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Kommuni kasi e: Chr i On the 22nd of February we had our annual
Skakeling .8AMaer Ken memorial  parade as where many  veteran
organisations did attend the day. Our thanks to each

member who was involved in the day activities.
Specially the ladies who supplied coffee and rusks.
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Word from the editor 5 die Aapka}s. Daar word blitsig gevorder met die projek '
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Admin 3 finansieéle bydrae maak om kostes vir die projek te
Letters, etc 4 delg.. . .
Die redaksie vra dat lede gereeld fotos, stories en
Articles & reports 9 invormasie deur te stuur vir publikasie.

It must be realized that this is the only platform
were our activities and history can be captured for our
Uit die verlede 46 future generation and also to be used as a research
platform. N

News from all over 36

Tribute 57
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The Lord’s Prayer po - 2pm! UFY- ! Ap S ]
INDEMNITY
We know readers will smile about certain strange events they read or
Our Father which art in heaven, see in this newsletter. We also know readers will not hold the editorial
Hallowed be thy name. board responsible for every statement! This newsletter is filled with

very different personal opinions of military veterans who write mainly

Thy kingdom come, . } .
just on their own behalf. So, they say what they like.

Thy will be done in earth,

As it is in heaven. VRYWARING
Give us this day our daily bread. Ons weet lesers sal glimlag oor sekere vreemde gebeure wat hulle in
And forgive us our debts, hierdie nuusbrief lees en sien. Ons weet ook lesers sal die redaksie
As we forgive our debtors. nie vir ell_<e uitspraak verantwo_ordelik _hou nie! H_igrdie nuusbrief is
And leadiiis not into temptation, propvol uiteenlopende persoonlike menings van militére veterane wat

; - veral net namens hulleself skryf. So, hulle sé wat hulle wil.
But deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and

VERGIFNIS IS N BASIESE BEGINSEL VAN ONS GELOOF

the glory, for ever.

6n Goei e geheue i s v.an onskatbare
Amen. kontruktief gebruik wor d. Indien jou geheue gebruik word om griewe  en
S BRI ou onregt e op t e gaan, W 0 vednietigende o}

instrument. Di t orheers die natuurlike instinkte van liefde en
barmhardigheid en lei tot bitterheid en gegriefdheid.

Een van die basiese beginsels van die Christelike geloof is vergiffnis.
Christus het sy dissipels nie al leen aangese om te vergewe nie; Hy het
dit aan die kruis gedemonstreer toe Hy vir sy vyande gebid het.

Baie mense vind dit uiters moeilik om aan mense se swakhede en
tekortko minge oorte sien. Hull el aat toe dat O6n gesi I
in hulle ophou. Hulle oordeel raak benewel, hulle uitsig vertroebel en
hulle verhoudings met ander stagneer.

Indien jy weet dat jy sulke gevoelens ervaar, moet jy hulle sonder

versuim aan die | ewende Christus vo
gedagtes sal weer en in die plek daarvan gedagtes van vergewende
l' i efde sal | aat groei . So eiéleawelsawel &sd e
die van ander inwerk.
Vers om te onthou (Ef. 4:32). i We e
ar i KRN U Bl mekaar, en vergewe mekaar soos God julle ook in Christus vergewe
# i . _‘ het o.
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The PVO website THE PVO ENABLEMENT
FUND

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the
information you need on the organisation. Please

visit it reqularly. Any paratrooper who needs to Essentially, the wellbeing of all Parabats and

know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be their famllles_ IS our-primary concern. Many. ol
helped from this website. New members are  US are reaching the age where retirement and
welcome and existing members who are unsure of ~ fedundancy become threats to our continued
any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries ~ Welfare. Some of us have been suffering from

there. the strain of wounds and disabilities sustained
MNeem asaccebl i o’ W@ i during our years as so!diers as well as suffered
state beski kbapbet @a after our military service ended. Others have
vir besigti@isghemn st befan made r_edundant by retrenchments or
ouditeure in plek om affirmative action. _
vir elke -senof wapagee All these people need help and support in
their daily lives.
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BEER GARDEN

RATPACK CHEF OF THE YEAR
MILITARY BAND DISPLAYS 7
INFANTRY FITNESS CHALLENGE |

i IRONING COMPETITION
"GRENADE THROWING COMPETITION
MILITARY RE-ENACTOR DISPLAY
FIRE DEPT DEMONSTRATION

BIGGEST MILITARY BOOK SALE IN SA
COLOURING COMPETITION
150 STALS
& MUCH MORE

FAMILY DAY
VOORTREKNERMONUMENT
AMPHI

ONLINE COURSE
Do you feel overwhelmed, like waves are crashing over you,
leaving you struggling to breathe? This online self-investigation
process offers a safe space to repair your lifeboat after storms.
In six guided weekly sessions, you‘ll process emotional pain,
share with others who've faced similar struggles, and prepare
to navigate the next season with strength and hope.

