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WOORD VAN DIE REDAKSIE 
WORD FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PTA CANOPY CHAIRMAN  

 

PRETORIA CANOPY DOELSTELLING: 

ñHandhaaf die trotse valskermerfenis en broederskap met 'n arendsoog op goeie 
landings!ò 

¶ Broederskap en eensgesindheid gedy by PTA Canopy! Elke man tel! 

¶ Ons Pretoria Parabats vergader elke tweede Vrydag van die maand in Centurion by 
Eveden House Moth Dugout, 139 Glover Avenue. 

¶ Ons byeenkomste bied geleentheid vir lede om te sosialiseer, hul ervarings te deel 
en skouer te skuur. Ons byeenkomste skep 'n gevoel van samehorigheid en dit 
versterk die band van die groep en bou kameraderie tussen lede.  Ons Canopy 
byeenkoms is verseker ón maandelikse hoogtepunt vir almal! 

Ons het 2023 met spoed afgeskop en het reeds verskeie aktiwiteite en geleethede 
bygewoon en ook aangebied. In die tydperk het on 9 Bats gehelp wat in die nood was.   

PTA CANOPY - PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

¶ ñMaintain the proud Parabat heritage and brotherhood with an eagle's view on happy 
landings!" 

¶ Brotherhood is an integral part of all Parabats. We share our common Parabat 
interests, and this helps us to build trust and strong relationships within our Canopy 
and the wider PVO. We promote brotherhood and camaraderie.  

We held a Valentines dinner on Saturday the 11th of February, honouring the women 
in our lives. With more than 100 people in attendance the event turned out a huge 
success.  

Op die 26ste Februarie het ons die PVO Pretoria Canopy Parabat gedenkdiens by 
die Voortrekker Museum aangebied. Ons het hulde gebring aan ons makkers wat nie 
huis toe gekom het nie.  

Hulle leef voort in ons harte en gedagtes! 
 

We asking any Bat that can be available to help at the Bats display on the 1st of 
May at the Voortrekkermonument.  We need hands and items to display for the 
day. 
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ñWees sterk, wees vasberade, 
moenie skrik nie, moenie 

bang wees nie, want Ek, die 
Here jou God, is by jou oral 

waar jy gaan.ò (Jos 1:9) 

ñAan almal wat die sonsondergang van 2022 nie gaan sien nie, ek salueer julleò. 
Willoughby Brits 31/12/2022 
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The PVO website 

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the 
information you need on the organisation. Please 
visit it regularly.  Any paratrooper who needs to 
know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be 
helped from this website.  New members are 
welcome and existing members who are unsure of 
any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries 
there.   

 #Neem asseblief kennis dat die finansi±le 
state beskikbaar is vir enige opbetaalde lede 
vir besigtiging en vrae.  Ons het strukture en 
ouditeure in plek om verantwoording te doen 
vir elke sent wat ge-in of spandeer word. 

 

THE PVO ENABLEMENT F UND 

Essentially, the wellbeing of all Parabats and 
their families is our primary concern. Many of 
us are reaching the age where retirement and 
redundancy become threats to our continued 
welfare. Some of us have been suffering from 
the strain of wounds and disabilities sustained 
during our years as soldiers as well as suffered 
after our military service ended. Others have 
been made redundant by retrenchments or 
affirmative action. 

All these people need help and support in 
their daily lives. 

 

 
Market 

Order from Pretoria Canopy a variety of 
books, CDôs and DVDôs. 

 

2 NEW 
BOOKS 

PelsA Boeke 
Contact Paul J. Els paul@who-els.co.za   
Order books from epos@groep7.co.za 

 

http://www.parabat.org.za/
mailto:paul@who-els.co.za
mailto:epos@groep7.co.za
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FROM ALL OVER 

SALUUT AAN LT KOL JAPIE KEET. 

13 Jan 1983 klim die man op die trein 
en 31 Jan 2023 eindig hy sy 40 jaar 
loopbaan. 

Japie, het deur die range gegaan 
tot op SSers en toe Offisiers Vorming 
gedoen en aangegaan tot Lt Kol. 'n 
Uiters bekwame en lojale valskerm 
soldaat en offisier. 'n Man van integriteit 
en harde werker. Baie paratroopers is 
deur sy bekwame hande opgelei en as 
'n valskerm spesialis in spring en 
lugvoorsiening het Japie die Leër en 
Spes Magte met passie en 
professionaliteit gedien. 

Geniet jou welverdiende aftrede 
Japie, ons salueer jou! 

 

Maak gereed vir AKSIE! Manne, moet nie hierdie geleentheid misloop 
nie! Kom sluit by ons aan op Sondag 14 Mei. Die PVO Pretoria Canopy 
het 'n blok bespreking gemaak en hier is 'n geleentheid om die eenkeer 
in 'n leeftyd Musiekblyspel saam met jou mede veterane by te woon. 
Hierdie vertoning beloof om jou hoendervleis te gee!  Bring jou gesin, 
kinders, kleinkinders, familie of vriende en kom gee hulle 'n skrefie 
inkyk op wat ons beleef het! Neem hulle saam op 'n reis van nostalgie 
gevul met melodie en herinneringe. Veterane drag: Baadjie, das, 
medaljes en Beret. Groepfoto saam die rolspelers. 
Sondag 14 Mei 2023 @ 15h00. / Afriform teater, Menlo Park  
R350 PP. / Bespreek by Annelize Brits 0797009056 of 
willoughby@mweb.co.za. Bank besonderhede by bespreking 

beskikbaar.  

mailto:willoughby@mweb.co.za
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MESSAGE FROM THE PATRON / BOODSKAP VANAF DIE 

BESKERM HEER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Goeiedag aan al my 
Vriende.  Ek het lanklaas 
iets kwytge-raak.  Moet 
nou weer iets skryf 
voordat dit te laat is 
aangesien ek nou redelik 
bejaard raak.  Ek dink 
almal van ons het 
gedurende ons lewe oor 
baie dinge gewonder. In 
die Laerskool het ek 
gewonder wat gaan 
gebeur as ek Std 7 toe 
gaan.  

Gaan die Std 9s en 10s nie bietjie met ons mors nie?  
Nou ja, ons is ontgroen maar gelukkig op ons ou 
Dorpie (Burgersdorp) was daar nie boelies nie en ons 
het dit oorleef. Ek praat nou van die jare 1952 tot 1955. 
Gewonder of ek ooit ón nooi sou kry en gelukkig in std 
9 my eerste "kys" ontmoet. Natuurlik nie vir altyd gehou 
nie.  Gewonder wat ek na skool gaan doen en omdat 
ek nie kon besluit nie aansoek gedoen om vir een jaar 
vrywillige opleiding by die Leergimnasium in 
Voortrekkerhoogte te ondergaan.  Weer gewonder wat 
ek na ón jaar gaan doen, maar daardie soort lewe het 
my so geval dat ek aan die einde van 1956 by die 
destydse Unie Verdedigingsmag aangesluit het.   

I spent a year at the SA Military College where I 
was trained as an Infantry Instructor. Once again I 
wondered to which unit I would be posted to at the end 
of my training. I was promoted to the rank of Cpl at the 
completion of the course and was posted to 1 SAI 
Training Battalion in Oudtshoorn. I spent 27 happy 
months in Oudtshoorn and asked for a transfer to Wit 
Command in Johannesburg because I wanted to be 
nearer to my girlfriend who stayed in Boksburg at that 
time.  

Ek was aangewend as n Skoolkadetinstrukteur by 
Kommandement Wit en skaars sewe maande daar toe 
ek verneem dat die SAW van plan was om n Valskerm-
eenheid op die been te bring en dat daar gevra word 
vir vrywilligers om n keuringskursus by te woon in 
Voortrekkerhoogte. Toe wonder ek of ek braaf genoeg 
sou wees om ooit uit n vliegtuig te spring indien ek 
gekeur sou word om die Valskermspring en 
Instrukteurskursus in Engeland by te woon. Op daardie 
stadium was my enigste vliegondervinding n vlug 
vanaf Kaapstad na Langebaan in n Dakota en terug. 
Wel, ek is toe een van 15 manne wat gekeur is om die 
kususse in Engeland te ondergaan.  

Op 27 September 1960 om 16h30 styg ons op 
vanaf Jan Smuts Lughawe in n DC7B Vliegtuig en land 
die volgende aand om ongeveer 19h00 op Heathrow 
Lughawe. Ons vliegtuig het op Salisbury, Nairobi, 
Khartoum, Rome en Zurich neergestryk op pad 
Londen toe. Die basiese Valskermspringkursus, 
Agooistrookkursus en Valskerminstruk-teurskursus is 
by "No 1 Parachute Training School RAF Abingdon" 
aangebied en die Suid-Afrikaners het uitstekend 
gevaar. 

Tydens die kursusse is daar uit n Ballon, Beverley 
en Hastings vliegtuie asook n Sikorski Helikopter 
gespring. Ek het ook maar gewonder en gebid dat die 
valkerms sonder enige abnormaliteit met elke sprong 
sou oopgaan 

. 

 

Ek is eerlik as ek byvoeg dat my eerste sprong uit ón 
ballon ón nagsprong in die dag was want my kykers 
was toe! Ek moet meld dat ons 15 manne die 
kursusse suksesvol voltooi het.  

We returned to South Africa on 22 December 
1960. This time our flight was in a Boeing 707. We 
met two very famous people on the plane namely Dr 
Anton Rupert and the artist Tretchikov 

Once we were back in South Africa we were 
given 10 days leave and reported to 2 Mobile Watch 
in Bloemfontein.  I took part in an Operation in 
Pondoland and when we returned took part in 
establishing an airborne unit. 1Parachute Battalion 
was founded on 1 April 1961 and the first Military 
Parachuting course in the RSA started in Nov 1961 
and ended in Feb 1962.  In Aug 1965 I resigned from 
the SADF due to personal reasons and joined a 
Tobacco firm as a Sales Representative. I often 
wondered whether I made the right decision and in 
the end the call of the Military won. I rejoined the 
SADF and was once again posted to 1 Para Bn.  I 
spent very happy years there and became the 
Regimental Sergeant Major in 1978. I served in that 
position until the end of 1980. What next, I wondered? 
Posted to the Army College and worked there for 8 
years.  

