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WOORD VAN DIE CANOPY VOORSITTER 
WORD FROM CANOPY PRESIDEN 

 

.%84 04! #!./09 -%%4).'3 
ρτ *!. Ⱦ ρς &%" Ⱦ ω -24 

MESSAGE FROM THE PTA CANOPY CHAIRMAN  

Dit is met opregte dankbaarheid dat ons terugkyk op 2025. 
Ons manne is werklik geseënd om deel te  wees van die Parabat -

broederskap, en die voorreg te hê om elke maand saam te kom 
en bande te versterk. Die jaar was vir Pretoria Canopy õn 

uitsonderlike een, met lede wat saam met ander PVO - canopies 
die Bats met waardigheid en trots verteenwoordig het by 
verskeie geleenthede.  

Ek is diep dankbaar om deel te wees van hierdie unieke 
broederskap, én om saam te stap as lid van die PVO en Pretoria 

Canopy. Wat ons het, is kosbaar en onvervangbaar ñ iets wat 
geen geld ooit kan koop nie.  

Aan elke leser  wens ek õn gese±nde Christusfees toe. Mag 
hierdie feesseisoen vir julle oorvloedige vrede, vreugde, bederf 

en ware blydskap bring.  
Chris Pohl   
Voorsitter: PVO Pretoria Canopy  
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INDEMNITY 
We know readers will smile about certain strange events they read 
or see in this newsletter. We also know readers will not hold the 
editorial board responsible for every statement! This newsletter is 
filled with very different personal opinions of military veterans who 

write mainly just on their own behalf. So, they say what they like. 

 VRYWARING 
Ons weet lesers sal glimlag oor sekere vreemde gebeure wat hulle in 
hierdie nuusbrief lees en sien. Ons weet ook lesers sal die redaksie nie 
vir elke uitspraak verantwoordelik hou nie! Hierdie nuusbrief is propvol 
uiteenlopende persoonlike menings van militêre veterane wat veral net 
namens hulleself skryf. So, hulle sê wat hulle wil. 

 WERK SAAM MET GOD  
Baie mense is so intens individualisties dat hulle ón teen sin daarin 

het  dat iemand h u lle raad moet aanbied. Hulle doen graag dinge 
op hulle eie manier ï dikwels met rampsoedige gevolge. Hulle 

weier om enige taak te delegeer, selfs aan die bekwaamste 

mense. Ten spite van die goeie werk wat hulle doen, kon hulle 
soveel meer in minder tyd verrig het as hulle slegs geleer het om 

m et kolegas saam te werk.  
Dieselfde beginsel is van toepassing o p die geestelike lew e. 

Baie Christene is so onafhanklik dat hulle nie harmonie met 
mekaar kan saamwerk nie. H u lle organiseer geredelik maar is  

onwillig om konstruktiewe raad te aanvaar. As dinge nie volgens 

hulle plan gedoen word ni e , is hulle kwaad.  
Ongelukkig  best aa n hierdie gesindheid tussen sommige 

dissipels en hulle Meester. Daarôs in ón spesiale taak wat vir sy 
koni n kryk verrig moet word. Dit kan op twee manière gedoen 

word ï of  die dissippel -  of die Meester se manier. Dikwels word 

die t aak in eie krag aangepak. Hoe groter die taak, hoe 
belangriker is samewerking en beplanning met God. Om in 

harmonie met God te werk, beteken dat meer werk in minder ty d 
en me t  groter se ën verrig sal word.  

Hag:2 -4. ñBegin met die werk, want Ek is 

by julle, s ѻ die Here die Almagtige.ò 
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KERSBOODSKAP BESKERMHEER 2025  

KERSFEES is om die draai. Die afgelope jaar is die Canopy en die hele 

valskermgemeenskap geskok deur die talle ouens wat oorlede is. Mag dit nou stil en 

rustig wees tot Kersfees en die nuwe jaar wat gaan volg.  

Ons innige meegevoel aan die gesinne  van die manne wat ons ontval het. Ons bid 

dat God se seëninge almal met Kersfeestyd sal om arm.  

Kersfees is n dag wat God ons geskenk het. Mag julle sy guns in jul lewens met 

oorgawe gedenk. Vier dus die dag met groot vreugde en dankbaarheid. Indien julle 

gaan reis in die volgende maand, reis veilig en onthou Stop by stopstrate.  

Onthou om om te gee vir mekaar onder alle omstandighede hoor. Geseënde 

Kersfees en Voorspoedige Nuwejaar. Groete. Oom Ronnie en gade.  

PVO PRESIDENT BOODSKAP  2025 

Makker en vriend,  
Nog õn jaar het verbygegaan ð õn jaar vol diens, deursettingsvermo± en diep verbintenis. My 
opregte dank aan al die voorsitters van al ons Canopyõs, ons bestuurslede, en elke lid wat sy 

deel doen om hierdie organisasie sterk te hou.  
Ons stig binnekort nog õCanopyõs, en ek nooi elkeen uit om betrokke te bly. Onthou om 

gereeld op die PVO - webtuiste in te loer; daar is baie waardevolle inligting, insluitend meer 
as 30 BatsChats en al ons nuusbriewe.  

