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WOORD VAN DIE VOORSITTER /
WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Ek wil graag aan elkeen ‘n voorspoedige jaar toewens. Ons
was klaar lekker aan die gang in 2019. Ons het, as Parabat
broederskap, een van ons groot geeste gegroet, Sowel as ‘n
wonderlike aand saam met Generaal Viljoen.

Dankie dat ons saam die PVO se Visie kan uitleef naamlik
samesyn en mekaar ondersteun en mekaar help.

Dit was ‘n groot voorreg vir Pretoria Canopy om saam
Generaal Constand Viljoen te kon braai en kuier. Baie dankie
vir elkeen se teenwoordigheid, gesindheid en disiplinne by
die Canopy.

Ons moes ook van een van ons groot geeste, Lt/Kol Johnny
Kieser afskeid neem en omtrent so 25 manne van Pretoria
Canopy het die begrafnis bygewoon. Dit was baie goed om weer
manne na 30 jaar te sien soos bv Kaptein Piet Steyn en ander
manne van jare gelede.

Om die netjiese manne soos Oom Ronnie Claasen en
Ysterman van Niekerk en hulle gades te sien is voorwaar ‘n
voorreg tesame met die voorbeeld wat hulle vir ons wys. Sien
asb ons App vir baie meer inligting.

Ons beplan baie byeenkomste en ander vir 2019 en ek hoop
om almel te sien en die samesyn te geniet. Hou asb aan om
groot te droom.

“Airborne soldiers are exceptional individuals, but the
commitment they demonstrate is not innate. It is built on
trust — and managers should take note”



PRETORIA CANOPY

25 JANUARIE 2019

Die eerste Pretoria Canopy aand vir die jaar was ‘n groot sukses. Die aand was gereel vir net kuier en braai en
die opkoms was goed ondersteun deur baie Bats en vriende. Die ere gas vir die aand was Generaal Viljoen; sy
Vvrou en seun. Bats vanaf sover as Krugersdorp en Randburg het moeite gedoen om die aand saam te geniet.
Dankie aan die komitee vir hul reélings.







wien 75 YEARS AGO

| had the privilege to visit Arnhem on the 15" and 16" of February 2018 and visited the well known Bridge of which so
much is written about. | saluted the bridge for all South African Parabats and for the members of the SADFA. To give a
report of what really happened there will take time. | have just taken a short summery from the museum at Arnhem and
internet to compile what is of interest and | would suggest the readers to google the history. Good photos can be seen on
the website https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/the-story-of-operation-market-garden-in-photos

WO1 Paul J. Els. (Ret.)
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13" PARA FIELD AMBULANCE

This canon was found looking at the bridge. “A stone with a badge, a name, a date bured
The plate right is mounted on the canon and have the words on:] here, brothers, friend and mate they fought their
battles to free us all till the bugle sounded their
last call.”
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OPERATION MARKET GARDEN ARNHEM

After the German invasion in 1940 Arnhem was also occupied and the German influence became tangible. Arnhem was
spared the direct force of war until the Battle of Arnhem erupted.

The Rhine Bridge was of major strategic importance. When the German troops invaded the Netherlands in 1940 the
Dutch army blew up the bridge in defence. The Rhine Bridge was repaired and during Operation Marker Garden it was of
essential strategic importance to both sides.

On 17 September 1944 Operation Market Garden started. Various allied airborne divisions had the objective of occupying
bridges in the Netherlands until the allied ground troops arrived. The Arnhem Rhine Bridge was the main objective for the
BRITISH 15T Airborne Division and the final link in Market Garden: Arnhem was the gateway to Germany.

Market Garden (17-25 September 1944) is seen as an unsuccessful Allied military operation, fought in the Netherlands
and Germany in the Second World War. Airborne and land forces succeeded in the liberation of the Dutch cities
of Eindhoven and Nijmegen, but failed in keeping their further positions in and around the city of Arnhem with its
strategically important bridge over the river Rhine.

The operation included two sub-operations: an airborne assault to seize key bridges (Market) and a ground attack
(Garden). The attack was the largest airborne operation up to that point in World War II.
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Field Marshal Montgomery's strategic goal was to encircle the heart of German industry, the Ruhr, in a pincer movement.
The northern end of the pincer would circumvent the northern end of the Siegfried Line, giving easier access into
Germany.

The aim of Operation Market Garden was to establish the northern end of a pincer ready to project deeper into Germany.
Allied forces would project north from Belgium, 60 miles (97 km) through the Netherlands, across the Rhine and
consolidate north of Arnhem on the Dutch/German border, ready to close the pincer.

The operation made massed use of airborne forces, whose tactical objectives were to secure the bridges and allow a
rapid advance by armoured ground units to consolidate north of Arnhem. The operation required the seizure of the bridges
across the Maas, two arms of the Rhine (the Waal and the Lower Rhine), together with crossings over several smaller
canals and tributaries.

