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CANOPY KOMITEE

Willoughby Brits i Voorsitter
079 749 0019

Krige van Heerdeni Onder Voorsitter
083 557 8935

Wynand Erasmus i Tesourier
082 446 1275

Roche Vermaaki Sekretaris

082 899 9286 WOORD VAN DIE VOORSITTER'/ .

WORD FROM THE

Chris PohlT Kommunikasie
083 294 3465

Wynand Fourie i Regsbeampte
083 388 9856

Johan le Roexi Addisionele Lid

083 302 6837 Thank you to everyone for a great time the
. past quarter. We were fortunate to have
Ashley Carri Lede Werwing had good speakers. We visited Normandy

082 7727359 for the 75" celebrations of the D-Day
invasion. It was good to make friends and
build relationships with other Paratrooper
veterans worldwide. It was a privilege to lay
wreaths in South Africa and France.
Special thanks to Roche Vermaak who has

l aid a wreath with h
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Bedaar en erken dat God God is. Die . k is tot alles
Here God die Al mag - in staat deur
Redder. /

Jesus Christus
wat my die krag gee.
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PRETORIA CANOPY

KAILIN DANIELS

A PORT Elizabethhased parabat veterans
organisation, Bay Canopy, has recently
won an award for the best parachute cano-
py in the country.

This after its establishment four years
ago in the hope of keeping the airborne
spirit alive.

Bay Canopy chairperson, André van Ni-
ekerk, expressed his gratitude for receiv-
ing the prestigious award and hopes to re-
cruit more paratroopers.

“We are in awe of this award and grateful
to have received it. Weare a very small can-
opy group and to become the best in the
. _country, is unbelievable.
| “Many more awards await us and we
| would like to recruit more parabats - the
more, the merrier,” Van Niekerk said.

The team was awarded the best canopy
‘trophy for excelling in assisting fellow vet
‘eran paratroopers in need.
~ Essentially, the well-being of all parab

atsand their families is their primary con:

~ Van Niekerk added, “Many of us are
‘reaching the age where retirement and re-
| dundancy become threats to our continued

~ welfare

s have been suffering from the
e -and disabilities sustained
soldiers, as well as suf:
y service ended.

o redundant by

Cape members of the public who are Jump

MAKING NEWS / NUUSMAKER

PE EXPRESS | WEDNESDAY 27 MARCH 2010

Proud PE paratroopers
win national award

in their daily lives, sometimes ot a tempe
rary nature and at times ongoing

One of the members of Bay Canopy. hen
Nosworthy, scooped an award and earned
his wings for 50 years of membership with
in the veterans' organisation and pavabat
brotherhood.

Nosworthy commentad, “I'mvery
chuffed and humbled by this awanrd

“The brotherhood has been o magor part
of my life and 1 will recommend joining 4
club to anyone,

“When you're up in the sky, i's ateehing
of freedom and 1 became addicted to it

The oldest Bay Canopy member is o
years old and the youngest is 44

Their motto, “No man left behind nov toy
gotten”, has been their inspiration o
launch a national multifunction fund rats
er in Qctober 2016.

According to Van Niekerk, the atm of the
fund-raiser is to bring the remains ofa fall
en parabat, Andries 'Skitlie’ Human, back
to South Africa. Parabat 'Skillie" was de
clared missing on May 4, 1978, in Cassinga,
when he presumably crash-landed in the
Culonga River in Angola while the rest of
the parabats returned to base in Namibia
after the mission,

Van Niekerk added, “We form part of a
brotherhood and we strive o Keep that
alive. We have a tradition at Bay Canopy
that whenever someone buys a beer o
drink, we buy parabat SKkillie one as well
and put the money in & small box."

Bay Canopy would like to tnvite Bastern

ore % 10 Join the organisation

André van Niekerk and Ken Nosworthy, with their p

restigious award for

PTA_Canopy lede wat die Koevoet gedenkdiens op 6
April 2019 te Voortrekkermonument bygewoon het.
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PRETORIA CANOPY
' KOP 1981/82

Op 3 April 2019 vergader 13 lede van G Komp 1981/82 van Kaapstad en omliggend by die huis van Mark Gevers in

A i 4 i

Kaapstad.