Ons werk hard aan die PVO -strategie om õn volhoubare pensioen van 3 miljoen rand per 
jaar vir ons makkers te verseker. Dit verg deursettingsvermoë ð soos die verhaal van 
Starbucks wat 217 keer nee gehoor het voordat hulle finansiering gekry het en vandag meer 

as 36 000 winkels het. As óns dit regk ry, sal die pensioenfonds aan makkers kan groei van 
3 miljoen na 6 miljoen en verder. Dit sal õn groot verskil maak in die lewens van ons veterane. 

Ons òStorms van die Leweó- program bly kern tot ons missie. Oor die afgelope 40 jaar 
ð en die 30 jaar wat voorlê ð help dit ons om die storms van ons lewens te hanteer. Moenie 

jouself isoleer nie. Woon asseblief Canopy - byeenkomste by, en bou ondersteunende netwerke 
ð ook in jou geloofsgemeenskap, soos jou kerk.  

Die PVO het reeds meer as 700 byeenkomste  gereël, en ons beplan weer meer as 100  
vir die nuwe jaar. Ons skep hoop. Vir almal.  

Ons woon ook gedenkdienste by, en ons sal ons makkers wat die hoogste prys betaal het 

nooit  vergeet nie.  
Alles wat ons doen ð elke projek, elke byeenkoms, elke optrede ð doen ons professioneel, 

waardig en binne die wet . Dit is ons eer, ons roeping en ons nalatenskap.  
Met die feestyd voor ons wens ek elke makker, elke familie en elke ondersteuner:  

¶ õn Geseënde Kersfees ,  
¶ õn Geseënde Jesus - fees ,  
¶ en õn baie voorspoedige nuwe jaar .  

Mag respek vir mekaar, en respek vir elkeen wat gedien het, ons fondament bly. Elke man 
tel. Elke makker is kosbaar.  

Parabat groete,  
Willoughby Brits  

President: Parabat Veterane Organisasie (PVO)  
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The PVO website 

www.parabat.org.za  is there to give you all the 
information you need on the organisation. Please 
visit it regularly.  Any paratrooper who needs to 
know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be 
helped from this website.  New members are 
welcome and existing members who are unsure of 
any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries 
there.  

 
#Neem asseblief kennis dat die finansi±le 

state beskikbaar is vir enige opbetaalde lede 
vir besigtiging en vrae. Ons het strukture en 

ouditeure in plek om verantwoording te doen 

vir elke sent wat ge-in of spandeer word. 

 

THE PVO ENABLEMENT 

FUND 

Essentially, the wellbeing of all Parabats and 

their families is our primary concern. Many of 
us are reaching the age where retirement and 
redundancy become threats to our continued 

welfare. Some of us have been suffering from 
the strain of wounds and disabilities sustained 

during our years as soldiers as well as suffered 
after our military service ended. Others have 
been made redundant by retrenchments or 

affirmative action. 
All these people need help and support in 

their daily lives. 
 

 NEW BOOKS 

Marked  
PelsA Boeke  

Contact Paul J. Els paul@who -els.co.za  
Order books from epos@groep7.co.za  

 

pittaway@iafrica.com . 
wevdwaals@gmail.com .    paul@who -els.co.za  

 

http://www.parabat.org.za/
mailto:paul@who-els.co.za
mailto:epos@groep7.co.za
mailto:pittaway@iafrica.com
mailto:wevdwaals@gmail.com
mailto:paul@who-els.co.za
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Ken van Straaten se skildery van Cassinga  

Na aanleiding van ons Pretoria Canopy se Cassinga Lugmag 

gasspreker aanbieding Vrydagaand, het Krige nog bydraes 
ontvang deur SA Lugmag lede wat ook by Cassinga betrokke 
was:  

2/Luitenant Botha "BOATS" Olivier, mede-vlieënier van kaptein 
Hojan Cronje', sy gesagvoerder en mentor op die dag van 

Cassinga. 
Toe John Church om hulp roep vir sy terugdraai om die 

'straggler' op te laai, het hulle omgedraai, en ook omdat hulle met 

'n 20 mil gewapen was. 
Op die een foto is 2Luitenant Botha "BOATS" Olivier, mede-

vlieenier van kaptein Hojan Cronje', sy gesagvoerder en mentor 
op die dag van Cassinga. 

Op die een foto is Hojan Cronje', Boats met hulle 

boordingenieur.  
Johan en Boats het op Cassinga se parade grond geland om 

Casevacs op te laai. 
Ek is gebore in Pretoria 23 Augustus 1956. Gedoop as Botha 

Olivier. 

Skool gegaan in Piet Retief en Voortrekkerhoogte by Genl 
Andries Brink Laerskool. Matrikuleer by Voortrekkerhoogte 

Hoërskool 1974. Sluit 20 Jan 1975 aan by die Lugmag te SLO in 
Lyttelton. Word gekeur vir vlieënier opleiding te Dunnottar en 
begin daar my vliegloopbaan op Harvards. Vliegkursus word 

voltooi op Impalas en ontvang vleuels in Desember 1976. 