Terwyl ek daar was doen ek so paar kursusse en 
doen aansoek om Kommissie. Ek het voor n Keurraad 
verskyn en is toe vanaf Adjudant-offisier as Offisier 
aangestel met die rang van Majoor. Word later 
bevorder na Kommandant en word Hoof van 
Opleiding by KOLOT.  Kollege vir Opvoedkundige 
Tegnologie. Na ón paar maande daar word ek die 
Bevelvoerder van Die Spysenierskool van die Lἐer. 
Verbeel jou; n Valskermsoldaat in bevel van Chefs! 
Ek word toe as die PA van die Bevelvoerder van 
Kommandement Noord Transvaal aangestel. 

Destyds die welbekende Brig Gert Opperman!! 
Ek tree vroeg af en voor ek ooit n tweede loopbaan 
kon volg het ek ón hartomleiding ondergaan. Intussen 
het ek gewonder of ek 60 jaar sou haal. Wel, ek het 
deur die Genade. Weer gewonder of ek 70 jaar sou 
haal toe ek in my stembande in 2007 kankeragtige 
poliepe in my stembande laat verwyder het. Ek het 70 
gehaal maar in 2010 kry ek Prostaatkanker. Groot 
operasie gepaard met n hartaanval as pasella! Om 
alles te kroon word ek met Kolonkanker in 2012 
gediagnoseer. Weer ón groot Op en ampertjies dood. 
Toe wonder ek ernstig of ek 80 gaan maak. Ja ek haal 
toe 80 in 2018. Nou wonder ek weer of ek 85 gaan 
haal.  

I will turn 85 in two daysô time and I wonder if i 
am going to make it. I will let you know.  Thanks for 
being a Friend.  Mense hierdie was net om julle ón 
kykie te gee in die Wonderwêreld van Ronnie 
Claassen. Wonder julle ook somtyds? Ek dank die 
Goeie Vader dat hy my tot hier gespaar het.  Aan hom 
al die Eer wat my die geleenthede gegun het om te 
Wonder!!  

Regards/ Groete. 

Oom Ronnie Claassen 16/02/2023  
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Goeiedag al my Vriende, Baie dankie vir die 
positiewe reaksie en kommentaar op my skrywe 
so paar dae gelede. Ek waardeer dit ten seerste. 
Ek het vanoggend om 04h00 opgestaan om te 
kyk of ek nog lewe en seker te maak dat ek 85 
gehaal het. Wel, ek het!!! Prys die Here.  

I am alive and eighty five. Praise the Lord. 
Have a nice day and thanks for all your kind 
words in response to my posting a few days ago. 
Lekker dag en Groete. Have a nice day and 
Regards.  

                 Ronnie Para Bn Claassen 

 

Chris Pohl 
Parabat Pa - Ronnie Para Bn Claassen ons bid 
vir nog baie jare! 

As iemand my sou vra om ón ware Parabat te 
beskryf, dan sal ek oom wou beskryf, maar 
heelaas ek is bevrees self my beste poging sal 
kort van die teiken val. 

Groot agting en respek vir oom. Mag Sy seën 
en vrede oom vashou - Altyd 

 

Koos Moorcroft 
Ronnie dankie vir opregte vriendskap en die 
goeie voorbeeld wat jy altyd was en nog steeds 
is vir ons Paratroopers. Van die dag wat ek in 1 
Valskerm Bataljon aangekom het op 11 
November 1961. Mag ons Hemelse Vader jou en 
jou geliefdes veilig bewaar en seen met goeie 
gesondheid. 

 

Brian Mostert 
RSM Ronnie Para Bn Claassen as I came to 
see you in 1978 when I volunteered for 1 
Parachute Battalion, was a man far removed 
from us new aspirants. Obviously we could 
never befriend you personally because of our 
"status" but always held you and all the other 
Parabat officers in awe. 

Your journey is very inspiring and 
touching. Needless to say that all of us who 
were ever involved at any time during your 
teniour is better off today. 

I then met you again after 42 years and 
marveled at just what a great human being you 
are. I salute you and simply cannot imagine 
what an impact you had on thousands of us 
young men. My very best to you and your wife, 
Rfn Brian Mostert, D Coy 1978. 

 

Albert Geldenhuys 
Dankie vir die openhartige gesprek via Facebook. 
So kan ons almal seker ons verhaal vertel. Wil 
darem kortliks van myself iets kwyt raak. Op 17 
jaar oud na Matriek opgeroep vir 1 SAI Infanterie. 
Nat agter die ore en verlangend huis toe. So 3 
weke by 1 SAI kom ón groep van 1 Valskerm 
opsoek na volunteers. Slaag die PT toetse en 
word na Rooiplaas verplaas. Meld aan as lid van 
A Komp 1972. Alle hel breek los! Doen my hele 
basies by Rooiplaas. Saans word ons deur die 
beroemde Seniors (B Komp) opgeneuk. Van die 
Seniors was glo oor die heining een nag na 1 
SDB waarna n hele paar Pantsers mediese hulp 
moes kry. Toe die beroemde PT kursus. Daar het 
ons deurgeloop onder manne soos Sam Smit, 
Snakes Snyman, Ouboet Kruger. Botha, Burger, 
ens. Ook toe vir die eerste keer kennis gemaak 
met Ronnie Claassen. 

Kieser was RSM.  In ón kwessie van ón kort 
tyd het ons manne geword.  Toe die Springkursus 
wat n nuwe uitdaging was.  Ek het my opleiding 
geniet en lewenslange vriende gemaak.  Onder 
die PFôs sal ek Ronnie Claassen onthou as 
iemand wie respek afgedwing het.  Baie sterkte 
vir die jare vorentoe Oom Ronnie. Seënwens 

 

18/02/2023. 

Vandag vier ons saam oom Ronnie sy 85ste 
verjaarsdag. 

'n Lewende legende, 'n "original" Parabat, 
(een van die oorspronklike 15 manne) en Pa 
van SA valskermsoldate - 'n voorbeeld en 'n 
ware heer wat steeds Parabats inspireer! 

As a founding member of 1 Parachute 
Battalion, Oom Ronnie served our country, 
leading by example with dedication and 
bravery.  His contribution to the military and the 
nation is truly invaluable, and he is owed a debt 
of gratitude by all. 

Oom Ronnie stel 'n voorbeeld van 
leierskap, toewyding en professionaliteit wat 
geslagte van soldate gevorm het, vir die militêr 
maar ook vir die latere lewe.  Sy diens aan die 
land en mede-veterane was en is steeds 
onwrikbaar, en daarvoor salueer ons hom. 

As the Patron of the Parabat Veterans 
Organisation, he continues to inspire and guide 
our younger generation of soldiers and 
veterans.  His support and guidance have 
helped countless Bats and we are forever 
grateful. 

Oom Ronnie ons is dankbaar vir die Here 
se voorsiening, beskerming en genade in U 
lewe.  Alle eer aan Hom. 

Dankie vir die baanbreker werk wat oom 
gedoen het, en wat oom steeds met toewyding 
doen vir die Parabat Broederskap!  Ons is trots 
en dankbaar om hierin te deel. 
Ons bid oom Ronnie en tannie Suzette 
gesondheid, vrede en vreugde toe! Mag die 
Here julle vashou en in oorvloed seën 

https://www.facebook.com/ronnie.claassen.3?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUk5hTEV1vuF1p0W-BGvho7hXsWx13fczHJt34XU21NjtQa7e71RO6iLwVNa_PxoGLWPsc-TP8CEtWBPSXQlC6gSbX1JA10fYR3msCIU8JHAgMwiS6mYVuRB7wygqQeOr2StZTz21-pgluqyvKf0nGC&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/chris.pohl.7921?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxOTU3OTIxMjQ0NDE2MTA1XzcyODM3MjI2NTM2OTgxMg%3D%3D&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVBtu4HuUJr0FziokhqLafuiHMUdD9bqW3XiGkxyOws-4owRcdH41DmySJDY5WgnqATLClBDwkUG7eSCGLD6YHgY_DUQoZnrUgL-mmwloHSmexCE0ypswtGbrXOuIQ9laX1KRvKn3YTUuxWEng--gPpaa7qvxIw7-k43rWTVuvR5Q&__tn__=R%5d-R
https://www.facebook.com/ronnie.claassen.3?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVBtu4HuUJr0FziokhqLafuiHMUdD9bqW3XiGkxyOws-4owRcdH41DmySJDY5WgnqATLClBDwkUG7eSCGLD6YHgY_DUQoZnrUgL-mmwloHSmexCE0ypswtGbrXOuIQ9laX1KRvKn3YTUuxWEng--gPpaa7qvxIw7-k43rWTVuvR5Q&__tn__=R%5d-R
https://www.facebook.com/koos.moorcroft.79?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxOTU3OTIxMjQ0NDE2MTA1XzY5OTQzOTMyODU0MTI1NA%3D%3D&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVBtu4HuUJr0FziokhqLafuiHMUdD9bqW3XiGkxyOws-4owRcdH41DmySJDY5WgnqATLClBDwkUG7eSCGLD6YHgY_DUQoZnrUgL-mmwloHSmexCE0ypswtGbrXOuIQ9laX1KRvKn3YTUuxWEng--gPpaa7qvxIw7-k43rWTVuvR5Q&__tn__=R%5d-R
https://www.facebook.com/brian.mostert.3?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxOTU3OTIxMjQ0NDE2MTA1XzEzNjcwMzg3Mzc0NTk5NzE%3D&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVBtu4HuUJr0FziokhqLafuiHMUdD9bqW3XiGkxyOws-4owRcdH41DmySJDY5WgnqATLClBDwkUG7eSCGLD6YHgY_DUQoZnrUgL-mmwloHSmexCE0ypswtGbrXOuIQ9laX1KRvKn3YTUuxWEng--gPpaa7qvxIw7-k43rWTVuvR5Q&__tn__=R%5d-R
https://www.facebook.com/ronnie.claassen.3?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVBtu4HuUJr0FziokhqLafuiHMUdD9bqW3XiGkxyOws-4owRcdH41DmySJDY5WgnqATLClBDwkUG7eSCGLD6YHgY_DUQoZnrUgL-mmwloHSmexCE0ypswtGbrXOuIQ9laX1KRvKn3YTUuxWEng--gPpaa7qvxIw7-k43rWTVuvR5Q&__tn__=R%5d-R
https://www.facebook.com/albert.geldenhuys.3?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxOTU3OTIxMjQ0NDE2MTA1XzkxOTUzOTAzMjgxNjU0OQ%3D%3D&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVBtu4HuUJr0FziokhqLafuiHMUdD9bqW3XiGkxyOws-4owRcdH41DmySJDY5WgnqATLClBDwkUG7eSCGLD6YHgY_DUQoZnrUgL-mmwloHSmexCE0ypswtGbrXOuIQ9laX1KRvKn3YTUuxWEng--gPpaa7qvxIw7-k43rWTVuvR5Q&__tn__=R%5d-R
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Die rol van die vrouens in die oorlog, was daar ooit 
erkenning gegee aan hulle? Ek dink as daar medaljes 
vir vrouens moes wees sou hulle baie meer medaljes 
gekry het as ons almal saam. Hier is dit wat kolonel 
Jan Breytenbach se vrou geskryf het oor haar 
ervaring tydens die oorlog en meer spesifiek oor OPS 
Reindeer! Sy skryf soos volg:  
ñOn the morning of Ascention day I took my daughter 

to school and then drove up to the Voortrekker 
Monument. The morning was cold and wintery but 
sunny. After walking around the whole building and 
gazing at the city spread out down below with hazy 
mist enveloping the distant landscape, quietness 
settled in my heart. The time was almost 8am. When 
my husband departed a few days ago I knew 
something big was about to happen but had no idea 
what it was. 
As he left I asked, ñWhat time must I pray for you?ò 

ñEight o clock, I will let you know what dateò. A quick 
hug and he was gone leaving the usual emptiness. It 
turned out to be on the fourth. 