The Allies captured several bridges between Eindhoven and Nijmegen at the beginning of the operation. Lieutenant-
General Brian Horrocks' XXX Corps ground force advance was delayed by the initial failure of the airborne units to secure
bridges at Son and Nijmegen. German forces demolished the bridge over the Wilhelmina Canal at Son before it could be
secured by the 1015t Airborne Division. The 82" Airborne Division's failure to capture the main road bridge over the river
Waal at Nijmegen before 20 September also delayed the advance of XXX Corps.

At the furthest point of the airborne operation at Arnhem, the British 15t Airborne Division encountered initial strong
resistance. The delays in capturing the bridges at Son and Nijmegen gave time for German forces - including the 9t and
10t SS Panzer divisions, who were present at that time - to organize and retaliate. In the ensuing battle, only a small force
managed to capture the north end of the Arnhem road bridge and after the ground forces failed to relieve them, the
paratroopers were overrun on 21 September. The remainder of the 1st Airborne Division was trapped in a small pocket
west of the bridge, having to be evacuated on the 25" of September.

The Allies had failed to cross the Rhine. The river remained a barrier to their advance into Germany until offensives at
Remagen, Oppenheim, Rees and Wesel in March 1945. The failure of Market Garden to form a foothold over the Rhine
ended Allied expectations of finishing the war by Christmas 1944.

VICTORIA CROSS OPERATION MARKET GARDEN

A total of five Victoria Crosses were awarded during Operation Market Garden. On 19 September, RAF
Douglas Dakota MKk. Ill, of 271 Squadron, RAF Down Ampney, Gloucester, piloted by F/Lt. David Lord, was
hit by anti-aircraft fire in the starboard engine while on a supply sortie to Arnhem. Fire spread over the
starboard wing, as Lord spent ten minutes making two passes over very small drop zones (which, unknown
to the crew, had been overrun by German forces) to drop eight ammunition panniers. Just after the last pannier was
dropped, the fuel tank exploded, tore off the wing and only the navigator F/O Harry King escaped. He was made POW the
following morning, spending the rest of the war in Stalag Luft | at Barth. Lord, the second pilot P/O R.E.H. "Dickie"
Medhurst (son of Air Chief Marshal Sir Charles Medhurst), the wireless operator F/O Alec Ballantyne and air dispatchers
Cpl. P. Nixon, Dvr. A. Rowbotham, Dvr. J. Ricketts and Dvr. L. Harper of 223 Company RASC, were killed. Following the
release of King from prison camp, full details of the action became known and Lord received a posthumous Victoria Cross
on 13 November 1945, the only VC awarded to any member of Transport Command during the Second World War. In
May 1949, the Dutch Government awarded Harry King the Netherlands Bronze Cross.

From 17 to 20 September, John Hollington Grayburn of the 2" Parachute Battalion led his men with supreme gallantry
and determination. Although in pain and weakened by his wounds, short of food and without sleep, his courage never
flagged. There is no doubt that, had it not been for this officer's inspiring leadership and personal bravery, the Arnhem
bridge could never have been held for this time. John Grayburn's posthumous award of the Victoria Cross was
accompanied by a posthumous promotion to Captain.

Also on 19 September, Captain Lionel Queripel of the 10 Parachute Battalion, though injured in the face and both arms,
personally remained as a solitary rear guard after ordering his men to withdraw, over their protests. He was awarded a
posthumous Victoria Cross.
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On 20 September, Lance Sergeant John Baskeyfield's "superb gallantry [was] beyond praise. During the remaining days
at Arnhem stories of his valour were a constant inspiration to all ranks. He spurned danger, ignored pain and, by his
supreme fighting spirit, infected all who witnessed his conduct with the same aggressiveness and dogged devotion to duty
which characterised his actions throughout. Sergeant Baskeyfield, a member of the 2n Battalion, South Staffordshire
Regiment, posthumously received his Victoria Cross.

On 25 September, Major Robert Henry Cain also of the 2" Battalion, South Staffordshire Regiment, "showed superb
gallantry. His powers of endurance and leadership were the admiration of all his fellow officers and stories of his valour
were being constantly exchanged amongst the troops. His coolness and courage under incessant fire could not be
surpassed."Major Cain was the only Victoria Cross recipient to survive the battle.

Sgt Baskeyfield. Capt Lionel Queripel.

OPERATION MARKET GARDEN LOSSES

From Michael Reynolds book 'Sons of the Reich Il SS Panzer Corps' it lists the following:
Airborne element

British 15t Airborne 1,446 Dead (inc 229 Glider Pilots), 6,414 Wounded & POW
Polish Indep Brigade 97 Dead & 111 Wounded & POW

US 82nd Airborne 215 Dead 790 Wounded & 427 Missing
US 101st Airborne 315 Dead 1,248 Wounded & 547 Missing
plus 122 US Glider pilots, of which 12 were killed

Land element

XXX Corps suffered 1,480 casualties

VIl & XII Corps suffered 3,847 casualties between them.

