Hierdie Nasionale PVO Nuusbrief
sal voorsien in ’n kommunikasie
leemte wat al lankal bestaan. Die
hartklop van ’n organisasie is
effektiewe kommunikasie tussen sy
lede. Dit is belangrik dat lede kennis
dra van die doen en late van die
verskillende Canopies. Tot nou toe
was nuus van verskillende Canopies
beperk tot WhatsApp boodskappe
en fotos. Lede van die PVO het
tot nou ook nie geweet wat in die
verskeie Canopies aangaan nie en
moes somtyds tevrede wees met n
klomp nonsens wat op Whatsapp
kwytgeraak is. Die Batchat het tot
’n sekere mate probeer om nuus oor
te dra maar was te lank en het nie
juis daarin geslaag om ons lede in
te lig oor sake wat werklik van PVO
belang is nie. My wens is dus dat die
Redaksie van die nuwe Nasionale
Nuusbrief sal sorg dat die publikasie
keurige en sinvolle nuusbrokkies sal
bevat.

Sterkte vorentoe!

Ronnie Claassen, PVO Patron

Dit is vir my ’n voorreg om as President
verslag te doen van die periode se
aktiwiteite van die PVO.

Ons het weer baiec byeenkomste
gehou reg oor die land, aangebied deur
ons Canopies.

Die Skillie Projek is op koers, ons
kry gereeld terugvoering van goeie
vordering wat ons dan op ons web
werf plaas. Hopelik sal die projek
binnekort afgehandel wees. Ons het
geweet dat dit baie lank gaan neem.
Dit bly ’n komplekse en sensitiewe
aangeleentheid en Projek. Ons vra dat
Skillie se vrou en dogter gerespekteer
sal word tydends die projek.

PVO help gereeld makkers, dit is 'n
baie belangrike pilaar van die PVO.
Ook in ons Missie. PVO en sy Canopys
het makkers gehelp met ongeveer R600
000 van die PVO se stigting af, meestal
kontant en dan ook, dienste en goedere.
PVO help ook makkers met hulp van
DMV.

PVO dien as lid by RMVO, PVO bou
goeie verhoudings met alle Veterane
organisasies, ook oorsee. By RMVO is
ons saam 27 Veterane Organisasies.

Ons leef ons Missie en Visie en
waardes uit, ons is baie opgewonde oor
eerskomende naweek se Bosberaad in
KZN. Ons het ’n baie goeie Strategiese
plan in plek.

Dit is ’n baie sterkpunt vir ’n
Organisasie om Nasionaal te vergader,
ons is baie dankbaar oor ons Nasionale
Raad se vergadering in KZN.

Ons is baie opgewonde oor die Pro
Patria Museum.

Ons wil alle Canopy Voorsitters en

Bestuurslede bedank vir hul harde werk
en toewyding, ons waaardeer dit baie.

I distance myself from all drama,
bickering and infighting on social
media. Brotherhood is more than this.
“When your brother wrongs you,
remember more than anything, that he
is your brother”. Every Canopy has
its own unique culture. Diversity is
very important and we must embrace
diversity.

Ons is baie dankbaar weereens vir
ons Ongekwalifiseerde  Finansiele
State. PVO het sedert sy bestaan,
ongekwalifiseerde Finansiele State van
Ouditeure ontvang.

It is a privilege to serve the Parabat
fraternity.

Big thanks for KZN Canopy for
hosting us, we really appreciate.

I wish every one all the best for the
next six months until our next meeting
in Krugersdorp at Westrand Canopy.

Willoughby Brits (8316), PVO President



ACTION STATIONS!
STAAN IN DIE DEUR!