As I strolled around the peaceful gardens looking 
for a place to sit out of sight of any one and in 
seclusion, my thoughts were on the soldiers, 
paratroopers about to jump somewhere far away into 
an unknown day of events. The city noises were in 
the background and an ordinary day was starting for 
a million people or so below but I could not be part of 
those activities this day. Today I had to pray. This was 
paramount and filled my whole mind as a spot was 
found were GOD and I could communicate. The 
hours ticked by. I did not know the direction but the 
LORD led me in prayer and I prayed and prayed and 
prayed. Sometimes intensely and feeling so strongly 
that GOD was hearing and I must go through the Holy 
Spirit. The hours passed and sometime during the 
afternoon, I felt a release and gradually relaxed in the 
knowledge that this was all I could do for those guys 
who were, unknown to me then, in the midst of a 
dangerous battle against a well-armed enemy. GOD 
was in control and I drove home to find my daughter 
busy with her homework. 

We did not have a TV but that she could not share 
what was happening in the north because I could not 
tell her, or anyone, as I knew without being told, that 
ñwives do not talk about their husbandôs movementsò. 

We did evening I joined friends across the road 
and watched the news. There I learned where my 
husband had spent the day and why I had to pray so 
vervely. Still I did not let my friends know that my 
husband was involved in what was being reported on 
the news that evening. I watched and quietly thanked 
GOD that he was still alive. There were a few who did 
not return. 
 

Eventually my husband came home. I waited for that 
day not knowing when it would be. He was wounded. 
A sniper had got him. GOD was faithful and prevented 
the bullet from going into his head. It went through his 
wrist which was against the side of his head while 
holding the ear phone as he was was listening on the 
radio. 

Time passed. The paratroopers talked often about 
that day and their experiences and I did not always 
take in what they said. But I knew this was a day in 
their lives they would never forget but somehow I 
thought it was just another episode in their military 
lives. Something they were proud of because they are 
not only soldiers of the best quality but paratroopers 
prepared to go and do their duty and lose their lives 
for the sake of others. 

Then twentyfive years later I learned about that 
day when I typed the manuscript of this book. I read 
the individual stories of bravery and the comical side 
sometimes mixed in, the dedication of the air force, 
the fierce battles and the fact that the whole operation 
had to be changed, around because of being dropped 
on the wrong side of the river due to wrong map scale. 
For the first time I learned how heavily armed, the 
enemy was and how near they were not getting out 
with the Russian tanks rolling in. 

Sometimes I cried as I read, because on that day, 
so long ago, I had been praying not knowing what 
they were going through and many of the accounts 
were heart rendering. My tears were because I did not 
know. I did not know what my husband went through 
when he came home because he never told me. 
Tears for those who lost their lives on both side and 
tears of wonder in GODô S answer to prayer, his 
faithfulness. HE was there and HE empowered the 
soldiers and airforce men to keep going that faithful 
day even if they were unaware of HIS awesome 
presence at the time. 

As I read their stories, I gave thanks to our armed 
forces everywhere who bravely go out to defend their 
country not considering their own lives but willing to 
lose their lives so that we might live in a better world. 
They are a breed of their own united by armed conflict 
and suffering and we at home will never fully 
understand their need to remember those perilous 
times. We can only marvel that there are such 
honorable men in this worldò. 
(EAGLE STRIKE pg 385). 
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ñYOUR CANOPY SUBS IS DUE! 

PAY YOUR SUBS OTHERWISE I 

WILL CATCH UP WITH YOU!!ò 

 
Hi guys, 
Greetings again from Down Here, I trust your 
batteries are charged and your powder dry. We 
had Koos Moorcroft visiting recently and it was 
great catching up, he is over 80 and still trucking 
sterrik! How time flies though, just sad to see so 
many of our guys fading away lately.  

Month end is coming up and I want to prep for 
our 50 year caps and send the bucks required. I 
would also still like to get one as a surprise for 
Johan Burr Dixon here in Perth as well, see 
attached info, then we can join our other elder in 
country Roy Chase. Postage will still need to be 
arranged but am sure I can get my son in Pta to 
collect for us. Incidentally he is the Godson of the 
late General Fritz Loots, long story. I just cannot 
find our course photo, I guess Paul will have in his 
extensive library. 

Till later, take care, 
Slade 
09/03/2023 
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN BORDER WAR IN 
A NUTSHELL FROM 1966 UNTIL 1989 

By Roland de Vries, 29 May 2022 
ñWE WERE SOLDIERSò 

Be proud of who you were and still are, soldiers 
of the former South African Defence Force 
(SADF). Remain self-respecting and be 
steadfast, now, even as we grow older as 
veterans! 

We shall honour and remember our fallen. 
Do not forget about those maimed for life, body, 
mind, and soul. None of their names can be 
checked against name-lists on memorials, their 
wounding lives on in countless memories of 
family members, friends, and veterans. 

In this short reflection about the war, we 
were involved in Southwest Africa and Angolaé 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow. I can only feel 
and express gratefulness. Our combined best 
had proved good enough. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most of the 23-year long Border War, so called 
by South Africans, played out in the northern 
border region of SWA/Namibia and southern 
Angola from 1966 until 1989. The conflict initially 
raged between South Africa and the Southwest 
Africa Peopleôs Organisation (SWAPO). 

SWAPO was fighting a revolutionary war for 
the independence of Namibia whereas the 
SADF fought a counterinsurgency war against 
the Peopleôs Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN 
- the armed wing of SWAPO) to halt the 
revolution. SWAPO was supported in their 
struggle by Russian military advisers and other 
Soviet support structures, the Sovietôs 
substantial Cuban protégé forces and the 
Angolan Government forces. 

The presence of the Soviet contingent and 
their large Cuban proxy forces confirmed the 
suspicions of many intelligence sources namely 
that the actual reason underlying SWAPOôs 
superficial revolutionary objectives for the war, 
was to allow the Soviet and Cuban forces the 
opportunity to annex South Africa with its great 
mineral wealth and strategic geographical 
position for the Soviet Union.  The South 
Africans realised this and understood the need 
to ensure that none of the very visible 
communist forces (so called support forces for 
SWAPO) could cross the South 
African/Namibian borders to facilitate a hostile 
political takeover of the country. 

The South African Army supported by the 
South African Air Force, South African Navy and 
South African Military Health Services were the 
main role players in the counterinsurgency war. 
However, it should be noted that South African 
Special Forces played a vital role, both at the 
strategic as well as the tactical level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They operated with small teams deep inside 
hostile country and were inserted either by foot, 
vehicle, air, or naval means. This included 
clandestine seaborne operations undertaken by 
South Africaôs 4 Reconnaissance Commando 
Regiment, who engaged in a range of raiding 
and war fighting activities along the coastline of 
southern Africa. These operations saw the 
clandestine reconnaissance of harbours, the 
sinking of enemy ships and the destruction of 
shore installations in Angola and Mozambique.  
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Likewise, the South African Air Force (SAAF), 
South African Navy (SAN) and South African 
Military Health Services (SAMS) conducted 
autonomous operations, as well as joint 
operations in support of the land battle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In considering the course of the Border War, it 
evolved through three distinct strategic phases 
which will be discussed in more detail below, 
namely: 
Å Phase 1: Low intensity warfare from 1966 until 

1975. 
Å Phase 2: War escalation from 1975 until 1987. 
Å Phase 3: High intensity warfare from 1987 until 

1989. 
The war could therefore be described as a three-
act drama, with the dense entangled African 
bush, sandy soil and challenging meteorological 
conditions adorning the theatre of war. Pitch in 
bouts of triumph, disaster, anguish, and rapture. 

The mentioned strategic phases were all 
marked by a clear domination of the SADF over 
SWAPO and how they successfully controlled 
the conflict in northern SWA/Namibia and 
southern Angola.  The SADF equally stood their 
ground against the numerical military odds faced 
across the border and succeeded in maintaining 
a favourable balance of military power right up to 
the end.  This was not attributed to fighting 
numbers, but to tactical prowess, superior 
combat leadership and resolve.  The SADF had 
proven beyond doubt that they could adequately 
cope with the insurgency, remain in control, and 
outlast their enemy.  These are all important 
lessons to learn in counterinsurgency and wars 
of long duration. 

Until the mid-1980s the SAAF enjoyed air 
supremacy in southern Angola but then, out of 
the blue, the tables were turned. In the blink of 
an eye the Angolans were dominating the air 
space with sophisticated Russian made fighter 
aircraft, radar, and air defences. This came as a 
nasty surprise and made the ground war 
extremely challenging for the South African 
Army. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The precarious political-military conflict 
festering in southern Angola and northern 
SWA/Namibia at the time had the makings of an 
all-out regional war. 

The situation was described as follows by the 
Maldon Institute, Washington, DC, 1 July 1988: 
ñThe dramatic transformation of the military 
status quo in Southern Angola and Namibia has 
the potential of setting the stage for a regional 
war in Southern Africaò!  It was a touch and go 
situation! It is almost uncanny to realise that the 
conventional war of the final phase had forced 
the hands of the politicians from all sides to opt 
for peace.  