German losses are stated at 6,400. He mentions that Kershaw breaks
this down to being some 2,586 lost north of the lower Rhine, including
1,240 from the Hohenstaufen, whilst some 3,750 men were lost by the
Germans fighting around the XXX Corps corridor, which includes 750

from Frundsberg.

Source:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation Market Garden
https://forum.axishistory.com/viewtopic.php?t=39530
Museum at bridge

Statue of Sgt Baskeyfield.
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BOSOORLOG 26 AUGUSTUS 1966 TOT 2 APRIL 1989

30 JAAR GELEDE
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In Augustes 1966 is kaptein Jan Breytenbach met ‘n paar manne na Pretoria vanaf Bloemfontein op ‘n
geheime taak waarvan die bevelvoerder van die Bn nie eens kennis gedra het nie. In Pretoria het kaptein
Breytenbach en sy span ‘n groep uitgesoekte polisiemanne opgelei hoe om uit ‘n helikopter te spring en
boskuns ens. Die polisiemanne wat toe gekies is en met die Valskerm manne, is op 25 Augustus na Ruacana
in geheim gevlieg.

Op Ruacana is hulle volledig ingelig van die taak wat hulle moes verrig die volgende oggend 26ste
Augustes so 60 kilometers suid van Ruacana.

Vroeg die oggend van die 26ste onder die leiding van kolonel Dillon van die Polisie en ‘n taakmag van 40
man in agt helikopters is die eerste aanval gemaak teen ‘n SWAPO basis.

Die aanvalsmag het uit die volgende bestaan: vier SAP Offisiere (drie offisiere van die uniformtak en ‘n
lid van die veiligheidstak), nege onder-offisiere (waarvan een ook ‘n lid van die veiligheidstak was) en 17 ander
range. Daarbenewens is vier Leér-offisiere (waarvan een ‘n geneesheer, twee valskerm-offisiere en een
inligtingsoffisier was) en vier onder-offisiere, tot die aanvalsmag toegevoeg. Agt lugmagoffisiere het die
helikopters beman en Blaauw van die SALM, was verantwoordelik vir die lugmagpersoneel en uitrusting. Die
‘Majoor’ (mak gemaakte SWAPO lid) was die 40ste lid. Om maksimum troepe (vyf per helikopter) te kon dra, is
besluit dat geen boordtegnici gedra sou word nie. Hulle sou by Ruacana bly as bystand-personeel, vir enige
noodgeval.

Die taakmag is ontplooi en ‘n aanval is geloots na die basis. Gedurende die geveg, om die moreel van sy
manskappe te bou, het Dillon besluit om homself aan die hoof van sy veeseksie aan te stel. Breytenbach en
Van der Waals het hom afgeraai om sy helikopter te verlaat. Desnieteenstaande spring hy toe uit die helikopter
dit was veel hoér as wat dit gelyk het en hy het hard met die grond kennis gemaak. Dit moet onthou word dat
Dillon nie opleiding gekry het om uit die helikopters te spring nie. Hierdie stap van Dillon het heelwat inisiéle
wanorde veroorsaak. Kpl Snakes Snyman, wat aangestel was om Dillon te beskerm, moes noodgedwonge ook
uit die Alouette spring en hy het ook hard met die aarde kennis gemaak. Hy het ‘n Bren masjiengeweer gedra
met twaalf magasyne. Hy sak op sy knieé neer toe die gewig hom grond toe ruk en gelukkig het hy weggerol.
(Tipies die aksie van ‘n valskermspringer). Hy het sy wind uitgeval, maar hy het dadelik reggekom; met die
hardste wat hy nog ooit geval het! Tyd om te bepaal of hy seergekry het was daar nie en hy storm agter Dillon
aan, wat al so vyftien tree voor hom in ‘n voetpaadijie hardloop, met ‘n wapen in die hand.

Skielik fluit daar patrone tussen Snakes en Dillon deur. Snakes skree na die kolonel: “Hulle skiet op ons,
Kolonel”, maar Dillon hoor niks tussen die lawaai van geweervuur, helikopters se motore en die geskree van
die manne nie. Toe Snakes links kyk, sien hy ‘n stomp so dertig meter van hom, waaronder Agapepe
Ipangelwa met sy PPSH na hulle vuur. Hy swaai sy wapen in die rigting en vuur ‘n sarsie skote voor die stomp
— uit die heup, maar Agapepe vuur nog steeds en Snakes lig sy wapen effens en tref Agapepe noodlottig. Die
een koeél is deur sy een oog en die helfte van sy kop agter was weggeskiet. Snyman storm verder om by
Dillon aan te sluit, maar toe hy deur die bosse breek hoor hy net ‘n geskree en wanorde het daarna geheers.
Die lawaai van die helikoptermotore en geweer skote, was oorverdowerend en tog het die manne geskree dat
hulle SAP lede was en maar gehoop dat die vryheidsvegters hulle sou kon hoor deur al die lawaai. Dit was te
betwyfel of iemand iets in die lawaai kon gehoor het. Met Dillon op die grond, moes Breytenbach
noodgedwonge beheer oorneem.