* Broken relationship
(27;0 * Divorce
PP * Deathof aloved one

5 Feb to 12 March < Work joss
* Crises or Trauma
Veteruns/mdlvxduals may « Diagnosed with Cancer
approach their canopy for . Chollanges with choices of
possible support. childrer
Contact Willoughby Brits
079749 0019 "j (5 @’4-
For more info contact ; INPARTNERSHIP WITH
(90832349806 Q ellze@elehos.coza Iehos

(0084014 4997 Q) marius@emmetce.com w-smv ‘ EMMET

| Johan Van Der Mes hc

Ek het nou die ander dag baie
lekker gelag. Ek het n
uitnodiging vanaf die Canopy
manne gekry om saam met hulle

te kom skouerskuur. Bietjie

| ater praat ek n
die bats wat toe vir my vertel

hulle was van die eerste manne
wat na my gaan soek het na my
aanval. Maar ongelukkig het
hulle my nie gekry nie. Nee se
ek vir hulle, julle het my gekry

43 jaar later.

STORMS of LIFE  online course is created to
support inter alia Parabat military veterans
who feel over whel med fby
whether from stress, coping with change,
trauma, or general struggles with mood and
motivation. It provides tools to cope, build
resilience, and strengthen mental and
emotional well - being in a flexible, self - paced
format.

Please contact PVO President Willoughby
Brits at 079 749 0019 or
willoughby.brits@parabat.org.za

for further detail
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OPERATION DIKMELK 1967

The source that informed the South African embassy in Washington DC about a planned air
attack was a member of the CIA. It was always assumed that the information was leaked on
purpose to warn the South African government against any possible aggressor/s a nd to give
South Africa an opportunity to defend itself but also as a cover to ensure that the United
States of America (USA) was not involved in any confrontation. The USA government was afraid

that nine C - 130 aircraft would be used for the planned attack , which was to take over key air
bases in SWA. It was thought that military airbases in Zambia would be used to launch the

attack. The Pentagon was also afraid that, unless the South African government did not act
decisively, a situation could arise, that would force the USA to act on behalf of the UN. The
Pentagon also hoped that the SADF would be able to react in time to nip this planned attack

in the bud and by doing so prevent a possible confrontation between South Africa and the USA.

The deployment order * was send out on 12 December and it instructed that one C130 was
to move immediately from Eros to Rooikop to transport one company of 2 SA Inf Bn Gp to
Katima Mulilo and one infantry company by C130 to Runtu.

The next message ° that was posted half - an- hour later gave the operation instructions.
These instructions were: that the freedom fighters had to be prevented to take over the
airfields at Katima Mulilo, Runtu, Ondangua, Grootfontein, Tsumeb and Windhoek he company
of Captai n Barries Ferreira were doing training exercises in the Kalahari, when Commandant
Jan Fourie ordered him to move the company to South W est Africa, Windhoek. (Mo Oelschig,
Julius (Jakkals) de Jager and Nic Visser). One company at Windhoek (Battalion HQ) and one
at Katima Mulilo (B Company) Walvis Bay as standby. 3

THE PARATROOPERS HEADQUARTERS
as told by Rowley Medlin*

0The Battalion had j ust returned from another

African/Lesotho boarder when Bravo Company (+) and the HQ Company was put on a two four -

hour standby. This meant all our equipment had to be packed, transported to Air Force B ase
Bloemspruit. Three Lockheed C - 130 Hercules aircraft were already on the apron. A short while

later we were puton atwo - hour standby. This meant that all our equipments including (I think

it was two) but it might have been four jeeps with twin barrel m achine guns mounted were

loaded on to the aircraft. Our kit was all on pallets and the kit lashed down to the pallets.

