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                        Newsletter Dec 2018 / 

                        Nuusbrief   Des 2018 

 

                           WOORD VAN DIE VOORSITTER /  

                                                  WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Ons laaste byeenkoms het ons die spitbraai gehou. Die byeenkoms van 8 

Desember was rustig deurgebring waar die manne geleentheid gegun was om te 

gesels en lekker te kuier. Ek wil ons  komitee lede dankie se vir hul harde werk 

deur die jaar. Baie dankie aan almal dat ons saam ons Visie die jaar kon uitleef 

naamlik, Samesyn, mekaar ondersteun en mekaar help.Ek wens jul amal n 

geseende kersfees en baie voorspoedige 2019 toe, Rus lekker saam met jul 

families, Kom ons maak n groot verskil in mekaar se lewens in 2019. 

 

Daar gaan gepoog word om elke drie maande ‘n Nuusbrief uit te bring – maar 

kan nie gedoen word sonder bydraes nie. Kom manne vertel ons van jou 

skrikwekenste sprong of jou swaar kry op kursus. 

 

4 things paratroopers can teach the business world 

Read the story HERE 

“Airborne soldiers are exceptional 

individuals, but the commitment they 

demonstrate is not innate. It is built on 

trust — and managers should take note” 

 

 

 

CANOPY KOMITEE 

Voorsitter:  Willoughby Brits 

O/Voorsitter:  Krige van Heerden 

Sekretaris: Roche Vermaak 

Tesourier: Wynand Erasmus 

Kommunikasie:  Chris Pohl 

Regskonsultant: Wynand Fourie 

Gasvryheid: Johan Le Roex 
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       25 January 2019  

 

INDEX   INHOUD 

  Skille verslag ……………………….2 

  PVO/ens………. ……………………4 

  What a lady and photos 2018……5 

  Announcements……………………6 

  St Michael dinner…………………..8 

   Leapfest VSA valskerm toer…….9 

   Watersprong/Waterjump……  …10 

   Spitbraai …………………………..12 

   Canopy info……….………………13 

   HC storie van BB…………………15 

   Kers groete………………………..16 

 

     

https://business.financialpost.com/executive/leadership/4-things-paratroopers-can-teach-the-business-world?__lsa=e92a-982b#__federated=1


 

 
2 

 

BRING SKILLIE HOME PROJECT. 

Guy Mullins 3 December 2018 

Progress on the Bring Skillie Home Project. 
My apologies for not posting this sooner, I have been in the Bushveld without signal for two weeks. 
I was asked by General Gert Opperman to attend an urgent meeting on Monday 19 November to discuss the Skillie 
Project with the Board of the Ebo Trust. On arrival at the Midstream Estate Board Room, I was welcomed by Gen. 
Opperman, Gen. Lizamore, Gen. Les Rudman and a gentleman called Piet Steyn. 
We discussed the Skille Project in some detail, not omitting the Paratroopers who had tried to sabotage the project, and 
came to a very satisfactory solution. Here follows a letter that will hopefully resolve any difficulties we may encounter 
going forward. 

 
From: Gert Opperman [mailto:gerto12@telkomsa.net] 
Sent: Monday, 19 November 2018 22:17 
To: Johann Dippenaar (jmdippies@gmail.com);  
Cc: Leslie Rudman; John Lizamore; Piet Steyn; Gert Opperman  
(rachel.human@gmail.com); Nantie Potgieter  
Subject: ROAD AHEAD IRO PROJECT SKILLIE HUMAN 
 