Groep foto: Agter: Lang Piet Coetzee; Marius van Loggerenberg; Daan Lombaard; Brian Erasmus; Dennis Vermaas;
Kobus Human; Mark Gevers; Peter Walker. Voor: Johan Klindt en Grant Marais. / Foto 4 manne: Kobus Human; Johan

Klindt; Lang Piet Coetzee en Paul Ackermann. / Middel:

AIRBORNE RIDERS MOTOR CYCLE CLUB .

Les Rudman, not wanting to be known as General
anymore, thank you for joining our ranks as our
newest member. Wear you colours with pride as we
know you will. Safe motorcycling and live our motto
" RE GR O UP4ApTr)

Kobus Human en Mark Gevers. / Mark Gevers en Peter Walker.

SUPPORT FOR SKILLIES PROJECT
Raymond Kramer, Mike McWilliams and Dave Barr had a get
toaether on the 24™" April 2019.

5



TRADITION
Club 50 CAPS

Many of the older Parabats have asked about the 50 Years Caps and Certificates. Here is some information on
the history and rules of the 50 Year Club,

50 YEAR CLUB.

In mid-2017 the PVO made the decision to recognise PVO members who earned their wings more than 50
years ago. In September 2018 a 50 Year Club committee was formed and the work began on identifying the
criteria for qualification, the style of cap to have made for the awards and the embroidery for the caps.

WHO QUALIFIES?

1 Must have had his South African basic wings for a minimum of 50 years.

2 Must be a paid-up member of the PVO.

10 December 2018 was the cutoff date for the canopies to submit the names of their members who qualified.
This would include those who earned their wings during the period beginning in 1961 and ending in 1969.
From now on every year the next yeards group wil/l
CHANGES TO THE RULES.

After the launch of the 50 Year Club its success immediately became apparent as we received numerous
gueries from people asking when or how they could obtain one of the caps. Prior to the launch, the club was
kept a secret so that it would be a surprise. After the launch 2 additional rules for qualification were put in
place.

3 Must be a PVO paid-up member for at least 3 years (if you joined after 1 April 2019).

4 A person that meets the first rule for qualification and wants a cap immediately may join the PVO and pay for
the full price of the cap as well as postage or courier fees. (After 3 years the PVO will transfer that money to
the enablement fund if he remains as a paid-up member).

WHEN WILL THE CAPS BE HANDED OUT?

It was originally hoped that a ceremony would be held annually in Bloemfontein at which those who qualified
would be awarded their caps. However, it became clear that due to age, finances and logistics this would not
be possible. The aim now is to hand them out every year on the weekend closest to 1 April, which is 1

Parachute Battaliondés birthday and that each canopy

THE DESIGN OF THE CAP

We had suggestions for a PVO badge in front with 50 YEAR CLUB underneath. Jump course number on the
side. Call name on the other side. The year qualified on the back. We also thought to number the caps.

THE FINAL DESIGN

e (

v

Front: Normal bronze static line wing with 50 YEAR CLUB underneath. / Left-hand side: The reci pi e

number. / Right-hand side: The name by which he is known. / Back: The year he qualified.
CHOICE OF AN EMBROIDERER
We asked for quotes from various embroiderers.
Some prices were excellent but the person or company was unable to supply the caps.
Some could supply caps but not do the embroidery. / Some work was not up to standard.
Some were just too expensive.
PRODUCTION AND LAUNCH
Production began in March 2019 and the finished caps were posted to the various canopies.
We launched the 50 Year Club in Port Elizabeth on Saturday 30th of March 2019 at a breakfast. All Bay
Canopy members and their partners were invited to attend.
CERTIFICATE
As an additional collectable, certificates were designed by Mike McWilliams (PVO President) and handed out
to all those who received caps. From now on a cap and certificate will be handed to each recipient at the same
time. André van Niekerk, Club 50 Chairman
6




PRETORIA CANOPY

Club 50 CAPS - Bay Canopy

On Saturday morning March 30", 2019 Bay Canopy and friends had our inaugural breakfast to celebrate 1
Bindéds birthday and to |l aunch the 50 year <club.