OnceintheC -13086s cargo holds the pallets and kit | ashe
The jeeps were loaded centrally and were lashed down with strong thick chains. Half - an- hour

standby and we were all on the apron, most of us laying in the shade of a hanger but some
6enjoying the breezed sitting under the wings of t|

00AIl I aboardd and the three platoons of B Compan
HQ went to the rear of our aircraft and the Platoon Sergeant/Company Sergeant Major (In
our case again if the memory serves me, it was Trevor Floyd,) were up and down checking us.
The loadmaster allowed us to file in and take seats from the front backwards; four rows of
seats, two against the bulkhead facing inward and two back - to - back in the centre facing the

1. Top Secret Telexes Immediate - no BGG/193/Dec 67, DTG 121125B from BGGGM
2. Top Secret Telexes Immediate - no BGG/194/Dec 67, DTG 121200B from BGGGM
3 Read the book 4 SADF OPERATIONS by Paul J. Els.
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“bulkhead up to the jeep. Then there were a gap and the same seating again behind the jeep

and equipment. Most of the personal equipment was on a pallet lashed to the rear ramp. Boy,

talk about being loaded? If roof carriers were allowed, | am sure some kit or piece of equipment
woul d have ended up on the roof carriero.

0 T he +toHWkas like almost every other take - off with the troopers singing and clapping
until the plane was in the air.ao

As every soldier knows there is just never space
feet. Miraculously after the first hour everyone seems to find space where he can put his
feet. Flying like that at 25 000 it was not only cramped but also damn chil ly. Being in the
blazing sun for hours in Bloemfontein in November and the next few minutes flying where ice
formed on the portholes is quite a change but one soon seemed to get used to the chill.

0Some three and a half hours | ater the planes <ca
level for a number of kilometres, Bush, bush and more bush and it felt like every tree had its
own built - in air pocket that the plane bucked through. At last, one felt the tyres make contact

with mother earth. Now that it was nearly over, the cramped conditions seemed to worsen.
Eventually, even before the plane came to a complete standstill the loadmaster was opening the
rear ramp. Looking at the ever - widening opening, hoping to get your first glimpse of the Caprivi,
it was like looking directly into a World War 1l search light. One could not look out as the

glare was simply too bright. Loosen safety belts pick up all your kit. The Load Master reminding
those that had us ed a doggy bag to take it with them as a souvenir. Then the shuffle over the

roller bars on the floor for the pallets to the 30/40 - centimeter jump to the ground. Ones legs

were so cramped that even a small jump like that could cause a broken leg. Then the glare of

the sun reflecting off the white shale stone used for the apron. The glare was bad but the

heat was worse. This heat made Bl oemfonteinds heat
hours earlier feel like an air conditioner on full - blast. Lookihng ar ound to get one?®o:

there was nothing, only this long stretch of runway with a small apron and the whole lot
surrounded by bush. No hangers, no control tower not even a soul to welcome us. What a sight

for a young soldier: OurC - 130 wasthefirst  toland, and we had just got out when the second
one and then the third one came i nbo6.

oWe were i mmedi at-dohding theeplanes. tn thatthdat we had to off - load
everything manually. There were no fork lifters at this deserted airstrip in the middle of the
African jungle. Once everything was off - loaded, the planes took off again lea ving us to the
freedom fighter hiding in the surrounding bush. For the new boys, this being their first trip as
we l | as for mo s t of us, being the first ti me fl own
experience was unique and a bit scary. | mean t he freedom fighter could come barging out of
the bush at any time. Our platoon sergeants soon barked us back into reality and we had to
carry everything off the apron and a few hundred metres into the bush. This was to be our
base for the next unknown numb  er of days/weeks until we were recalled to Bloemfontein or as
happened, redeployedo.

OEach Pl atoon was allocated a defensive position,
and we started digging -in. Hell, this was easy. Not like De Brug or other areas we had
deployed. One hardly needed the pick part of the tools entrenching. The ground was just sand,
a finer sand than sea - sand but very similar. Defensive positions dug and ready for use, we
were allowed to build our bivies as but even then; the platoon sergeant told you where to pitch.
Close enough to be in  communication with the rest of the section and close to your trench.
Bivies were made from our ponchos held up with tree stumps and open at both ends to allow
the breeze to filter through. The main d6destablishm
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“the communications room and the kitchen were under tarpaulins. The NCOs were: Sergeants
Braam (Blommetjies) Blom (later RSM Army Gym) was the signaller, Eddie Button was Dems,
Ben Pretorius was CQMS, and Schalk van Schalkwyk was the admin clerk. Other name s that
were there was: Trevor Floyd, Ouboet Kruger, Dewald de Beer, and myself as Battalion Medical

Sergeant. My Medical Officer was Dr (Cmdt) Willem Anton Klomp. Company Commander was