Dear Colleagues 
Please take note of the attached letter forwarded to Lt Gen Mateus in Luanda earlier tonight. 
The letter followed onto fruitful discussions earlier today between the trustees of the Ebo Trust and Mr McWilliams of the 
PVO. 
Both parties involved agreed to maintain the possible return to the RSA of the mortal remains of the late Skillie Human, 
and assisting his widow to finally get closure, as a matter of principle and overriding priority, and not to allow anything else 
to come in the way of same. 
The PVO was also informed that the Ebo Trust has already facilitated and paid for the installation of four additional niches 
in the SADF Wall of Remembrance at a total cost of R11 500, 00, including VAT (See attached photo). These niches will 
be reserved for the ashes of members of the SADF who were buried beyond the borders of the RSA during the Bush War. 
If their remains could not be retrieved, the niches will be used to honour them. (This could include cases like the late 
Skillie Human, Ed Every and others). 
The Ebo Trust has therefore decided to withdraw from the Skillie Human project and to leave it in the hands of the 
paratrooper fraternity, without in any way getting involved in the internal matters of said fraternity. 
Maj Gen Leslie Rudman, one of the trustees of the Ebo Trust, has been designated to act as liaison between the Ebo 
Trust and the PVO, if it becomes necessary on the way forward. 
The Ebo Trust will thus focus on the other two remaining projects in Angola, to wit: 
a. The possible location of the graves of two aircrew members who died when their Canberra light bomber aircraft was 
shot down in the Humbe/Xangongo area on 14 March 1979. If the graves could be located, then also the possible 
exhumation and repatriation of their mortal remains to the RSA. They were Lieutenant Dewald Marais (Pilot) and Second 
Lieutenant Owen John Doyle (Navigator) 
b. The return to the RSA of the mortal remains of the late Major Edwin Richard Every, whose Mirage F1AZ aircraft was 
shot down in the area of Cuatir, close to Menongue, on 20 February 1988. According to credible information received from 
sources in Angola, what could be recovered of his remains is still being kept at the Lubango Air Base in Angola. 
Best regards 
Gert Opperman 
Chairman Ebo Trust 
email:gertopperman5@gmail.com 
Tel: 012 942 0700 
Cell: 083 300 4580 
Faks: 086 615 9587 
Skype: gertopperman5 

 

Pretoria Canopy would like to thank Guy for 

all his hard work and time on this project. 

WE SUPPORT YOU 100% 

Dankie / Thank you 

mailto:[mailto:gerto12@telkomsa.net]
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FURTHER NEWS OF BRINGING SKILLIE HOME 

As most of you know by now, in order to keep the Skillie Project from being interfered with, we have had to keep quiet 
about some of our plans. I received some news from Luanda last night that at last enables us to communicate more freely 
with all who have supported us through thick and thin in this difficult task. 
Our Plan B was put into operation during February this year. 
While we were following protocol dealing with the DIRCO and the Angolan Embassy to get the required permissions, we 
formed a partnership with a very influential Angolan businessman to enable us to cut out all of the negativity and 
nonsense we were encountering in getting the task done. 
This businessman knows an Angolan lawyer who is within the Presidents circle. 
We were advised to translate the reams of documents into Portuguese and write a letter directly to President João 
Lourenço, the man that succeeded President Dos Santos. 
This was done and the news I got from Angola last night is that the letter has now been delivered to the Presidents Office. 
We hope that this direct appeal to the President will serve to cut out the red tape and competing officialdom in Angola. 
The die is cast now and it will be difficult for anyone to derail the process. 
Of course, we can't predict the outcome, but we have been advised by Angolans that this is the best way to go. 
 

100th Anniversary of Armistice Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 11 November was the 100th Anniversary of Armistice Day, the day the end of the War to End Wars was declared. The 
Great War or The Great Falling as it was known then saw the destruction of an entire generation of Europe's youth. Even the Turks 
were involved, and it changed the face of the world forever. 70 million combatants were involved and 9 million soldiers’ deaths and 
7 million civilian deaths resulted. At 2.30 on Sunday the 11th, at the Johannesburg Cenotaph on Harrison St. in front of the old Post 
Office a great memorial ceremony was held, both to commemorate the fallen between the years 1914 and 1918, but also those who 
fell in later wars, including our own 20 yearlong Bush War. 
The PVO has been invited to carry their banner and to lay a wreath to their fallen. We had a good turnout of Parabats and we 
presented the historic first unfurling of the PVO Banner.   
Mike McWilliams (edited by C.Pohl) 
President 
Parabat Veteran Organisation 
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The PVO website  

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the information you need on the organisation. Please visit it regularly. Any 

paratrooper who needs to know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be helped from this website. New members are 

welcome and existing members who are unsure of any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries there. 