Breytenbach het Dillon later aangeraai dat dit beter sou wees as hy weer in die lug is en daar is vir hom
plek ingeruim in die helikopter met die vangspan, waarna hy beter beheer oor alle operasionele seksies kon

1 Lees volledig storie in ONGULUMBASHE DIE BEGIN VAN DIE BOSOORLOG van Paul J. Els.
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uitoefen. Snyman is op die grond gelos en is by die ander lede ingedeel. Lug-tot-lug en lug-tot-grond
radioverbindings was egter op dieselfde frekwensies en dit tesame met die feit dat sommige seksies nie
radiokontak behou het nie, het samewerking bemoeilik.

Twee vryheids vegsters is gedood en nege is in hegtenis geneem.

Na alles verby is en die basis is deurgesoek het een van die helikopters bier vanaf Ruacana gebring vir
die manne. Dit was maar bra warm bier gewees. Snakes is verwittig dat hy aangekla gaan word omdat hy die
terroris geskiet het. Dit het hom vreeslik geskok. Hy het eenkant gaan sit. A/O Ben Bandenhorst het na hom
gekom en gesé; “Man, hulle kan jou niks doen nie, ek sal daarvoor sorg” en hom ‘n bier oorhandig.

Dit het Snakes ‘n gerus gestel en by die res van sy manne aangesluit, waar meeste hom geluk gewens
het vir die kopskoot wat hy geskiet het. Daar het toe niks van die saak gekom nie.

Die aanvals datum word beskou as die BEGIN VAN DIE BOSOORLOG.

In die geskiedenis van die 23 jaar lange bosoorlog in SWA, was Ongulumbashe die enigste basis, na my
wete, wat ooit binne in SWA deur SWAPO gebou is.

Breytenbach span lede was: Kapt Jan Breytenbach; Lt Kaas van der Waals; Sers J. (Ouboet) Kruger;
Sers Wouter Hugo; Sers Tilly Smit; Sers M.J.(Yogi) Potgieter; Kpl J.P. (Snakes) Snyman; Kmdt (Dr) Klomp en
S/Sers Slade (Medies).

(Deur Paul J. Els.)
(Nota: Die SAP lede het medaljes ontvang vir die — maar ons SAW lede nie.)
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(OPMERKING: Rooirus en die “Majoor” se verkenning op die Terr basis kan gesien word as amper die
voorloper van die Recce verkennings konsep. Die was seker die eerste na die WO2. Storie in die boek.)



PRETORIA CANOPY

REMARKS FROM OUR MEMBERS
PVO KAPELANE

VIR KENNISNAME. Ek het by die afgetrede Kapelaan-Generaal nou die antwoord gekry oor kapelane en
veteraan organisasies. Daar gaan nie ‘n veteraan organisasie vir kapelane gestig word nie. Kapelane moet by
die korps/formasie waar hul hul kapelaansdiens verrig het aansluit as veteraan en kan dan daar binne daardie
Veteraan organisasie kapelaansdienste verrig, maar slegs as jy wel die kapelaanskursus gedoen het en
kapelaansdienste verrig het. Dit gaan veral oor die moontlikheid waar militére begrafnisse gehou word en
veteraan memorial byeenkomste gehou word. Slegs ‘n kapelaan mag dit doen.

Indien ‘n kapelaan nie beskikbaar is nie word kerklike pastors wel gebruik en ons verdra dit maar solank
die saak gedien word en wel reg gedien word. As julle nuus volg sal jul sien dat daar nou n parlementére
kommissie is onder voorsitterskap van pastor Ray Mccauley wat "wannabee" pastors/priesters/apostels ens
wat mense laat gras vreet en met doom spuit uit te sorteer. Wat ek probeer doen is om "wannabee" parabat
kapelane uit te sorteer, of nee eintlik "true" parabat kapelane as lid te kry by n canopy en dan kan ons
kapelaansdienste wettig en korrek lewer binne die PVO.

Vir ons is die vereistes dan as volg: Eerstens moet jy springgekwalifiseerd wees. Tweedens moet jy n
wettig opgeleide pastoor ens wees wat wettiglik as Godsdiens werker geregistreer is by n wettig geregistreerde
kerk of erkende godsdiens instituut. Derdens moes jy die kapelaans kursus voltooi het en ‘n aanstelling gehad
het binne die SAW/SANDF. In ons geval moes jy ook in 1 Bn of 44 Brig op ‘n stadium op sterkte gewees het
van die eenheid. Indien daar vrae of onsekerhede is maak ‘n post of kontak my en ons kry ons PVO kapelane
op sterkte en begin ons dienste te lewer. (Danie Louw. September 25, 2018 op BB.)

