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\WOORD VAN DIE REDAKSIE
WORD FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

y ! \ MESSAGE FROM THE PTA CANOPY CHAIRMAN
i 5\ \ Die Pretoria Canopy was bedrywig die derde kwartaal!
. Vier van Pretoria Canopy se lede maak die drie weke lange toer deur Angola mee, saam
met Recce Experience, wat gelei word deur oom Koos Moorcroft en Kallie Roos.
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I n Junie maand is oom Paul Els ons spreker
van die Bosoorlog.
In Julie is ons bederf met o6n besoek van D

saam ons kuier!
Ons woon Recce Stories met Kallie Roos en Charl Naude by op die 27ste Julie by die
Afriforum teater.
CANOPY KOMITEE I n Augustus i s on o stalétjie gyedie ¥apitreklemmonwneeatte béman
met ons Val skerm harnasse. Die fiJeug in die t
Chris alle vorige kere het die jong mense (en ouer e
Ons woon die PPM wyn veiling by op 4 Augustus en ondersteun so ook die breér veterane

Voor sitter:

O/ Voorsitter: Wi |  gemeenskap.

Sekretari sFo Wfyineand Op 2 September sluit ons aan by die Savanr
) braai, en kuier saam gas kunstenaars.

Tesourier: Wynand Op 6 September woon ons die 7 Mediese Bataljon gesprek by wat Recce Experience

Gedenkdi enst e: R o c gereél hetin die Afriforum teater.

. . Ons speel golf saam ander veterane by die RMVO gholfdag op die 8ste September. Die
Kommuni kasi e: Ch T aand met ons Canopy bymekaarkoms is Tommie Lambrecht die gasspreker wat geséls het oor
Skakeling SANW: K r sy betrokkenheid as Komp Bev en ervaring tydens Ops Reindeer te Cassinga op 4 Mei 1978.
. . Op 9 September woon ons die Ops Meebos aanbieding by wat deur die Pro-Patria museum

Gasvryheid: Johan gereél is by in die AfriForum teater.
Wer wi Atgt: i e van Ni e Onswoon ook verskeie gedenkdienste by gedurende die afgelope drie maande:
Annual Battle of Delville Wood i 16 Julie / Sunrise Salute by Voortrekker monument - 9 Augustus
SAP Tin gedenkdiens i 26 Augustus / Savannah gedenkdiens i 3 September
Internasionale dag van Vrede diens i 17 September

Ek wil my dank uitspreek aan elke Canopy lid wat steeds die Parabat broederskap uitleef.
Dankie aan elke komitee lid wat baie tyd insit om ons Canopy seepglad te laat funksioneer!
Dankie ook vir Krige wat getrou byeenkomste op foto vaslé en wat in hierdie joernaal gebruik
word. Chris Pohl
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We know readers will smile about certain strange events they read or see in
this newsletter. We also know readers will not hold the editorial board
Uit die verlede responsible for every statement! This newsletter is filled with very different
personal opinions of military veterans who write mainly just on their own
behalf. So, they say what they like.

.

News from all over

Finale

Tribute
VRYWARING

Ons weet lesers sal glimlag oor sekere vreemde gebeure wat hulle in hierdie

nuusbrief lees en sien. Ons weet ook lesers sal die redaksie nie vir elke

uitspraak verantwoordelik hou nie! Hierdie nuusbrief is propvol uiteenlopende

persoonlike menings van militére veterane wat veral net namens hulleself

skryf. So, hulle sé wat hulle wil.

Vertrou IMY. moenie
bang wee$ nie

EK s reg langs jou




The PVO website

www.parabat.org.za is there to give you all the
information you need on the organisation. Please
visit it regularly. Any paratrooper who needs to
know where his nearest PVO Canopy is will be
helped from this website. New members are
welcome and existing members who are unsure of
any of the benefits on offer can make enquiries
there.

#Neem asseblief k e nth &
state beskikbaar is
vir besigti@Qnaaghemn wit
ouditeure in plek om
vir el ke -senof wapagee
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IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN BORDER WAR

THE
FUND

Essentially, the well being of all Parabats and
their families is our primary concern. Many of
us are reaching the age where retirement and
redundancy become threats to our continued
welfare. Some of us have been suffering from
the strain of wounds and disabilities sustained
during our years as soldiers as well as suffered
after our military service ended. Others have
been made redundant by retrenchments or
affirmative action.

All these people need help and support in
their daily lives.

PVO  ENABLEMENT

Marked

Order from Pretoria Canopy a variety of
books, CDG6s.and DVDOGs

¢ PaulLis

o o ST AEREAS
ey PERATION SAVAKHAH
3 1975-1976°

WAR
 Sophia du Preez-Swart Y
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PelsA Boeke
Contact Paul J. Els paul@who-els.co.za
Order books from epos@qroep7.co.za
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BATCHAT 2/23
Mére Chris,
Ek wou net sé dis werklik (weer eens) 'n puik
uitgawe van BatChat. Ongelooflik hoe baie werk
daarin gesit word en hoe INTERESANT dit is.
Fassinerende leesstof.

Sé baie geluk en waardering aan Paul J. Els!
Saluut aan hom.

Ek het 'n paar koerantknipsels, o.a. van
Cassinga (toe die nuus breek). Dalk het julle dit,
maar wie weet. My seun Niel wat in Pretoria bly,
kom hopelik volgende naweek kuier. Ek stuur dit
saam met hom.

En dan, ek moes letterlik tweekeer kyk toe ek
die foto van my en Wouter Botes in BatChat sien.
Waar op aarde het julle dit in die hande gekry?
Wouter is 'n kleinkind van een van my ma se
susters, so ons is boonop familie. (Ek het die bok
op sy pa se plaas geskiet.) Hy is 'n vlieénier maar
ook baie aktief in die mediawéreld. Was 'n
omroeper by Radio Pretoria en maak deesdae
dokumentére programme vir M-Net en Afriforum.
(Net terloops.)

Baie dankie vir julle werk in die PVO.
Deesdae reis ek nie meer in die aand nie, kan nie
so lekker sien nie en skrikkerig dat iets op die pad
kan gebeur. Maar hoop om weer die relinie by te
woon!

Groete daar!

Morne Coetzer 06/07/2023
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Paul Els: Sjoe, hierdie is ongelooflik spesiaal
DANKIE vir 'n fotoboek, 'n getuienis en nuwe
vriendskappe. Ons het gisteraand so geniet en dit
was 'n voorreg om vir 'n rukkie in julle binnekring
te kon wees. Ons het die wéreld se respek vir
elkeen van julle en julle het ons lewens op 'n baie
besondere manier kom verryk. Baie liefde

28 OCTOBER 2023

10HO00

SCHOEMANSVILLE RESORT
CORNER WATERFRONT & MARAIS
SCHOEMANSVILLE
HARTBEESPOORT

R100 PER PERSON & 4 TINS FOOD
LUNCH IS INCLUDED

PLEASE RSVP BY LATEST 30 SEPTEMBER 2023 TO:

EMAIL: parabat@inhishonour.co.za

Supply following information please:
Name

Coy and Year

Telephone number

Number of persons attending

PLEASE NO COOLER BOXES - SUPPORT THE BAR TO HELP RAISE FUNDS!

* GROCERIES ARE NEEDED TO ASSIST THE LESS FORTUNATE*

CONTACT: Mike: 071 595 630 Dianne: 082 442 5807

Die boodskap van Ritali aan "die manne in
uniform"”. 15/07/2023 7

I

om op die PVONasicnale Raad te dienvir die termyn 2023 - 2026, Baie geluk aan almal wat verkiesis!

@
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During 1974 Exercise Gvani took place in Venda
in the Northern Transvaal. The assembly and
preparation area was at Potchestroom

The preparation phase was used to train
Citizen Force units, HQ elements of the specific
Brigade in air support requests and the air support
requests procedure.

This Brigade units deployed in the Northern
Transvaal with the HQ at Gyani.

Members of 1 Parachute Battalion at the air
port as reserve force. (At this time there was not
yet talked of Fire Force.) During the exercise the
reserve force was called out several time and
deployed by Puma. Commandant Jakkals de
Jager noticed that it took the troops to get airborne,
sometimes up to two hours. He approached the
pilot and other air force elements to work out a
system to be implemented, to ensure faster
reaction time and suggested that finale briefing to
be done, while the reserve force is already on their
way. But nothing came of this.

In 1975 De Jager was transferred to
Oshikate as the SO1 and in 1976 a Citizen Force
Brigade for the first time was deployed to the
border and one of the units of this Brigade was
Regiment Springs.

De Jager discussed the concept of fast
reaction force with interested parties and a platoon
of Regiment Springs was earmarked for the first
test. The air force liaison officer was Colonel
Martin van Niekerk, which was attached to the
Brigade HQ at Ondangwa.

During this time Major Bill Wauke and his
team was on the Yati line busy to plant a thorny
plant which will grow into a thick under grow as an
impenetrability obstacle on the border. They had
their base in a banded home on the Angola side in
the vicinity of beacon 36 and 40. They fell under 3
Sub Area at HQ Oshikate for command and
control. During the first day the platoon of
Regiment Springs exercised the in and out drills.
Around 20h00 that same evening Major Wauke
contacted the HQ, by radio to inform that they were
attack by SWAPO.