Finansies 
Neem asseblief kennis dat die finansiele state beskikbaar is vir enige opbetaalde lede vir besigtiging en navrae. Ons het 

strukture en ouditeure in plek om verantwoording te doen vir elke sent wat ge-in of spandeer word. 

BOOKS / CD’S / DVD’S OF THE BATS  

Order from our Canopy a variety of books CD’s and DVD’s 

 

 

 

 

We have DVD recordings of presentations by …. 

1) Genl. Rudman 

2) Genl. Bestbier  

3) Oom Ronnie  

4) Sgt. Maj. John Haynes – Recce seaborne operations 

5) Dr A.R. Turton. 

…… and a growing media library with recordings we will be making of all future presentations 

THE PVO ENABLEMENT FUND 
Essentially, the wellbeing of all Parabats and their families is our primary concern. Many of us are reaching the 

age where retirement and redundancy become threats to our continued welfare. Some of us have been 

suffering from the strain of wounds and disabilities sustained during our years as soldiers as well as suffered 

after our military service ended. Others have been made redundant by service ended. Others have been made 

redundant by retrenchments or affirmative action. All these people need help and support in their daily lives, 

sometimes of a temporary nature and at times ongoing. This support is not happening to any great degree and 

the PVO aims to, over time, rectify this. 

http://www.parabat.org.za/
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What a Lady!! 
Meet Valerie Andre. She stated as a Medical Captain in Indochina in 1948, already a qualified parachutist and pilot, in 
addition to being an army surgeon. While is Indochina, she realized that the most difficult part of her duties was retrieving 
the wounded, who were often trapped in the jungle. She returned to France to learn how to pilot a helicopter, then flew 
one to Indochina. From 1952 – 1953, she piloted 129 helicopter missions into the jungle, recuing 165 soldiers, and on two 
occasions completed parachute jumps to treat wounded soldiers who needed immediate surgery  

After Indochina, she served in Algeria, where she completed 365 war missions. She rose to the rank of Medical 
Lieutenant Colonel in 1965 then to Medical Colonel in 1970. She had a total of 3200 flight hours, and received 7 citations 
of the Croix de guerre, ...and she retired as a General. 
 

2018 CANOPY MEETINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Internet & Piet Fourie.) 

Apr 2018 May 2018 Jun 2018 

Aug 2018 

Dukubat Al J Venter 

Brits’e 

Sep 2018 Oct 2018 
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ANNOUNCEMENT/ AANKONDIGING 
 

PVO MOBILE APLICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Die PVO beleid is om alle Parabats in te sluit  - “ELKE MAN TEL!”.  

Ons is almal deel van 'n uitsonderlike groep “volunteers - with the guts to step out of the aircraft door".  

Alle Paratroopers word aangemoedig om die APP af te laai en benut.  

 

Vir enige tegniese probleme kontak -  Chris.Pohl@parabat.org.za 

 

 

 

After months of hard work and dedication the Parabat Veterans Organisation officially launched of the 

PVO Mobile application in the last week of October 2018.With this app you will have the latest news 

and information in the Parabat community at your fingertips. 

Download now! 

   

Google Store Link  

 

Apple Store Link 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Welcome to Parabat Veterans Organisation Target Audience Communicator (PVO TAC), which we are bringing to you in partnership with Reddi 

Tech who specialises in mobile cloud-app solutions. 

This trusted, closed-loop and secure communications platform will provide all members of the Parabat Veterans Organisation with accurate, 

relevant and curated content, pertaining to the Parabat Veterans Organisation, its members and its activities. 