With the first ACTION STATIONS!
STAAN IN DIE DEUR! newsletter of
the PVO, let us put our memories in
reverse gear and try to remember that
first jump. You went through extreme
difficulties and circumstances for that
moment of “ACTION STATIONS!”
and “STAND IN THE DOOR!” First
of all there was the excitement and
preparation — the “op kit” — somewhere
near the airstrip that took a lifetime.
Every instructor and jumpmaster that
passes you get another go at the straps,
pulling it tighter and tighter — just to
make sure you would not fall out of
your harness. Then it is time to board
the Dak. In your stick of eight men you
try to walk normal and upright but it is
impossible due to the tight straps of the
harnass. In the Dak you try to sit normal,
but this is even more uncomfortable.
The Dak’s engines revved and then
with a sudden jerk... off you go .... As
soon as the Dak’s wheels are in the air
everybody shout “AIRBORNE!” The
adrenaline is pumping at this moment

Cmdt WP Louw exits the door over Tempe, early 1960s.

and many things go through your mind.
Due to some stress and excitement
some brothers in arms let off the most
disgusting exhaust fumes you will ever
hail in. Uggh!

During the

short flight

talks. Everybody is on his own and

nobody

think of what experience lies ahead.
The stink bombs do not stop though
and are despatched on frequent basis.
Then at some stage the pilot gave the
Despatcher a few minutes warning
— say 10 minutes. The despatcher
holds out his hands (10 x fingers) and
shout above the engine noise “TEN
MINUTES.” The despatcher is now in
control and enjoy every moment of it.
Though many commands are shouted
(and followed with hand signals due
to noise levels), the well drilled and
exercised activities and reactions are
taking place automatically: “STAND
UP”, “HOOK UP”, “CHECK YOUR
EQUIPMENT”. After this is done the
last man in the stick then slapped the
back of the jumper in front of him and
shout “EIGHT OK”, followed by the
rest until the first jumper that shout
“ONE OK, STICK OK.”

. 94

When you are near the drop zone
with the
despatchers by switching on the red

the pilot communicates
light. It is time for further action.
The despatcher will shout “ACTION
STATIONS” and the stick will repeat
“ACTIONS STATIONS!” On this
command the stick moves toward the
door with shuffle steps shouting “ONE
TWO, ONE TWO, ONE TWO” until
the first jumper is near the door.

At a certain point the despatcher will

sound “STAND IN THE DOOR!”. The
stick will once again shuffle forward
with a “ONE TWO” where the first
jumper is ready to jump. As soon as
you go over the DZ (Drop Zone) the
pilot switches on the green light and the
despatcher slaps you on the back with
the command “GO!”
With this first ACTION STATIONS!
STAAN IN DIE DEUR! newsletter we
are ready to “GO!” and communicate
related parabat news. Everybody has a
story to tell. Let us hear your story.

Butch Williamson (Bloem Canopy)

Action Stations! Sgt Maj Telly Smit shuffle- steps to the

door closely followed by Capt Wesley de Beer, 1977

2 PVO NATIONAL NEWSLETTER e PVO NASIONALE NUUSBRIEF



PVO Pretoria Canopy het 2023 met
spoed afgeskop en het reeds verskeie
aktiwiteite en geleethede bygewoon en
ook aangebied.

We held a Valentines dinner on
Saturday the [11th
honouring the women in our lives. With

of February,

more than 100 people in attendance the
event turned out a huge success.

Ons dames is aktief betrokke by die
byeenkomse en gebruik die geleentheid
om ’n hond uit 'n bos te kuier.

Opdie26ste FebruariehetonsdiePVO
Pretoria Canopy Parabat gedenkdiens

by die Voortrekker Museum aangebied.

PVO PRETORIA CANOPY

Ons het hulde gebring aan ons makkers
wat nie huis toe gekom het nie.

As we remember our fallen, let us
also remember to continue to honour
and support all our veterans and their
families. We are forever grateful for
their service and sacrifice.

Op Vrydag 10 Maart het Danie Blom
en Tommy Viljoen saam die Savannah
veterane met ons kom geséls oor hulle
wedervaringe gedurende Ops Savannah.
Die aand was weereens 'n groot sukses!

Chris Pohl (9025)
Voorsitter: PVO Pretoria Canopy

WINNER

OF THE
NEWSLETTER
NAME
COMPETITION

From more than 30 entries
the National

cast a majority of votes behind the

received, Council
name under which this first issue is
published.