ARTICLES / REPORTS / SNIPPETS

LETTERS / MESSAGES

FROM ALL OVER  
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Doen offisierskursus te Lugmag Kollege 1977 en vertrek na Ysterplaat om helikopter 
aanpassing te doen op Alo III, die operasionele aanpassing word voltooi op Bloemspruit by 16 B 

Eskader. Nog steeds KOs en verplaas na 19 Esk te LMB Swartkop vir Puma aanpassing. Word 
be order na 2/Luitenant en kwalifiseer as mede-vlieἒneer op Pumas. Vertrek op eerste 

operasionele toer in Des 1977. Hoofsaaklik daardie toer saam kaptein Hojan Cronje gevlieg en 
baie geleer. My 2de toer ook hoofsaaklik saam Hojan saam wie ek toe Ops Reindeer gevlieg het. 
Word einde 1978 bevorder na luitenant en gesagvoerder op Puma. Keer terug Na Alo III in 1979 

tot 1980. 1981 bevorder na kaptein terwyl ek terugkeer na 19 Eskader op Pumas. Trou in Aug 
1982 en vertrek vir jaar na Rundu in 1983. Word verplaas na 30 Esk April 1984 waar ek bly tot 

Desember 1988. Instrukteur op Dunnottar tot Desember 1991 en dan 19 B Eskader op LMB 
Lyttelton tot 1993 as Oryx Instrukteur.  

Bevorder na luitenant kolonel by Opl Kommandament tot Aug 1993 en oorgeplaas Na 

Rooivalk Projek tot 2003. Verplaas na Gesamentlike Operasies Jan 2004 as kolonel en bedank 
uit die Mag November 2008. Begin vlieg vir Starlite Aviation in Afrika en Europa tot Augustes 

2015.  
Doen ambulans heli werk by Henley van Okt 2015 tot Des 2017.  
Vlieg tans vir Kishugu op Huey helis in brandbestryding. Geniet die vlieg en uitdaging. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

It is the fist time these photos ever been published . 
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Hy was majoor John Church HC (Ret) se boordingenieur tydens Cassinga toe hulle 

omgedraai het en geland het om ons agtergeblewende Bat op te pik. 
Church Boer beeste in Mafeking wἒreld. 

Tait ry rotors in Suid-Soedan. 
Ken van Straaten is steeds lugvaart ingenieur op Wonderboom-lughawe. 
Sien ook Ken van Straaten se skildery van Cassinga 

Foto's van "toe" en "nou"....L.n.r: John Church; Ken van Straaten en Charlie Tait. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

REDAKSIE: Kan nie bevestig nie , maar my vermoede is dat die fotos  van Cassinga in die 

veld vir die eerste  keer ooit gepublisier is.  
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ñEk kom gou kyk of jy jou subs betaal het!!ò 
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MADA GASCAR   1 BAT PARA  
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ORIGIN OF THE SANDF PARATROOPER COMPOSITE HELMET - 1983  
HISTORY 

During 1975, a secret defence co-operation agreement was signed between Israel and the 
South African Government. This agreement led inter alia to the purchase of Israeli Orlite 

Engineering OR-201s helmets for the Parachute Brigade.  
This Israeli helmet in use with the SADF became known as the M83 (first generation). 

These first-generation M83s were nearly identical to the Israeli Army OR-201s (or Kasda M-

76s). They were made of fibreglass and ballistic plastic dipped in numerous layers of resin and 
the edges of the shell are protected by a thick, black rubber ring. The cradle liner was riveted 
directly to the shell by means of circular, flat rivets. Two black rubber shock absorbers with 

grooves were glued to the front and back of the shell and a round rubber shock absorber was 
positioned between the liner and the shell to protect the top part of the head. The three-point 

chinstrap system is very similar to that found on British HSAT Mark IIs.  

"British HSAT (Helmet Steel Airborne Troop) helmets in use 

by the South Africans". A long with the M63 Para Staaldak,  
South Africans continued to use the British Para helmets in 
the 60's and 1970's. With some examples being used by 

officers in the 80's.  
What I am aware of is that the 15 Volunteers who went to 

the UK in the 60's got gifted British HSAT's to take back to 

SA. I doubt those members would give their helmets away,  
but I won't throw that theory out the window.  

But that leaves on 15 helmets in circulation which I don't 

think is possible, so somewhere more helmets had to be 
sourced. I know McGill Alexander mentioned that there was 
an order put in for helmets and various bits of kit from the UK, 

however the orders were deliberately delayed for obvious 
reasons. What is also interesting is that there were also quite 
a bit of Denison smocks in circulation in South Africa.  

Aside from the 15 that were brought back by the 15 
volunteers, I have also spotted Denison's used by members 
who never went to the UK, there is a great photo of Cmdt 

Fourie, second OC of 1 Para wearing a Denison, and then 
there are a considerable number  of photos of Hunter group 
members wearing Denisons in the late 60's/early 70's.  