PVO APP  

MEMBER BENEFITS 

• Emergency/Panic button - Get Paratroopers in your vicinity to assist when you have an emergency. 

• Access to the Parabat Heritage Channel - News, Videos, sound clips, pictures and much more. An ever-
growing repository with old and new media recordings  

• PVO Projects - Status, news and updates 

• Access to Employment opportunities 

• PVO Enablement Fund 

• PVO Group Member benefits - will be announced as it's being negotiated 

 

mailto:Chris.Pohl@parabat.org.za
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=me.reddi.parabat
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=me.reddi.parabat
https://itunes.apple.com/za/app/parabat-veterans-organisation/id1333975522?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/za/app/parabat-veterans-organisation/id1333975522?mt=8
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AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

Guy Mullins October 2 

The PVO is proud to announce the induction of a new member. 

Morne Coetzer, probably one of South Africa's best-known Parabats has joined us, not only as a Member but 
as our new Communications Officer. 

Morne is known to the nation from his many years as a Television Presenter at the SABC. 
Anyone who knows Morne will testify to his calm and impeccable manner in dealing with people. He will be a 
huge asset to the PVO in our efforts to communicate to both the Parabat community as well as the general 
public. 

I am sure you will all join in welcoming Morne to our special brotherhood. 
In his own words, Morne said "I have attended several PVO meetings and social events and although I haven't 
been a member, I have been very impressed by what I saw and experienced so far. 
It will be an honour to serve as Communication Officer and I will do my best to make the contribution you 
expect of me." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1551376968418448/permalink/2226639340892204/
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ST MICHEAL DINNER 
 

 

 
St Micheal dinner 29 Sept 2018 at Leriba Loge place of Peet Du Preez. With Rachel Human Skillie’s Wife, 
Trevor Floyd one of the original Recces and the LAARSA brothers who showed us how to party. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Rachel Human 
Widow of Skillie 
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Leapfest - VSA 13-22 Junie 

2018 
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                  WATERSPRONG 30 NOVEMBER 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Fotos: Willem  pretorius.) 

Witwillem se winkel. / Agter: 

Anthony Stander; Willem 

Pretorius; Paul Blight. Voor: 

Mark Borland en Michael 

Roberts. 

30 November 2018 - Sowat 300 valskermsoldate (parabats), veterane en huidige lede van die 
weermag se valskermbataljon, het Vrydag aan die jaarlikse watersprong by die Bloemhofdam 
deelgeneem. Die watersprong waaraan oudlede en dienende staandemag van die Parabats 
deelneem, word reeds sedert die jare tagtig een keer 'n jaar gedoen en is gewoonlik op die laaste 
Vrydag in November. Veteraansoldate moet eers voordat hulle aan die sprong kan deelneem, 
heropleiding by die militere basis in Tempe ondergaan en fiks verklaar word vir die sprong. Wit 
Willem Pretorius, 'n stigterslid van die PVO (Parabat Veterane Organisasie) by 
http://parabat.org.za/, se die organisasie is vier jaar gelede gestig en daar is jaarliks al hoe meer 
oudsoldate wat hulle makkers weer opsoek en by hulle veterane organisasie aansluit. (Gert 
Minnaar op BB.) 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fparabat.org.za%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR37a4UFCWRHIfHaNZAXX4pg2Vg0WggXd8G-eUsmMYPVzlMaIRY5CR1viNc&h=AT3yYKfB_utvJFSV-fpnF-c4xOtmof77OzSerEjXoehaJHm1RAjEBIlTmo7Pcw7c6-ehoXQ0G0V8pqRLODx77X2OJPQO2B-Es0ju2zwkHGaempSxDJSZIJmSf_Kaqj3Fis_JfQU2al6EUkFg5UxQ4w
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PTA Canopy watersprong epos aan aan Maj. Chris Thiart 
Geagte Maj Thiart, 
 
Met die epos wil ek my persoonlike dankbaarheid oordrae aan "Team Thiart" vir 'n uitsonderlike en suksesvolle 
Watersprong 2018. 
 