Congratulations to Dirk Conradie
(77V) on submitting the winning
entry.

The editorial team thanks all
PVO-members who participated in
the competition.

Ladies and a few gents on the
Valentine dinner dance floor.

Agter (I-r) Wynand Fourie, Danie Bakker, Wynamd Erasmus, Renaurd Booyse, Johan Roex, Coenraad van der Merwe, Willie Naude, Willie de
Beer, Attie van Niekerk, Johan Saunders, Willougby Brits, Ardus van der Westhuizen
Voor (I-r) Vinr Pieter Koen, Andre Ferreira, Jacques Scholtz, Roche Vermaak, Johan Koch, Johan Pieterse , Ashley Carr, Paul Els, Chris Pohl
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of 6 members in the Supporter
membership category.

= NOMADS DEUR DIE JARE Since the founding of the canopy, 81

members received the coveted Club 50

cap.
Die unieke karakter van die Nomad  member of the Nomads. Deon Benadeé (8318)
Canopy is sigbaar nie net deur die feit The canopy values the participation  Voorsitter: Nomad Canopy
dat Nomads in verskeie lande regoor die

wéreld woon nie, of dat dit die grootste Nomad canopy

van die PVO ge-affilicerde canopies S

in nie, maar ook deur die verspreiding Quallfylng years repl’esented

van lidmaatskap oor al die jare van 1
Valkskerm Bataljon sedert stigting.

Die  vroegste kursus nommer m'61-'65
.. H'66-'70

Vertc?enwoordlg 1s’kursus 6V van 1962 36; 17%
en die Nomads se jongste lid het tydens ' il
kursus 9602 in 1996 sy vleuels verdien. . '76-'30
We are proud to have a foun(?mg P | St
member of 1 Parachute Battalion, 2 ' o

. —
Dan (Ysterman) van Niekerk, as an

m'91-'98

honorary member. A former SM of the
Army, Koos Moorcroft, is also honorary

LOOKING AT THE
FUTURE

At the meeting of the National Council
on 28 October 2022, the Council
adopted its first comprehensive PVO
Strategy 2020 — 2025.

This strategy was the result of a
process that started in 2018 with a
brown paper exercise in Heidelberg,

Naas Grové leading the
Bosberaad discussion

Standing (I-r): Marl Linley, Ockie du Plessis , MOTH Old Bill, David Millar, Garth Adams, Attie van Niekerk, Chris Pohl, Kevin Rhodes,
Heinrich Botha, Fritz Schrieber, Kuifie Swanepoel, Mike Ethell, Naas Grové, Barry Olivier, Pete Campion, Karl Strauss, Deon Benadeé.
Kneeling (I-r): Willoughby Brits, Krige van Heerden, Butch Williamson, Jill du Plessis
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which lead to a National Council
strategy workshop held in March
2020 in Bethlehem, further developed
in March 2022 in Bloemfontein and
finally concluded with the Structure
follows Strategy workshop held on 11
March 2023 in Hillcrest.
PVO-members attending this most
recent workshop assessed the standing
these

committees to see whether

(I-r): Krige van Heerden, Willoughby Brits, Chris Pohl, Karl Strauss, Heinrich Botha, Kuifie Swanepoel, Barry Olivier, Mark Linley,
Butch Williamson, Naas Grové, Attie van Niekerk, Deon Benadé.

enable PVO focus on

achieving the strategic goals in the

Strategy 2020 — 2025 document.
Tydens  die

committees

werkswinkel het

lidmaatskap sake, makkerhulp,
bemarking en projekte onder andere
aandag gekry en is daar nou ‘n
proses aan die gang om die rolle
en verantwoordelikhede van die

Uitvoerende Komitee en rolle van

canopy en staande komitee voorsitters
ooreen te kom.
Die benadering binne die Nasionale
Raad is om konsekwente besluitneming
Parabat
bevorder

en kontinuiteit binne die

Veterane Organisasie te
en daarmee ‘n tuiste vir alle suid-
afrikaanse valskerm veterane te skep

waarbinne die trotse erfenis in stand

gehou kan word.