So my questions is, did South Africa somehow get Kit 
from the Uk or did it come from Rhodesia, which is entirely 
possible.   Estian Burger  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1443104509246935/user/100013081023275/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUJ8H1BJNwkkpLP0E33xuiO5KZ6uBLDtRKp1idMc-RegdWXLchDM65UlfjXJ4tdoeV9p_ZK2CsbE0ALl2GQ86dKEAX3hxoEjTCRqZvcyRCalAWLp4W4WgWguPs1_dPweNCLrfqmfvQkmqk7K8uXXtsKdrUeyxZzjN8uiz6YnIOANQEZy8jNoxni9yzkXlfUQHyzBvIDtBdLZ31UZ9fpF3D9AkbtUqzvjsYjeAfFPhyUY0dtViACl7Dsm1YIPa2sqP-cq-5enVUSzab2A8M9UipU&__tn__=%2CP-y-R
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The main and only significant difference between Israeli Army OR-201s and the ones 
exported to South Africa is the colour of the shell (olive green for the Israeli Army and earth 

brown for the SADF). As the need for more M83s increased, copies of the Israeli OR-201s 
started being manufactured in South Africa by S.A.P.H.I. Pty Ltd (South African Pith Helmet 

Industries). These second-generation helmets retained the name M83, but there are several 
distinct differences between the Israeli-produced and South African-produced M83s. The 
South African M83s is slightly wider than its predecessor and the paint finish is rougher. The 

front and back black rubber shock absorbers lack the grooves found on the Israeli helmets 
and an extra U-shaped rubber part is attached on either side the head inside the shell. The 

bolts retaining the liner systems are not flat as in the Israeli model but bulging outwards and 
slotted. There are also discrepancies between the leather chin guard colour, chinstrap bale 
attachments and inner liner fasteners.  

The South African M83 paratrooper helmets were manufactured from Aramid Fibre 
(KEVLAR/TWARON) which is lighter and offered protection against fragmentation. (V50 ï 

426m/s) 
This specific helmet was used by S.A.P.H.I. (South African Pith Helmet Industry) as a 

specimen to manufacture the first production of M83 Paratrooper Helmets.    

At van Wyk  
Helmet in this photo is in the display cabnet of the PPM.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Beste Paul,  
PARABAT VAN DIE JAAR 2025 TOEKENNING 

Baie geluk met die òPrestigeó toekenning wat jy 

ontvang het.  

Wat die erkenning meer betekenis -vol maak 

is dat dit aan ž Seiner gemaak is in ž omgewing 

wat meestal deur infanteriste oorheers word.  

Daar is ook geen twyfel dat jy dit uit en uit 

verdien nie, met al jou werk wat jy agter die 

skerms doen, dikwels onder baie moeilike 

omstandighede. Jou insette gaan nie ongesiens 

verby nie.  

Wel gedaan jou tyd en moeite word opreg 

waardeer.  

Certa Cito Groete,  

Geoff Laskey 
Voorsitter Sein Assosiasie  

 

Hallo Chris, ons was aangenaam verras met die gulde ontvangs by 

die Valskerm Veterane se puik funksie Saterdag en het só tuis 

gevoel tussen die manne en hulle raakvat gades! Dit het baie 

gelukkige herinneringe teruggebring van valskermspronge 
Vrydae middae op De Brug met braaivleisvure in die veld en die 

veldkombuis toegerus met pap en sous, rolletjies en slaaie! Die 

manne het met vliën ier Danie Lombard in sy Dakota gevlieg om 
daar te spring en al die mammies het reeds die kinders in hulle 

motors gelaai soheentoe. Dit was sulke pret in 'n saai ou 

Bloemfontein in die sestigerjare!  

So bly om Ronnie Claassen weer te sien - 'n legende in ons 
midde! En jammer dat Ysterman van Niekerk nie ook teenwoordig 

kon wees nie - die twee helde van die oorspronklike groep van 15 

vrywilligers om hulle opleiding by "No 1 Parachute Training 

Centre at the RAF Abingdon" te ondergaan.  
Wat 'n voorreg om ook onder andere befaamde skrywer 

Paul Els te ontmoet wie soveel navorsing oor die jare gedoen het 

in Militêre Geskiedenis! Ons sê baie dankie, Chris, vir jou 
professionele hantering van die funksie. Die spitbraai was uit die 

boonste rakk e met al die smullekker bykosse en heerlike 

nageregte. Ons sê dankie aan almal wie bygedra het tot die 

sukses van hierdie jaareindfunksie - veral die oulike dames wie 
so hard gewerk het. My pa sou só trots gewees het op julle almal! 

En laaste maar nie die minste nie 'n groot dankie vir 'n baie 

spesiale bottel Shiraz Nagsprong (ingevoer van die Kaap)! Dit 
word opreg waardeer. Vriendelike groete, Robbie en Ina 

Scholtz  
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THE LANGUAGE OF PARACHUTING  
 

As is common in most other sports, everyday words have been given new twists, meanings, and phrasing 
by sport parachuting enthusiasts. After a few minutes in their company, one might easily conclude that, 
while all the words used by the parachutists were familiar, there was precious little understanding by the 
listener regarding anything that was said. 

A description of a jump might sound something like this: 
ñDuring a relative blast from seven-five yesterday, Jim spotted and poised off the strut while I bombed 

out, made a few Zs and then stabled out. I tried to catch him with a medium and then a full delta but finally 
had to such everything into a ball before I flared out near him. Past terminal, he was using a frog but as I 
closed, he reached and spread, buffeted, and spun off, zapping the pass, so I did a 180 and split in a max-
track for the opening point. Heôd spotted long so I dumped at two-grand in a track without a sleeve, burned 
a few panels, and ate my instruments. There was a bad wind at 1500 so I honked on the toggles and 
stalled-out to 500, whipped into the wind, held, then ran for the peas with half -brakes. On final I hooked, 
oscillated twice, and smashed the plate with a one-foot stand-up, but man, thereôs just gotta be a hotter 
parachute around than these cheapo derry-slots!ò 

Confusing? Not so once the basic terms become familiar. Newcomers to the sport would do well to 
remember the terms, which follow since most instructors require each novice to fully explain the details of 
their jump immediately after landing. This evaluation procedure assures the instructor, as well as the 
student, that the new jumper was mentally alert and keenly aware of his own actions and the actions of 
the parachute at all times during the jump. 