This was fortunate!  That is probably why a 
controversy of who had won the so called óBattle 
of Cuito Cuanavaleô still rages in certain political 
and military circles until now.  It was as if this 
issue and misguided propaganda and continued 
arguing about this from all sides are still 
important today, foolishly so. 
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Give them that, the Cubans were good at using 
disinformation at heartôs content. The point being 
that these great conventional battles fought in 
southern Angola in 1988-89 had been the turning 
point of the war. Accept this whole-heartedly and 
the fact that the individual armies involved, had 
not fought until the one or the other were 
defeated in the end ï another lesson to be 
learned for warfare in Africa!  

Learning by Experience and Exposure in 
Denseness, Darkness and Daylight 

When reflecting on the South African 
experience, concerning counterinsurgency and 
conventional style mobile warfare during the 
South African Border War, one cannot but 
otherwise recite the wise words immortalised by 
Mao Tse-tung in his military writings, namely 
that: ñKnowledge starts with practice, reaches 
the theoretical phase via practice, and then has 
to return to practice. Practice, knowledge, more 
practice, more knowledge; the cyclical repetition 
of this pattern to infinity, and with each cycle the 
elevation of the content of practice and 
knowledge to a higher levelò. 

This the SADF had learned the hard way 
during the South African Border War (1966-
1989) through superb training and successful 
campaigning through the seventies and eighties! 
In achieving this level of excellence many young 
officers, non-commissioned officers and their 
soldiers had made manoeuvre warfare a way of 
life ï a band of daring young commanders and 
men had tossed aside irrelevant military 
textbooks and developed their own doctrine for 
counterinsurgency and mobile warfare, South 
African-style. 

The South Africans became quite adept at 
counterinsurgency and conventional style 
mobile warfare requiring nimbleness in bush-
manoeuvring. 

In so much warfare in Africa as experienced by the 
South Africans were not neat and clean, easily 
comprehended, or linear, with peace and war at 
the opposite ends of the spectrum. At the blink of 
a commanderôs eye, one could switch from 
counterinsurgency to conventional warfare mode 
and back again; or apply a combination of the two 
as we did. 

Therefore, embedded in their operational 
concepts, within the African context, was the 
necessity to wrest the initiative from the enemy, 
which was achieved through high mobility 
operations and deep penetrations behind the 
enemyôs static positions. Many deep operations 
were launched from temporarily established 
helicopter bases. These fighting methods were 
well attuned to the African battle space, and many 
trials by fire resulted in doctrinal innovations 
founded on the lessons of the battlefield. 
It goes without saying that the South Africans had 
learned that fluid conditions were necessary for 
mobile warfare to flourish; that the answer to 
superior forces lay in achieving greater mobility; 
that tactical victory was brought about by seizing 
fleeting opportunities following any ensuing 
confusion. 

Insurgency vis-à-vis Counterinsurgency and 
a Touch of Mobile Conventional Warfare 

At the military level, the SADF fought a 
counterinsurgency war against the Peopleôs 
Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN - the armed 
wing of SWAPO) to halt the revolution. 

SWAPO was supported in their struggle by 
Russian military advisers and other Soviet support 
structures, the latterôs substantial Cuban prot®g® 
forces and also the Angolan Government forces. 

As the war continued South Africa became 
allied to the Angolan rebel movement UNITA. 
Invariably, as the SADF became more and more 
involved in cross-border operations from 1978 
onward, they became conventionally embroiled in 
pitching mobile battles against a vastly numerical 
superior Angolan-Cuban coalition force. The war 
reached its climax during the high intensity 
conventional battles fought in south-east and 
south-west Angola in 1987-1988. 

As such, the South African Border War, and 
the war in Angola in particular, could be widely 
used as a benchmark for the study of not only 
contemporary warfare, but future warfare as well, 
e.g., fourth generation and asymmetric warfare. 
For instance, it was an armed struggle which 
typically evolved into a transnational conflict over 
time and which brought about all the imaginable 
political, diplomatic, military, and social 
ramifications and complexities of war in Africa. 

 



 

 

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT   1/23 
 

     Page 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

More so, this war included low as well as high 
intensity engagements across the full spectrum 
of warfare, playing out within a vast geographical 
expanse over an extended period of time ï all 
elements and events resulting in valuable 
lessons from which to learn. 
 
Phases of the Border War and War Escalation 
In considering the course of the border war from 
a South African perspective, it is clear that it 
evolved through three distinct strategic phases 
as mentioned above, namely: 
Å Phase 1: Low Intensity Warfare from 1966 

until 1975. A long-long internal conflict in 
SWA/Namibia characterised by low intensity 
counterinsurgency warfare directed 
essentially against SWAPO. In the latter, the 
South African Police (SAP) initially led the 
fighting process, until the SADF finally took 
charge by 1974. This war phase included the 
momentarily clandestine invasion of Angola 
by the SADF during Operation Savannah and 
the rude shock that came from its proceeds.  
Å Phase 2: War Escalation from 1975 until 

1987. An era exemplified by rapid 
advancements in military technology and 
when the development of doctrines for 
counterinsurgency and mobile conventional 
warfare saw the light. This period was 
amplified by cross-border operations against 
SWAPO and of fierce conventional battles 
with the Angolan and Cuban armed forces, as 
the war gradually intensified. 
Å Phase 3: High intensity warfare from 1987 

until 1989 and Peace-Making.  By the mid-
eighties, the Namibian War of Independence 
and Angolan Civil War had become closely 
intertwined, as the SADF sided with UNITA 
against the combined armed forces of Angola 
and Cuba in southern Angola.  The 
counterinsurgency war in SWA/Namibia by 
now was almost perceived as a side-line. The 
conflict took on a transnational colour and 
was destined to become much-much more 
than mere low-intensity-and-semi-conven-
tional style fighting. It was driven to its peak 
between August 1987 and August 1988, 
when the SADF and the Angolans and 
Cubans became locked in high intensity 
conventional battles. It was fought between 
the Lomba and Cuito rivers and later on north 
of Calueque on the SWA-Angolan border.  

The mentioned strategic phases were all marked 
by a clear domination of the SADF over SWAPO 
and how they successfully controlled the conflict 
in southern Angola.  The SADF equally stood 
their ground against the numerical superior 
military odds faced across the border and 
succeeded in maintaining a favourable military 
balance of power right up to the end. 

Throughout the conflict there were many 
attempts at peace-negotiations and when the 
war eventually ended after 23 years it was not 
with a clear-cut victory for any side, but in a 
peaceful settlement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is therefore important to realise that the 
objectives of war and its associated strategies 
may well change incrementally over time as it 
assuredly did over the long duration of the 
Border War. From all sides, it may be added.  

Many of the soldiers in the front-line rarely 
realised that the war in SWA/Namibia and 
Angola was continuously influenced by a series 
of high-level peace negotiations at political and 
senior military levels.  This happened at 
alternating overseas venues and usually 
involved the South Africans, SWAPO, Angolans, 
Americans, Soviets and Cubans.  UNITA, it 
seemed, where more or less left out of this 
arbitration loop. Fight-fight, talk-talk, one step 
forward, and two steps backwards, three steps 
forward it seemed! 

How did we as the mere mortals in the firing 
line perceive this lengthy war? For many it was 
just another day on the border and away from 
home...of discomfort in the humidity, denseness, 
and darkness of Africa, of ailments, heat, dust, 
mosquitoes, and flies. 
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Many of our young soldiers never saw the whites 
of the enemyôs eyes, whilst others became 
locked in fierce encounters and either survived, 
or succumbed in fire fights, were wounded, or 
killed by landmines. 

Epilogue ï Strength, Honour, and Faith 
It is clear from this historical perspective that the 
former SADF had stood the test of time as far as 
professional militaries are concerned and of 
military history. Especially for the mark it had 
made on the successful conduct of both 
counterinsurgency, unconventional and mobile 
conventional warfare in southern Africa.  

This legacy reveals the blending of tactics 
from different military cultures; the tradition of a 
citizen army rather than a large regular force; 
and an emphasis on keeping casualties to the 
minimum, reflecting a military ethos that 
accentuated effectiveness rather than sacrifice. 

I pronounce that the South African Army, 
one of the best small armies in the world at the 
time, fought in such an astute way that the war 
never escalated to regional status and that our 
soldiers had fought with honour. 

You were simply the best! 
I sincerely believe that some of the 

reasons the Cubans and Angolans were 
prepared to opt for peace in 1988, were 
because of the tactical prowess of our 
soldiers, outstanding leadership and will to 
fight when necessary. 

I maintain that the purpose of war is to create 
a better form of peace. This is what the soldiers 
who fought on all sides had achieved, also in the 
high intensity battles fought in southern Angola 
from August 1987 until August 1988. However, in 
Africa peace is never that perfect. 

 

When one looks at South Africa today one 
could ask whether this was the kind of peace we 
had fought for: A country fettered by poor 
governance; deteriorating service delivery at 
provincial and local government levels; corruption 
and greed prevalent all over in government circles; 
a country besieged by violent crime, which daily 
threatens the lives of ordinary citizens; ongoing 
taxi violence; the degrading effect of a country 
stifled in racial tension and violent protests, rioting 
and plundering and similar forms of civil 
disobedience. 

We currently live in a criminal state, where the 
government and its police force does not manage 
to maintain law and order adequately! 

Observe the rapid deterioration of our 
wonderful country, especially the smaller towns. 

Cry our beloved South Africa! 
The ANC government has brought shame to South 
Africa! 

However, I remain positive about the amazing 
prospects South Africa offer also in the quality of 
its people and continuous lucid human endeavour 
by many good people. 

A last reflective thought, with gratefulness and 
without regrets: So many individuals, so many 
truths, each story has more than three sides. Even 
the myths spread by Fidel Castro about FAPLA 
winning the battle of Cuito Cuanavale, bless his 
leathered hide. 

We knew well that everything did not always 
go our way in the successive battles fought for 
southeast Angola. However, the mere fact remains 
that we were never defeated tactically. As such I 
had found the reflective thinking and the telling of 
this short account most enlightening, liberating, 
satisfying, and rewarding in discharging my 
responsibility. 

To my mind the South African commanders in 
the field had done their job extremely well in 
balancing two consistent pressing responsibilities 
ï the one battling to outweigh the other and the 
scale was mostly tipped at a precarious angle 
under dire operational circumstances. On the one 
end of the gauge balanced the accountability to 
win tactically at all cost, because there was no 
alternative. On the other end hinged the 
responsibility not to incur undue casualties and to 
bring our troops safely home. This we had done. 

Every person who were involved in the 
border war, in some way or other, counted!  

May all our veterans, their families and 
friends be blessed! 