Elke jaar, as ek die Bataljon binnestap, is dit 'n belewenis!  
Sodra en deur die hekke stap verdwyn my pyne en skete en voel ek weer 18 jaar oud!  
Ek voel weer so "tuff", ek raak sommer bang vir myself en die adrenalien pomp vir die eerste span! 
 
Hierdie jaar was geen uitsondering nie! 
 
My komplimente aan U en Sam. Ivy vir die geduld en deursettings vermoë wat U aan die dag gelê het met ons klomp 
veterane. 
Dit is 'n riem onder die hart vir elkeen van ons om steeds deel te voel (wees) van ons geliefde 1 Valskerm Bataljon. 
 
Alle aspekte van die reëlings wat getref is die jaar het getuig aan weldeurdagte beplanning en belangriker nog - 
uitvoering. 
Die tydige kommunikasie i.v.m reëlings op die Whatapp groep het dit baie maklik gemaak, en so ook die "pre-check" van 
springers. 
 
Die heropleiding was soos dit hoort - Hoogste standaard en deeglik. Ek het ook die dissipline waardeer, want dit is soos 
ek dit onthou! 
Ek wil ook noem dat die instandhouding en opknapping wat in die eenheid gedoen word verblydend is. Dit is lank 
"overdue" en ek kan nie wag om te sien hoe die eenheid volgende jaar gaan lyk nie! 
 
Die braai by 3 BN was spesiaal en ons het lekker gekuier. Om tannie Mossie daar te kon hê was "awesome"! Ek hoop 
julle kon darem genoeg vondse in om te kan begin met instandhouding take. 
 
Dit was lekker om by die lughawe te arriveer met al die valskerms reeds uitgepak en deeglike prosedure en dissipline met 
die aanwysing van die valskerms. 
Dit sal lekker wees as ons volgende jaar insae kan hê saam wie ons kan spring. Dis altyd lekker om langs 'n "buddy" te 
spring, dit is die enigste ding wat ek gemis het.  
 
Die reëlings by die dam was onverbeterlik! Die bote was onmiddelik daar toe ons die water getref het. Ek het video 
materiaal waar dit lyk soos 'n boot resies soos die bote na die springers jaag. Indrukwekkend! 
 
Laaste maar nie die minste nie, Lt. Kol Gordon se persoonlike opening en sluiting van die dag tesame met sy boodskap 
was die "cherry" op die koek! 
 
Sien uit om julle volgende jaar weet te sien en nogmaals diep waardeering vir die groot werk wat "Team Thiart" gedoen 
het om dit vir ons 'n onvergeetlike ervaring te maak. 
 
Groete 
Chris Pohl 
PVO Pretoria Canopy 
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SPITBRAAI 8 DECEMBER 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONTHOU! ONS VOLGENDE CANOPY BYEENKOMS 25 JANUARIE  
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BATS IN NOOD 

‘n Groot dankie aan al die manne wat bydraes gemaak het vir makkers in nood. Ons kon die afgelope paar maande 

verskeie manne help wat in nood is/was.  

Ons het ook hospitaal beddens gekry en het reeds een van ons makkers daarmee gehelp. Sy diensplig kompanie help 

hom ook met ander behoeftes.  Indien daar enige ander Parabat is was so ‘n bed nodig het laat weet ons.  

                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enige manne wat bydraes wil maak kan betalings in PTA Canopy se rekening inbetaal – gebruik verwysing “Bat 
Hulpfonds” of “Enablement Fund” 
Rekening besonderhede –  
Standard Bank   
Centurion  
Rek no. 013576143 Tak 012645 
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WORD FROM THE EDITORS 

This is your newsletter. Please make contribution to it in the line of news; personal stories during training or 

operations; Are you looking for someone? Report on a parade attended; comments and any Bats that passed away. 