All terms, other than the first few of a general nature, are listed in the approximate order in which 
novices would encounter them during the initial training and jumping sequences. Except for the obvious, 
most terms receive further elaboration within the appropriate section. 
 
SPORT PARACHUTING  (Sky Diving, ñJumpingò) - The art of exiting from an aircraft over the proper point 
at a high altitude, stabilizing the body during a free or delayed fall, executing various controlled body 
manoeuvres C either alone or with others C safely opening the parachute at a given time and point, and 
then controlling the parachute so as to land safely on a specific ground target. 
 
MILITARY PARACHUTING - The low altitude (1,000 feet), static line and mass-formation dropping of 
specialized paratroopers for specific military combat purposes.  
RIGGER - Persons trained in the techniques of parachute packing, maintenance, repair and construction. 
Properly authorised riggers are only those who have been tested and licensed by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA). 
PACKING TABLE  (Mat) - A forty-foot table or ground mat on which parachutes are packed. 
SUSPENDED HARNESS - A parachute harness suspending the student a few feet above the floor or 
ground in which body positions, rip cord pulls, canopy control, and reserve deployments may be taught 
and practiced. 
MOCK-UP - A ground dummy or mock-up of the jump aircraft in which students are taught and practice 
aircraft procedures and the techniques of safely exiting an aircraft. 
DRY-RUN - Physically practicing the details of jumping procedures on the ground in preparation for the 
actual jumping. 
JUMP GEAR  (Rig) - The complete main parachute, pack, harness and the reserve parachute. 
LOADING AREA  (Zone) - The place on the airfield where the jumping list or manifest is made up and 
jumpers wait their turn to board the aircraft. 
JUMP MASTER: DISPATCHER - The parachutist responsible to the pilot for conducting the jump. For 
students this person should be a qualified instructor who is responsible for the aircraft supervision and 
safety of the students while they jump. Otherwise, the jump master is normally the senior jumper in the 
aircraft. 
EQUIPMENT CHECK  (Pin check) - The final visual and physical check of the equipment made by the 
jump master on all parachutists prior to boarding the aircraft. 
EMERGENCY AIRCRAFT PROCEDURES - Pre-planned actions, established by the pilot, to be followed 
by the parachutists in the event of in-flight emergency or failure. Such actions should be reviewed prior to 
take-off and whenever different types of aircraft are used for parachuting. 
WIND STREAMER (Wind drift indicator, ñStreamerò WDI) - A narrow length of coloured and weighted 
paper or cloth dropped prior to the start of jumping to measure wind speed and direction to assist in 
selecting the proper exit and opening point. The indicator has approximately the same rate of descent as 
a parachutist with an open canopy. 
SPOTTING - The technique of selecting the course to fly, directing the pilot, dropping the wind drift 
indicator, selecting the correct ground reference point over which to (1) exit from the aircraft and (2) open 
the parachute. Normally done by the designated jump master. 
JUMP RUN - The final leg of flight just prior to exiting the aircraft. Varies in length based on the number 
exiting, type and style of aircraft, altitude, etc. 
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EXIT POINT - The geographical ground reference point over which the jumper exits the aircraft. 
Door exit  (Dive, jump, ñBomb outò, ñBlast outò.) - Leaping from the aircraft doorway without using any 
braces, steps, wheels, etc, to assist in gaining immediate stability on exit. Generally used in group jumps 
and from large or high-speed aircraft. 
STATIC LINE  (Rope, trolley, dope rope) - The cord or webbing attached to a parachute that is hooked 
inside the aircraft and automatically pulls open the parachute when the jumper falls approximately eight 
feet away from the aircraft. 
DUMMY RIPCORD PULLS - A false ripcord handle with a coloured streamer attached, worn in the normal 
ripcord pocket. This device is used by students on several static-line jumps prior to making the first free 
fall both for training and to prove their ability to open a chute in free fall. 
JUMP AND PULL  (Hop and Pop) - Jumping and clearing the aircraft and immediately pulling the ripcord 
(within three seconds). 
RIPCORD PULL  (Open, pull, dump) - The act of pulling the ripcord to trigger the opening of the parachute. 
PILOT CHUTE - A small, spring-loaded parachute which springs or leaps out into the jumperôs slipstream 
when released by the ripcord pull. Attached to the sleeve or bag, or the reserve apex, it serves as a 
dragging anchor to lift and deploy the parachute assembly until the main canopy inflates. 
BURBLE, HESITATION  (Free fall) - Condition whereby the pilot chute hesitates, bounces, or flutters within 
the low-pressure areas immediately behind the jumperôs back without catching air from the slipstream. 
DEPLOYMENT SLEEVE - DEPLOYMENT BAG - The safety device encasing the parachute canopy which 
(1) creates drag thereby decreasing opening shock and (2) ensures that the suspension lines are fully 
extended prior to canopy inflation, thereby preventing jumper entanglement with the canopy. The sleeve 
and the bag are considered equally reliable when properly rigged and deployed. 
OPENING SHOCK  - The tug or jerk felt by the jumper as the canopy opens and fully inflates. The degree 
of intensity is influenced by factors such as vertical and horizontal velocity, atmospheric condition, body 
position, type of parachute, method of deployment, etc. However, the standard sport parachutes in 
common use today contribute surprisingly little or no discomfort when properly activated. 
PARACHUTE  (French: Para - means to guard against; chute - meaning a fall). - A relatively simple and 
efficient apparatus used in descending safely through the air from a great height, particularly an aircraft. 
Umbrella-like in form, it is rendered effective by the resistance of the air that expands it during the descent 
and then reduces the velocity of its motion. 
MALFUNCTION - Any improper functioning of the parachute system. 
OSCILLATION  - A pendulum-like tilting or swinging action of an inflated parachute canopy generally 
caused by air slipping out under the edge or skirt of the canopy. 