STRENGTH, HONOUR, AND FAITH! 
ñIf neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you...If 
you can fill the unforgiving minute with sixty 
secondsô worth of distance run, yours is the Earth 
and everything that's in it, and... Which is 
more...you'll be a Man, my sonò! ï Rudyard 
Kipling. 
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Rob, a Collie completed over 20 Parachute 
jumps behind enemy lines with the SAS during 
World War II and was the only dog to be 
awarded the PDSA Dicken medal as well as the 
RSPCA Red collar for valour.  This black and 
white Collie has humble beginnings having 
been bought as a puppy and living his formative 
years with the Bayne family as their farm dog 
and pet. 
In 1942 he was volunteered by the family to 

serve in the British army and was duly signed 
up and soon after saw action in North Africa.  In 
1943 he became the first dog to serve with the 
fledgling SAS taking part in sabotage missions 
in Italy.  After the war Rob settled back into life 
on the farm occasionally making public 
appearances to help raise funds for returning 
POWs.  Rob died in 1952 aged 12 but is fondly 
remembered by Basil who as a boy had learnt 
to walk by holding onto Robs tail and clutching 
his coat. 
The medal, along with books, photos and a 

collar, were sold at auction on Wednesday 12 
October 2022 and raised Ã140 000, far 
exceeding Mr Bayne's expectations. Sold by 
London medal auctioneer Noonans, the sale 
broke the previous world record for a Dickin 
Medal which had been awarded to a pigeon for 
its gallantry during D-Day. 
 

Another dog that saw service with the 
Paratroopers and is himself a Dickin medal 
recipient (1947) was an Alsation/Collie cross 
called Bing.  Originally named Brian he was given 
to the army when his owners were no longer able 
to feed him due to rationing. 
Bing was trained at the Army War Dog training 

school near Potters bar in Hertfordshire and first 
saw action with his handler/trainer L/Cpl Ken 
Bailey over Normandy on D-Day 6 June 1944. 
Bing, by eyewitness accounts had to be coaxed 
out of the plane with a piece of meat and had to 
be rescued after landing in a tree. Bing was 
wounded in action but made a full recovery. In 
March 1945 Bing was dropped over the Rhine with 
his new handler Cpl Jack Watson and took Part in 
Operation Varsity and Plunder as well as the 
advance into Germany. Bing passed away in 
1955. 
The PDSA Dickin Medal for Valour is seen as 

the equivalent of the Victoria Cross the PDSA 
Gold medal instituted in 2002 is known as the 
animals George Cross. And like the George Cross 
it rewards civilian acts of animal bravery and 
exceptional devotion to duty. The Medal depicts a 
laurel wreath and the words ñFor animal gallantry 
or devotion to dutyò. To date the PDSA Gold medal 
has been presented to 30 recipients, including 
Magawa the rat who you read about in Chapter 
three. 

The dogs would be given minimal food 
and water before the jump, and handlers 
would carry a piece of meat in their pockets 
as they parachuted out so the dogs would 
jump out after them. 

Describing jumping out on one of the 
dummy runs with dog Reena, L/Cpl Bailey 
said: ñI called out and she immediately turned 
in my direction and wagged her tail vigorously. 
ñThe dog touched down 80ft before I 

landed. She was completely relaxed, making 
no attempt to anticipate or resist the landing, 
rolled over once, scrambled to her feet and 
stood looking round.ò 

When they parachuted into Normandy 
Alsatian collie cross Bing had to be rescued 
by soldiers after he landed in a tree. 

Bing was sent on another mission several 
months later, with fellow paradog Monty, 
when they flew into Germany as part of 
Operation Varsity. 

After returning L/Cpl Bailey kept some of 
the dogs and bred Alsatians. 

Both articals taken from a new book by 

Stephen Dunkley  Fearless under fire. 
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Markus (born 7 July 2019), a German Shepherd who 
Roche started training as a puppy and is now a fully 
trained service and support dog. While Markus is 
well known in the Veteran community for his 
appearances at Memorial Services as the 
ambassador for all those animals that have lost their 
lives in wars fought by South Africa, he also visits 
veterans at old age homes and shelters as well as 
orphanages to put a smile on the faces of the young 
and the old. Markus also gives comfort to veteran 
families at loved ones funerals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Markus has the honour of being the first dog to hold 
this role. Markus as you can see is an extraordinary 
K9 and at 48 kg a gentle giant with a temperament 
to match. 
Markus has an older sister called Wilkia who 

started the ambassadorship in 2016 at the SAPTIN 
Memorial wall. And while she still attends that annual 
service (last week in August) Wilkia is going on 13 
years of age and while she still has a sparkle in her 
eyes these days she takes a back seat to her 
brother. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
       
 
 Markus as you can see has done so much already 
regarding awareness for animals and veterans and 
for his devotion to duty he has received 
commendations from Veteran Associations like 
SAPS special Task Force, SAMWOZA, SA Infantry 
Association, Parabat Veteran Association and the 
Savannah Veteran Association.  
 

 

The South African Military Veterans Association 
ï South Africa has made Markus a member of 
the association and he received his certificate 
11 November 2021 with his membership 
number being 21 ï 0283 
Markus is also Rocheôs friend and 

companion. He travels with Roche everywhere 
in his side-car (motorcycle). A very special dog 
indeed. Three years into his role with Roche at 
his side Markus is now becoming well known 
not only within veteran communities but also 
the general public. To end this remarkable story 
I use Rocheôs own words ñI have still a long way 
to go to insure we never forget their sacrifice so 
me and Markus will keep goingò. 
Articals taken from a new book by Stephen 
Dunkley  Fearless under fire. 

 

OUR MARKUS 
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Christoffel Hendrik de 
Wet, 2e luitenant van 2 
Veldgenieregiment van 
SA Geniekorps, is ón 
afstammeling van 
generaal C.R. de Wet. 
Soos sy beroemde 
voorsaat, kom hy uit die 
Vrystaat; op Kroonstad 
op skool, militêre 
opleiding op Bethlehem 
begin. 

Vroeg in Desember 1975 land hy met 
andere per vliegtuig op Cela; neem deel aan die 
slag by Brug 14 en help met die heropbou 
daarvan en word dan na Luso in Angola gestuur 
om die geniebevelvoerder, kaptein Terblanche 
af te los daarvandaan trek hy met die 
vegggroep saam. 

Op 23 Desember, sowat 250 tot 300 km en 
knap oorkant die Cassairivier, word ón luitenan 
met ón groepie sappeurs ver terugestuur om ón 
brug te verwoes sodat die vyand dit nie vir 
agtervolging kan gebruik nie. Die luitenant 
verdwaal en tyding kom dat daar wel vyand by 
die brug is.  Die verdwaalde luitenant word per 
radio gewaarsku om te wag, want hy het geen 
beskermingselement by hom nie. 

De Wet kry opdrag om hom met ón vegspan 
by die luitenant aan te sluit en die brug te gaan 
verwoes. Sy vegspan bestaan uit artillerie, 
meestal mortiere, vyf pantserkarre, twee 
pelotons infanterie en ón genieseksie - altesaam 
so 70 - 80 man sterk. 

By die dorp Lumege kry hulle die 
verdwaalde luitenant en sy sappeurs en trek op 
na die brug. Drie, vier km van die brug af trap 
die agterste pantserkar ón myn af en word so 
geskiet dat hy bly staan maar net een van die 
insittendes kry ón paar skrape. 

Toe die skoot afgaan, meen almal dit is ón 
hinderlaag, maar daar word nie verder op hulle 
geskiet nie en kom gou agter die hele pad is 
gemyn. Iemand gewaar ón beweging by die 
rivier en hulle skiet daarheen, maar kry geen 
reaksie nie. Toe klim hulle uit om die pad skoon 
te maak en kry tussen die voorste pantsekarre 
nog ón paar myne. 

Hulle sien duidelik waar die myne in die pad 
versteek is, want nadat dit gelë is, het dit 
gereën, en soos die grond vasgeslaan is, is 
daar sulke effense holtetjies in die pad - dis 
waar die myne lê. 
 

Die hele mag staan terwyl die 
geniemanne die pad omtmyn. Die troepies 
loop met hul mynverklikkers, maar skielik 
spat daar hewige kleingeweervuur oor 
hulle en almal soek skuiling. Die vuur kom 
van die rivier af; en daarvandaan word ook 
mortiere op die pantserkarre gegooi, wat 
nog staan en wag want die pad moet skoon 
gemaak kom. 

De Wet is goed sigbaar daar in die pad. 
Hy kat-kruip voorentoe met sy R1 by hom; 
van holtetjie tot holtetjie gaan hy en lig 
myne; en sy oǛ soek rond na die vyand. 

Hy gewaar ón beweging en onderskei 
figure by ón outomatiese masjiengeweer op 
wiele, hy lë aan en skiet, kruip voorentoe 
tot by ón skuiling .Vyf van die vyand is dood. 

Die vuur is hewig en die pantserkarre 
skiet van agter af om hom te help; die 
infanterie lewer vuursteun aan die flanke. 

Onder koeëlreen langs die rivier kom 
hy tot besef dat die vyand reeds die brug 
verwoes het en toe hierdie netjiese 
hinderlaag vir hulle gestel het.  Dus is hul 
werk afgehandel; hul opdrag was immers 
om die brug te verwoes en dit het die vyand 
vir hulle gedoen.  Hulle trek terug en 
vernietig hul eie mankolieke pantserkar 
sodat dit nie teen hulle gebruik kan word 
nie.   Skielik word hulle weer met mortiere 
bestook, maar dit is nou al sterk skemer en 
hulle gee pad - om die volgende dag die 
opruimingswerk te doen. 

Luitenant De Wet 
ontvang hiervoor ón 
Honoris Crux Goud. 

Bron At van Wyk Ons 
Dapper Helde Honoris 
Crux  
 
REDAKSIE: Stoffel het in 
1976 springkursus 
gedoen. Kursus 7601. 
Hy en 2de Luitenant Diek 
Engelbrecht ook ón 
Sapper, het in Cassinga 
gespring. 

DE WET, C.H. 2 nd LT HCG 
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This lone paratrooper is buried not far from Ranville 
France, in a civilian cemetery and the locals are fiercely 
proud of him, as you can probably see. 

PRO PATRIA MILITARY FAIR 

The Pro Patria Military Fair is a joint 
initiative of the Voortrekker Monument 
and the Pro Patria Museum. 

The Fair will be held on the public 
holiday Monday, 1 May 2023 at the 
Voortrekker Monument Amphitheatre. 