With the aid of Colonel van Niekerk, in a
matter of a few minutes, two pumas were used to
deploy Regiment Springs troops to Major Wauke.
When they arrived there they deployed in the dark
and there were no casualties. This was the first
time that such a reaction force was deployed in this
roll, which the Parabats took over, that became
known as 0 Bamesede Faoer (dakldals?t

HEROIS NACIONAIS

Portuguese speaking soldiers of the South African
Defense Force who were awarded the Honoris Crux
(Cross of Honour).

The Honoris Crux was
gallantry decoration awarded to members of the
Defense Force up to 1991. The first Honoris Crux
was instituted in 1952 and as is proper for an award
of gallantry, was for all ranks of the UDF (later SADF)
who "without thought of own safety and through
personal courage and determination performed a
gallant act or deed against the enemy in the field". In
1975 the award was upgraded and awarded in 4
classes namely the Honoris Crux Diamond, the
Honoris Crux Gold, the Honoris Crux Silver, and the
Honoris Crux. Of all these decorations the Honoris
Crux Diamond was never awarded.

S/Sgt Francisco Daniel Roxo: Special Forces i HC
S/Sgt Amilcar M.R.G. Queiroz: Special Forces 1 HC
Sgt Victor Dracula: 32 Bni HC

Sgt Jodo Joaquim Homen de Gouveia: Special

Forcesi HCS

Sgt Am®ri co Sanc«o Manj
Forcesi HC

Sgt Manuel iMi cko FbDHGSt e

Sgt Adriano Nelson Manuel: Special Forces i HC
Sgt Neves Tomas Matias: Special Forces i HC
Cpl Eduardo Jodo: 32 Bni HC

Cpl Gabriel Fernando: Special Forces - HCG +
Rfn Avelino de Nébrega: 54 SAI Bni HC

Rfn Johannes Conga: 31 Bni HCp *

Rfn David Hashomwenda: 101 Bni HC

Rfn Feliciano Costa: 32 Bni HCS

Rfn Bernardo Domingos: 32 Bni HC

~mT
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A specially trained group of men was formed in 1968, by Commandant Gill  van Kerckhoven, OC of the
SA Irish Regiment. The group was called the Hunter Group and started with the concept of a
specialized team of volunteers within the SA Irish Regiment, doing un conventional warfare training
in theirowntimeandowncost. ( Unof ficialy known as the 6Saturday
The Hunter Training Group was a loose group of men who came from all different Regiments of
Citizen Force who although very active inthe  Hunter Group still had to attend the camps and parades
of their respective Regiments. The Hunter Training was completely voluntary and unpaid most of the
men did this training with the blessing of their parent unit.
They trained other Citizen Forces Unita nd SAP members in many aspects of un -conventional
warfare.

,, , s < 4 .
In 1974 then Capt Sybie van der Spuy was ordered to shape up the group or close it down. It
appeared that 1 RC had a lot of National Service Men who on completion of their National Service
had no home to go to and the Special training received was lostto  the Army. It was then decided to
place the group under the Special Forces as the Citizen Force unit.

The 31 of May 1974 is regarded as the disbanding of the Hunter group and 1 ' June 1974 as
the birth date of 2 RC.




ry
\@ 2 RECONNAISSANCEMMANDO

The selection course for potential members of 2 RC was held in August 1974 and was attended by

29 volunteers from the original Hunter training group, 9 successfully completed the selection making

this the highest pass rate in the history of Special Forces. Most of these members took part in

Operation Savannah.

FAG- ENDS

-The unit was contacted to assist in breaking Davi
Street on the 25™ of April 1975 , Johannesburg.

- During Operation Savannah Willy Ward was rewarded with Honoris Crux silver for his action during
this operation. He was the only member of the unit to receive such a decoration.

d1n 1977 were spent on combined Special Forces training and a few operations by the unit itself.

d With the expansion and reconstruction of Special Forces, the existing units became regiments on
the 17" January 1980.

d 2 Reconnaissance Regiment received regimental status on 1 ' January 1981.

- A new flash for the regiment was authorized on 27 ™ October 1983.

6 Commandant van der Spuy undertook a diving course from 29/4/85 to 7/6/85 and
was the oldest person ever to do this tough course.

d Corporal A .D. Renkin was killed on 13" November 1986 when his team drove into an
ambush.

d The Hunter Group and 2 Reconnaissance Regiment closed on 31 %' March 1992 with a function at

Defence Sport Club at Voortrekkerhoogte. Recently a few attempts were made to restart a

Hunter Group. e r o

.

First selection course. Front: J. vd Merwe; P.
Protter and R. Mills. Middle: WO2 P.W. van
Heerden; Maj Nic Visser; Cmdt D.S. van der
Spuy and S/Sgt Dewald de Beer.

Back: H. Botha; J. Matthee, B. Walls; W. Ward;
G. Nel and L. Greyling.

Trained by The Hunters: First SAP Task Force
instructors: Grand-Grierson (Hunter -
instructor); Delport; Beyl; Lotriet; Stander.
Front: Maj Malan (OC). (Ronnie Beyl)
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Ek doen valskerm keuring gedurende Mei 1984, slaag die twee weke PT. Kursus en doen sy

springkursus No. 8405. Mal Koovensiondle enkonvénsionel®aortogveeringk u r s
opleiding en ander opleiding spesifiek tot die Valsk Bn, bv: Fireforce.

Gaan gedurende Januarie 1985 wvir ©o6n jaar grens
Okonkolo, Ondangwa en Opuwa. In die tyd was hy by verskeie geleenthede deel van Fire Force
bystand en Lunar operasies. Werk by on geleentheid
Kommando.

Sy storie ;

Ons het heeldag vandag gestaan en sandsakke vol sand gemaak, die son was weer ongenaakbaar warm
hier op die wit sand van Ondangwa Lughawe. Toe die son sak maak ons klaar en stap na die afdak langs
die menasie. Aandete is geroosterde boelie beef met kaas bo op wat ons vinnig afsluk met soet koffie.
Ons kry die bevel dat ons vanaand gaan vlieg. Vinnig die nodige voorbeidings tref, Fire Force Kkit,
ammo , handgranat e, rookgranat e, witfosgranat e, vV al
Ratpack, ens. Die seiner gaan vinnig die roepseine en radio frekwensies na. Toe alles gedoen is en
weer en weer nagegaan is vat elkeen sy springdak, R4 geweer met kit en stap ons hanger toe. By die
hanger trek ons chutes en nood valskerms.
Twee, twee help ons mekaar om die valskerms oor ons fire force kit te pas, die valskerms sit
ongemaklik op jou rug maar sodra die afstu urder klaar is met jou is dit spanne beter. Die R4 word

oor die regter skouer vasgemaak. 6n Entjie van on:
enjins stotterend aan die gang. Vlamme slaan by die uitlaat sisteem uit, wat die gebied agter die ou

tweede wereld oorlog vlIiiegtuig met kort tussen poses
op die aanl oopbaan styg die spottervliegtuig op, S

string in en die afstuurders gaan alles na. Soos ek na d ie manne in die string kyk, weet ek hulle is
oorgehaal en reg vir enige vyand wat ons moontlik vannag mag teenkom. Toe kom die bevel, Na die
vliegtuig.... Voorwaarts mars!

Soos die voorste man by die vliegtuig kom help die man agter hom, hom om met die ong emaklike
drie trappies in die vliegtuig te klim, eerste man sit aan die bakboord kant, volgende man stuurboord
kant en so maak ons die vliegtuig vol, twintig gedetermineerde valskerm  -soldate.

Die Dakota begin stadig tot op die aanloopbaan beweeg, draaireg s, stop en toe begin die vlieenier
die rekke opwen, dan trek hy weg, tel vinnig spoed op oor die aanloopbaan, soos die vliegtuig spoed
optel lig die agterwiel van die aanloopbaan, spontaan begin ons sing; one, two - one, two, three - one,
two three, four - LET GO! En toe die vliegtuig sy bande van die teerblad lig skree almal saam,
AIRBORNE!

Vir on paar uur sirkel ons iewers in die operasi
Dakota, party van die manne sit met hulle arms oor hulle noodvalskerms, ken  op die bors en slaap,
ander staar deur die oop deur die nag in, waar hulle niks kan sien nie. Elkeen besig met sy eie gedagtes,

party praat seker in stilte met GOD, ander dink aa
in die states.

Dan skielik k om die bevel! MAAK GEREED VIR VIR AKSIE!! STAAN OP, HAK OP!

Twintigvalskerm -s ol date i s binne 8n sekonde wakker en r e
liggaam. Jy hou op dink, alles wat nou gebeur is deur ure se intensiewe opleiding, in jou ingedri |, jy

tree instinktief op.

Volgende bevel, GAAN UITRUSTING NA! Helmet ; noodvalskerm, jy maak seker jy is opgehak,
vry beweging op die kabel, kyk na die man voor jou, maak seker hy is opgehak, inspekteur sy valskerm,
6 rekkies, buitepak knoop, klap hom op d ie skouer. Volgende bevel, VERKLAAR! So begin die agterste
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man, 20 reg, volgende man 19 reg, tot by die voorste man, met sy duim in die lug verklaar hy, EEN
REG.... STRING REG!