André explained how the idea for the 50 Year club came about and the prototype caps and the end
product were shown to all present.

All 40 paid-up PVO members who earned their wings before 1970 are eligible to receive a 50 year club
cap for free this year and each canopy is distributing to those in their area, some individually and others at a
function. Next year the 70 vintage will receive theirs and so on.
Bay Canopy is fortunate to have 7 living 50 year club members.
Pikkie Du Preez 10V 1962
Snakes Snyman 25V 1964

Paul Oppel 35V 1966
Ken Nosworthy 39V 1966
Anton v der Merwe 43V 1967
Jaco Botes 43V 1967

Jim Holzhausen 46V 1968
Let us not forget Noel Laurie who passed away 2 years ago.

Al | the prototype caps were made wusing Noel 6ds nan
cabinet next to the Best Canopy of the year for 2018 trophy in Outspan Shellhole. (André van Niekerk. March
2019. FB.)

Frederick (Pikkie) du Preez 10V het sy caps

OB en Snakes Snyman. ontvang vanaf Snakes Snyman en André

Where it began — Klub 50 riglyn

van Niekerk op 8 April.

- Pette word jaarliks toegeken om 1 BN se verjaarsdag te
herdenk,

- PVO-lede wat 50 jaar gelede vleuels verdien het
kwalifiseer,

- Lede wat voor 1 April 2019 lid van die PVO was en tot-en-
met 1969 kwalifiseer het, is vir die bekendstelling in ag
geneem,

- Lede wat na 1 April aansluit kom na 3 jaar volgehoue
lidmaatskap in aanmerking, of sal sy pet binne die 3-jaar
periode teen R250+posgeld kan aankoop.

O 00003




PRETORIA CANOPY

SUI KERBOSRAND CANOPY

2 April - Suikerbosrand Canopy het herkening gegee aan hulle 50 club lede en hulle keppies die aand

Johan Strause. / Jaap Bronkhorst. / Kiewiet
Bronkhorst. / Piet Jordaan.

PRETORIA CANOPY

Op Donderdag 1ste April het lede van die PVO vergader te Leriba Lodge. Tydens die geleentheid is die Klub 50 caps
aan drie lede oorhandig. Ronnie Claassen, Koos Moorcroft en Morne Coetzer. Groep foto voor: Koos Moorcroft, Morne
Coetzer, Ronnie Claassen. Agter: Willoughby Brits, Deon Benade, Mike McWilliams. Let op dat Oom Ronnie die nommer
1 caps ontvang het. Wat 6én eer vir ons bes
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Johan Blaaw; Ysterman van Niekerk; Jan Muller; Ken Viljoen and Piet Parabat.

Ken Viljoen report: What a humbling and emotional experience yesterday 25th May 2019 (same month |
received my wings in 1967) was for me personally. It stands second to when | received my wings from RSM
Erasmus in 1967. To be together in such legendary company of Daan (Ysterman) van Niekerk, Jan Mulder and
Piet Parabat was unbelievable.

The presentation started with the Chaplin reading out the Paratroopers prayer, and then Pieter with the
code of honour.

Many thanks to Pieter Swart chairman of the Boland Canopy who made this unforgettable presentation
parade a possibility for the four Nomads of the Western Cape to receive their Club 50 Cape. Our thanks also
go out to Johan Blaauw who did the presentations in such a professional manner.

The presentation started with the Chaplin reading out the Paratroopers prayer, and then Pieter with the
code of honour.

To the Boland Canopy members many thanks for allowing us to be part of your canopy gathering for the
day, and the ladies who made all the side plates.

On behalf of the four of us many thanks and Parabat Greetings.

AEx Al to i i
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THE ORDER OF ST. MICHAEL

The Parabat Veteran Organisation order of St. Michael
is presented to a member who has distinguished
himself in service to his Brother Parabats in an
extraordinary manner over a long period of time.

This certificate, confirms that

Ken Viljoen

Has been awarded this Order for his dedication to building and
making a success of the PVO since its inception till its third
birthday.

Although Ken retired from his position as Secretary and
Deputy President, he still is an invaluable help to the boards
of the PVO Companies and their members. Kens monument is
the well-functioning PVO. Long may they both live.