Barries Ferreira. Other officers were Daan Nell, Willem (Kaas) van der Waals and Nick Visser *¢
OFirst task was to deploy the Medical Post. A ta
walls and seat and the wicker - pannier containers used as the tables for the instruments and
al |l Doc Kl ompds paraphernalia. Slit treammeforemworf or b
three patientso.
ONext task was camp hygiene. Here | was given a
In those days, we relied a lot on the British RAMC pamphlets and teaching and RAMC pamphlet
number huffles and sniffles said if a company has to spend two or more weeks in a base camp,

it must have two deep trench latrines: eight feet long two feet wide and at least six feet
deep. Easier said than done. Those writers of the shuffle and sniffle RAMC pamphlets had

never been near Rundu and had never tried to get a deep tren ch dug in the soft sea - sand of

Rundu. Every time we got to three feet down, the wall started caving in. But a Oboer
pl ano. [ got the fatigue party to first go and c
progressed | used these stumps to hold the walls of the deep trench latrine. Eventually, the

MO was satisfied with one latrine but also saw th e trouble so he gave in to the company having

only one 6diep slootd latrine but | was not satisfi

erectedavery effective seat over the 06diep slootd This
inches apart on which the person could sit and meditate while doing his business. The rear pole

supported the rear end of the backside while the front pole supported the legs. Th is worked

well for about the first two days until jippo guts set in. A company with of 120 men plus an

extra platoon and an HQ company with jippo guts soo
completely an incident happened but due to the security classification has never been published
before. o

0The | atrine, to get away from t he-wh@abawmbOgardlBu dgi e
outside the perimeter of the camp. Standing orders were that anyone wanting to use the

latrine, had to take someone armed who kept guard while his mate was groaning wi th cramps.
o0That day, t he MO, Kl omp came r udonMeidnlgi np absrti nnge jaonud
ma n, .d grablbed my weapon and ran after my MO as he disappeared in the direction of

the latrine, loosening his web belt as he ran. Arriving there, he was already in reverse mode,
reversing onto the 6seatd but his weight poleandihe ac

gave way. The result was that it tipped the MO bacl
oWel I | even if there was a whole battalion of fr e

| would not have been able to anything. For me, a sergeant, seeing my officer in such a

predicament, made me totally useless as a guard. It was one of the funniest sig hts of my

career. Needless to say, the saga was not over, because the MO and | had to find a way back
into the base to the medical tent where | could boil up enough water for my MO to have a
bath to get all the grime and s eaearygstaoutdMedlih fyoulwill m. &1
never, ever get anyWeltholr ed ogpnréotmonteieodh Gaany mor e pr omot i

OAnot her incident that comes to mind was when a
town of Rundu. The purpose of the visit is unclear but we ended up as guests of the South
African Police who said that they would like to entertain these paratroopers by b uying them a
beer or two/three? In the mess was a policeman who
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Arl owd who had been 6firedd from the SAP for t
was not Ofiredd but transferred to Rundu where the
would not find him. Nick had obviously been sitting there for som e time before we got there.

He and Pep van Zyl started discussing the pros and cons of the 9mm SMC that we used and

the similar weapon the police used.

Not long into the conversation, an argument started as to which weapon was better than
the other. Pep was adamant that with the very short barrel of the police weapon, it was

dangerous as in an emergency; a man gr abbiwitghist he v
finger covering the muzzl e. oBul | Sh*t & was Nick?©7s
outside the mess where there was a heli landing area with a few empty Avgas drums. Targets

were put up and the two weapons loaded and each one placed on a drum. Frans (FC) van 2yl

was the judge. He shouted 6fired where upon both SA

and fired without sights at the target. This happened numerous times when suddenly, there

was a gasp from the renowned policeman and he ben t over dropping his weapon with blood
pouring out of his hand. | ran over and found his middle finger had suddenly become a digit
shorter that a few minutes before. Bandaged him up and he was taken off to the SAP sick

bay. It was as Pep had said; in an eme rgency one was likely to get a finger over the muzzle
of the short piece of barrel 6.

ol remember the day we received orders to pack
everyoneod6s |l ips but no one knew and those that kne:
and ready for the C - 130s to come in, we filed for brunch. The stove was an open pit with a
6roosterd® (grill) over it. No need to ask what was
in the queue, Eddie Button had been given instructions to destroy all the opened boxes of ammo
and explosives. All of a sudden there was a helava e xplosion. | just saw all
up in the air and Il anding in the sand. Everyoneds
menu: breadd?

