Paul J. Els, laying a wreath for all the Portuguese Parabats who laid
their lives for our today, while serving in the South African Defence Force.
Sgt José Correia Pinto Ribeiro (former Portuguese Parabat)

S Sgt Francisco Daniel Roxo HC (Milicias, Cabo Delgado)

L Cpl Carlos Alberto Correia Pinto Ribeiro (former Portuguese Parabat)
Cpl Manuel Anténio Infante Ganh&o (former Portuguese Commando)

S Sgt Almerindo Mour&o da Costa PMM (former Portuguese Commando
& FLECHA, DGS)

I S Sgt Ponciano Gomes Soeiro (former FLECHA, DGS)

All were serving members and Operators of the South African Special
Forces. FB
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PRETORIA PVO CANOPY COMMEMORATION SERVICE

Rina and | attended the Pretoria PVO Commemoration Service
(paratroopers) at the SADF Wall of Remembrance at the Voortrekker
Monument on Sunday 27 February 2022.

Very impressive service well executed and very well attended.

In the photo | am with fellow Legionnaires from the South African
legion and in the other Rina and | are with Roche Vermaak from the PVO
and Marcus. Charles Ross

Bay Canopy 06/03/2022
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