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT

Ysterman van Niekerk

Has been a fully qualified
Parabat fora minimurm of 50
years

50

/@

Ysterman and Piet Parabat. Mike McWilliams

President
fwﬂ \ Parabat Veteran Organisation

&




PRETORIA CANOPY

10 APRIL PTA CANOPY

« |
I " b N Louis Botha

van PTA

Foto nie beskikbaar , maar ons gee ook e rk enning aan Pierre van Rooyen
Canopy wat deel van die eksklusiewe Klub 50 groepis ¢é é .

KZN CANOPY

The KZN Canopy hosted a talk at the MOTH Highway Shellhole on 31 May. The guest speaker was Chris
Snyman, formally of 101 Bn. Chris discussed and gave insight to OP Firewood. The event was well supported.
At this informal function, before the guest speaker was given the floor, the PVO KZN Canopy honoured
the men that paved the way, 50 yrs ago.
Ricky Roberson 1962, Mike Ethell 1963, Adrian Glanvill 1965, with Canopy Chairman Gavin Moultrie.
Eddie Cox 1967 was unable to make the trip from Uvongo, so he will be presented with his cap next

week. Kevin Rhodes

4
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& »
Eddie Cox 7/6/2019



https://www.facebook.com/kevin.rhodes.5496?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdlC-R-R&eid=ARAMgflApX7jSNhA1ebQLmt_UHmdJoPReNIKADiYSK31tv-MBC7LjeIynnBJqJ_uVaja1Jgtm8cSUTLx&hc_ref=ARSFlqnqXTo_UjVjo8GmQOtUlMhQ37yuQcW85WCRPw9wmsq8h8dugmHMJCPy1QkPktw&dti=801030273284617&hc_location=group

PRETORIA CANOPY

ANZAC DAY, AUCKLAND 24 APRIL 2019 PARABA

TS

Here is M.J. de Wet, Ralph Benoy, Tim Budd and
Chris Lloyd attending the ANZAC day. Tim who had
two brothers in the Bats, both passed away, asked

M.J. for a picture with the rest, to send to his
mother. He carries their medals on the right side.

To keep you all in the Joop all miltary veteran groups and our civilan
support groups that back our Veterans and Armed Forces.

On Saturday 18th of May
(Form up Starts from 11am)

A Million Veterans March on Media Centres
Manchester Birmingh Londo

T 6 o Cloosat Mol Gongo.
Rolling Thunder and All Bikes
Followed by boots on the Ground
Followed by our public Support
We are coming
TO SHOW OUR BACKING AND
SUPPORT FOR SOLDIERS A TO Z

DR = o o o o o sy oot
SOLDIER F Form up Starts from 11; .
Keep the pressure on and spread the word - Dean N Claire Cumberpatch &f
WATCH OUT FOR THE (BIG STOP) MW
- -

COMING to a local area to you all

am

Many thanks from ALL Admin teams from all Veteran groups and our CIVi Supporting Groups.
TWAS

Lt Col J Kieser

. Lt JA Reiq
LeLp Dixon" -
‘Sgt PJ Cronje
CpI GS Pretorius
CPIL Viljoen
Cpl GJ Karstens

PARABAT WALL OF REMEMBRANCE
THE EXTENSION TO THE PARABAT WALL OF REMEMBRANCE IS UP

Grateful thanks to Llewellyn Fouche who
organised the granite pieces, Attie van Niekerk
who delivered them and of course Douw Peens of
Marieba Granite for supplying the stone.

This was all done from their own pockets
and own time. What a super bunch of Parabats.
Is it a coincidence that all are from the Nomad
Canopy? The Canopy that doesn't hold meetings,
but gets things done.

Thanks to all and Chemist the Builder who
helped drill the holes and erect the slab, not an
easy task at all.

Mike McWilliams. 24 Apl 2019
Parabat Veteran Organisation

Manie Grove putting up the names
for 2018-19

; L/Cpl HJ Labuschange
Rén MI Maxwejl ’

Rin BJ Bolton -

From the Pretoria Canopy T
Many thanks Manie.