So uit die hoek van my oog sien ek die rooi lig by die deur wat aan is.

DeDakota daal vinnig tot op spri
staduim maak dit nie saak wie, wat en hoeveel vyand daar is nie.

Elke man breek die lumi stick agter op sy spring helmet.

Volgende bevel, SPRING....POS! Shuffle step tot die voorste man met sy linker arm teen die
deurkosyn druk, &n | aaste vriendeli ke woord van

Vol gende bevel, STAAN...I NI E DEUR! Die voorste
hy binne-in die deur, die helf de van lyf beur by die deur van die vliegtuig uit, hy kyk reguit vorentoe
na &6&n horison wat | ankal nie meer daar is nie.
se strop in sy linkerhand.

Almal hou die groen lig dop, Die Dakota verminder spoe d, ons weet die groen lig gaan enige tyd
nou aangaan, die volgende moment is die rooi lig af en die groen lig aan. Al wat jy hoor is, GO -GO-GO
en so hardloop ons soos O6n rubyspan op die veld sa
onbekende in.....

ng hoogt e,

di
ma

Agt e

(Geskryf deur iemand aan wie ek dit vertel het)

Jack Greeff, 'n voor-
malige speslale-
magte-operateur

ud-Recce vert

M. C. Vorster

Beeld | My wireld | Maandag 3 Aprd 2023

Dit het gelyk asof hy in die
rigting van dle kleefmyn reik,
manr dit was nn 'n skakelanr en
hy het ‘n lig nangesit. “En toe
moes ons wit, verby dle hoen-

(recce) van dle Vir die aanval op Lobito Is ders, die wag en die hond. Ons
Vrystaat, het op 'n gevegsvaartule en rubberbote van is ult optelpunt toe en almal met
die vioot Ingespan. die vier rubberbote stadig uit

recce-storieaand in
Bloemfontein vertel
van dle speslale
magte en weermag
se suksesvolste
sabotaslesending tot
nog toe. Dirk Kok
was daar.

‘ot nan die einde van die

Angolese Bosoorlog kon

die Russe nie glo dit was 'n
handjievol Suid-Afriknnnse spe-
slalemogte-operateurs (recces)
wat in 190 sowat 800 km diep in
Angola verwoesting gesaai het
by brandstof- en gasopslagplek-
ke en 'n sementfabriek by die
besige Lobito-hawe nie.

Suld-Afrika kon destyds om
politiek-militére redes nie erken
dit was hy nie. Jonas Savimbi
en sy rebellebeweging, Unita,
het met die medewete van Suid-
Afrika verantwoordelikheid
aanvaar en gespog dit was hulle.
Die Russe het egter volgehou dit
was die werk van huursoldate
wat Lobito op "n Japanse skip
ingevnar het.

Noudat die wanrheid bekend
is oor 1 en 4 Verkenningskom-
manda se destydse hoogs gehei-
me Operasie Amazon ann die

driemanskap ult die duikboot
stil-stil met "n rubberboatie met
"n klein enjin deur lede van

B e

mazon

die hawe uit terwyl die tydmega-
nismes van die kleefmyne tiek."

Met die rubberbote en soldate
terug op die aanvalsbote in die
diepsee, het hulle vinnig wegge-
vaar. “Die eerste wat antplof
het, was die tenk met ruolie vir
die sementfabriek. Die branden-
de alie het soos Lawa teen die
hot kop by die hawe afgeloop.
Toe antplof die twee gastenks.
Die waolkbasis was sa 2 500 voet.
Dit het s00s 'n atoombom gelyk.
“Toe begin die hoofteiken se goed
afgaan, en toe moet ons behoor-
lik gas gee en wegkom."

Met die brande het die kaptein
van 'n Oos-Duitse skip wat in
die hawe geanker was, despe-
raat met sy skip probeer weg-
kom. Die ankertoue het die skip
lant omkantel en dit het langs
die hawemuur gesink.

“Dit was 'n banus. Die ontplof-
fing van die gastenks naby die
sementfabriek het al die wer-
kers die hasepad lnat kies. Ek
dink hulle hardloop nou nog.
Die fabriek het sonder toesig ge-
loop, uitgebrand en opgepak.

“Angolese brandweermanne
met nuwe brandweerwaens het
nie tred gehou met die hitte van
die vlamme by dle groot hrand-
stofopslagplek nie. Hulle het
doodgebrand en die brandweer-
warns het uitgebrand. Ongeluk-

weskus van Afrika, is dit studie 4 Recoe nan wal gebring. Vir “Daar s maar min van ons vertel |1 kig het ‘n klomple Units-gevan-
materinal vir spesiale cenhede twee doe en drie nagte het die die Johan Raath, ' | genes in 'n tronk daar naby ook
van v ¥ in "n bos en in die oud-recce en later private milltée omgekom.”
Amazon word beskou as die ree-  amgewing geskuil. 400 m van ‘n kontrakteur, *Daar is nog ouens Die terugvaart na Suid-Afrikn
C0S BN WOITIRE 50 Angolese en naby wat diens doen n ons kan nie al- was rof.
sabotasiesending in die geskie- die opslagplekke en sement- les uitlap nle, maar cor sowat “Die viootmanne praat van 'n
denis. fabriek wat In Operasie Amazon 60 [aar het net 1 250 die taaler as groen see. By tye was die bote
Die Vry 1d- Joack  met y moes taal keuring en oplelding gestaag. onder water. Dele van die bate
Greeff van Vrede was een van word. “Min of meer 200 van hulie dien is afgeskeur deur die woeste wa-
dle rolspelers. Hy was leier van In gewone klere, met vals An- nog in eenhede. sowat 200 Is In ters.
die driemanspan wat vooraf die  golese permitte vir Oos-Duit- miktére operasies of opleidingsoe-  Die oud-recces Johan Raath en “Die manne was seesick en
verkenningsoperasie Ginger vir  sers, Amerikaanse dollars en feninge dood en nog 200 Invoer-  Jack Greeft. Foto: DIRK KOK wvan hulle het seergekry. Ek was
dle ulteindelike sending uitge Angolese kwanzas om hul pad te tuigongelukke of as gevolg van in my lewe nog nooit weer so
voer het, en een van die handjie-  probeer uitkoop sou hulle uitge- siekte. Bale recces is nie in die “Ek het saam met spesmagte- siek nie.
vol voarvegters in Operasie vang word; en met Tsjeggiese land nie. soldate van versiillende lande ge- “Dit was Opernsie Amazon,
Amazon daarma. masjlenplstole wat by lede van “Daar is nie 'n land In die wéreld  werk. Hulle het die wéreld se res- van die verkenning tot die uit-
Met brandstof- en gasopslag- ‘n gevange ANC-sel in Suid-Afri- waar konfilk s waar daar nie oud-  pek vir ans keuring, oplekling en voering: foutloos. Dit is die spe-
plekke en die sementfabriek was  ka afgeneem is, het die drie hul  Dle Oos-Dultse skip wat ni Operasie Amazon in die Angoless hawe recces werk nie. So, daar is maar vaardighede. siale magte.”
Lobito 'n logistieke kern van die  verkenningswerk begin. Alles in  gesink het toe die kaptein probeer weghom het. min in die kand" “Die |ong recces wat nou in die B Greef! is een van die mees
vyandige magte om brandstof en  die donker. Toe hy In 1986 weermag toe s, weermag dien, werk hard (n Mo- vereerde soldate en spesialemag-
voorrand met Russiese vragmo- Nagfota's van die gebied en baotoperateurs van 4 Recce. Ste- was hy een van 700 kandidate wat  sambiek. in Darfoer, die ooste van te-operateurs van die ou Suid-
tors na die suide af te karwel. S0 teikens is geneem en die sement-  delike oplelding is by die ou “n recce wou word. e Kongo en eiders ter wéreld om Afrikannse Weermag. Hy het
vinnig as wat recces panie, brde  fabriek is verken. Danr was be- Congella-kragstasie en ou wal- “Ons Is almal deur die toets ge-  |sis en ander boaswigte van ons onder meer die recces se goue
en 'n deel van ‘n tonnel vernie- noude comblikke toe ‘n vrouby  visstasie gedoen. Foutlose span- sit om te probeer. Van ons het 125 yoarstoep af te hou. Kyk, ons rangkenteken vir 'n dekade of
tig en beskadig het, so vinnig hul wegkruipplek wou brand- werk was van kardinale belang. peslaag. Tydens die basiese oplek-  weermag en polisie s in sy peetpe langer se operateursdiens ont-
het die vyandelike magte se- hout kry, ‘n polisievoertuig en In die operasiekamer is foto's ding het sowat die heifte van dle In, maar daar |s nog eenhede en vang, asook verskeie eerbewyse
ment aangery en die afvoerroe- vragmotor vol soldate padlangs  en kaarte en inligting opgeplak ouens gebreek, toe het so 70 of ‘spesiale magte wat sterk staan® en me<daljes, waaronder die Ho-
tes herstel. Lobito moes as logis-  vlak by hulle verby Is en ‘'n wag  en alles tot in die fynste detail wat van ons aangegaan. Na verde- Raath en sy handjlevol Wrystaat- noris Crux, vir sy prestasies en
ticke kern afgesny ward. Dit in die bedrywige sementfabriek  beplan. “Danr was baie beplan- re behoarlike recce-heuring was s makkers is lede van die Suid- dapperheid.
was die opdrag. binne reikafstand verby hulle is.  ning, alles in detail oor van die ons 13 en nd de jaar sa recce-op-  Afrlkaanse Spesiaemagtevereni- Hy het na sy weermagjare be-
“In 'n stadium het ons gedink  datums, maan{ase, die donkerte, leiding het agt van ons, van die fing (Sasfa) se plaaslike tak, Fort kendheid verwerf as 'n natuur-
Verkenning hier kam die Gunston-wedren, seegetye..." 700 wat begin het, Maagemaak.  Omnje bewaarder wat onder meer 'n
Vir dle verkenningsoperasle ons gaan moet hol.” Seifs ouens wat alles geslaag het, Hulle beywer hufle met storie- leidende rol gespeel het in ver-
Ginger Is Greeff en twee van sy Tydens die verkenning was D-dag het weens finale beshuite car hul aande, gholfdae, boekverkope en skele operasies teen stropers in
soldantvriende en vertrouelinge  daar snags slegs een keer vir'n -~ Vir Amazon is die vaartuie nn geskiktheld noalt hul kentekens ander geleenthede vir die Recce- die Krugerwildtuin en elders in
van 1 Verkenningskommando-  minuut of wat 'n kort morseko- Labito - twee vloot-aanvalsvaar- gekry en recces geword rie. Ons. veteranefonds vir bystand aan ge- Afrika.
die Standertonse predikantskind  deboodskap na die duikboot. tuie - as visserskepe vermom. Vir die verkenning voor Operasie het gedink dis maar ‘wonde Hy is ook die skrywer van ‘n
Sam Fourie en Tony Vieira. wat ~ Weens radioprobleme het net 'n In die hawe is vier rubberbote  Amazon in Angola het die spesiale Later, toe ek 'n instruktew geward e hulpverlening aan behoeftige militére geskiedenisboek, A
die recces by 32 Bataljon gewer!  deel van die lanste boodskap die  in die donker nag vir die Klein magte en vioot 'n dulkboot inge- het, het ek verstaan. gesinne van voormalige recces. Greater Share of Honour: The
het - met 'n klein vlootduikboat  duikboot bereik om te sé die spanne recces laat sak. span. Memoirs of a Recoe Officer.
na Lobito gebring. 'n vaart van  verkenning het viot verloop. Net  “Met It. Toughie Joubert van B Raath se jongste boek, A Breed
18 dae “in "n ruimte so groot genoeg vir die radioman in die Harrismith in die voorste boot alietenk by die sementfabriek het stene uitgestaan waarteen useless, of die hond se reuksin- Apart: The Inside Story of a Recce's
s00s ‘n etenstafel”. duikboot om te verstaan. het ons stadig om al die vissers-  moes opgeblaas word.” hulle kon opklim. “Ek weet nie tuig was aangetas deur al die Speclal Forces Training Year
Net die duikbootbevelvoerder, Greeff en sy span Is weer met  baotjies in die hawe gegaan en Greeff en sy drie makkers se wie danrdie muur gebou het nie,  chemiese reuke in die hawe. Toe  (Jonathan Ball), het veriede jaar
onderbevelvoerder, Greell, sy dle rubberboot gehaal vir die later wee geskel in die rigting plan om by 'n waghuisie van die  maar hy het dit vir ons gebou.” trek die wag by die waghulsie in  verskyn.