CANOPY SPEED (Forward speed) - The inherent horizontal speed of a canopy generated by the control 
of cloth porosity and the deflection of escaping air through specifically designed control or escape vents. 
DRIFT - The horizontal movement of the canopy through the air caused by external wind force against the 
canopy. 
FREE FALL  (Delayed fall) - Jumping without any attachment between the parachute and the aircraft and 
delaying (over 3 seconds) the opening of the parachute. The amount of delay or free fall is dependent on 
the height at which the jumper leaves the aircraft ... the higher the jump, the longer the delay. The 
parachute deploys only when the jumper pulls the release or ripcord or uses a special automatic opening 
device. 
STABLE FALL POSITION - Generally, a face-to-earth, spread-eagled body position where the back is 
arched and feet are spread in a manner that ñstabilizesò the body and prevents turning, spinning, or 
tumbling while falling. This is the ñlearningò or basic position and, once mastered, each individual adapts 
a variation to suit his particular body configuration. 
UNCONTROLLED FALL  (ZAP, Zs) - The opposite of the stabilized fall whereby the parachutist falls in an 
uncontrolled manner such as spinning, tumbling, or rolling, all of which are dangerous if allowed to remain 
unchecked and particularly at the time of opening the parachute. 
TERMINAL VELOCITY  (Terminal, Max-velocity) - The greatest speed at which a body falls through the 
atmosphere (14.7 psi). Resistance of the air overcoming the pull of gravity establishes the approximate 
figure of 176 feet per second or 120 mph that is reached after the 12 second of free fall. 
RELATIVE WORK  - The co-operative aerial manoeuvres executed by two or more jumpers during free 
fall in order to pass batons, create or ñhook-upò various formations, or for air-to-air photography. Such 
group manoeuvring is tricky due to many variables and only the more experienced parachutists normally 
attain success. 
BREAK -OFF POINT - A pre-planned altitude or time established as a safety precaution in relative work 
and group jumps at which point all participants cease the group action and spread out in preparation to 
open the parachutes. Generally established at least 1000 feet above the specified opening altitude. 
OPENING ALTITUDE  - 2500 FEET ABOVE THE GROUND. 
OPENING POINT - A physical ground reference point, established prior to exit, over which the jumper 
opens his parachute with the most favourable chance of manoeuvring so as to land on the target centre. 
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RIPCORD (The handle, lollypop, the apple, the cord) - The metal handle or knob and attached steel cable 
and locking pins which holds the parachute closed until the jumper pulls it loose, thereby unlocking the 
pack and freeing the pilot chute and canopy to deploy. 
WIND LINE - An imaginary wind direction line extending downwind from the true opening point to the target 
centre. Such lines may vary in direction and velocity at different altitudes. 
WIND SOCK - A cloth tube of varying diameter that shifts with wind changes and indicates the ground 
wind velocity and direction. 
CRAB, CRABBING  - Directing the canopy at various degrees sideways against the wind while moving 
across the line of wind direction. 
STEERING LINES (Toggles, knobs) - The special lines and their handles which are attached to key control 
panels and vents to Adrive@ the parachute canopy by controlling the angle and shape of the vents which 
effect the horizontal and vertical canopy speed and the direction. 
SLIPPING  - An action used with early conventional flat circular parachutes whereby a riser or group of 
lines are pulled down to distort the canopy shape and allow the air escaping from under the skirt to move 
and steer the canopy in the opposite direction. Modern steerable parachutes render this method obsolete 
and the procedure potentially dangerous. 
RUNNING - Allowing the canopy to move horizontally at its full inherent speed, or moving forward and 
downwind on a direct line with the wind, or both. 
HOLDING - The opposite of running. Countering the exterior wind speed with the inherent canopy speed 
by facing the canopy directly into the wind. 
BRAKING  - Manipulating the steering controls and vent so as to slow or halt the forward inherent canopy 
speed without changing direction. 
STALLING  - Using slipping or the steering lines and vents to distort the aerodynamic lifting qualities of the 
canopy causing reduced lift, increased vertical descent, and a temporary reduction of canopy control. 
HORSING - Improper forceful and erratic jerking of the steering controls which generally causes excessive 
oscillation, stalling, and temporary loss of canopy control. 
FINAL APPROACH  (Approach point) - The final segment of the descent where the jumper makes his final 
evaluation of location, wind, and glide angle and heads directly for the target centre, hopefully without 
making any further major canopy manipulations. 
PLFS, PARACHUTE LANDING FALLS - The method of falling down on landing by which the jumper 
resists, absorbs, and distributes the landing impact over various parts of the body rather than on just the 
feet, ankles and legs. Proven effective in millions of military jumps and hundreds-of-thousands of sport 
jumps, the student is wise to first master this simple technique that can later be individually modified with 
jumping experience. 
STANDING LANDING  (Stand-up) - A landing in which the jumper remains standing upright without making 
a PLF or tumble on impact. 
COMPETITION LANDING - Generally a fast, down-wind landing in which the jumperôs main concern is 
placing his foot on a five-inch target centre and his landing form, position and safety, is of secondary 
consideration. Not recommended for students. 
DROP ZONE/ DROPPING ZONE (DZ, Landing zone) - The open area or field surrounding the central 
target area designated for the landing of parachutists. 
TARGET (Cross, disk, plate, pea-gravel, ñPeasò). - A ploughed circle or soft bed and sand, sawdust or 
pea gravel from 10 to 25 yards in diameter on which is placed the target center-disk and target panels. 
LOG BOOK - The individual jump record book in which a jumper keeps a chronological record of each 
jump, similar to a pilotôs logbook. Used for verifying jumping experience for licensing, competitions, etc. 
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STILLE WATER!  