oln the planes, still thinking we were on our wa
after a short flight and the pilot used his boosters to stop the plane before the end of the
runway. This was Eros, Windhoek. The planes, one by one reversed into the h anger and we
were allowed to get out. No one was allowed to go near the door. Our plane, off - loaded, and
moved out to allow the next plane to reverse into the hanger and off - load. This was our home
for the next week or so060.
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Mikey de Sanders. Rhodesian Bush War Living History Group

The sun, a molten orange, bled across the eastern sky, painting the thorny acacia trees in

stark silhouettes. Dust, fine as flour, coated everything, clinging to the sweat - slicked skin of
the men gathered around the map spread on the bonnet of a battered Land Rover. Early 1976.
The air already thick with the promise of a sweltering Rhodesian day. Capt ain Chris Schulenburg

traced a finger along a faint, dotted line. His gaze, sharp and unyielding, swept across the
faces of his fledgling Recce Troop.

"Intel confirms a major ZANLA movement Mount Darwin area," Schulenburg's voice, a low
rumble, cut through the pre - dawn quiet. "Bloody terrs crossed from Moz pushing south, aiming
to cut the main supply route near Bindura. We hit them ,and call in support.”

Sergeant Stephen Mpofu, his FN FAL slung casually across his back, nodded, his eyes
scanning the crude map. "More of them than us, sir.You know the gooks, always more."

"That 6s why wedre here, isn't it, Stephen?" Capt
held a perpetual flicker of exhaustion, offered a dry chuckle. "To remind them numbers don't
alwayswin." Sergeant Dave Scales, a wiry man with a per|

stream of tobacco juice into the dust. "What's the play, then? Hit and run? Or are we really
going to try and hold ground in the bundu?"

Schul enburgds finger paused over a cluster of <co
them where they least expect it. Disrupt their command, sow chaos. Buy our boys time to
regroup.” He looked directly at Mpofu. "Stephen, your team moves in from the w est. Martin,
you take the ridge to the east. Dave, with me, we'll establish a forward observation post,
guide the strikes."

Sergeant Martin Chikondo, a man of quiet intensity, adjusted the strap of his pack.
"Understood, sir. We'll make sure they know we're here."

"Good." Schulenburg clapped a hand on Scales' shoulder. "Remember the drill, lads. Speed,
surprise, and absolute ruthlessness. These aren't farmers with pitchforks. These are trained
killers, but they don't have our resolve."

A distant bird call echoed through the bush, a mournful sound. Mpofu tightened his grip on
his rifle. "Theyoll be "wladtt itnlge m owa iuts,, " CamhwliennBbur g
grim smile. "We'll just make sure they're waiting in the wrong place." He straightened, the
map folded and tucked into his webbing. "Move out. Stay sharp. We leave no man behind."

The men dispersed, shadows melting into the pre - dawn gloom, the only sound the crunch
of boots on dry earth and the rhythmic
creak of webbing. Each man knew the
stakes. Each man understood the
impossible odds. But in their eyes, there
was no fear, only a fierce, burning
resolve. They were the Selous Scouts,
and the bush was their domain.

- TAMRTFEONE i

*This is not a true account but it's
purely Creative writing: | am just
imagining how it was in those days *

P amr Ul

o _S@lgus Scouts. ljgg{monre! As;pqgugn;zdzg,- www.theselaussco yﬁ.o{y
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AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH.

Life & Achievements of Sergeant Head Wuranda, SCR BCR
Rhodesian Bush War Living History Group . Justin  Dickson. -
Early Life & Joining the Scouts : Sergeant Head Wuranda
(service number 644758) became a legendary figure in the
Selous Scouts, the elite counter -insurgency unit of
Rhodesia. The Selous Scouts were known for their high - risk
operations, deep reconnaissance, and pseudo - operations. T
Wuranda volunteered for service and was accepted into 3
Troop of the Selous Scouts, demonstrating both courage and
exceptional skill.
Decorations & Valor
What makes Head Wuranda especially notable is his rare
distinction of having been awarded both the Silver Cross of
Rhodesia (SCR) and the Bronze Cross of Rhodesia (BCR) fi
marking him as one of the most highly decorated non - commissioned officers in the Selous
Scouts.
1 The Silver Cross of Rhodesia was awarded for conspicuous gallantry.
1 The Bronze Cross of Rhodesia recognized acts of bravery under fire.
Acts of Exceptional Bravery
Several episodes from his service highlight exactly why those awards were bestowed:
1. Mozambique Operation (June 1976):
1 During an external operation into Mozambique, Wuranda came under heavy enemy fire.
1 Despite being completely exposed, he provided covering fire with his machine gun from a
double- storey building.
71 His actions allowed fellow Scouts to re - enter the building and extract wounded colleagues,
a display of selfless courage.
2. Overcoming Injury:
{1  Earlier in his career, Wuranda stepped on a landmine.
1  The explosion cost part of his leg; yet after recovery and receiving an artificial limb, he
returned to active duty
1 His determination to continue serving despite a severe injury earned him immense respect
among his peers.