span en lede van 4 Recce in die duikboot se terugvaart na Suid-  van die verskillende teikens. gasopslagplek in te gaan het nie Net toe hulle oor die muur is,  en die hond gaan 1¢ op die

vaartulg het geweet waarheen Afrika. “Kleefmyne moes geplant uitgewerk nie. Daar was in die het hoenders in "n hoenderhok grand.”

en waarvoor die vaart was. Die Terug in Durban het intense ‘word teen 26 en ure 'n same- begin raas. Kort daarna was 'n Net nadat een van die kleef- I Kok is redakteur
res van die ‘was on- en begin twee in‘n g van mense wat met wag met ‘'n herdershond reg myne teen een van die gastenks van Valkshlad.
ingelig. vir die aanval: Opernsie Ama- groot opslagplek. Dié span moes  die wagte gesels het. voor hulle. geplans en die tydmeganisme ge-

‘Tussen skepe en vissersbote
in die Labito-hawegebled is die

zom, deur drie klein spanne van
1 Recce in samewerking met

eerste begin. Twee enorme gas-
tenks was die ander teiken en 'n

By die hoek van ‘n muur, an-
der 'n onhemande wagtoring,

“Die hond was nie bale wak-
ker nie, of sy hanteerder was

aktiveer is, het 'n wag op 'n fets
reguit daarheen gery.




springers
.;opygele.i’

Sarel van der Walt,
Milizére Versiaggewer

BLOEMFONTEIN, - Hy was in 1960
in die eerste groep van vyftien Suld-
Afrikaanse soldate wat in Abington
naby Oxford in Engeland as val-
skermsoldate apgelet is. :
N6, 35 jaar later, is die 56-jarige
1t.-kol. Johnny Kieser van 44 Val-
skermbri legendaries onder
valskermsoldate, Nie net het hy self
reeds sowat 4 000 spronge agter die
yug nie, hy het ook al nagenoeg
17 000 valskermsoldate opgelel.
“Ek geniet nog elke comblik van
my werk en & altyd waarom moet
‘n mens ophou as jy werkbevredi-
ging kry." het kol. Kieser - ook be-
kend a5 Oom Johnny - gesé.
Staaltjles oor hom is volop en
daar is omtrent nie 'n plek in dle
land waar iemand nle sal nader stap
nie om die man te groet wat as m
“moeilike” sersantmajoor onthou
| Kol, Herman van Niekerk, voor-
sitter van die Suld-Afrikaanse Na-
sionale Weormag (SANW) se val-
skermklub, sé hy weet nie van nog
jemand wat so 'n groot invioed soos
kol. Kieser op die ontwikkeling van
valskert in Suid-Afrika ge-
had het nie,

“Toe ek in 1972 my valskermoplel:
ding gedoen het. was Oom Johnny

in Bloemfontein.

Lt.-kol. Johnny Kieser vandeesweek by 44 Valskermbrigade

il A

Foto: PHYLLIS GREEN

~ basis rondgery en ‘terreur

Nog dié raslment-sarmnf-majoor
(RSM) van 1 Valskermbataljon.
“Een ding wat ek altyvd van hom

-sal onthow, Is hoe hy met sy groen

Truimph smder-mc‘»w:ﬁets' in dl(;
hetl” het kol. Van Niekerk gesé.

~ Kol. Kieser was in sy loopbaan
hoofsaaklik in Bloemfontein i .

sloneer, waar | '._in'lmsehe{ph'eft
: f.én 1 Vﬂskem%ymbon opTempe te

Hy het egter ook gehelp met die

 “Veiligheld is vir die valskerm-
- soldaat van die allery 3
- se waag nie, want 'n mens word tog
~ net met een Jewe ge-issue,” het kol, |

stigting van die valskermbataljons
in die voormalige Bophuthatswana
en in Swaziland. A

- “Ons eerste groep Suld-Afrikaan-
ge soldate wat in | opgelei

is, het die X in sowat:

maande mﬁ i," het hy. S
ergrootste belang.

Met valskermspring kan jy nie kan-

g
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Minr. Dean van Zyl (23), wat in 1 Blilitére Hospitaal in Voortrek-
kerhoogte, Pretoria, aansterk né sy val van 2,4 km. “Ek sal

wéér spring,” sé hy.

Foto: PHYLLIS GREEN

Valskermspringer oorleef
nagmerrie-val van 2,4 km

Nick Bezuidenhout

“VOETE bymekazar ¢n bid." is al
wal deur 'n jong valskermsprin-
ger van Pretoria se gedagtes ge-
flits het toe hy 915 m bo die aarde,
né 'novrye val van 1,5 km, besel
het sy valskerm én noodval
skerm wil hie oopgazn nie.

Dal mnr. Deen van Zyl (23) gis-
ter sonder ' enkele gebreekte
peen in 8y liggaam in sy bed in
1 Militere Hospitaal op Voortrek-
kerhoogte kon 18 en self azn
Beeld kon vertel van sy nagmer-
rie-val na benede, is waarskynlik
te danke daaraan dat hy moeder-
aarde presies in die rege posisie
getref bl

Mnr, Van Zy], wat as valskerm-
soldaat opgelei is en sowat vyf-
nonderd spronge agter die rug
het, het vertel dat hy verlede
Woensdag op 2,4 km bo die Snake
Vatiey- lugmagbasis in Voorirek-
kerhoogte uitgespring het.