CAREL VAN DER MERWE SKRYF OP BAKKIESBLAD JAN 2019

BEHOEFTE VIR GEDENK PARADE BY WATER SPRONG

Soos die tyd aanstap begin die gesegde “Hulle kap nou in ons bos” meer ‘n werklikheid raak.

Al meer begin ons hoor van die afsterf van Valskerm broers, dit is ongelukkig ‘n deel van die lewe en nie
iets waarvan ons kan weghardloop nie.

Jaarliks by die Water sprong is daar eerbetoon aan lede wat die afgelope jaar afgesterf het en dit
beteken besonder baie vir die familie en ook vir die lid se makkers wie saam met hom gedien het.

Ek dink spesifiek aan AO Cassie Castelyn en Lt. Wouter du Toit wie se “as” tydens die afgelope water
sprong deur Mede soldate gestrooi is. Ek sal ook graag ‘n soortegelyke eerbetoon wil hé as ek eendag
opgeroep word na die groot DZ.

My voorstel is as volg:

Kan ons met behulp van baie bekwame lede ‘n standaard respekvolle eerbewys / parade saamstel wat
elke jaar by die water sprong eer kan betoon aan lede wat in die afgelope jaar afgesterf het?

Dit kan ‘n parade wees eie aan ons en aan ons huidige stand van nie-aktiewe lede maar tog met die
nodige respek om aan famille en vriende ‘n berusting te bring en erkenning dat jy deel was van ‘n uitgelese
groep manne.

Die parade/seremonie sal dan ook verteenwoordigend wees van alle Valskerm soldate en sal nie deur ‘n
spesifieke groep soos bv. PVO of Rooiplaas of wie ook al oorheers of gebruik word nie. Dit is vir almal om op
‘n respekvolle manier eer te betoon aan alle Valskerm soldate.

Ek is ook bereid om die inisiatief te lei en met eertydse leiersgroep te skakel om iets besonder in plek te
stel.

Ek sien uit na terugvoer van alle Valskerm lede.

Groete, Carel van der Merwe (AKA — Lt. C.J.) 083 304 0245 — carel@secutel.co.za
(Opmerkings aan Carel of die redakteur van BatChat.)
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MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE SKILLIE PROJECT

prT——g

Before moving on to Willie Opperman's funeral on Saturday, | had breakfast with Rachel Human, Skillie's
widow. She is well and sent her best wishes to all those who have faithfully supported the project to bring her
Andries home.

Rachel also expressed her wish to meet Patric "Blaz" Rieckert who has been such an invaluable help in
our contact with the Angolan, South African and Namibian governments. We will meet at the Voortrekker
Monument for a bite to eat as well as to view the niche in the wall built by the Ebo Trust to house Skillie's
remains.

I have spoken to Blaz and he is excited to meet the lady he has been so concerned about these past two
years.

Mike McWilliams. President. Parabat Veteran Organisation (December 10, 2018)

BRING SKILLIE HOME AND CAPTAIN JERONIMO

As most of you know, a vital part of getting Skillie Human home from his lonely grave in Angola was an effort to
gain the confidence and trust of the Angolan authorities.

We were asked by the then Angolan Ambassador to SA to help them establish the fate of a FAPLA
Captain, Sebasteao De Carvalho Jeronimo who was MIA from Operation Protea on 24 August 1981.

The Angolans believed we had captured him, but never returned him at the end of hostilities. Their
government had made many representations to the SADF and SA government since then, but all inquiries had
drawn a blank.

We at the PVO made it our mission to find out what had happened to the Captain.

After months of exhaustive detective work, not made easier by the shut-down of our military archives, we
pieced the story together.

Captain Jeronimo was a tank commander and his tank was the first to be shot out by SA forces near
Xangongo.

His other two tank crew had escaped the tank through the driver's hatch but had died of their wounds
alongside the tank.

Captain Jeronimo's body remained in the turret when the tank was captured by SA forces and driven to
an assembly area from whence it was later sent to South Africa.

The next morning, the SADF driver decanted Captain Jeronimo's remains from the tank and buried them
next to the tanks overnight position somewhere in the trackless Angolan bush.

Today, Blaz and | found the tank at the Army College in Thaba Tshwane. We visited the Army College
and went to the OC's office and met with the OC as well as some other serving officers. They knew nothing of
any T34 tanks on the premises, but the OC personally lead us to where he knew some tanks were parked.

The first tank we found was the T34 we were looking for.

It had the HEAT round hole in the left-hand side of the turret, just as Toffie Grove HC had described to us
and after examination, we found a barely legible grass plaque on the tank identifying it as the same tank shot
out near Xangongo on 24 August 1981.

Blaz immediately phoned Captain Jeronimo's widow, Rita and informed her of our find. She was very
emotional and thankful.

We also phoned the Angolan Ambassador to make a date for a small memorial service to be held at the
tank. The Ambassador will revert to us with a convenient date and we will make arrangements to lay a PVO
wreath and show our colours.