The Cape Town Cycle Tour is the
largest timed cycling event in the
world. Attracting in excess of 35 000
cyclists from around the globe each
year, this prestigious event is definitely
a unique experience for participants
and spectators alike. For many years a
number of KZN Canopy members have
been taking part and this year, the 45th
staging of the CTC tour on 12 March
was no different. George de Beer was
competing in his 23rd event, Steve
Camp his 15th, André van Straaten his
13th, Haydn Bam and Fred Wollentine,
both their third while Paul Engelbrecht
finished his first. A great day was had

KZN CANOPY COMPETE IN THE
CAPE TOWN CYCLE TOUR

by all apart from André who got caught

up in a peloton that fell at a speed in

excess of 45km. Despite having a very

nasty fall and cracking his helmet,
André went on to finish in true Bat
vasbyt style.

Riding in KZN PVO branded cycling
tops the parabats had many supporters
along the route who recognised the
maroon Paratrooper colours.

At the end of the race are from left to right: Paul
Engelbrecht, André van Straaten, Steve Camp,
George de Beer, Haydn Bam and Fred Wollentine.
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SKYDIVING KZN
CANOPY MEMBERS

The KZN Canopy has an active number
of skydiving members jumping at the
Durban Skydive
Boss Doug, Ferdi Kotze, Chris Stange,
Haydn Bam, Thys Visagie and Cabri

Centre, including

van Zyl. All are current in their jump
status and jump on a regular basis.

On the 25th March they took part in
a landing accuracy competition which
was great fun. They try to meet at the
Eston DZ, outside of Pietermaritzburg,
at least once a month, mostly supported
by KZN canopy members. In June these
active skydivers will be taking part in a
beach jump at Margate Beach.

Haydn Bam and Thys Visagie
heading down the runway.

e
o

Richard Bam (the pilot and active skydiver)
with Cabri van Zyl ready for the next lift.

~ R 4 -~ \ g

Ferdi Kotze, Chris Stange, Haydn Bam
relax after a jump.

KZN CANOPY FUNDRAISES FOR MONTHLY

FOOD HAMPERS

The quarterly KZN Canopy organised
military guest speaker events have
become much looked forward to in the
greater Durban area. Previous speakers

and this
With over 100 attending Pierre gave

quarter Pierre Lundburg.
an excellent talk on the planning and
execution of Operation Drosday. It is
also worth noting that Pierre was in

in the Pathfinders
before moving across for pre-selection
at IRR. The KZN Canopy sells venison
hamburgers at these events to raise

officer to serve

funds for a number of local destitute

have included Wynand Du Toit, Koos the first Pathfinder group that qualified =~ Para members they support with
Moorcroft, Jack Greef, Peter Williams  at 1 Para in 1978, becoming the first = monthly food hampers.
MEMBER S HIP Register and general membership  membership renewal in June.
administration. The committee manages member
MATTERS The Committee also coordinates the  information in accordance with
The Membership Committee maintains  bi-annual ordering of the Club 50 caps, applicable legislation on personal
the PVO National Membership Register ~ which remains a unique PVO initiative.  information.
as primary objective and relies on the  Focus of activities for 2023 is on  Gerpard Kotze (36V)

co-operation of each affiliated canopy
to ensure the accuracy of the National

ensuring accurate member information
per canopy in preparation of annual

Chairman: Membership Committee
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MEDALJES

Dikwels
toekenning van medaljes ter sprake.

kom die vraag rondom
Dit is nou vir die PVO moontlik om
makkers ook in hierdie proses te
ondersteun.