Hy bet vry geval Lot op 915m.
“Daar was probicme et die
hoofvalskerm. ¥k het die nood:

welieved L/Cpl 'S, W,

2l 300 metres e

i taken L/Cpl Botha went 1
auallfs for his spnes

valskerm oopgetrek voordat ek
van die hoofvalskerm ontstac
kon razk en dit het aan die hoof:
valskerm vasgehaak. My voete
het cok aan die hoofvalskerm
vasgehaak,”

Volgens mnr. Van Zyl val 'n
mens in daardie stadium teen so-
wat 200 xm/h.

Hy het gesé hy kon nie verlig-
ting voel na die val nie, want hy
het net aan die pyn gedink.

pPr. Tommy Bingle van dic¢
hospitaal het gesé mnr. Van 2yl
ge voete het die grond eerste ge
raak, maar die lag deel van sy rug
het die stamp gevat. Dit isdiereg-
t2 manier om te land. As hy n
paar sentimeter anders gedraai
het, was hy waarskynlix deod.
“Mnr, Van Zyl was baie geluk-
kig,” het hy gest.

By het sagteweefsel-heserings
leag in die rug, harsingskudding,
n geswikte enkel en dic sepu-
wess van die breinstam pa die
tong is gerek of geskeur, wat sy
spragk santas, Die kans is baie
goad dat hy sy tong later beter sal
kan gebruik.

HULLE het die dood gekul! In die
i Universitas-Hospitaal in
Bloemfontein |& twee jongmense
wat dié week wonderbaarlik
lewend uit die kake-van die dood

Hulle het

300 m uit 'n vliegtuig geval nadat
sy valskerm gewseier het om oop te
gaan, en Ronél Basson moes Uit
die wrak van haar bakkie gesny
word nadat dit onder 'n reuse-

X arro yinem

gekom het. Cobus Clarke het vragmotor beland het.

‘Ek het net
geval...”

Springer vertel van wonderwerk

Deur JOE VENTER: Bloemfontein
“EK het net geval...en 1o¢ wa rdie slag Loe ek die
grond trel.alles het se vinng [

Uit dic mond van die jong min sl dood nipes gewees
het. '

Donderdag bet Cobus Clarke in 'n kot gesprek die
cerste keer self vertel vin dié wonderwerk dathy nogleef.
Hy he1 300 m uit “n vlicgruig geval - en dic grond petrel
met *nbaie hoé sactheid nadia sy vislsherm geweier hetom
oup Le paan.

In sy hospitaalbed in die waakeenheid van dic Universi-
tas-Hospitaal in Bloemfoneein kon Cobus "n paar woorde
gesels.

“Alles het s vinaig gebeor. ER weet now nog nie wal
presics gebewr het nie. Div cen comblik het ck nog geval.
e tue was tair el die slig 1oc ¢k die grond tref!™

Vandat hy saam mel sewentip ander dienspligtiges v
1 Valskermbaraljon it dic Hereules CL30-vliegtuig vitge-
spring het, het dit net sowal ses 101 agt sekonces geduur
vourdat hy tie graad op “n plaas naby Soutpan getref het,
Gewoonlik duur so 'n sprong 101 sestip sekendes.

Hy was Woensdag die ellde soldaat win gespring het en
dit was sy luaste sprong veordin hy sy vierhe as vilskerm-
soldlzist suu pekry het.

“EX het baie pyn. Verabmy g is e seer. ™ sé i jong
man wil Oujaar i cword hiet CQor <y val sé
i atjun iy “Tempe, en medici

& 2
s nwomilziwer k.
j. Johnny Kieser, die kursusieier op nophis nichy o
hae dic ergeluk gebenr, "ER et my o 3

‘ ¥

ik i beheer van valskermoplending q

Clarke en sy mashers by dieseern COBUS CLARKE — Oor die feit dat hy hom nie
doodgeval het nie, skud kenners net die kop.

Cer swikin 1oerusting

~ ORDEAL
FOR PARABAT

during the ordeal. “T knew

LANCE-CORROR B I could break loose at any

5 : ¢ ! 0
W. Botha of 1 Pax‘a- S e Al Tealls
chute Battalion, is still  to plyx,n my emergency
thanking his lucky c<hute

W. Botha on (he ground after his
3 it the air. Soon fter (his picture
Zal

in to_jump and

Lance-Corporal S, W. Botha hangi

ng feet up f) a
static Tine. T O

) Quick-thinking instruct-
stars after having heen  ors hoisted Corporal Botha
back into the aircraft.

Mr and Mrs S. Botha
were among the spectators.
Mr Botha “knew immed-
jately” it was his son hang-
ing from the aircraff. To
calm his wife, he told her
“it must be another service-
man” and that their son
had still to jump. d

With his feet back on
solid ground, Corporal Bo-
tha made it known that he
wanted his wings. He want-
ed 0 jump again. “If I
Jeave it now, I may be too
frightened , ever to jump
again.”

He was taken up with
the next load and made a
perfect exit, jump and
1n

dragged behind an air-
craft, 300 metres above

the ground.

Traineces were taken up
for their ninth and “wing-
qualifying” jump yester-
day. Corporal Botha was
. the last of the group of 20
Bats to leave the plane.

.As he made his exif,
Corporal Botha felt some-
thing tugging at his feet —
his static line. The result
was a total malfunction
and Corporal Botha found
himself hanging 300 metres
above the ground by his

feet.
Corporal Botha told re-
porters  “many  things
Y




KEITH RADFORD SKRYF

Cassinga "We were there" Echoes of that Day Jare gelede die tyd. Besig met dominees en
testamente.Natuurlik met goeie rede. Lkr slaap MAKKERS More Mare. Uit die pisvelle uit Fit Chutes.

Kom Rothman roer jou gat. Ek staan net langs daai groot staaldeur kosyn op my kniee en Bid ek vra

mooi vir Sy Genade. Terwyl ek ditdoe n hoor ek hoe pis 6n makker teen
Daar word nie baie gepraat nie.

Die Flossies se enjins begin start Die hele plek ruik na Avtur (parafien). Die chutes begin nou al
te druk. Ek voel so half kaalgat want ek spring met n SMG ek ver  lang na my regte geweer n LMG voel
so vreemd om die stuk kak hier voor by my chute in te druk. Regte Rambo style (was daar daaityd al
6n rambo?)

Ons begin op te vorm om aan boord te gaan. EK is regtig kakbang. Ek verlang na my ouers en die
plaas Ons sit in die Flossie. Dit is nou beter die PWC met die mortiere is tussen my bene op die grond.

Die chute druk vas teen die rooi gevlegde mat.  Dit voel sommer baie beter. Die deure begin toemaak
met so fyn zoemgeluid. Niemand praat nie Sarel Moolman sitlangs my. Hy het grysblou oé die Flossie
taxi nou. Die rigting voel nie reg nie. Helder wit lig word afgeskakel. Rooi ligte binne kom aan. Die
Flossie stop Ek voel hoe die Pilots krag aansit.  Ons begin met one two three lets go. Die Flossie is
nou op vol krag. Die ritme kom tot n einde.  Ons is in die lug. Stadig klim ons en begin nou te draai.
Vermoedelik Noord.

Ons is nou op hoogte. Die ligte binne word afgesit. Elke man met sy eie gedagtes daar in die
donker: Die dag begin breek buite ek kan deur die ronde  venster oorkant my sien dit word stadig lig
buite [Ek ruik iewers naby my is iemand besig om Rum te drink Ek kan dit nie glo nie. Ek ruik duidelik
rum. Die wit ligte kom aan Ek kyk op my horlosie. Dit is 6:00. My ma (laaankal oorlede) het vir my n
Bybeltj ie gegee. Ek wil lees. Vroetel hom uit my sak teen my regterbeen. Maak hom oop. My meisie
van daai tyd se foto kom op. Sy het nog skoolklere aan (ek was 19). Ek dink daaraan dat ek nog nooit
met n girl geslaap het nie. As ek vandag doodgaan? Ek mis my Bybe Ivers. Ek is baai the way vandag
steeds gelowig.

[05/04, 5:27 AM] +27 82 491 1410: Die airforce manne begin onrustig raak hulle beweeg rond
en begin deur die vensters te kyk.

[05/04, 5:28 AM] Willie De Beer: Ek het gebid en gesweet sittend met A Vrag kit a an my en
gewonder en gewens dat dit die aand 6 uur Al was Dan het ek geweet ek lewe of ek het gesterf. Baie
ding deur my kop gegaan gewoonlik slaap almal op die viug niemand slaap Nou nie.

Toe ons staan op en Haak op bevel kry Kon ek nie opstaan nie ek was so swaar gelaai. Ek weet ek
ek 11Ltr water, 6 B0 mm Mortimer bom, 220 rondtes R1, 1 x 100 rondtes LMG, 100mtr cortex, 10 kg
PE4 Pofstof, 1 ratpak, 11 phosfor en MY en rook grenate en 1 stel browns o jaen 0 drip. Ek Kon nie
opstaan nie baie gewig....... toe die staan en die lang battle vlug baie baie laag gevlieg....gebid....ek was
bang gewees maar nie gewys nie. Net gebid.....toe ons spring pos gekry het het alles verdwyn Nou
helder begin fokus en dink aan wat voorlé.