We hope that this will spur the Angolan authorities to grant us the permissions we need in order to Bring
Skillie Home.

Mike McWilliams. President. Parabat Veteran Organisation (15/01/2019)
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A NEW YEARS RESOLUTION PVO

The Management of the PVO wishes you all a happy and prosperous new year. There are many within our
Brotherhood who, despite our wishes, will not be facing even a sufficiently prosperous year to enable them to
care for themselves and their families.

The PVO Enablement Fund helps fellow Parabats, both PVO Members, as well as non-members to
make ends meet in emergencies.

Because of financial constraints, we are unable to help our people as much as we would like, and 2019
is the year in which we have resolved to change this.

Our Enablement Fund Committee manages an audited bank account dedicated to helping our less
fortunate brothers. This help is given carefully in that we ensure any money is not wasted on recreational
substances but used to pay utility or school bills or to purchase the essentials.

To avoid embarrassment to recipients, no hames are publicized, but strict records are kept within the
organisation.

This message is to suggest a New Year’s resolution to all Parabats.

We know that finding a New Year’s resolution is a difficult business for Parabats who are mostly perfect
human beings, so we hope you will welcome our suggestion with open arms.

If every one of us were to open a small monthly stop order to pay a little into the PVO Enablement Fund,
we will become very much more effective than we are at present.

We urge you to make this resolution now and pay into the account below a small tribute monthly.

Use your name as our reference with the initials EF after your name so that the contribution is allocated
to the Enablement Fund.

The account details follow The Parabat Veterans Organisation Nedbank Acc. No. 1131959035 branch
No. 114145. Somerset Mall, Somerset West, Cape Province South Africa SWIFT NEDSZAJ

Any donations are eligible for tax exemption and you should ask us for a tax certificate if you want one.
Thanking you in anticipation. Mike McWilliams. President. Parabat Veteran Organisation (2 January 2019)
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PRETORIA CANOPY

MAROON PAGES

More Makkers - een van die doelwitte vd PVO is dat ons mekaar moet en wil ondersteun. Baie van onS
makkers het besighede - PVO wil ‘n MAROON PAGES beskikbaar stel - op ons website ook via ons app -
sodat jy kan sien wie en waar jy moet koop of diens gebruik maak - stuur asb (verkieslik in EXCELL
SPREADSHEET formaat - jou Naam en van - country - Dorp - Besigheid se naam - kort beskrywing van jou
besigheid - tel nommer - website - stuur asb na jannie.kotze @parabat.org.za

Kom ons maak dit n groot poging.

Dankie,

Jannie Kotse (21/01/2019)

EX ALTO VINCIMUS

MIKE CRONJE

Ek bedel en vra altyd, en nou vra ek weer vir julle hulp en
ondersteuning. As elke Veteraan 'n boks van 24 pakkies "BBQ
Time Firelighters" aanskaf, dan kan ons baie meer mense help en
dan hoef ek nie so aanhoudend te bedel nie. Die projek loop baie
mooi maar ons het almal se ondersteuning nodig om die
firelighters te koop en versprei en ook 'n wins vir jou of jou
maatskappy te maak. Almal vra altyd hoe kan hulle help, nou hier
is julle geleentheid om In His Honour Outreach Foundation en
sodoende ander te help. Vir bestellings: epos:
inhishonour@lantic.net of Whatsapp/sms 071 284 6153.

Prys: 24 pakkies @ R12.50 per pakkie = R300 sonder aflewering.

HULP VIR ONS MENSE

Almal se "Mike laat my weet hoe ek kan help", nou vra ek hulp.

Dankie vir almal se bydrae tot die sukses van IHHOF. As gevolg van die haaglike ekonomiese toestand
in ons land, raak die behoefte bykans elke dag groter — ons kry meer gereeld versoeke vir hulp — hetsy
finansieel of behuising & kos.

Op ons veterane plaas, trek die inwoners ook swaar. Ons plant tans garlic & bou die vark hokke groter
sodat ons uiteindelik meer varke kan teel & inneem; sodoende sal ons verseker dat ons binne die volgende 3 —
5 jaar heeltemal selfonderhoudend sal wees .

Die veilige sorgesentum vir kinders en die veterane plaas is finansieel heeltemal afhanklik uit die fondse
wat deur Schoemansville resort se visvang inkomste ge-genireer word. Soos almal weet, is die hiasinte op die
dam tans vreeslik erg — die afgelope 6 maande zero inkomste.

Maak asb. dringend ‘n finansiele bydrae as jy kan — ons organisasie is ‘n Seksie 21 geregistreerde
maatskappy en inkomste word deur ons ouderteure gekontrolleer — elke R10-00 maak n verskil. Ons waardeer
byvoorbaad elkeen se bydrae, al is dit hoe gering.