3. Infiltration & Intelligence - Gathering:

T His SCR citation recounts how he and a small Scout team infiltrated guerrilla - held areas,
even | iving among 0 Ctivedays (to gathenvital iptelligpencde. f or

! Thiskindofbolddeep -r econ wor k was one of the hall marks of
and Wuranda embodied that ethos fully.

Legacy

1 Model NCO: As a sergeant who earned both the SCR and BCR, Wuranda stands among the
most decorated non - commissioned soldiers in Rhodesian special forces.
1 Respected by Comrades: His resilience, especially returning to combat after losing a limb,
made him a symbol of commitment and strength within the Scout brotherhood.
T Sel ous Scout sHis stbryiawoiven into the lore of the Selous Scouts, celebrated
for bravery, tenacity, and sacrifice. The Sol dier
for how they personified the Scoutsdé daring and ¢
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onclusion

Sergeant Head Wurandads | ife is a testament
pushed beyond personal adversity, performed extraordinary acts of valor, and earned his place
among the very few NCOs to hold both the Silver and Bronze Cross of Rhodes ia. His legacy

remains a powerful part of fi hassymBa of whatsloyaBy; loraverys 6 hi st
and self - sacrifice look like in the face of danger.

Credit

1 The Selous Scouts Regimental Association  archives

1 Gentleman's Military Interest Club Library and Archives Canada

1 JRT Wood The Selous Scouts Regimental Association+2 Selous Scouts+

COURCE V7718 BLOEMFONTEIN

[t Row: C G Caddick (Insh-) Kp! S. S. Baard (Imir ), F. Hyden:ych (Instrl), Maj A. Bestbier (Opl Vi Be//'Tra Wing Cc), l\mdf/Cmdl' E. Olckers (BN Bev/Bn Og),
U‘D I, Blaauw (Adj] AO/WO1'J. H, Yros.ar[RSM] Sers/Sgt J. D. Oberholzer (Inste), Bi-R. B. Mclver (instr).

2nd row: Tpr K. M. Casey, F. J. Potgieter, B, H. Bethwaite.

3ed row: Tpr D, Miller, J. A. Gurr, B. J. T. O'Driscell, R: I. Williams: I, J. Gillespie, D. A.Wilkins, Cpl S.'J. van Wyk, Tpr R, C. Byng, Sgt. J. D, Colfeit.

43h row: Bdr P.-B. Campien, Tpr W. M. Hume, R. &. Knight, R, .Brassen, G. C. Baldwin, J..W. Behrmann, L/Cpl, R: E. MacDonald, Cpl. R. 8racchi, Sgt T, Keuger,
Ipr B. A SCHoolmg

Sth row: WO2 K. H. Reed, Tpr. K. Turner, A de Montille, ‘A. R, V. Evans, Capt J. Hickman, Tpr E. A. Dawson, W. A, Hedgson, G. M. Galloway, G. Dettmer:

&th row: Vé OP2 1= RB T&acg/r:y Tpr J. D, Prinsloo, Cpl S. &, Poliard, Sgt H. J. Barry, Tpr S. R. de Courcy-Hamilten, C. J. Scott, W, C. Nall, 2Lt R. Fourbes, Tpr.

ring, shn
7th row: Tpr K. D. Oldham, Cpl P. J, Opperman, Lt A, B, Shaw, Tpr I R. J. Downing, M. Traun, |. Swanneck, C. A, Saurders, 2Lt D, Gilmour, Tpr'A. J, Sicbart.
8th Row: Tpr N.Cantle, P. Burke, N, Valdall, M. H. Buicher, F. D, Wright, A. M. Miliar, K. J, Rebinsen, N, K. Surgoy, J. &. Pimm, A, 8. MacDonald.