Die Raad van Militére Veterane
Organisasies (RMVO) het ’'n medalje
projekspan aangewys om aansoeke
van veterane te verwerk. PVO-lede

sal in die toekoms die nodige proses

en dokumentasie by hulle canopy
voorsitters kan aanvra, wat aan die
RMVO-span
verwerking.

aangestuur word vir

Hoewel ’'n paar struikelblokke
uitgestryk moet word en die proses
steeds tydsaam verloop, het die PVO
die eerste aantal medaljes ontvang en
word ’n geskikte geleentheid beplan
om hierdie medaljes aan die ontvangers
te oorhandig.

(l-r): Pro Patria Medal, Southern African
Medal, General Service Medal, Unitas Medal,
John Chart Medal.

HERINNERINGE

’n Bakkie kos......

Hierdie is een van die ligtere
oomblikke tydens my diensplig en
eintlik ’n kosbare storie wat my altyd
sal bybly...

In September 1983 was C Coy (82-83)
onder bevel van Kaptein Nic van den
Berg en Valk 3 (my Valk) op 'n voertuig
patrollie in Angola. Ons patrollie
het toe afgegaan in 'n TB, waarna ’n
seksie eers weer teruggestap het op die
buffelspore. Nie baie ver daarvandaan
het ons op ’n kraal afgekom...’n leé en
verlate kraal. Ons seksie het gevolglik
rondom verdediging opgestel. Toe het
ek en Heron (hy was ’n Skot wat op die
ouderdom van 28, vrywillig aangesluit
het by die SAW) inbeweeg om die kraal
te inspekteer. Wat ons obviously nie
geweet het nie, was dat hulle ons reeds
gewaar het en saam met die PB’s die

kraal ontruim het.

By ongeveer die derde hut, het die hel
losgebars! Ons is gegooi met mortiere...
Heron, wat nog geen gevegservaring
gehad het nie, het soos blits omgedraai
en geskree “Fuck Lieutenant, what
is that?” Toe vlieg ons albei om en
hardloop terug na die verdediging.
Die mortiere het aanhou kom, sonder
veel sukses, terwyl ons
manne teruggevuur het. In
die Mahangu-land was daar
geen dekking en ons was
genoodsaak om oor te gaan
in vuur-in-beweging! Die
‘ters het gat skoongemaak’ en
ons moes toe hergroepeer vir
opvolg. En toe kom hierdie
klein

met sy bakkie kos, bone of

snotneus-seuntjie

mahangu (ek weet nie) met
trane oor sy wange na ons
aangestap. Daai gesiggie sal
my altyd bybly! Tussen al die
kruisvuur deur het hy net sy

bakkie kos vasgehou!!

Die foto hierbo is 'n foto van die
parade waar tydens ek in dieselfde jaar
my wings ontvang het met Kpl. Steytler
(langs my), wat ’n paar maande later in
’n kontak geskiet is en dit nie oorleef
het nie. Hy was ’n groot yster!

Johan de Bruin (8301)

Ons het almal hier gestaan.

PVO PROJECTS

Anumber of projects are in progress; the
PVO-wine offerings to bolster funds to
support brothers in need, establishing
proper communication channels with
the CMVO and developing PVO-
internal governance guidelines.
The  Bring-Skillie-Home
receives continuous attention. Regular

project

progress updates are published on the
PVO-website — http://parabat.org.za/
skillie-human-project

The National Council
projects and new proposals against the

evaluates

PVO strategic goals and annual budget
planning.

MAKKERHULP

Makkers is die afgelope 6 jaar gehelp
met kos, medisyne, dokters, speelgoed,
skool sake, klere, geld, werk,
akkomodasie, aftree oorde, hospitaal
beddens, DMV DMV
medies, DMV studie beurse, medaljes.
Die PVO het ook toegang en kan lede

help met berading, PTSD en ander

registrasies,

emosionele bystand.

Omdat een van ons makkers reeds as
veteraan by die DMV geregistreer was,
was dit moontlik om sy weduwee by
te staan met R40 000 vanaf die DMV
vir begrafniskoste. Ons probeer ook
om pensioen te kry vir ons makkers by
DMV.