We plan the next “Bat Chat” for end of March 2019 and need your inputs by mid-March latest.  

VASBYT   

Paul Els     en  Chris Pohl 

POTJIEKOS 

Hier’s iets interessant vir almal wat dit nie weet nie … daar is 3 ringe op ‘n 

driepoot pot plus die boonste ring. Dit maak dit dan 4. Nou vir die geheim 

oor hierdie ringe – hulle is nie daar vir die mooigeld of om die pot te 

versterk nie: Aikona!! As dit ‘n nommer 2 pot is verteenwoordig elke ring 2 

persone. Dit wil sê ‘n nommer 2 pot kan vir 8 mense kos gee as die pot tot 

by die boonste ring vol is. ‘n Nommer 6 pot kan vir 24 mense kos maak. As 

‘n nommer 6 pot tot by die 1ste ring vol is, is daar genoeg vir 6 mense.  

(Nie oormatige porsies nie natuurlik.) Deur Danie Cronjé. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

paul@who-els.co.za                     chris.pohl@parabat.org.za           

mailto:paul@who-els.co.za
mailto:chris.pohl@parabat.org.za
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STORIE VAN BAKKIESBLAD 

Deur Barrie Kruger geplaas op BB. (Apr 2018) 

CASSINGA DAG IS OP HANDE 

Voorwaar ‘n groot dag in die geskiedenis vir Valskerm soldate. 

Op daai dag, 4 Mei 1978 het baie goed gebeur, troepe en onder offisiere het helde geword! 
Ek plaas ‘n stukkie wat Majoor Hugo Murray van 3 Valskerm bataljon geskryf het oor so ‘n Korporaal, ‘n Medic, 
‘n kort mannetjie, maar ‘n MAN! 

Majoor Murray skryf: 

Die volgende oomblik het ek ‘n radio berig gekry van die peleton aan die linkerfront, naamlik dat daar ‘n 
soldaat ernstig gewond was. Ek het Korporaal Paul Engelbrecht, mediese ordonans, opdrag gegee om te gaan 
kyk. Hy het uit die loopgraaf gespring en vorentoe, na links, gehardloop, terwyl die koeëls rondom hom fluit en 
grondvat en hy tussen die geboue verdwyn. ‘n Rukkie later het hy op dieselfde wyse terug gehardloop gekom 
en weer in die loopgraaf langs my gespring. “Majoor” sê hy”, die ou is sleg geskiet; soos hy op die grond gelê 
het, is die koeël van voor af reg langs sy nek binne-in sy borskas in. Hy hoes bloed!  

“Wie is dit?” vra ek. 

Die antwoord, “Dale Packham!”  

“Gaan hy sterf? vra ek, “Ek vrees so Majoor. Ek wou net kom sê want die radio daar werk nie meer nie.” 

“Gaan haal hom daar uit!” sê ek. 

“Reg Majoor”. En Paul Engelbrech spring weer oor die wal van die loopgraaf en hardloop dieselfde roete. 
Later verneem ek dat hy vir Dale Packham daar uitgekry het en hom met ‘n ander roete afgevoer het tot agter 
die hoofkwartiergebou waar hy buite die lyn van vuur was en ’n dokter (daar het twee artse saam met ons 
gespring) hom dadelik onder hande geneem het. Vir sy dapperheid het Paul Engelbrecht die Honoris Crux 
medalje gekry. 

Die AK 47 koeël wat Dale Packham getref het, is soos hy op die grond 
gelê het vlak verby sy kop, het in die regter-nekholte bokant die sleutelbeen sy 
lyf binnegedring, is tussen sy twee longe deur, op een of ander manier 
rakelings verby sy slukderm, hart én aorta, en nadat dit slegs ‘n punt van sy 
een long geraak het, het dit onder sy linkerblad tot rus gekom. Hy is daardie 
nag saam met die ander gewondes vanaf Ondangwa afgevoer 1 Militêre 
hospitaal toe en die koeël is in ‘n operasie verwyder. Wonderbaarlik het hy niks 
ernstigs van sy verwonding oorgehou nie. 