The Pro Patria Military Fair's main 
objective is to: 

Educate the public and promote 
awareness about South African Military 
Heritage and the Defence environment. 
What can you expect: 
Military History exhibitions; 
Veteranôs Organisations; 
Seminars and storytelling; 
Military equipment and vehicles 
exhibition; Aircraft flypasts; 
Voortrekker Monument Experiences; 
Military Food stalls & Beer-garden. 
Entry tickets: R200 per car (irrespective 
of the amount of people in the car).Buy 
your ticket at this link: 
https://bit.ly/ppmftickets 
 

https://bit.ly/ppmftickets
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ñAs you can see from the programme, General Dennis 
Earp was scheduled to address you today. Due to 
international commitments he had to withdraw. As a 
member of the Ops Savannah organising committee 
for today, I was elected for the job and it was decided 
that I should speak to you in my own right ï 
representing the veterans of the Air Force as such.  

I believe that I can speak for the Air Force 
veterans. I left the Air Force in 1994 having served for 
34 years in a wide range of capacities. Remembering 
that the Air Force was but 72 years old at the time, I 
had been associated with it for nearly half of its 
existence when I retired. As a C-130 pilot for most of 
my career I had also been associated with nearly 
every event during this time. I had flown right through 
Savannah and on many operations thereafter. I have 
been on every base where there is an airfield. I have 
dropped paratroopers, frightened the Navy, airlifted 
casevacs, flown the State Presidents and at some 
time or another have probably flown everyone in this 
room.  

Sometimes as far south as Marion Island or 
north to Ambriz or even London. I came into the Air 
Force as a youth and I left as a ñgruiskopò. I have been 
proud to be a member of my squadron firstly, my Air 
Force secondly, and my Defence Force thirdly.   

It is easy to stand here and say that I have been 
proud to be a member of my Air Force, and to brag 
about how good it is, but due to another event during 
my career I have special reasons to say why I am 
proud of my Defence Force and my Air Force. 

In 1988 I was privileged to be sent to 
Washington DC as the Air Attaché. I can tell you 
unashamedly that before I left, I had great trepidation 
as to whether I could continue to be proud to be a 
South African or proud to be part of the SAAF in the 
outside world. After all, we were the polecats of the 
world, the racists and the rejected. I now had to 
compare my Air Force with the rest of the world. On 
the very day that I left, in June 1988, Calueque was 
bombed. On the very next day a bill was put before the 
U.S. Congress asking that the one remaining 
sentence in the Duncan Amendment allowing a South 
African military presence in the USA, be scrapped. 

We did not even unpack our suitcases when we 
arrived in Washington because the chances that we 
would be on the next plane home were good. If the bill 
had succeeded we would have had to leave without 
really arriving. On the first day in Washington I learned 
that we were not really welcome at the Pentagon. I 
also ran into a political demonstration at the Capitol 
where we were being vilified as monsters. Can one be 
proud of being part of a pariah state, a monstrous 
government and a decrepit Air Force? 

The good news is that I never had to be ashamed 
of who I was and what I represented. I was able to 
walk tall. I believe our history, both of our country, and 
in my case of my Air Force, was a basis for my pride.  

Old soldiers have not forgotten World War I, II, 
Korea or Angola.  

One of the first things I did in Washington was to 
arrange a meeting with General Gabriel, a retired 
Chief of Staff of the American Air Force, and General 
Earp, who was on a private visit to the States. 

I must have been very dumb or very lucky, but 
I was able to get these two old comrades from Korea 
together for lunch. I think that they felt that they had 
to invite me to join them. I began to walk tall when 
General Gabriel said to me over lunch ï Son, you can 
be proud of your Air Force, in Korea you flew them 
(Mustangs) faster, higher and better than we did. 

This was only the beginning. For the remainder 
of my 3½ years in Washington the American Korean 
Veterans and the Koreans themselves constantly 
fêted and praised me on the basis of what the SAAF 
had done. 

To this day the first two bars of ñDie Stemò 
make up the opening of the 18th Fighter-Bomber 
Wing's song. This is in honour of the SAAF. Many 
veterans came up to me and wanted to know if I knew 
Johnny Blaauw, Chris Lombard, Tinky Jones and 
others. I was proud to say that I did. 

It was not only the Veterans who caused me to 
walk tall. Businessmen from Sperry Instruments, 
Lockheed, Douglas, and other firms who have had 
dealings with us were never shy to say how 
professional we were ï sometimes in the presence of 
members of other air forces and sometimes in the 
presence of the American Generals and the public. 

It was a proud moment when I was asked to 
address the American Helicopter Society on the 
Oceanos rescue three years after I had been in the 
country. I was made an honorary member of the AHS 
for what my Air Force had done ï I am wearing my 
AHS tie today in honour of that proud night. The 
Oceanos rescue was the biggest ever sea rescue 
without any loss of life. 

In Washington I moved amongst 147 Air 
Attachés and assistants from 78 countries. These 
people, friend and enemy alike, knew more than I 
expected about the SAAF. Again I was made to walk 
tall. Irrespective of the political condemnation of us, 
they had nothing but praise for our professionalism, 
our skills, our technical expertise, our systems, our 
training and our people. More than once I was told 
that what we had achieved, isolated at the tip of 
Africa, was something to be very proud of. Our war 
record was very well known. More countries than I 
expected also openly praised us for standing up to the 
communist threat in Africa and for punching the 
Russian Bear and its lackeys on the nose. I walked 
taller and taller as the days went on. The Rooivalk, 
the G5 and G6, the Cheetah development, all added 
to my pride. 

At the 50th Anniversary of the Harvard Aircraft 
on Kenosha in 1988 I was the key note speaker and 
got a standing ovation for the SAAF. The North 
American Trainer Association made no bones about 
declaring that the SAAF pilots were the best in the 
world. 

THIS IS A TRANSCRIPT OF AN ADDRESS BY COL. N. C. PARKINS 
(RTD) ON SATURDAY 30 AUGUST 1997, DURING A SYMPOSIUM FOR 

FORMER MEMBERS OF THE SADF: 
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We had done things with the Harvard which they 
never thought possible. In his book on the 8 great 
aerobatic teams of the world, Bill Yenne included the 
Silver Falcons ï I have a signed copy of this book at 
home. 

Lockheed officially said that no Air Force had 
flown, maintained or operated the C130 better in 
operations than we had. Our 30 year perfect safety 
record is a legend in the factory where our Hercs were 
made. 

At one stage, during an attaché tour, the Air 
Attachés were debating among themselves as to 
which was the best overall air force in the world for its 
size. The SAAF was almost unanimously voted the 
best; the biggest argument was about second best. 
There was no doubt about who was thought to be the 
best. It was a toss up between the RAF and Israel for 
second. The American Air Force was not considered 
because it had not fought a modern battle up to then. 
The Gulf War changed all that and thereafter the 
Americans were crowing like cocks on the farmyard 
roof. 

I could go on all day about the respect and 
praise which the South African Air Force has earned 
overseas. Suffice it to say that this was a world 
opinion of which we can be justly proud. 

Unfortunately they say pride goes before a fall. 
I left the USA bursting with pride over my Air Force ï 
only to arrive home to hear what rubbish we were. In 
South Africa I heard that we had failed in Angola. In 
South Africa today I am still hearing that we could not 
give air support to our troops in Modular and Hooper. 
In America the think-tank experts and aviation writers 
had had sympathy for the political impossibility of 
establishing forward airfields in a foreign country. 
They praised us for what we did achieve under 
impossible circumstances and constraints.  

In South Africa I heard, and I am still hearing, 
that we were defeated in the swamps before Cuito 
Cuanavale. In America I heard of how Castro, after 
being given the hiding of his life ï in retreat ï with our 
lines extended further than we had ever hoped for, 
(akin to Jackson in the Shenandoah Valley), had 
changed the war from an internal struggle between 
liberation armies to a regional confrontation between 
South Africa and Cuba by moving his forces to our 
border ï and then suing for peace ï because he was 
finished. To save face he claimed our defeat at Cuito 
with pictures of one tank - and our people here fell for 
this propaganda.  

Our once proud Air Force appears to have 
been reduced to a weak, inefficient, spent force by 
propaganda. We are being accused of destabilising 
southern Africa. In the outside world communism is 
seen as the destabiliser of southern, western, 
northern and central Africa, as well as most of the 
East, the Middle East and South America. South 
Africa is seen as having done more for Africa ï 
despite sanctions and apartheid ï than anyone else. 

Here at home we were being questioned on our 
motives and our aims in Angola and Namibia. In the 
think tanks and institutes in Washington we were 
being praised for stopping the Soviet threat in Africa. 

 
 

 

We were lauded for stopping the Cuban threat. 
In fact there is a school of thought which believes that 
our victories in Angola were decisive in the fall of the 
Soviet Union. We are world heroes, but local bandits. 
Opinion makers in the US were claiming that Angola, 
not Afghanistan, was the USSR's Vietnam. 

Brig. Bill Sass once remarked to me that we 
had planned our war, but had forgotten to plan our 
victory parade. We never realised that we had won. 

I believe that we have lost the propaganda war. 
I also believe that people in this country have certain 
set ideas about the SADF which they believe to be 
true, but which are not. When we do not address 
these non-existent perceptions, they accuse us of 
dishonesty. When we deny them, we are accused of 
avoiding the subject or being just downright liars. In 
order to be truthful in their eyes one must agree to 
perceptions which are the products of propaganda. I 
am still proud of my Air Force. I believe that we fought 
a just battle, using just means. I believe that the 
primary enemy was a just one and that this is 
supported by western ideals. Secondary groups, for 
their own reasons, chose to become bedfellows of the 
communist invaders and were caught up in a bigger 
war. This is their problem and should not detract from 
the bigger picture. 

Briefly I have tried to illustrate to you today that 
our pride and recognition for our glorious past is not 
just amongst ourselves. The world recognises our 
proficiency and they recognise the excellent role that 
we have played in forming modern history. 

It will be a travesty of justice and a falsification 
of history if the first, and possibly the most glorious, 
seventy years of the Air Force's existence is trashed 
and goes unrecognised. To set the record straight 
and to ensure that we maintain our rightful place in 
history is a priority. We are now possibly facing the 
most important battle which we will ever fight. 