Ons klim die trein van Windhoek af Bloemfontein toe. 
Staf Schutte is ons bevel vir die trip, meeste ouens 
natuurlik splinternuut in die weermag. Dis 2 aande en 
n dag se reis per trein. Ons ken nie juis die staf nie, 
en hys baie stil, praat amper nie en bly eenkant. Die 
ouens gaan mal in die trein en loop sonder hemde, 
kuier by girls en niemand f..k ons rond nie. So kom 
ons 2 uur die oggend in Bloemfontein aan. Vat ons 
Balsak en toksak en tree aan buite die stasie gebou. 

Daar staan net 1 bussie ding wat ons kom haal, 
maar ons is gelukkig mos nie baie ouens nie. Staff se 
ons om ons toksakke in die bussie te laai en aan te 
tree met ons balsakke. Die bussie vertrek en die 
bevele word skielik begin gee. Ons besef hiers nou 
moeilikheid want die seksie gaan Tempe toe 
marseer. (Seker nie ver nie). Dit het ón BAIE lang nag 
geword. 6 am die oggend kom ons eers by Tempe 
aan, met nie enige energie oor, en n Balsak wat voel 
of hy ón ton weeg !!!! Toe het ons besef, as jy 
moeilikheid soek gaan jy dit iewers kry wanner jy dit 
die minste verwag.  

Joubert de Roubaix . FB 17/10/2025 

 

SWA VALSKERM BATALJON  
 

SWA Valsk btn was gestig in 1983 vir die 
akkomodasie van Suidwes burgermag 
Valks soldate wat hulle kampe kon doen in 
SWA. In 1985 word ón permanente eenheid 
gestig 2 SWASPES (2 SWA Spesialiste 
eenheid). Hierdie sou deel vorm van n ko-
oordineerde Teen Insurgensie Spesialiste 
groep bestaande uit 1 SWASPES 
(Berede/Spoorsny), 2 SWASPES wat die 
RM moes vorm, en SWA RR (wat in 87 
saamgesmelt het in 2 SWASPES maar 
dood geloop het daarna). Hierdie 3 
Spesialis eenhede het direk onder die Bevel 
van SWAGM 2IB, Brig Gert Nel geresoteer. 
In Sept 1987 sou ón baie swaar slag die 
eenheid tref met die Valskerm ongeluk van 
Kpl Jonker. Alle SWASPES JLôs het basies, 
en TEIN platelands by 1 Valsk gedoen (o ja, 
en Vasbyt op ón trommel).  

Joubert de Roubaix   
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Ons Roche Vermaak en Wolfi het 4560km gereis deur die Groot Karoo vanaf 13 Okt tot 7 Nov. Dorpe 
besoek soos Merweville, Vosburg, Douglas, Fraerburg, Laingsbur g en nog meer. Gekamp op Karoo plase 

en die g asvry heid  van die Karoo mense ervaar. Kerke soos in Leeu Gamka, Jacobsdal, Merweville bes oek.  
Vir Oom Paul gaan groet in Orania, en lekker gekamp by Sandgat naby Van der Kloofdam. Die Karoo is 

uniek, ón spesiale deel van ons land.  
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THE CHOSEN FEW: RHODESIAõS PARACHUTE JUMPING INSTRUCTORS 
Among the most respected soldiers to serve in Rhodesia, only 40 men  ever earned the right to wear the Rhodesian Air Force 
Parachute Jump Instructor (PJI) Brevet . Their qualification was achieved only through intense training at either  PTS 
RRAF/RhAF New Sarum  or PTS RAF Abingdon (U.K.) . The names below represent the entire known roll of those who attained 
this elite statusðmen whose skill, courage, and professionalism shaped airborne operations throughout the Rhodesian conflict.  