Een van ons moderne tyd se helde, Korporaal Paul Engelbrecht! 

Paul Engelbrecht staan langs Kaptein Tommie Lamprech. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/barrie.kruger.7?fref=gs&hc_ref=ARRk31uu_1fYMxkQJP-KBFzQMVSk8qFIgNS3mZipG3h8okuMwzwU5LSAmqXI7cW4N7A&dti=565396250285277&hc_location=group
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HAPPY LANDING FOR 2019. 

As  National Patron  of  the  PVO  I  would  like  
to  extend  the  following  Christmas  message  
to  you  which  I  got  from  an  unknown  
source.  ‘” Until  one  feels  the  spirit  of  
Christmas,  there  is  no  Christmas.  All  else  is  
outward  display---so  much  tinsel  and  
decorations.  For  it  isn’t  the  holly,  it  isn’t  
the  snow.  It  isn’t  the  tree  nor  the  firelights  
glow.  It  is  the  warmth  that  comes  to  the  
hearts  of  men  when  the  Christmas  spirit  
returns  again.  Merry  Christmas  to  you  and  
your  loved  ones.”  Regards.  Ronnie   Claassen. 

 

As Nasionale  Beskermheer  van  die  PVO  wil  ek  graag  die  volgende  
Kersfeesboodskap  aan  u  bring.  Met erkenning aan  Dirkie  Smit  uit  “Die  Groot  boek  
van  Christelike  Aanhalings”    Met  Kerstyd  is  daar  liefde  in  die  lug.  Dit is ‘n  tyd  vir  
liefde.  En dit kom in baie gestaltes:  dit kom as welwillendheid en vriendelikheid, 
dikwels so afwesig die res van die jaar.  Dit kom as omgee en  mededeelsaamheid,  
offervaardigheid---van  bydraes  vir  Kersfondse  tot  geskenke  aan  die  wat  nie  het  
nie.   AS tyd-maak en beskikbaar wees vir gesinslede  en  familie.  As ontspanne saam-
wees met vriende.  As n soort sentimentelele stemming by die aanhoor van vergange se 
dae se Kersliedere   in ons huise en op straat .  As n gevoel wat in ons hart inkruip en ons  
instem  op  die  atmosfeer  van  die  Kersseisoen .  En dit is goed.  Dit is wonderbaar.  Dit 
hoort so.  Dit maak die wereld n beter plek..  Kerstyd bring liefde in die lug.   Geseende    
Kersfees dus aan al die lede van die PVO en julle geliefdes.  Groete, Ronnie Claassen. 
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FINAL  

IT BECAME TRADITION TO SALUTE TO THE SUNSET ON OLD YEARS EVE TO HONOUR THOSE WHO 

WILL NOT SEE IT HAPPEN THAT YEAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Please take a photo and send to the editor to be placed in the  March newsletter.) 

†Theo Kriek   †Peter Bowles 

†Willie Opperman 

†Cassie Castelyn  
   Broers sê totsiens op Watersprong (Klik op die skakel)  
   

 
WHAT I AM 

As long as we have ‘memories’, yesterday remains. 
As long as we have ‘hope’ – tomorrow waits 

As long as we have ‘friendship’ – today is beautiful 

 
 

 

31 Dec 2017 – Paul J. Els – Valhalla / Wil Mostert – Taiwan / Willoughby Brits – Centurion. 

https://www.facebook.com/anthony.j.bell.3/videos/10217705740501401/UzpfSTE0MTY4NjAxNzI6Vks6MTAxNTYxNjk5MzQyMjMzMzU/?multi_permalinks=10156171175208335&notif_id=1543727206076299&notif_t=group_highlights
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