In His Honour Outreach Foundation / Absa Tjekrekening / Tak kode 632005 / Rekening no. 9244722025
Paypal rekening: inhishonour@Iantic.net / Mike 0715956300

CARPE DIEM:

Huidiglik is fondse in die rooi en ons benodig fondse vir diesel en om die veterane plaas aan die gang te hou!

Ons het 'n misoes gehad met die waartlemoene en kool plantjies as gevolg van bobbejane en die hitte. Ons
het nou pampoene en mielies geplant en hulle begin hou mooi uitkom. Ons is dankbaar vir die reén wat ons tot
en met nou ontvang het.
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PRETORIA CANOPY

WOORD VAN DIE REDAKSIE: HIERDIE NUUSBRIEF MOET NIE GESIEN WORD AS ‘N BEDEL BRIEF
NIE. ONS, EK EN JY, WEET WAT OM ONS AANGAAN. VAN ONS WAT KAN, KAN DIE VERSKIL MAAK
AAN ONS MEDE MENS. ONS PLAAS KAN MISKIEN JOU TOEVLUG OORD WORD MORE!!!!

e

PVO BESTUURSVERGADERING

Willoughby Brits verwittig dan die PVO bestuur hul jaarlikse bestuursvergadering op 23 Februarie 2019 gehou.

Die PVO Bay Canopy het die venue verskaf by die MOTHSs in Port Elizabeth en die bestuur van die PVO wil
net dankie se aan die organiseerdes.

HULDEBLYK — LT-KOL JOHNNY KIESER
deur Morne Coetzer

Johnny Kieser, een van die groot name in die geskiedenis van 1 Valskerm-bataljon, is in die vroeé oggendure van 28
Februarie 2019 in Bloemfontein oorlede.
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PRETORIA CANOPY

Korporaal Kieser was een van die vyftien uitgesoekte Suid-Afrikaanse soldate wat in 1960 na Engeland vertrek het
om ‘n spesiale valskermspringkursus by die Britse lugmagbasis RAF Abington te voltooi. As deel van die opleiding moes
hy ook kwalifiseer as instrukteur en afstuurder, aangesien hy en die ander lede van die span sou terugkeer om ‘n
valskermsoldaat-eenheid in Suid-Afrika te stig.

Na ‘n jarelange loopbaan by 1 Valskermbataljon in Bloemfontein, waar hy uiteindelik die pos van RSM met groot
waardigheid beklee het, het hy as luitenant-kolonel afgetree.

Al die veterane in die valskermsoldategemeenskap ken hom. Die jonger garde het vir hom die eretitel “Oom
Johnny” gegee, ‘n teken van die agting wat almal vir hom gehad het.

Talle staaltjies word van hom vertel, veral van soldate wat onder hom deurgeloop het — van sy jare as instrukteur
tot die tydperk waar hy die hoogste onderoffisiersrang, RSM, by 1 Valskermbataljon beklee het. Elkeen van hierdie
staaltjies word met ‘n glimlag vertel, want met ons swaar kry het sy manier van doen ook ‘n ligte kant gehad. Hoewel hy
uiters streng was, het hy nooit iemand te na gekom of verneder nie.

Inteendeel, almal het die grootste eerbied vir hom gehad, van troep tot generaal. Een voorbeeld daarvan was by
die massasprong tydens 1 Valskermbataljon se mondigwording in 1982. Toe was hy reeds sersant-majoor Kieser, en hy
het persoonlik leiding geneem met die kort opknappingskursus vir offisiere van luitenant tot generaal, insluitende die
destydse Hoof van die Leér, generaal Constand Viljoen. ledereen het na hom geluister en sy instruksies gevolg. Sy
kompliment aan hulle was: “Julle is almal sterk springers, manne. Gaan doen die ding.”

Self het Johnny Kieser meer as ‘n 4,300 valskermspronge gedoen, ‘n hele paar daarvan op 70-jarige ouderdom. Hy
het ook ‘n merkwaardige aantal vryvalspronge in sy logboek wat ure van vryval beloop. Min mense besef hoe groot dié
prestasie is, want vir die gewone valskermsoldaat is ‘n honderd spronge al ‘n reuse getal.

Die dood van Johnny Kieser laat ‘n groot leemte. Almal wat by 1 Valskermbataljon en elders met hom te doen
gehad het, dink met groot eerbied aan sy nalatenskap.

Ons innige simpatie met sy familie en nabye vriende — van ons valskermsoldate, oud en jonk.

A
AR,
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OU BATS KOM BYMEKAAR 06/03/2019
Sit: James (Jakkals) de Jager; Kaas vd
Waals; Gert Nel en Albert van Driel.

Staan: Paul J. Els; Jakes Swart; Blikkies
Blignaut en André Bestbier.
Onder: Buig die hoofte vir Johnny Kieser.