The battle for the truth must begin. 
Editorôs Note: Col. Parkins refers to the Israeli Air 
Force as a contender for second best. He might well 
have noted that the IAF owes its success in great part 
to the late Col. Cecil Margo (SAAF), who in 1948 
helped to set it up, and who was subsequently invited 
to be its first Chief ï an honour which he declined. 
The SAAF has indeed cast a long shadow! 
 

 

MOSSELBAAI 
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On exhibit at The Gettysburg Museum of History.  A 
WWII US reserve parachute used on D-Day. It is still 
packed from June 6, 1944.  It was found between 
Utah Beach and St. Marie Du Mont.   

Many locals picked up the discarded parachutes 
that US Paratroopers ditched on D-Day to make 
dresses and other cloths.  The white nylon parachute 
material was perfect for wedding and communion 
dresses.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This example was used by a Paratrooper in the 506 
Parachute Infantry Regiment of the 101st Airborne.  
This is indicated by the initials "R.S." as shown in the 
photoôs.  "R.S." was put on all 506 Paratrooper's 
parachutes and reserves and it stood for "Colonel 
Robert Sinkò commanding officer of the 506.  A very 
rare artifact from D-Day.  

For more on the collections at The Gettysburg 
Museum of History see:  
www.GettysburgMuseumOfHistory.com  
For a video on this and other Paratrooper artifacts at 
The Gettysburg Museum of History see: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-
loE99Y4zQ&t=324s  
#506PIR #DDay #GettysburgMuseumOfHistory 
#TheHistoryUnderground #AmericanArtifact 

 

Guinea 1968. During the famous battle of Gandembel, 
fought by the Paras in 1968, the Paratroop Sgt Serrano 
Rosa and Picoto, show a 120m mortar grenade, which fell 
in full in the shelter, and did not explode, it was not the 
time!!  Photo of Serrano Rosa.  Peter Chestnut 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.GettysburgMuseumOfHistory.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1o1jfhJiZV9Q0ukAhFMFZLEmuFaoUz4NUI2aA-En_NiIZqa2EvwdLjoDw&h=AT0lSzMVvKhhEbbLnQyoUH-BpPcs4KJ3XSkMwf9phcrWWDBhIpODuW6mwwOgliKDtFV2UX8XtrbZxxMcFuizTzgxnqWCCBBAOmNisE9ynZNonA50iDDvLQsRIrZzqoVSqA&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT06ELF4Qmu9BRcEB9e0fJJruv3FEKvUbfyiGZa2XncQusscw2pA5dK9TC3oA4pB3HNPORbUdZeOFRSo9gQLK3TATjXE_cpzVwOWBOnz0aqQ19jxFoAKpT1ek0OzsE6GBdV39sCsgBiA7FieKtdNXpHsY4BHBRJzar55LOOk8baxnOanyjP1ya4KmhxjOOV1RB_KXKZ-lOfdMhOTZQaIXstamHUMntKDB4APOlNhZn0VxjQopJujt9AwxY_uSSlUD84mi-V92Bccg9ohbN5weYyk9IuobmzmcPNbzuBrNiPh
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dw-loE99Y4zQ%26t%3D324s%26fbclid%3DIwAR1QCGh3vtNwbyUaepiBSHeORWwfO2_m-MYNo8z9hi8uq2llRFXrUoBJ6Wg&h=AT1kdh8pZO-uqgeGO34LmhLXEjgH3MuvZUeQK2Rph0IcPy_OApbIyWiJyqquso2U_n_S9NMtEnmX9kwUpEY6rAUlch4e61PTRmwGhnw2nvTP0hxAtO-OWPoLKdWvEXgFdQ&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT06ELF4Qmu9BRcEB9e0fJJruv3FEKvUbfyiGZa2XncQusscw2pA5dK9TC3oA4pB3HNPORbUdZeOFRSo9gQLK3TATjXE_cpzVwOWBOnz0aqQ19jxFoAKpT1ek0OzsE6GBdV39sCsgBiA7FieKtdNXpHsY4BHBRJzar55LOOk8baxnOanyjP1ya4KmhxjOOV1RB_KXKZ-lOfdMhOTZQaIXstamHUMntKDB4APOlNhZn0VxjQopJujt9AwxY_uSSlUD84mi-V92Bccg9ohbN5weYyk9IuobmzmcPNbzuBrNiPh
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dw-loE99Y4zQ%26t%3D324s%26fbclid%3DIwAR1QCGh3vtNwbyUaepiBSHeORWwfO2_m-MYNo8z9hi8uq2llRFXrUoBJ6Wg&h=AT1kdh8pZO-uqgeGO34LmhLXEjgH3MuvZUeQK2Rph0IcPy_OApbIyWiJyqquso2U_n_S9NMtEnmX9kwUpEY6rAUlch4e61PTRmwGhnw2nvTP0hxAtO-OWPoLKdWvEXgFdQ&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT06ELF4Qmu9BRcEB9e0fJJruv3FEKvUbfyiGZa2XncQusscw2pA5dK9TC3oA4pB3HNPORbUdZeOFRSo9gQLK3TATjXE_cpzVwOWBOnz0aqQ19jxFoAKpT1ek0OzsE6GBdV39sCsgBiA7FieKtdNXpHsY4BHBRJzar55LOOk8baxnOanyjP1ya4KmhxjOOV1RB_KXKZ-lOfdMhOTZQaIXstamHUMntKDB4APOlNhZn0VxjQopJujt9AwxY_uSSlUD84mi-V92Bccg9ohbN5weYyk9IuobmzmcPNbzuBrNiPh
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/506pir?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZULbL0OuFIhIIN3hc8AgYe_vohGzZuuIew5zmtm2KkQS0lG2dAWFFZ_c09cqN0hKXQGw79n5BufHdgUzfXpP1UAfqeMn0mtmgomscqsZIk4xD3rAuNYdvJ8GTX2xdAu-SEfR-M3jbLIPPjIFxG_g0Ab_CQNMa3QcVQTzHPZLJ4WF_5dCyuF5QapK2RMKWjY0w3BWTexe7DmCsSKkxa9W4I0ZTd4VBFMMQguKG1Rwv8uqAsO7qra-crsPqXaAu46n6jfsoqHlPaOjqVE1j8t8hRr&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/dday?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZULbL0OuFIhIIN3hc8AgYe_vohGzZuuIew5zmtm2KkQS0lG2dAWFFZ_c09cqN0hKXQGw79n5BufHdgUzfXpP1UAfqeMn0mtmgomscqsZIk4xD3rAuNYdvJ8GTX2xdAu-SEfR-M3jbLIPPjIFxG_g0Ab_CQNMa3QcVQTzHPZLJ4WF_5dCyuF5QapK2RMKWjY0w3BWTexe7DmCsSKkxa9W4I0ZTd4VBFMMQguKG1Rwv8uqAsO7qra-crsPqXaAu46n6jfsoqHlPaOjqVE1j8t8hRr&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/gettysburgmuseumofhistory?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZULbL0OuFIhIIN3hc8AgYe_vohGzZuuIew5zmtm2KkQS0lG2dAWFFZ_c09cqN0hKXQGw79n5BufHdgUzfXpP1UAfqeMn0mtmgomscqsZIk4xD3rAuNYdvJ8GTX2xdAu-SEfR-M3jbLIPPjIFxG_g0Ab_CQNMa3QcVQTzHPZLJ4WF_5dCyuF5QapK2RMKWjY0w3BWTexe7DmCsSKkxa9W4I0ZTd4VBFMMQguKG1Rwv8uqAsO7qra-crsPqXaAu46n6jfsoqHlPaOjqVE1j8t8hRr&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/thehistoryunderground?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZULbL0OuFIhIIN3hc8AgYe_vohGzZuuIew5zmtm2KkQS0lG2dAWFFZ_c09cqN0hKXQGw79n5BufHdgUzfXpP1UAfqeMn0mtmgomscqsZIk4xD3rAuNYdvJ8GTX2xdAu-SEfR-M3jbLIPPjIFxG_g0Ab_CQNMa3QcVQTzHPZLJ4WF_5dCyuF5QapK2RMKWjY0w3BWTexe7DmCsSKkxa9W4I0ZTd4VBFMMQguKG1Rwv8uqAsO7qra-crsPqXaAu46n6jfsoqHlPaOjqVE1j8t8hRr&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/americanartifact?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZULbL0OuFIhIIN3hc8AgYe_vohGzZuuIew5zmtm2KkQS0lG2dAWFFZ_c09cqN0hKXQGw79n5BufHdgUzfXpP1UAfqeMn0mtmgomscqsZIk4xD3rAuNYdvJ8GTX2xdAu-SEfR-M3jbLIPPjIFxG_g0Ab_CQNMa3QcVQTzHPZLJ4WF_5dCyuF5QapK2RMKWjY0w3BWTexe7DmCsSKkxa9W4I0ZTd4VBFMMQguKG1Rwv8uqAsO7qra-crsPqXaAu46n6jfsoqHlPaOjqVE1j8t8hRr&__tn__=*NK-y-R


 

 

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT   1/23 
 

     Page 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Airborne museum in St Mere Eglise. 

RHODESIAN BATS 
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Left: Two of Easy Company's Airborne USA Brothers: Bill 
And Babe. / Top: Ukrainian Paratroopers 

SA Pathfinder (Shane Smith) about to free fall. 
ÅHe received the bronze leopard medal which is 
SA third highest reward for bravery. He received 
the medal for his action in Car (battle of Banqui) 
2013. 

 

Raai wie?   
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16/12/2022 ï 28/03/2023 

Bay Canopy held it's first Paratrooper Remembrance Parade on Friday 16th December at the MOTH Outspan 
Shellhole.  In attendance besides the Bay Canopy Bats were representatives of other organisations which came to 
pay their respects to honour those that paid the ultimate price.  Peter Laubscher. 

 

31/12/2022-Baie geluk Hennie De Bod, een van ons makkers, sy 
seun en vriend wenners Trans Agulhas bootreis,   

Danie Louw en manne kuier. 23/12/2022. 

https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
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Finally, after purchasing the parachute and reserve nearly 2.5 
years ago and thanks to S/Major Koos Moorcroft bringing them out 
to Perth in December, we have managed to finish our Parabat 
ñReady to Jumpò display this morning. Thanks also to Tim Peach 
for donating the chest webbing. Now to get our hands on an H-
FrameéDave Stevenson 04/01/2023. / Onder: Shai Muller; Genl Du 
Plessis en Arthur Smal. 04/01/2023 

 

Tekening by Mapugubwe Jan Pieter Delport 
09/01/2022. / Below:  Two legends at the 
Rhodesian museum at Auralind (Western 
Australia). Maj Genl Chris le Roux and 
Samajoor Koos Moorcroft. 14/01/2023. 