Rin HM Marincowitz
_Rin'MG Uitenweerde
~Rin FJ van Onselen
_Rfn GJR Maré
Rén NA Blackbeard

11
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PARATROOPER MEMORIAL DAY
4TH MAY 1978

41 years ago, on the 4th May 1978, a glorious but sad day that lives on in South African
and Namibian military history.

It was Ascension Thursday, forty days after Easter Sunday. The raid had been
planned for 1st May so as to catch SWAPO during their great May Day parade.

Due to the hesitation of politicians, the green light was only given a few days later.

As it happened, the postponement meant that a large number of SWAPO soldiers who moved into the
temporary tent housing at Cassinga were in addition to the standing force, also caught in the raid.

At 08.00 a bombing run by Canberras straddled the base. Due to the soft sand, it was fairly ineffectual
but certainly gave the soldiers in the base warning that they were under attack.

A few minutes later, 367 Parabats jumped in a box-drop formation around the base. Due to a
miscalculation, the box resembled a rhomboid, with the two attack companies badly misplaced.

Having lost the element of surprise, the attack companies trekked to a start line completely off their
planned axis of attack.

Under heavy small arms and heavy machine gun fire, the Parabats pushed on with the attack.

Despite changing the direction of assault, the stopper groups on the other three sides of the box
maintained excellent fire controland not one bl ue on blue incident happe

Fierce fighting in the well-entrenched base took place with fire fights flaring up all over the place in
unexpected quarters.

In the late afternoon, the fighting slowed down and finally, the remainder of the SWAPO forces
surrendered and half the Parabats departed for home.

With half the lightly armed Parabats left on the ground, they were told of an approach of a large
armoured column on the Cassinga -Techamutete road.

A Cuban detachment was on its way to try to rescue their SWAPO allies.

The leading tank was destroyed by one of the landmines the Parabats had laid for just such an
eventuality. The distracted remainder of the armour was then either destroyed by Mirage rockets or RPGs
manned by the Parabat anti-tank platoon.

Cuba suffered its biggest single-day loss of the war.
The remaining Parabats were lifted out by the returning helicopters.

The Parabats lost four good men. Eddie Backhouse, Kockie de Waal, Martin Kaplan and Skillie Human
was Missing in Action.

SWAPO losses were in excess of a thousand and about two thousand surrendered but were left behind
as there was no space in the helicopters - b

MAY THE FOURTH BE WITH YOU.
Mike McWilliams.
President. Parabat Veteran Organisatior [ 1 PARA BN

2 PARA BN
3 PARA BN

mossacred_-;
1000
unarmed

Namibian
refugees
in the tow i

CASSINGA of Kassii

4 HAY 1978
“

PROPAGANDA
PAM FLET
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CASINGA 41T ANIVERSARY

Dixon; Christo Smith; Jacques van Tonder. Front:
Loaaerenbera: Garth Pienaar: Dawie de Wet: Slade Healv: Don Penaelly.

Back: Tim Chadwick; Vincent Redpath; Adam Petzer; Peter Colvin; Craig Howard; Ben
Opperman; Zander Opperman; Riaan de Villiers; Philip Niman; lan Higley; Johan Burr-
Dave Stevenson;

R S KO L HGA 8

Vic van

Thatdés it boysé..daar 6s
that will be May in the year of our Lord 2019 done and dusted although it rained
throughout the night and early morning. The rain lifted just long enough to get to
the DNA tower and back and have our customary brekkie, something the boys
are really getting good at!

We started the morning with a moment of silence for the four parabats
who paid the ultimate sacrifice with the attack on Cassinga 41 years ag o .
weFor get 0.

A good turnout was had with nineteen veterans turning up despite the wet
weather. The bats were out in full force with the run coinciding with the 41st
anniversary of the Cassinga drop.

The wusual forcebds banter and ratanl A
bottle of Old Brown Sherry was produced and a shot of anti-freeze administered
to each and everyone and so another custom was born! One has to fight the
cold I mean! The talk around the barbeques picked up a notch or two
afterwards!

Why do we do it one might ask? Well, the answer is simple. Us veterans
need to take time off to reacquaint with one another and cement existing and
new friendships. There is some medicine in doing this. We all share the same
story though the tales may differ. We were after all soldiers once and once a
soldier, always a soldier!