ROLL OF QUALIFIED PARACHUTE JUMP INSTRUCTORS  
(Entitled to Wear the Rhodesian Air Force PJI Brevet) 

 
NAME- DATE- LOC OF TRAINING 
D.J.G. de Kock  Aug 1961 PTS RAF Abingdon UK 
W.P. Maitland  Aug 1961 PTS RAF    Abingdon UK 
T.P. Smith Aug 1961 PTS RAF    Abingdon UK 
Norman. Suttie  Aug 1961 PTS RAF    Abingdon UK 
Frank Hales  Sept 1963 PTS RAF   Abingdon UK 
M.J. Swart  Dec 1963 PTS  RRAF New Sarum 
Tony Hughes  April 1966 PTS RRAF New Sarum 
Dennis Buchan  Sept 1971 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Ralph Moore  Sept 1971 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
John Boynton  Sept 1971 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Mike Wiltshire  Sept 1971 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Iain Bowen  Sept 1971 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Kevin Milligan  Sept 1974 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Paul Hogan  Sept 1974 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Pete Marshall  Sept 1974 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
John Early  Sept 1977 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Chris Pessara  Sept 1977 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Andy Stein  Sept 1977 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Billy Simpson  Sept 1977 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Roy Tidman  Sept 1977 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Pete Labuschagne Sept 1977 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Pete Waite  Sept 1977 PTS RhAF  New Sarum  
Frank Pendergast Sept 1977 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Fred van der Weer Sept 1977 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
John Mellett  Sept 1977 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Mike Duffy  Sept 1977 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
John Bolton Smith June 1978 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Dick Gledhill  June 1978 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Carlos Gomez  June 1978 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Mike Kemmish  June 1978 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Chris Francis  June 1978 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Ralph Gratton  June 1978 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Rich Griffin  Oct 1978 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Pete Farmer  Oct 1978 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Alf Hynds  Oct 1978 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Ken Turner  Dec 1978 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Ian Douglas  Dec 1978 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Trevor Williams  Dec 1978 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Norman Mayne  Dec 1978 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
Roy Johnson  Dec 1978 PTS RhAF New Sarum 
The picture is of Ralph (Ralph the RAT) Moore, Selous Scout with his medals showing British medals with the MID 
(Mentioned in Dispatches), and the Rhodesian General Service Medal showing the Gold Pick depicting his award of 
Military Forces Commendation Ope rational . 

 
 

 

Rhodesian Bush War Living History Group  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/123642364415789/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV1XqOMgP7kJe0z9yfAAvvLVu2JVLx-jxjQVXiPzzPoxwXwWlxLkB1hEt9uctezIfJ0_28amOTBbB_XDtVD_zES_fLXA9mbsdTiXKf8OKkI2ZHus1aEyfoQpGlcL94h1jUcpYwn1QF5t5NGsnBYA50RMusZGF5LfArYAm3c1ivN28Z0-XP1hMnYcNzKI6tPAww3roxKV0veDrCol14pqSNZ&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
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NUUS VANAF ORAL / NEWS FROM ALL OVER

01/10/2025 ï 20/12/2025 

Onder: Assie se plaas 09/10/2025 
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Maandelikse  PVO Pretoria Canopy -

byeenkoms: ôn Aand van heerlike samesyn 
en kameraadskap.  

Die aand het uitgeblink as ôn besondere 

aand vol kameraadskap, herinneringe en 
eerbewys. Dit was nie net ôn gewone 
samekoms nie ð die Parabats en 

Lugsmagveterane het saamgekom om ons 
verbintenis en gesamentlike geskiedenis te 
vier.  

Die atmosfeer was heel aand hartlik en 
feestelik. Die manne het tot laat nag gesels en 
herinneringe gewissel oor ons dae van diens.  

KLUB  50:  
Een van die hoogtepunte van die aand 

was die oorhandiging van die Klub 50 -pette 

aan ôn groep PVO Pretoria-manne wat nou 
deel is van dié eervolle klub. Die volgende 
manne het hul kepse ontvang:  

Jan Bierman ; Danie Blom ; Louis du Plessis ; Thys Rautenbach ; Rowan Gandy ; Pieter Schlechter ; Johan 
Saunders ; Chris Koen ; Tinus Kruger ; Natie Potgieter ; Leon van der Merwe . 

Wat hierdie oorhandiging ekstra spesiaal en betekenis  vol gemaak het, is dat elke lid sy pet ontvang het 

van oom Ronnie (stigterslid van 1  Valsk Bn) sowel as van Blikkies Blignaut (die hangar bevelvoerder in die 
jaar toe hul vleuels verwerf het). Op di® wyse is ôn simboliese sirkel gesluit ð ôn saluut vir beide tradisie en 
geskiedenis.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Voor: Louis du Plessis ; Ronnie Claassen; Blikkies Blignaut ; Jan Bierman . 
Agter: Leon van der Merwe; Thys Rautenbach; Rowan Gandy; Pieter Schlechter; Johan Saunders; Chris 

Koen; Tinus Kruger;  Natie Potgieter ; Danie Blom ; 

 