CALLING ON
ADVERTISERS

PVO-members who wish to support
the Action Stations! / Staan in
die Deur! national newsletter and
market services and products are
requested to contact the editorial
team at enquiries@parabat.org.za
for more information on the cost
of placing an advertisement.

PVO CONTACT DETAILS:

enquiries@parabat.org.za
http://parabat.org.za/
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QUARTER

DATE | EVENT VENUE HOST
APRIL 3 KZN Canopy meeting Hillcrest, KZN
Good Friday 7 April 2023
4 Maluti Canopy Bethlehem, OVS
Family Day Monday 10 April 2023
14 FS Bloem Canopy meeting Bloemfontein, OVS
14 Pretoria Canopy meeting Centurion, Gauteng
19 NC-Zoom 2 Zoom
Freedom Day Thursday 27 April 2023
N 27 | West Rand Canopy meeting | Krugersdorp, Gauteng
MAY Worker’s Day Monday 1 May 2023
2 Maluti Canopy Bethlehem, OVS
8 KZN Canopy meeting Hillcrest, KZN
7 Paratrooper memorial War Museum, Johannesburg | LAARSA
12 FS Bloem Canopy meeting Bloemfontein, OVS
12 Pretoria Canopy meeting Centurion, Gauteng
23 NEC-meeting 7 Zoom
25 West Rand Canopy meeting Krugersdorp, Gauteng
28 CMVO memorial service VM CMVO
JUNE 5 KZN Canopy meeting Hillcrest, KZN
Youth Day Friday 6 June 2023
6 Maluti Canopy Bethlehem, OVS
9 Pretoria Canopy meeting Centurion, Gauteng
10 FS Bloem Canopy meeting Bloemfontein, OVS
m 21 NC-Zoom 3 Zoom
29 West Rand Canopy meeting Krugersdorp, Gauteng
30 Fin Y/E
30 Membership renewal
DATE | EVENT VENUE HOST
JULY 3 KZN Canopy meeting Hillcrest, KZN
4 Maluti Canopy Bethlehem, OVS
14 FS Bloem Canopy meeting Bloemfontein, OVS
14 Pretoria Canopy meeting Centurion, Gauteng
27 West Rand Canopy meeting Krugersdorp, Gauteng
AUGUST 1 Maluti Canopy Bethlehem, OVS
m National Women’s Day Wednesday 6 August 2023
7 KZN Canopy meeting Hillcrest, KZN
11 FS Bloem Canopy meeting Bloemfontein, OVS
11 Pretoria Canopy meeting Centurion, Gauteng
22 NEC-meeting 8 Zoom
23 NC-Zoom 4 Zoom
31 West Rand Canopy meeting Krugersdorp, Gauteng
SEPTEMBER 4 KZN Canopy meeting Hillcrest, KZN
5 Maluti Canopy Bethlehem, OVS
9 FS Bloem Canopy meeting Bloemfontein, OVS
8 Pretoria Canopy meeting Centurion, Gauteng
Heritage Day Sunday 24 September 2023
27 St. Michael Day Decentralized per canopy
28 West Rand Canopy meeting Krugersdorp, Gauteng
QUARTER 4
DATE | EVENT VENUE HOST
OCTOBER 2 KZN Canopy meeting Hillcrest, KZN
3 Maluti Canopy Bethlehem, OVS
13 FS Bloem Canopy meeting Bloemfontein, OVS
13 Pretoria Canopy meeting Centurion, Gauteng
26 West Rand Canopy meeting Krugersdorp, Gauteng
27 NC-meeting 2 + PVO AGM Krugersdorp, Gauteng West Rand Canopy
28 Harties-reunion Hartebeespoort Dam
m NOVEMBER 6 KZN Canopy meeting Hillcrest, KZN
7 Maluti Canopy Bethlehem, OVS
11 FS Bloem Canopy meeting Bloemfontein, OVS
21 NEC-meeting 1 Zoom
22 NC-Zoom 5 Zoom
30 West Rand Canopy meeting Krugersdorp, Gauteng
30 PVO newsletter — edition 2
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