0

Above: Lekker braai.
Right: Johan Burr-Dixon; Adam Pelzer; Slade Healy.

Vintcent Redpath; Dave Stevenson; Werner Lubbe; Tim
Chadwick; Dawie Dewet; Jacques van Tonder.

-boynmanic far ihe monthA e

~ SADF
2.4KM

CONTINUING THE TRADITION

Perth . 2.4xm . 20m ROUTE MARCH « SADF BRAAT

Today, we bow our heads and remember the following Parabats, who made
the supreme sacrifice during the daring airborne assault on the Swapo
Central Headquarters, situated in the old mining town of Cassinga, 250
km'’s inside Angola, on Sunday, 04th May 1978.

Rifleman J C De Waal - 2 Parachute Battalion (KIA)

Rifleman M Kaplan - 2 Parachute Battalion (KIA)

Rifleman E J Backhouse - 3 Parachute Battalion (KIA)

Rifleman A P Human - 3 Parachute Battalion ( MIA - presumed dead)

“At the going down of the sun
And in the morning,
We will Remember Them”
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PARATROOPER MEMORIAL DAY
41ST ANNIVERSARY
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PRETORIA CANOPY

PARATROOPER MEMORIAL DAY
41ST ANNIVERSAR Y
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MOTH BLACKSHEEP WINDY OLE SHELLHOLE WINDHOEK
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Nick Hayward en André Smit. / Nick gee aanbieding oor Cassinga. / OB. // André en Nick.

AAN ALLE MAKKERS!

Vandag kan ek getuig watter geseénde manne julle van die PVO is.

6 maande terug was ek in 6n baie baie diep
rigtingloos.

Daar kom ek weer by julle manne uit, niemand sal weet wat daar met my gebeur het nie.

My hele lewe het handomkeer verander. Daar was vir my net seéninge van daardie oomblik af.

My verhouding met my gesin was weer die nommer een in my lewe.

Ek het meer & betekenis in die lewe.

Daar was die ontmoeting met julle ysters. Daar was die samekomste met mede makkers.

Ek het die ontsettende passie om nou net makkers te soek en die Nomads Canopy bymekaar uit te
bring.

Vanaf Saterdag (24/05/2019) het ek 15 nuwe aansoeke uitgestuur saam met die 17 wat nog moet
terugvoering moet gee van laasweek, nou het ons gegroei tot 25% van die Canopies se totale .

7

Mooiloop Ysters. Julle werk word hoog waardeer. Attie.
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PRETORIA CANOPY
32 BN SAVATE DAG GEDENKDIENS

Bats teenwoordig by die gedenkdiens van 32 Bn, Voortrekkermonument. 19/5/2019

McGILL ALEXANDER. MOTH - EASTERN CAPE REGION. Peter Laubscher laid a wreath for
fallen pa ratroopers on behalf of
Today, | was privileged to be the speaker at the annual MOTH the Bay Canopy. Peter is a veteran

Third Generation Memorial Parade in Port Elizabeth. of both the Portuguese and South

The "Third Generation" refers to the last of the three African paratroopers . (19/5/2019. )
generations of the 20th Century who were caught up in a war. i

The first was the generation that went through the horror of
the First World War. The second fought in the Second World
War. And the third was involved in any of the multitude of
conflicts that have beset our planet since the end of the
Second World War.

For those in South Africa, the post-Second World War
conflict was what | referred to in my address as the "Southern
African Thirty-Year War". This includes the conflicts that took
place between 1960 and 1990 in Angola, Mozambique,
Rhodesia, Namibia and South Africa.

There was a good turnout of veterans and others at the
parade, which was well-organised by the Comrades Algoa
MOTH Shellhole in Newton Park.

| try to attend this parade every year, but this was the
first occasion that | could not march in the ranks of the
veterans. Op die 21 Mei kuier di .

It was good to commemorate the sacrifice of those who gz = UIeI’_ = voorsﬂtgr
were killed in our little war. Their sacrifice has enabled us to van PTA Canopy Willoughby Brits
live in freedom from the yoke of Communism that once met Roland de Vries vir  goeie

threatened to engulf the world. 19/5/2019 - samesyn en bande bOU, vet erane.