Dankie Jesus ek kan hier sit en skry f. Na Al die jare begin dit my Nou eers vang.....help my en Al
my makkers asb om te vergeet en vergewe.

Amen

Ek sien ons despatchers begin ook rondkyk en opstaan 10 min tekens . Die dinge begin gebeur
nou. STAAN OP HAAK OP!

Koki de Waal vra my die tyd, minwetende dit sal ons laaste gesprek wees. RIV

Nou is dit k&k in die Flossie. Ons staan moeilik op die vrag voel te swaar. Ons haak op die checks
begin. Buddy tot buddy. Sarel is agter my. Ek ruik weer daai Rum (wonder wie was dit).

Ek en drie ander ma nne het sy liggaam uitgebring, op die Frelon chopper gemerk '‘AP’, op Eenhana
afgeklim en hom ook afgelaai

XALT0 yinaNYS
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My rug wil afbreek. As ons net kan uit kom. Ons vlieg baie laag sommer so by die bome. Die
vliegtuig skud en ons kry baie swaar. Ek kyk op my horlosie Dit is nou 07h40

As ek net hier kan fokken uitkom.  Dit is erger as n nagmerrie en dit hou nie blixems op nie

lemand skree vir my en ruk aan my skouer

Ek kyk om, dit is Sarel Moolman. Hy is besig om my strop se safety pin uit te haal.

Ek dog ek kan my oé nie glo nie. Hy haak my los. My strop is deur my SMG se geweerband
opgehaak. Hy maak dit reg en RED my lewe. (Is dit n ie dalk wat met Skillie gebeur het nie.)

Twee mnde later naby Katima verduidelik Dave Harris vir die jong Kapelaan dat hy nog niks weet
van BID af nie. Hy reken die Kapelaan weetf 1 fil van bid af nie , hy moet die paratroopers vra.
OP MEEBOS

Jaap Lourens kommentaar op FB 10/09/2023 : Ek het gister se aanbieding oor Operasie Meebos by
die Afriforum Teater bygewoon. Hierdie was 'n puik aanbieding van die Pro Patria Museum, gedoen
deur 'n hele paar senior rolspelers van die operasie. Op daardie stadium was ek  in 6 SAIl, nadat ons
van 8 SAIl af oorgeplaas is. My kompanie se deel aan die Operasie Meebos was baie gering, in ag
genome die skaal van die operasie. Om 'n idee te gee, die opmars van die konfooi van gevegsvoertuie,
logistiek ens, na die teikengbied, he tvir 55 km gestrek. Ongelukkig is daar te laat agtergekom dat

die Pumas wat die Bats na die teikengebied afgevoer het, hulle reg oor die VY se lugafweer stellings
geneem het, soveel as 9 x ZPU 2 14.5mm's het op Puma 132 losgebrand. 15 lewens is daar in 'n
oogwink uitgewis, 3 Lugmag bemannings lede en 12 lede van 1 Valskermbattaljon.

Hulde is tydens die aanbieding deur 2 Generaals gebring aan die durf, en die kwaliteit van die
Suid Afrikaanse Dienspligtige, en die Burgermaglede. Solank ons geweet het da t ons vannaand
miskien 'n bier gaan kry, 'n skyf vir die manne wat gerook het, en...sou ons gewond word, daar in 'n
kort tyd 'n Puma sou land wat ons sou CASEVAC, het hierdie jong manne vreesloos hulle taak volvoer.
Afgesien van beweringe dat ons 'n vrees bevange groep skoolseuns was wat in 'n oorlog gewing was,
was my ondervinding egter een van jong, langhaar skoolseuns...Johburg Jollers, Beach Bums, Surfer
Boys...Plaasjapies, en Plattelanders.....wat binne weke weke omvorm is in trotse soldate, gedug in' n
eenheid, gefokus op die taak voor ons. 'n Onuitwisbare trots in elkeen van ons, in ons 50's, 60's en
70's wat vandag nog net so deel van ons as persoon is.

Ek was 'n peloton radio -operateur tydens Meebos, en ek het die gebeure van Puma 132 op my B25
gevolg. Terwyl ek luister na gister se aanbieding luister, het ek weereens besef dat ons 'n uiters
unieke generasie was wat dinge reggekry het, en gedoen het, wat geen een hedendaags sou oor kon
droom nie. Ons vrouens, kinders en familie sal seker oor ons sto ries kon se..." shame...wow...dis
verskriklik"......maar dit is ongelukkig so, dat net ons wat die oorlog geveg het, werklik sal kan verstaan
wat ons deurgegaan en beleef het. Dit is soos om vir 'n ouer te se wat 'n kind verloor het... " ek
verstaan watjy deurgaan”.....snert...as jy self nog nooit 'n kind verloor het nie. So ook is al die stemme
wat vandag opgaan, in tallose boeke en publikasies, ongeldig van hulle, wat nie self die Grensoorlog
beleef het nie.

Weereens het besef dat die onus op ons....di e Veterane van die oorlog, se skouers rus, om ons
stories te vertel....en veral om ons makkers te eer, wat nie soos ek en jy, vrou, kinders, huise, werke,
karre, braais, verjaardae, vakansies kon beleef nie. Gou kla ons vandag, beurtkrag, korrupsie, enve le
meer....maar tog was ons op 'n stadium wat ons 'n blik Boeliebief en paar druppels kondensmelk in 'n
vuil Firebucket met koffie, as 'n luukse gesien het. 'n Slaapsak in die Owambosand was ons bed. Jou
R4 of R1, jou beste en kosbaarste besitting.

Laat ons dus uitgaan.....ons stories vertel, pogings soos die Pro -Patria Museum ondersteun, en ons
hulde aan ons makkers bring.....maar bowenal optree, dag tot dag, in 'n wettelose land, met die trots
en dissipline, wat ons as soldate van die magtige Suid Afrika anse Weermag geleer is.

Saluut aan Tertius Zitzke, die Pro Patria Museum, en ander, soos Voortrekkermonument, wat
poog om hierdie geskiedenis, wat ons van deel was, aan ons nageslag te bewaar.
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A WHITE OUT ; ,
Brigadier General Daan Nell, SANDF, 44 Para Brigade R

Sometime during the mid -1960s 1 Para Bn had a COIN exercise on company level at Maselspoort.
The enemy O6terroristsd were chosen from the paraba
theedrori stdol etaglelris@enced received was that the ter
on dinghys to reach the local population. It was decided to do an armed reconnaissance and an air
request was submitted; SAAF Bloemspruit tasked an Alouette helicopter to assist in the exercise
and which arrived the next day.
| then decided to bring more realism into the exercise and requested th e wife of one of my
colleagues to fill plastic bags with 1 kg maize flour and seal them with tape. The night, armed with
my weapons and ammo | returned to the base at Maselspoort. The next day | boarded the chopper
with my weapons and ammo in a small carton box. For reasons that up to now | do not fully
comprehend, the pilot, a young chap with ears still pink, took his place on the starboard side (that is
on the right where the pilot controls the chopper) and | took my seat on the port side that is on th e
left hand side. He then asked me where to and how high? | told him treetop height to the western
side of the resort, and then to turn and fly east upriver. We then flew to the point where the recce
would begin.
We started by flying upriver and | comme  nced with observing the left bank, the river itself and
the right bank. When we approached the road bridge over the river | asked him if the chopper could
fly below the bridge, since | wanted to stay Hew t
replied that it was no problem. We had barely passed the bridge when | spotted the dingy on the
river moving in our direction; approximately 500 meters from the bridge.
| counted four terrs in the dinghy, and then told the pilot to fly directly over the dingy as |
intended to bomb it. He did that and | took a bag in my left -hand, held it outside the window,
calculated my timing and released the bag a few meters from the dinghy before we flew over them.
We carried on flying east and after a few kilometers upriver, | decided that we must turn back (no
other O6terrsd spotted) and investigate the dinghy.
We then flew westwards left of the riverbank on treetop level and | spotted the dinghy which
was moving downriver. Just west of the bridge we turned and agai  n went below the bridge when |
saw that the dingy was about 30 meters from the bridge. Whilst approaching the dinghy, | saw
someone standing upright and when about ten meters from the dingy flying at 80 knots; he threw
the same flour bag back into the air. It struck the chopper on the Perspex centre between me and
the pilot. As we repeatedly stressed in doctrine and battle handling, you must return enemy fire!
Wel | , nobodyds fault, I could only provide the f
cockpit, the pilot jerked that chopper sharply to starboard (to the right) and after seconds we flew
into a huge tree on the bank of the river. There the chopper stopped flying altogether and we fell
to ground level just on the other side of that tree with a big bang, fortunately with wheels pointing
towards mother earth; bounced up and down a few times and the pilot switched off all systems. He
then jumped out and repeatedly ran around the chopper shouting in strange languages.
| remained in the chopper wi th a piece of tree trunk, thick as my upper leg, notched between
my legs; could not get out and was astonished with the PT that the pilot performed around the
chopper. What seemed like a few minutes, Louis (Hollie) Holtzhausen and a few men arrived in hast e
and helped me out of the chopper. We all stood around rather foolishly and then our Battalion HQ
was notified by radio of the incident. Within the hour a low bed from Bloemspruit arrived and |
later learned that senior Air force officers arrived subseq uently on the scene as well.
For reasons only known to Doctor Anton Klomp, | was evacuated to the sick bay at Tempe (later
3 Mil Hosp) and admitted for observation; | can only remember some cuts and bruises to my neck
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and face. The evening Nic Visservisi t ed me carrying a tree tr WOonk ar
Dana, hier is jou stomp wat a (@plenid ths troink that coaend& aosesto v er n |
destroying your futur ed; The eurseslweranptampessédiwithdhisobgectDa n a .
and later that night removed it with difficulty.