I asked an old Military Veteran, T
"Even after 95 years, you still ‘ = Verwittig ons as jy
call your wife Darling, ‘
Honey and Love. What's
the secret?

verhuis van jou
nuwe adres of
nuwe epos adres

OLD VETERAN : I forgot her o
name 10 years ago and & KV = of Cell nommer
I'm scared to ask her. g |




THE PVO WEBSITE

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the information you need on the organisation. Please visit it regularly. Any
paratrooper who needs to know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be helped from this website. New members are
welcome and existing members who are unsure of any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries there.

PVO APP

Go onto the Android Google Play or Apple store, search for Parabat Veterans Organisation and download the PVO app on
your mobile device. Paid-up PVO members will have access to premium information and additional benefits.

#Neem asseblief kennis dat die finansiele state beskikbaar is vir enige opbetaalde lede vir besigtiging en vrae. Ons het
strukture en ouditeure in plek om verantwoording te doen vir elke sent wat ge-in of spandeer word.

BOOKS / CD’s / DVD’s of the BATS

Order from our Canopy a variety of books CD’s and DVD’s

ROOIPLAAS! e ! BATTLE s
W N FOR CASSINGA

1 VALSKERMBATALJON

WATERSPRON
G 20 VD
BESKIKBAAR
VANAF DIE
CANOPY

RENIER DU TOIT
RONNIE CLAASSEN

Paul ).Eis

We have DVD recordings of presentations by: |
| CD oor Skillie

1) Genl. Rudman I Beskikbaar by:

2) Genl. Bestbier |
3) Oom Ronnie P_atll im_u Ifeis_[pjul@j S_esj'c_ofal -

L
4) Sgt. Maj. John Haynes — Recce seaborne operations
5) Dr A.R. Turton
6) Capt Dirk Gouws

...... and a growing media library with recordings we will be making of all future presentations
BELANGRIKE DATUMS VIR DIE VOLGENDE DRIE MAANDE

PARABAT REUNION

PTA CANOPY BYEENKOMSTE 12 APRIL 2019 /10 MEI / 14 JUN
6 APRIL BRAAI BRONKHORSTSPRUIT ROOIPLAAS

6 APRIL KOEVOET KRANSLEGGING VTM 10h00

1 MEI MILITERE & GESKIEDENISFEES VTM

5 MElI' CASSINGA GEDENKDIENS OORLOG MUSUEM

26 MEI GEDENKDIENS BY DIE VOORTREKKERMONUMENT

10 Mei gasspreker oor die Selous Scouts — Dave Scales
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PRETORIA CANOPY

BATS IN NOOD

‘n Groot dankie aan al die manne wat bydraes gemaak het vir makkers in nood. Ons kon die
afgelope paar maande verskeie manne help wat in nood is/was.

Ons het ook hospitaal beddens gekry en het reeds een van ons makkers daarmee gehelp. Sy
diensplig kompanie help hom ook met ander behoeftes. Indien daar enige ander Parabat is was
so ‘n bed nodig het laat weet ons.

Enige manne wat bydraes wil maak kan betalings in PTA Canopy se rekening inbetaal —
gebruik verwysing Bat Hulpfonds.

Rekening besonderhede —

Standard Bank

Centurion

Rek nom. 013576143 Tak 012645

MAROON PRIDE

What was their aim we had endured the pain
Come what may the final parade was in the rain
Abreast we stood, each had their story

With maroon berets, and wings of glory

Hitched a ride back home with pride

The driveway calling | lengthened my stride
In stepouts and all we fell to the floor
Crying with everyone behind the door

With mom and dad, he wasn’t that bad
Our time had come to leave was sad

Back in the base we had to show face
Marching on the parade at a fast pace

Herdenking vir. die aanvalle op
Cassinga, Savate en Ops Argon
Tyd: 14:00' | Kos sal gereed weesiteen 17:30

What we’'d become our mascot was an eagle — A

The cries that echoed weren't that of a seagull i Y& Ulkop S e
It's become the legend on everyone’s badge -
(AUTHOR UNKNOWN) ‘(‘;1roLo°tntr§It('rivier 044 620 221 5 Open - 18;I\Ia:till late
WORD FROM THE EDITOR

This is your newsletter. Please make contribution to it in the line of news; personal
stories during training or operations; looking for someone; report on parade attended;
and any lose of Bats. The next one will be at the end of June 2019 and need your inset two

weeks before that. VASBYT
paul@who-els.co.za
Paul J. Els 7

chris.pohl@parabat.org.za
Chris Pohl
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PRETORIA CANOPY

FINALE

THANKS TO ALL WHO SALUTED TO THE SUNSET ON OLD YEARS EVE TO HONOUR
THOSE WHO WILL NOT SEE IT HAPPEN IN 2018.

>

Dukubat, Pretoria. Herman Palm & friends.

John Bolitho. Johan Els Hilversum in

Nederland.

lan Surmon in Thailand.

C I

ERE ROL/ROLL OF HONOUR

JANUARIE
Paul Clayton
Pierre le Grange
FEBRUARY
Greg Youens
Charl Celliers
Gustav Swanepoel
Johnny Kieser
MAART
Pieter Schreuder
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