Boodskap ontvang van beterskap 
van Niek van den Berg, na sy 
beroerte. Sterkte makker. 
01/02/2023 

January 2023 at the 
Durban Skydive 
Centre. Ferdi Kotzi; 
Chris Stange & Haydn 
Bam. 
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Dewald de Beer with unknown 
and Vaatjie van Zyl fishing 
18/01/2023. 

Gerrie Grundlin retired on the 
31/01/2023. / 01/02/2023 a Veteran. 

Memorial service at Fort Klapper of the 
SAMIVA. 05/02/2023. 

COWHOUSE IN PRETORIA 10/02/2023. 

Vredenburg (Weskus) 
11/02/2023 

Kobus vd Heever en 
Johan v Wyk was 1974 
A-Komp. Pieter Boshoff 
was 1980 E-Komp en ek 
Trompie Smit was 1979 
B-Komp. 
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ENTERTAINED BY PIETER KOEN 



 

 

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT   1/23 
 

     Page 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 8 000 members of the SANDF 
descended on Richards Bay for Armed 
Forces Day events, which began on 6 
February and culminated in the parade on 
21 February. Before his address, 
Ramaphosa awarded medals to over a 
dozen Special Forces members, and the 
family members of several soldiers who 
passed away in the line of duty. The 
medals included the Nkwe ya Gauta ï 
Golden Leopard, awarded for bravery. 
This was instituted in 2003 to replace the 
Honoris Crux Gold and is South Africaôs 
highest military decoration for bravery 

On 21 February 2023 pres. 
Ramaphosa presented three Navy 
personnel families posthumously with the 
Gold Leopard Decorations.  
Special Forces took the following Bravery 
Decorations. 
7 Gold Leopard Decorations  
6 Silver Leopard Decorations  
2 Bronze Leopard Decorations. 

 



 

 

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT   1/23 
 

     Page 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PRETORIA PVO ONTHOU GEVALLE HELDE 

Honderde lede van die Parabat Veterans Organisation 
(PVO) het vanoggend vroeg by die Voortrekkermonument 
(VTM) bymekaar gekom om hulde te bring aan hul makkers 
wat jare gelede hul lewens in die stryd vir ôn beter toekoms 
afgelê het. 

Die PVO en verskeie ander militêre veterane 
organisasies het vanoggend weer voor die SA Weermag 
Muur van herinnering saamgekom om met ôn 
kransleggingseremonie hulde te bring aan afgestorwe lede 
van die SAW/SANW. 

Ds. Gideon Roets, wat die diens gelei het, het gesê dit 
is uiters belangrik om dié manne wat hul lewens op die spel 
geplaas het te vereer omdat hulle vir ons ôn beter toekoms 
verseker het.  
ñOns onthou vandag ôn groot groep mense wat met hul 

opofferings vir ons die weg gebaan het en die toekoms 
gebou het,ò het hy ges°. 
ñOns makkers het nie gesterf sodat ons jare later nog 

moet treur nie, maar sodat ons kan leef. Dit behoort ons te 
inspireer om dankbaar te wees en elke liewe dag voluit te 
leef.ò 

Die voorsitter van die PVO het op sy beurt ds. Roets se 
woorde ge±ggo en ges° mens het ôn plig teenoor die wat 
weg is, om hul nalatenskap te laat voortleef. 
ñOns dink vandag terug aan die mense wat nooit terug 

gekom het van die grens af nie, en ons is opnuut dankbaar 
vir ons seëninge.  
Hierdie mense het hul lewens verloor in ôn stryd vir ôn 

beter toekoms en daarom moet ons hul nalatenskap vir ewig 
lewend hou.ò 

25/02/2023 
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WELCOMING ADDRESS BY CHRIS POHL 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, it is my sincere pleasure to 
welcome you to the PVO Pretoria Canopy Parabat 
Memorial Day. 

We are honoured to have you with us on this special 
day, a day dedicated to honouring the brave men who 
have served in the South African Parachute Battalion, 
also affectionately known as the Parabats. 

As we gather here today, we remember the brave 
soldiers who have served and the sacrifices they have 
made for our country.  

We are reminded of the importance of valour, loyalty, 
and dedication to one's country.  

The Parabats have played a vital role in the defence 
of our nation and have made significant contributions to 
the security and stability of South Africa. 

Today, we honour the memory of those who gave 
their lives in service to our country.  

We remember the sacrifices they made and the lives 
they touched.  

We also honour the families of those who lost loved 
ones and the sacrifices they have made. 

We pay tribute to the men, who have served and 
continue to serve with distinction.  

We honour their commitment and courage, and we are 
forever grateful for their service to our country. 

We hope that you will enjoy this special day and take 
the time to reflect on the contributions, of not only the 
Parabats, but also other units and their members who 
fought and paid the ultimate price for our beloved South 
Africa.  

Let us remember those who have passed away and 
the families they left behind.  

As we come together to remember our fallen, let us 
also remember to continue to honour and support all our 
veterans and their families.  

We are forever grateful for their service and sacrifice. 
Thank you for joining us on this special day. 
 
Ex Alto Vincimus. 
We will remember them. 
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Savannah Bats at Johan Marais memorial service. Ollie Bester; Kevin 
Vos; Malcolm Wolverson; Mark Coetzee; Jimmy Pitts 03/03/2023 

04/03/2023 Laeveld Canopy kuier 

saam  
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Manne kuier. Onbekend 04/03/2023 

Paratroopers Airborne Riders motorbike 
bike, Southern Cape Chapter op Œ 
adventure bike trip af na die GamkaKloof 
(Hel) weekend ride van 40c hitte na 
massiewe reën en Meiringspoort in vloed en 
gesluit. Naweek 3-5 Maart 2023. Saam Louis 
de Toit, sy verloofde Hantie en ek en 
verloofde Lee Juan. Andre van Straaten 

 
 

 

BAY CANOPY 
At our monthly meeting held on the 
8th March, we had the privilege of 
having Brig Genl Rod Penhall give 
us a talk of his career and in 
particular, his flying association 
with the Parabats.  

It was particularly interesting to 
hear the the view from the Chopper 
pilots view of us pongos and the 
great lengths and danger they 
endured to either get us into a 
contact situation and then the great 
risks of extracting us from the bush. 

All Bats, and some MOTHS that 
attended to presentation were 
extremely thankful to General 
Penhall for his time to come and 
speak to us. Peter Laubscher 

 

https://www.facebook.com/lee.juan.tarr.buckle?__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/RocketPirate?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1OTUxNTUzNDM0MjczN182MDk1NDk4Mzc2NTY2MTk%3D&__tn__=R*F
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10/03/2023 
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Dag sê almal, ons as A Kompanie 75 
was bevoorreg om Vrydag 10 Maart 
by die PVO van ons 75 Savannah 
aktiwiteite met die manne te deel. Te 
alle tye was ons 64 A komp Valsk 
troepe betrokke en amper 20% was 
teenwoordig. Na 48 Jaar is die 
broederskap net sterker. 

 Danie Blom 
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Die PVO het afgelope Vrydag en 
Saterdag die eerste nasionale 
raadsvergadering vir 2023 en strategie 
werkswinkel in Hillcrest onderneem. 

Die manne het 'n lywige agenda 
en stywe program deurgewerk, 
ondersteun deur die puik gasheerskap 
van die manne van die KZN Canopy. 

Dank aan die HIghway Shellhole 
wat almal hartlik ontvang het. 

 Deon Benadé   
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Links: Dewald de Beer kuier saam met die manne. At van 
Wyk; Wynand; Buks Buys; Willoughby en Louw Bester. 
03/03/2023 
Bo: Allie Nieuwoudt en Koos De Klerk 1974 D-komp 
23/03/2023 

Op Savannah Veterane braai. Allan Preddy; Erich van Rensburg; Dave, Lugmag lid; Paul J. Els; Gary Nowosenetz; 
Renaud Booysen. 25/03/2023 

Bays Canopy 
Noels walk 
19/03/2023 

Laeveld Canopy ete by Jocks.31/03/2023 
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Bo: RAAI WIE? Ant bld ??? Chris Pohl:  

ODD PHOTOS. 

ALL UNKOWN 
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COMMAND GROUP 14 PARACHUTE BATTALION GROUP 

AUG/SEP 1988 

 

Seated: WO 2 W.H. Byleveld (RSKM); Maj F.C. Grové (Bn Gp 2IB); Comdt J.E.H.T van Zyl (Bn Gp 
OC); Capt S.B. Smith (Bn Gp Adj); WO 1 P.M. Loftus, JCD (RSM); Capt H.J. Fritz (Log Off); Cpln 

D.S. Liebenberg (Cpln); Capt K.F. van Heerden (44 Engr Sqdn OC). 
2nd row: S/Sgt A.L.J. van Vuuren (44 Engr RSM); Maj D. Willemse (A Comp OC); Maj P.J. Introna (B 
Comp OC); Maj F.J. Cheetham (Maint Comp OC); Maj I.J. le R Louw (181 Bty OC); Capt R.G. Schulz 

(C Comp OC);  WO 2 N.P. van Heerden (AA);  Capt H.J. Scheepers (Air Adj). 
3rd row: Lt E.A.A. van Dyk; Cpl A.M. Gait-Smith (44 Maint CSM); S/Sgt W.I. Cornelissen (O Comp 
CSM); Capt D. Lombaard (44 ATK OC);  Sgt D.J. van Heerden (44 Engr SSM); S/Sgt W.P. Henning 
(181 Bty BSM); Sgt S.J. Ueckermann (Bn HQ CSM); Lt A.A. Erasmus (Adj 44 Engr Adj); S/Sgt H.J. 

van Wyk (C Comp CSM); S/Sgt G.K. van Niekerk (CSM 44 Engr SSM) (K.F. van Heerden). 

 

Members just back from Taiwan with their rowing trophy. WO 1 J.J. Moorcroft 5RR; S/Sgt Graham Scott; Cmdt Kees 
Odendaal; WO 2 Jimmy Oberholzer 1 RR; Maj Gen M.J. du Plessis; WO 2 Dave TippettÀ 5 RR; Sgt Brian Slade and 
Sgt Thys Kritzinger 1 PB. Front are WO 2 Frans van Dyk 1 RR; Comdt Chris le Roux 1 PB (Team Manager);  
Johnny Kieser 1 PB and S/Sgt Henry Hauptfleisch 1 PB. 

 