Back at the unit after completion of the exercise, me and Willy Ward was pl aced on orders and
informed by the OC that a board of enquiry was convened, and that hopefully (according to him) it
would not turn into a court martial, as the chopper was a complete write -off. Major Smart from the

School of Armour was the president of t  he board and Willy and | started with speculation on our
uncertain future. It was during this time that Louis (Hollie) Holtzhausen kind of asked me if | had

the slightest idea that I woul d be paying for tha
should we be found guilty. It forced me into praying more than usual.

In our discussions, Willy and | naturally fell into the what -if exercise and we finally came to the
conclusion that being bombed by a flour bag, it was a natural act to try and return it; this time with

compliments. Fortunately, a few weeks later, Major Smart informed us that the incident would be
considered an accident during training. | kept wondering if either the Army board or the Air Force
board ever placed it in writing that a flour b ag was the cause of the drama. Willy and | were naturally
given the usual pep talk by the OC about responsibility, what happens to people when you depart
from procedures and warned us that we escaped from this one by luck. Willy then acquired the fame
of b eing the only man that could down a chopper with a bag of flour.

Things to do; investigate crash date.

HOW MANY JUMPS MUST YOU DO TO QUILIFY? iisdwnlay) ||y
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AMAZING PARACHUTE FACTS & STORIES

When was the First Parachute and was it ever Jumped!

DaVinci sketched the design for the first parachute in 1485. On June 26, 2000 --
over 500 years later, Adrian Nicholas jumped an exact replica of it.and it worked!

The chute was built under the watchful eye of Dr. Martin Kemp, an Oxford University
DaVinci expert. It was made of wood, canvas and rope. Its weight was 187 pounds.

It was jumped from a balloon at 10,000 feet. Nicholas road it to 7 000 feet when he

cut away from it and used a traditional parachute for landing. (SkyXtreme magazine p

of the skydive world, vol #10, July 2000 ) srmpmn ATy
r . What is the Highest Parachute Jump?

IS~ From the very edge of space itself, almost 102 800 feet above the earth . This

drop included a free fall lasting more than an incredible 4 1/2 minutes, during which
Captain Kittinger reached a falling speed of 714 miles per hour before his
parachute finally opened at 18 000 feet.

(Life Mag, Aug1960) & www.wpafb.af.mil/museum/eagles/kittnger.htm

What is the Lowest Parachute use  ?

Submerged 10- 20 feet - A British navy flyer, Lt. Bruce Mackfarlane
had an engine failure on takeoff, leading to an immediate ditching off
the carrier HMS Albion. Surprisingly, he survived the water impact
and was coherent enough to clearly recall seeing the water close over

t he canopy, and begin to darken as the aircraft began to descend into
the depths. His training instincts took over and he yanked the canopy
jettison handle with his left hand, and immediately fired the seat with

his right. At this point, his memory becomes  understandably blurred,
but he recalls tumbling free of the seat, still underwater. He had the presence of mind to release

his chute and activate his life vest. (He surfaced aft of the carrier, almost directly under the 'Angel’

rescue helo, which had mov ed into a hover over the disturbance in the water from his aircraft splash.

The helo crew reported seeing his aircraft pass in two pieces along either side of the hull of the
carrier. This indicates that if the pilot had delayed his attempt to escape a f ew seconds later, he
would likely have been killed when the bow of the ship sliced his bird in half. Lt Mackfarlane is not
the only aviator to have such an experience.

What is the Lowest Combat Jump?

WW 2, Noemfoor was an insignificant little Island off the Northwest Coast
of New Guinea. It had two operational airfields and another well -along in
construction. The Japanese had scraped these fields out of almost solid
coral. 1/503 was to jump on Kamiri airfield. On 3 July 1944, C  -47 in twin
columns dropped the 1/503 at 400 feet AGL. However due to an altimeter
error two aircraft dropped troops at 175 feet (AGL). Dak To by Edward F.
Murphy page 327

-=. Whatis the Lowest Planned Combat Jump?
= PY..TW The lowest recorded combat jump is the German paratroopers
| [ = ok (Fallschirmjager) when then jump into Crete (WW 2). The Fallschirmjager
jumped from 250 feet .
If anyone knows of a lower combat jump (Bailing out doesn't count), let me
know.
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) What is the most jumps made by one person in a single (24 hour) day?

Michael Zang broke the world record on 20 May 2001 at 1705 hours by completing 500 jumps
in 24 hours . That is 21 jumps per hour or one jump every 2:45 minutes from 2100 feet. Mike
did this event to g et money for children in his program called JUMP4KIDS.

Who was the Oldest Jumper?

CLEVELAND (AP) -- A 92-year - old man with artificial knees made it into the record books by
becoming the oldest person ever to jump out of an airplane without holding on to anyone else
"What a thrill!" Herb Tanner said seconds after he touched down Friday. "That was beautiful. Just
gorgeous. I'd love to do that again, but not today." Tanner, of the Cleveland suburb of Mayfield
Heights, looked to the Guinness Book of World Records to se e what kind of mark he could make in
parachuting. Jumping while attached to another parachutist was out. A 99 -year-old woman already
had done it, and the record for males was held by a 95 -year-old Englishman. But Tanner could still
break a record if he jum ped solo.

The record had been held by the late Edwin C. Townsend, who was 89 when he jumped in Louisiana
in 1986. After receiving basic jump instruction and making 10 computer jumps using a virtual reality
simulator, Tanner was ready. The 105 -pound Tanner -- fake knees, hearing aid and all -- climbed into
a jump suit and leaped from a plane at 3,500 feet. A lifelong pilot, Tanner has flown for 63 years
but never parachuted. "l always wanted to parachute, but my wife wouldn't let me," he said. "She
said she would leave me if | jumped. She died two years ago." Note: the oldest Tandem Jumper was
100 years old, October 1999 (Skydiving magazine)

Woman, 90, skydives to prove age is just a number (Feb, 2, 2002)

WILSON -- Marni Evans literally "dropped in" for he r 90th birthday party Saturday afternoon,
jumping from an airplane cruising over her farm at 12 000 feet. She said she wanted to show her

friends that age is just a state of mind, even when you're nearing the century mark.

http://www.dropzone.com/news/woman90skydivestoproveag.shtml

Four- Year- Old Skydives!
In a leap into the record books, four -year-old Toni Stadler became the youngest person to skyd ive!
The tandem parachute jump took place at the Cape Parachute Club, 25 miles north of Cape Town,
South Africa, on Oct. 27, just five days before Toni's fifth birthday. The youngster was strapped
to jumpmaster Paul Lutge's chest as they leaped out of thei r single -engine plane 10 000 feet above
the earth, freefalling for half a minute before opening the parachute.

Toni's mom said, "We have been skydiving for four years and recently Toni started asking if he
could jump too". "We did not make him do it. He made us let him."
http://www.sky xtreme.com/archive/dec_jan2000/news.html#record

What is the Highest Jump WITHOUT a Parachute?
1. "Lieutenant I. M. Chisov of the former Soviet Union was flying his Ilyushin 4 on a bitter cold
day in January 1942, when it was attacked by 12 German Messerschmitts. Convinced that he had no
chance of surviving if he staged with his badly battered plane, Chisov bailed out at 21,980 feet. ~ With
the fighters still buzzing around, Chisov cleverly decided to fall freely out of the arena. It was his
plan not to open his chute until he was down to only 1000 ft above the ground. Unfortunately, he
lost conscious ness en route.

As luck would have it, he crashed at the edge of a steep ravine covered with 3 ft of snow.
Hitting at about 120 mi/h, he plowed along its slope until he came to rest at the bottom. Chisov
awoke 20 min later, bruised and sore, but miraclous ly he had suffered only a concussion of the
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spine and a fractured pelvis. Three and one -half months later he was back at work as a flight
instructor."  Hecht, Eugene. Physics: Calculus. 2nd. United States: Brooks/Cole, 2000. p 85.

2. Flight Sergeant Nicholas Steven Alkemade was on a bombing mission over Germany on 23 March
1944 when his Lancaster bomber flying at 18 000 feet was blazed apart and in flames when he
was forced to jump, without a parachute or be burn to death. He dove out of his  destroyed
aircraft hoping on a quick death. His speed accelerated to over 120 miles per hour and he
impacted on a snow covered sloping forest. He was completely uninjured and later captured by
the Germans who refused to believe his story. (www.urbanlegends.com/death)

3. The longest survivable fall, 26 January 1972, was Vesna Vulovic a stewardess in a DC -9 which
blew up at 33 330 feet. She was in the tail section of the aircraft and though injured survwed
the fall.
LANSA flight 508

17 year-old Juliane Koepcke was sucked out of an airplane in 1971 after it
was struck by a bolt of lightning.  She fell 2 miles to the ground, strapped
to her seat and survived after she endured 10 days in the Amazon Jungle.