- "%'\x, ; _:-.'
2 m&:z oﬂm.’s-n LX)
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JUST FOR A LAUGH i

were you subjected to this  ?
As someone who served in a predominantly ‘african’ unit :
my Sergeants regularly inspected my men for the dreaded
VD etc by mustering the men for a 'short arms
inspection'.
A 'short arms inspection' is
A. Blood test to detect indicators of dwarfism risk in

pregnancy.
B. A determination if someone is of Scottish lineage....or :
C. A physical examination to check for a venereal disease i o

in men. SHORT ARM INSPECTION

Kiewiet Bronkhorst
Hier is ons in die koeikamp na die kwalifiserende nagsprong in Aug 1964. Op hulle hurke voor
is ons PT instrukteur sers Koos Moorcroft, sers Simon Riekert instrukteur, en my
stringinstrukteur sers Jeff Burger. Staande agter hulle kpl Oelschig, staf Botes, beide
instrukteurs, 'n Portugese kolonel op besoek wat die volgende dag in die hanger ons vlerkies en
beret & aan ons oorhandig het, staf Harry Finlay ons kursus onderoffisier en RSM van die
Valskermopleiding skool en kapt vd. Berg bevelvoerder van die Val skermskool. Agter hulle met
die staaldakke ons knape, die meeste van ons pas uit die skool en nog nat agter die ore tot na
vanaand. (Sien foto in volgende bladsy.)
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4 UIT MY FOTO ALBUM KAAS VAN DER WAALS
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Boemfontein 1964. / Ontvang my vilerkies vanaf  die bevelvoerder van Portugese Valskermbataljon (Sept 1964 )
BCP21] in Luanda

Troue Paarl
28 Des 1967

Operasionele diens in Bindura (Rhodesi€) saam met
kmdt. Piet Moller in Rhodesxese uniform, Se tember 1977.

By die formele diensaanvaarding as weermagsattaché in Paraguay
saam met pres. Alfredo Stroessner, 1 Januarie 1980.

‘n Besoek aan Kinmen-eiland tydens die politieke oorlogvoeringkursus
in die Republiek van Sjina (Taiwan), November 1977,

PRETORIA CANOPY BAT CHAT 1/26 Page 13




Genl. Stroessner word oor die G5-kanon voorgelig in die
teenwoordigheid van my opvolger, kol. Albert van Driel.

fL

As gasheer by die Direktoraat: Buitelandse Betrekkinge se prestige-aand, November
1992,

Toekenning van die Orde van Militére Meriete (Kommandeursklas) deur
genl. Samaniego, die minister van verdediging, November 1982.

Y a8 PV RE TR .

Die gassprekers by die internasionale konferensie in Luanda in Augustus 2015.
Van links na regs: dr. V. Shubin (Rusland), ek, genl. Pezarat Correia de Carvalho
(Portugal), genls, Guillermo Frank Yanes, Rafael Moracem Limonta en S. Betancourt
Correia Cruces (Kuba) en genl. Miguel Junior (organiseerder).

X ’ . ARATSERN]

Uiteindelik my “rooi jas”. Ek ontvang die D.Phil-graad by UOVS
op 15 September 1990.

‘n Medaljeparade in Mei 1992.
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Timber Rautlesnake Eastern Hognose

Crotaus doerides Heterodoa plavirtinos

* Recopaized by 3 1 caie, 3 shovel head, = Distinpuished by an upcumed woet {see
1R ples (hee pCture), 35 vertkeal peplis plenare), gk of i3] pits, 30 round

* Acult bength: 3634 Inches.

= Typially 2 yeBowiuh color with beown or
B Bands domn its DL

= Tound in deckduous forests oo rupped
terrain.

+ Hiberrues 18 (o¢hy Clevices ad dens.

+ Enfangeeed in wereeal Novibesstern veates
NJ, VI, MA, and Kt

puplh.

= Aduh kngih 1848 inches

+ Varisble coloration: <3n be 1p0210d yeliow
of al black,

= Foond in woodlads with éry sandy aeeas.

+ When rexened the hopaoie wil Bijcen Iy
neck and bring Iis head up off the proend.

* lemoy a0 ply dead.

Eastern Milk Snake
aringutnr

+ Disiauished by 3 Y ¢ V ea the 10p of ks
hesd, pered 2, 3 ek of o] pis, 30d
tounded popls.

+ AdoY knpi 3434 ieches

= Typkady has bands of red beown bk
down ks body. It ancerbelly Is checkered

Copperhead

Aghistrodon contortrix

+  Recopnired by 2 copper brown 1ed shoved
head, Il pits tice pictarel, 3nd verika!
pupts.

© Adedy i 24ss inbes

*  Juvenlies have talls nith yellow (ips.

= Found in forests, rocky caccrops, and
fxemland fclds.