After ten days, she found a bo at moored near a shelter, and found the
boat's fuel tank still partly full. Koepcke poured the gasoline on her wounds,
an action which succeeded in removing the maggots from her arm. Out of
93 passengers and crew, Juliane was the only survivor of the LANSA  flight
508 crash that took place December 24 ™, 1971.

27. All tho men of the Patnfinder Coy. 44, Parachute HBrigade., Nicknaned by
the South African moldierer an tho’Philstines” we were all forien coldliere nnd

)
. N oa

very grateful to bteé acceped lnto the South Africans Army,
! AN “’v' ,.', !

47
{

Front Row L'to A : Cpl I. Tangrey, UCpt SP. Turner, Cpt K, Crook, L/Cpl 1, Dalglish, Cpl D. Borland,
Second Row Lto R : Sgt P Polzin, Sgt KD Clark, Sgt | Weswels, Cpt CW.G, Peak, Lt F.T, Varduin, WO2 P. McAlleese, Sgt RT. Beech, Sgt D.W. Andrews.
Third Row Lo A ¢t CplC al:mn Cpll: Dobny CpIO {venm‘ Cpl ) ngn-. CplN Amold CplN Fishboch, c;ac Rogers, L Cpl M. Lowe.
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VOORGESKIEDENIS VAN SE KTOR 10

Toe die SAW amptelik verantwoordelikheid vir die bedryf van teeninsurgensie operasies van die
SAP gedurende die begin van 1973 oorgeneem het was 1 Mililitére Gebied Hoofkwartier reeds te
Rundu gevestig met Kol Mac Kotze as gebiedsbevelvoerder en Kmdt Tiny Myburgh as die plaaslike
sub-areabevelvoerder. Kmdt Minnaar Fourie was in bevel van die sub -area in die Wes -Caprivi waar

die gewapende stryd reeds ernstige afmetings aangeneem het. Hierdie offisiere kan meer inligting

verskaf met betrekking tot die ontplooiing van kompanie bassise in hul onderskeie gebiede van
verantwoordelikheid.

Die politieke aanslag was gedurende die tyd reeds deur die hele  SWA aan die gang, veral onder
leiding van SWAPO -gesinde geestelike leiers en -onderwysers. Die gewapende stryd het vanaf die
Wes-Caprivi weswaarts uitgebrei namate die Portugese bewind hul houvas in die Cuando Cubango
Provinsie (teenoor Kawango) en later d ie Cunene Provinsie (teenoor Owamboland) verloor het.

Met betrekking tot 3 Sub -Area (Kaokoland en Owamboland) waarvoor ek verantwoordelik was
kan die volgende aanvanklike SAW ontplooiings en redes daarvoor, moontlik van waarde wees. Die
SAP het vbasis bydDmathinibateen die grenskaplyn 175 km Oos van Oshikango agtergelaat.
Hierdie basis is weens taktiese oorwegings 15 km Suid verskuif en het deurgaans as Omabhoni
bekend gestaan.

3 Sub - Area Hoofkwartier  en die Hoofkwartier Kompanie was aanvanklik in tente by die
Ondangwa vliegveld ge hui sves. Hi ervandaan is dit | ater in
gehuisves wat deur Barlays Bank ontruim is. Hooftake van die hoofkwartier was: skakeling met die
Kommissaris-Generaal vir die Inboorling Volke van S WA, Sy Ed Mnr Jan de Wet; veiligheids - en
burgersake ondersteuning aan die Tuisland Regerin_
logistieke ondersteuning ingesluit het; noue inligtingskakeling is met Mnr Viegas, die goeweneur van
die Cunene Provinsie; en die plaaslike forcas de armades se bevelvoerder in Villa Perreia de Eca
(Ongiva) gehandhaaf om die beweging van terroriste en uitgeweke Suidwesters, in en deur, Angola
te monitor. Die basis te Oshakati is later deur KMG, kort voor die opgradering van die sub -area na
2 Militére Gebied, opgerig

6n Kompanie Hoof kwartier en 06n [Reatasaviegveldse basidb e s k e
ontplooi met die taak om dit te beveilig sowel as om patrollie - en eskortdienste aan burgerlike
amptenare i n di e toegewysde gebied te vVvooreekiriese aanlegdbn Pe
aangewend met die doel om dit te beveilig. Na die onttrekking van die Portugese administrasie uit
die Cunene Provinsie was daar ook 0 m Cauequenandient e 1
uitkeerwal in aanbou en Suid-Af ri kaanse konstruksie personel t e
kompanie was ook in Ohopoho (Opuwa) ontplooi vir patrollie - en burgerake operasies in Kaokoland.
6n Verdere pel et onbas.i lsasi{ontwiltkel heg it gy r Sotlotiet , WevengRaacanae
langs die Cunenerivier opgerig om die insypeling van insurgente oor die rivier te voorkom en om die
sodolietmyn waarby die swart Van der Merwes van Dorslandtrekker  -faam 'n belang gehad het, te
beskerm.

@ Kompanie Hoof kwar t Etaele 15ikm Suidvan @shikango ®ntptooi imet die
opdrag om die toegewysde grensgebied en te patrol ece
die kompanie was permanent te Oshikango ontplooi om die SAP te onder steun en doeana amptenare
te beveilig. Die verantwoordelikheid van die kompanie te  Omahoni was soortgelyk aan die van die
Etale Kompanie met uitsondering van die vaste beskermingstaak by Oshikango.

Genl Gert van Niekerk  (Afg) 2006

(@)
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XaLro yinomy®

: Why do men's elothes have ; r
Q“ e e ¢ Bultons  makers put e butions on the misid's vight!
on the rig] women's clothies bave  And thats where women's Buttors B
the left? e e

buttons on the left? remaingd sinec,

A: When buttons were invented, they were Q: Why da ships and airceaft nse
WeTY €N pEnsive and worn primarily by the  "mayday’ as their call for help?

vich. Since most people are right-hanced, it A: This comes from the French ward
is easier to push bultons on the right  m'aides -meoning help me' - and is pro-
rongh heles on the lefl. Because wealthy  nownced as ‘mavday.
women were dressed by maoids, dress-
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A corner of one of the victualling stores at Simonstown showing
supplies of Navy special beverage i rum! 1939.

Below: Some skydiving legends in this picture taken at Oribi
airport Pietermaritzburg in about 1980. From 6 o clock going
clockwise. Don Bodley in blue jumpsuit. Gerat Du Toit, Carlos
Gomez, Mike Snoyman, Mike McWilliams, Huey Newman, Max
Braude, Chris Dales, Peter Lawson. All Springboks of various
vears. Guv Mullins.
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https://www.facebook.com/guy.mullins1?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVZ-0eepjUB3g4gADtw_lTZWKxiIEMdfvr4xnzSsIIGjSOP9DF5DEczBUd6cvLym9IGtcVKSugNlNkZ1hGKOIRC9ewz0CGu5EZsmmMZZXmJisK3OReyEhCLX_QcnjxcBbp9gXWZnY8sx_-Zrb0vfbE-xAggrSL3Uz0Q6_lPRYjh15-c7JgpUvW4M-QyW7-OFgc&__tn__=-UC%2CPH-R

Manne kuier: Dave Swanepoel (3 Bn); Johnny F-Komp (78) reunie by Maselspoort hierdie naweek.
Kerswell en 44 Bde Rsm Roberts 06/07/2023 07-08/07/2023
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An amazing presentation of the Israeli raid
iOperation Thunderbolto,
Jewish hostages at Entebbe Airport in July 1976 by
the very humble Rami Sherman, a young 23 year old
luitenant in the Israeli Special Forces who took part
in the operation. Back row: Johan Burr-Dixon; lan
Higley; Peter Krop; Slade Healy Front Row: Philip
Niman, Rami Sherman, Garth Anton Pienaar and
Dave Stevenson. 10/07/2023
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Bo: Hier oorhandig Paul J. Els sertifikate aan
Annelize Brits en Jomarie Pohl vir hulle
ondersteuning by die Kaplyn. Bo regs:
ontvang Paul J. Els vanaf Chris Pohl vir sy
en sy vrou Annelie vir hul ondersteuning by
die Kaplyn.

Links: Ontvang Willoughby en regs Chris
Pohl valskerm beeldtjies vir hulle
onbaadsigtige ondersteuning by die Kaplyn
oorhandig deur Johan le Roux.

Heel onder: Willie Naude, Anthony Modena,
Bruce Mclaren en Lourens Swanepoel. Ps.
Oom Ronnie Para Bn Claassen wat toe Staf
Claassen was, en hulle spring instrukteur
met springkursus, het hul 50 jaar Pette aan
hulle oorhandig.

May | express my appreciation to the
PVO Committee and all involved in
putting together such a special
event, and also to all who attended
too, from the guests to every PVO
member and their partners too. It
was truly a very moving experience
for me, you are all examples of the
Goodness that makes us South
African, well done everyone!
Anthony Modena
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