* Endungered = MA

white Jad Bk
= Found I fiekds, focesls, of rocky outrops.
= Mas 3 beoad range across the Northease.

Northern Water Snake

Aol spedon

= Disxinpuished by dak bands Gown ks body,
3 axrrow head, 3 Sender Body, Ik of
Tacbal pits, and vound popils

= Aduh kngie 2443 inches

+ Colorston ¢aa be buoma, pedah, pryy, o
black.

= Foond near freshinater.

+ Hitd brodd oaape Xeens the Northesis,

Cottonmouth

Aghrodor pch ov

* Recopnaed by Black “hoseglass™ bands on
Tes Dok, 3 Exteened Bead, £l lts tee
pture), 208 veitical ppds.

* Adult bengsh: 30-c8 inches

* When Uecaiened the cotonmoulh will
expoie 3 whie mossh,

« found mexr beshwater.

+ Raage dors not exiend further
nexth thin Virgina.

Quick Tips: Why Are Snakes Important?

*  Vepomous sukes ve very race In the Nonheast »  Sales e In eisencisl 9T of €CORYILEMS Decaute ey X1 3 boch

HOW TO IDENTIFY
DIFFERENT BUG BITES

Tick

*

Bee

Mosquito Ant

Bedbug Scorpion

Flea Spider

I

Elephants walk almost silently
despite their huge size — each elephant’s
foot has a thick, cushion-like pad made of

fatty, fibrous tissue that absorbs sound and
shock, allowing a 6-ton elephant to move
quietly through the savanna.

COMMON ANIMAL TRACKS

0% v

Badger Bear Beaver
L '
00: N . '
" &N
Dog Duck Eagle
Gerbil Goat Hedgehog Heron Horse Lynx
1
'

o Wi

Marten Moose Mouse Otter Owl Partridge
]
.0 0. . g
Y ' ¥ ¥
Pig Pigeon Rabbit Raccoon Rat Spamow
0
[H T
‘..‘_ [l ]
‘) “ i A Qe
Red Deer  Roe Deer Sheep Squirrel Weosel Wolf
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01/01/2026 1 31/03/2026 I

WeLComE 1o Farmvang

TR -
 — S TR

Willough by kuier by Fairview Wyn Landgoed en lekker geeet met die geselsskap van Charles Back. 18/01/2026.

=)

PARABAT VETERANS ASSOCIATION Crogen s 121456

At Doae " Oernal 3918

™ Andries, Karlien, Heidi, Nicol
e ——————| R 7500.00

R Seven Theucarud Five Hundped Rerd Only
orrd Aoilman

AN

WA N €123456 456709 + 000123456+

Die tjek is oor hand lg in Randfontein aan die familie
deur Gerrit Moolman 18/01/2025

A Coy 83/84 se jaarlikse motorfiets trip. Die keer na
Loxton. Die Windpomp bar met oud Recce Alwyn
Vorster (agter derde van links.)

Manne het soos Bats betaam die kroeg gesluit
05h30 saam met Alwyn die Sondag oggend. Die
kroeg sit reg oorkant die kerk en konsistorie.

Ds se die oggend blykbaar so droogweg in die
kerk.

AEn Ja broers en suster:
besuin die Sound of Silence van Disturbed deur die
dor po.

Met manne wat saam sin.  31/01/2026

S [N
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Pretoria Canopy het die jaar op 'n hoé noot
afgeskop. Heerlike samesyn saam spesiale
gaste - Genl Kaas vd Waals ons spreker.
Genl Les Rudman, Genl Blackie Swart, oom
Ronnie Claassen, oom Albert van Driel, Kol
Frans Fourie en andere asook paar manne
{ van spesmagte. Ook Barry Visser, seun van
oorlede Nick Visser.

Baie dankie aan Genl Kaas vd Waals vir
On besonderse en mees
Genl, jou vertelling oor die vroeé dae van
1 Valskermbataljon het herinneringe laat
herleef, en hou die geskiedenis lewendig en
gee weer nuwe kole vir die trots in ons
harte. Di e spesiale eer en vermelding aan
Nick Visser, was diep roerend. Dit
herinner ons aan die prys wat betaal is en
die manne wat nooit vergeet mag word nie.
. Dankie manne vir jul teenwoordigheid,
| A broederskap en gedeelde herinneringe.
: Geleenthede soos vannaand bevestig
weer wie ons is, waar ons vandaan kom en
waarom die band tussen Parabats tydloos
is. Hierdie aand sal lank in ons harte bly.
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LAEVELD CANOPY
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